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PREFATORY NOTICE. 



Tab difficulty of firaming titleB for booka— «ach as shall 
adequately indicate their separate purposes and functions, 
whilst, at the same time, offering some colourable air of 
novelly, is sufficiently understood But the full pressure 
of that difficulty, as it sometimes exists, and as, in fsudf it 
exists in the case immediately before us^ is but imperfectly 
appreciated. Where certain elements have been from the first 
intended to take their station, side by side, in the same 
volume, they will have been trained artificially beforehand 
into a fitness for co-membership in a whole. But the diffi- 
culty is prodigiously aggravated when the separate parts, 
that are suddenly and unexpectedly required to cohere into 
a systematic whole, arose originally upon casual and discon- 
nected impulses, without any view to final conveigement, 
or any reference whatever to a central principle. The 
difficulty, in extreme cases of this nature, ripens into an 
impossibility. Where there are absolutely no points of 
logical contact, it becomes a mere fantastic chase after a 
rainbow to pursue any comprehensive title such as can 
override the whole. In a case of that nature some in- 
dulgence may be reasonably challenged ; and a dispensation 
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daimed from that rigour of logic wlach would otherwise 
govern the case. 

The writers here represented as Leaders in Literature, 

m 

the reader will understand to be Herodotus, Plato, and 
Pope. All of them hold the rank of leaders de facto : in 
what degree that of leaders also dejure^ or virtually such 
by any large and durable influence upon the thoughts and 
feelings of past and coming generations, may be doubted, 
at least with respect to that one of them, viz., Plato, iiho 
at present seems protected the most by a superstitious 
reverence ; for all rever^ce must be looked on as supersti- 
tious which is guaranteed neither by disinterested and 
adequate authority, nor by personal acquaintance with its 
object The readers of Plato, if such a class anywhere 
exists, must be aware of his profound failure in an attempt 
to explore the etymology of a few Grecian words. Such a 
failure, considering the^ etymological resources then at the 
conmiand of Greek philology, was inevitable. It is no 
subject for blame. But not the less it suggests, as its own 
direct consequence, what is a subject for the heaviest, viz., 
the obstinate vassalage to purely verbal fancies, which is 
continually a fruitful source of erring and misleading specu- 
lation to Plato. In the last book of The Republic we have 
a lively instance of this. Plato there argues two separate 
questions : first, the Immortality of the Soul (more elabo- 
rately treated in the Phcedo); secondly, the grounds upon 
which he expelled the Poets, and Homer beyond all others, 
from his immaculate Commonwealth. Of this ideal Com- 
monwealth it is sufficient to say, that the one capital vice 
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which has ruined Aaia^ and laid her (speaking generally) a 
contemptible and helpless victim at the ftet of Ohristendom, 
▼iz.y polygamy and sexual efifeminacy, carried to the last 
oonoeiyable excesses, is l^ Plato laid down deliberately as the 
basis of his sodal system. And, as if this were not enough, 
infimtidde is superadded as the crown and gloriiying 
€suT€da of the whole diabolical economy. After this, the 
leader will feel some curiosity to learn what it is by which 
the Poets could signalize their immorality in Plato*s eyes. 
The Platonic reason assigned for tabooing the lUad and 
Odyssey y and the whole of the Tragic drama, is this : and it 
will be seen that the first manifestation of the evil redressed 
lies in the scenic poets, but the fountain of the offence 
lies in Homer. Tragedy, says Plato, seeks as its main 
object to extort tears and groans from the audience in 
sympathy with the distress on the stage. Well, why not % 
Because there is some obligation (where seated, or by whom 
enacted, Plato is careful to conceal) which makes such 
sympathy, or such expressions of sympathy, improper. 
But in what way improper ? The insinuation is — as being 
effeminate^ and such as men rightly seek to hide. Here, 
then, we have, as the main legislatorial sanction and rule 
pf conduct, a sensitive horror of indecorum. And the 
supposed law, or rule, to which Plato appeals for his 
justification, is a pure verbal chimera, without even a 
plausible ground. And for such a reason the sole noble 
revelation of moral feeling in Orecian poetry is laid 
under an interdict But why is Homer compromised 
bj this interdict] Simply cm the gnmud ^a most 
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false one) that he is originallj answerable for the 
dramatic stories employed by the scenic poets. Now, 
in order to show the careless reading of Plato, it is 
sufficient to remark briefly, that a large proportion of 
the Greek tragedies move by terror, by horror, by sym- 
pathy with the unknown mysteries surrounding human 
nature, and are of a nature to repel tears ; and that for 
three out of four such ground-works of the tragic poetiy 
Homer is noways responsible. It is also altogether over- 
looked by Plato that in the grandeur of the choral 
music, in the mazes of the symbolic dances, and in the 
awful magnitude of the spectacle (spectacle and spectators 
taken as a whole), a provision is made for elevating the 
mind far above the region of effeminate sensibilities. Mil- 
ton, with his Christian standard of purity and holiness, 
found that beyond measure noble which Plato, the organizer 
of polygamy and wholesale infanticide, rejects as immoral ! 

The traditional errors affecting literature, which it is 
something even to indicate, are these : — 

Firstj — ^The inadequate distinction made (together with 
its consequences) between the Literature of Power^ on the 
one hand, and the literature of Knowledge, on the other. 

Secondly^ — ^The imbecility of that critical canon pre- 
vailing through the last 150 years, which has referred the 
poetry of Dryden and Pope to an imaginary French School* 



* '* In the interest *' (to ase a slang phrase just now coming into 
ourroncy) of enlightened patriotism, and secondly, in the interest 'd 
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Thirdly^ — ^The pov^tty of conception, which has sought 
the characteristic distinction of Pope ijx some supposed 
qualiiy of correaiuu. 



truth, an Englishman mnst rejoice upon seeing such a ridiculous pre- 
tension reduced to its own windy value ; but not, thirdly, in the 
interest of Pope. For, if ever man deserved to suffer by an injurious 
talsehood, it was surely that man who had piloted and opened a 
channel for such a falsehood by a forerunning falsehood of his own ; 
and that man was Pope. He, upon the meanest and shallowest ol 
temptations, viz., simply to bring a celebrated Latin passage within 
easy reach of a plausible English parody, wrote, printed, and pub- 
lished, the very wildest, grossest, most extravagant fiction that ever 
the mytbologists of Fairy-land have coined, or ancient nurse has 
chanted to believing infants. Credulity is among the simple graces 
of infancy : and if we, the litterateurs of earth, could revolve into that 
happy stage of life, we should find a pure delight in Pope's version of 
the Horatian Epistle which contains the passage beginning 

" Qrocia capta femm Tictorem cepit^ et artea 
Intulit agresti Latio • * 

[t.e., Greece being made captive, ^n her turn made captive her savage 
conqueror, and thus introduced the arts into uncultured Latium.J 
Pope, on reading this, was struck with a lively impression of the effect 
likely to be attained by running a parallel to the ancient case as be- 
tween Greece matched against Borne, and the modem case as between 
France matched against England. One section of such a parallel was 
really provided by prosaic history. No need for romance in this stage 
of the parallel. Bome had conquered Greece : doubt there could be 
none that England had conquered France, and had seated two of her 
kings on the French throne. So far all was sound and weather-proof. 
Now, if it could but be added, that France, like Greece, had been 
found by her conqueror equipped with a full-blown literature, which 
the illiterate victor had carried back to his own home, in that case, how 
beautiful a rehearsal of the fifteenth century after Christ lay hid in the 
second and third centuries hefore Christ. Unhappily, no syllable of 
all this could be found in history, even when written by Frenchmen. 
But Pope, resolute that he would not be baulked of his showy paraUel 
by any scoundrel of a truth-seeker, recollected in time — that what he 
ooold not find, he might forge. And thus arose the monstrous fiction 
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Fourthly^ — The illogical and contradictory idea of wliai 
IB called DidacUe Fbetiy. This teaching (or didactic) 
function is generally understood to constitute the chaxaO' 
teristic and differential distinction of didactic poetiy ; and 
that idea luus sometimes misled the criticy but still more 
has misdirected the poet Upon attentive reflection it 
will be seen that the function of teaching is not the 
p<nver in such poetiy, but the retistance to be overcome ; 
that it is not hy teaching that didactic poetiy moves, 
but in spUe of teaching, 

of a French literature antecedent to Agincourt (1415), and a h'teratnre 
tohich served as a model to Eingtand I It ib pleasant to connder up(» 
what English poet's fame this fable would chiefly havo operated iDja> 
rionsly. Retribatire wonld have been the punishment to Pope, if it 
had been argued by a Frenchman — " How can this man pretend to 
evade the charge of belonging to a French school, who himself de- 
rired all English literatnre from a supposed French literature at the 
yery opening of the fifteenth century — a period which we French re- 
gaid as entirely barbarous. But obseire-— according to the candid 
Pope, the barbarism of France sufficed for the culture of England !** 



ALEXANDER POPE. 

EvsBT great classic in our native language should from 
time to time be reviewed anew ; and especially if he be- 
longs in any considerable extent to that section of the 
literature which connects itself with manners ; and if his 
reputation originally, or his style of composition, Is likely 
to have been much influenced by the transient fashions of 
his own age. The withdrawal, for instance, from a drama- 
tic poet, or a satirist, of any fedse lustre which he has owed 
to his momentary connexion with what we may call the 
perionalities of a fleeting generation, or of any undue shelter 
to his errors which may have gathered round them from 
political bias, or from intellectual infirmities amongst his 
partisans, will sometimes seriously modify, after a century 
or so, the fairest original appreciation of a fine writer. A 
window, composed of Claude Lorraine glasses, spreads over 
the landscape outside a disturbing effect, which not the 
most practised eye can evade. The eidcla theatri affect us 
alL No man escapes the contagion from his contemporary 
bystanders. And the reader may see further on, that, had 
Pope been merely a satiric poet, he must in these times 
have laid down much of the splendour which surrounds 
him in our traditional estimate of his merit. Such a re* 
uundation would be a forfeit — not always to errors in him- 
self — but sometimes to errors in that stage of English 

aodetyi which forced the ablest writer into a collusion with 
A — ^vni. 
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its own meretricioiiB tastes. The antithetical prose << cha- 
ractere," as they were technically termed, which circulated 
amongst the aristocrai^ in the early part of the last oen« 
tuiy, the style of the dialogue in such comedy as was then 
popular, and much of the occasional poetry in that age^ 
expose an immoderate cnying for glittering effects from 
contrasts too harsh to be natural, too sudd^i to be durable, 
and too fantastic to be harmonious. To meet this vicious 
taste, from whidi (as from any difiusiye taste) it is vain to 
look for perfect immunity in any writer lying immediately 
under its beams, Pope sacrificed, in cne mode of composi- 
tion, the BimpUcitieB of nature and sincerity ; and had he 
practised no other mode, we repeat that now he must have 
descended from his pedestal To some extent he is de- 
graded evoi as it is ; for the reader cannot avoid whisper- 
ing to himself — ^what quality of thinking must that be 
which allies itself so naturally (as will be shown) with dis- 
tortions of fact or of philosophic truth % But, had his 
whole writings been of that sama cast, he must have been 
degraded altogether, and a star would have fallen from our 
English galaxy of poets. 

We mention this particular case as a reason generally for 
renewing by intervals the examination of great writers, and 
liberating the verdict of their contemporaries from the 
casual disturbances to which every age is liable in its judg- 
ments, and in its tastes. As books multiply to an unman- 
ageable excess, selection becomes more and more a necessity 
for readers, and the power of selection more and* more a 
desperate problem for the busy part of reader& The possi- 
bility of selecting wisely is becoming continually more 
hopeless, as the necessity for selection is becoming oontinn- 
ally more pressing. Exactly as the growing weight of books 
overlays and stifles the power of comparison, pari passu is 
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the call for oomparison the more damoxonB; and thui 
arises a duty correspondmgly more urgent^ of seaiching and 
Tevismg until eveiything spuriouB has been veeded out from 
amongst the Flora of onr highest literature ; and until the 
waste of time for those who have so little at their com* 
maud, is reduced to a mmvmum. For, where the good 
cannot be read in its twentieth part, the more requisite it 
is that no i>art of the bad should steal anhour of the avail- 
able time ; and it is not to be endured that people without 
a minute to spare, should be obliged first of all to read a 
bcok before they can ascertain whether, in fl9U3t, it is wnik 
reading. The public cannot read by proigr as regards the 
good which it is to appropriate, but it can as regards the 
poison which it is to escape. And thus, as literature ex- 
pands, becoming continually more of a household necessity, 
the duly resting upon critics (who are the vicarious readers 
for the public) becomes continually more urgent — of re- 
viewing all works that may be supposed to have benefited 
too much or too indiscriminately by the superstition of a 
name. The prcegvxtaiorei should have tasted of every cup, 
and reported its quality, before the public call for it ; and, 
above all, they should have done this in all cases of the 
higher literature— that is, of literature properly so called. 

What is it that we mean by lUercOure t Popularly, and 
amongst the thoughtless, it is held to include everything 
that is printed in a book. little logic is required to dis- 
turb that definition ; the most thoughtless person is easily 
made aware, that in the idea of UteraXure^ one essential 
element is, — some relation to a general and common in- 
terest of man, so that, what applies only to a local, or pro- 
fessional, or merely personal interest, even though presenting 
itself in the shape of a book, will not belong to literature. 
So &r the definition is easily narrowed ; and it is as easily 
expanded. For not only ia much that takes a station in 
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books not literature; bat inyersely, much that really tt 
literature nerer reaches a station in books. The weekly 
sermons of Ohristendom, that vast pulpit literature which 
acts so extensively upon the popular mind — to warn, to 
uphold, to renew, to comfort, to alarm, does not attain the 
sanctuary of nbraries in the ten-thousandth part of its 
extent The drama again, as for instance, the finest of 
Shakspeare*s plays in England, and all leading Athenian 
plays in the noontide of the Attic stage, operated as a 
literature on the public mind, and were (according to the 
strictest letter of that term) published through the audiences 
that witnessed * their representation some time before they 
were published as things to be read ; and they were pub- 
lished in this scenical mode of publication with much more 
effect than they could have had as books, during ages of 
costly copying, or of costly printing. 

Books, thereforo, do not suggest an idea co-extensiye 
and interchangeable with the idea of literature ; since 
much literature, scenic, forensic, or didactic (as from lec- 
turers and public orators), may never come into books ; and 
much that does come into books, may connect itself with 
no literary interestt But a far more important correction, 

* CharlM I., for example, when Prince of Wales, and many others 
in his father's court, gained their known familiarity with Shakspeare 
— ^not throagh the original quartos, so slenderly difiused, nor through 
the first folio of 1623, but through the court representations of his 
chief dramas at Whitehall. 

f What are called The Blue BookSf by which title are understood 
the folio Beports issued every session of Parliament by committees of 
the two Houses, and stitched into blue covers, — ^though often sneered 
at by the ignorant as so much waste paper, will be acknowledged 
gratefully by those who have used them diligently, as the main well- 
heads of all accurate information as to the Great Britain of this day. 
As an immense depository of faithful {and not superanntuited) statis- 
tics, they are indispensable to the honest student. But no man would 
(horafore class the Blue Books at literature. 
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applicable to the commoii vague idea of literatoie, is to be 
sought — not so much in a better definition of literature, a^ 
in a sharper distinction of the two functions which it 
fulfils. In that great social organ^ which, coUectiyelj, we 
call literature, there may be distinguished two separate 
offices that may blend and. often do so, but capable, seve- 
rally, of a severe insulation, and naturally fitted for recipro- 
cal repulsion. There is, first, the literature of knowledge ; 
and, secondly, the literature of power. The function of the 
first is — ^to teaxik ; the function of the second is — ^to mom : 
the first is a rudder ; . the second, an oar or a saiL The 
first speaks to the mere discursive understanding ; the 
second speaks ultimately, it may happen, to the higher tm- 
derstanding or reason, but always through affections of 
pleasure and sympathy. Remotely, it may travel towards 
an object seated in what Lord Bacon calls drt/ light ; but, 
proximately, it does and must operate, else it ceases to be 
a literature of powery on and through that humid light 
which clothes itself in the mists and glittering iris of human 
passions, desires, and genial emotions. Men have so little 
reflected on the higher functions of literature, as to find it 
a paradox if one should describe it as a mean or subordinate 
purpose of books to give information. But this is a paradox 
only in the sense which makes it honourable to be paradoxi- 
cal. Whenever we talk in ordinary language of seeking 
information oi gaining knowledge, we understand the words 
as connected with something of absolute novelty. But it 
is the grandeur of aU truth, which can occupy a veiy high 
place in human interests, that it is never absolutely novel 
to the meanest of minds': it exists eternally by way of 
germ or latent principle in the lowest as in the highest, 
needing to be developed, but never to be planted. To be 
capable of transplantation is the immediate crit^on of a 
Imth that ranges on a lower scale. Besides which, there 
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is a larer thing than troth, namely, power^ or deep vpsk- 
pathy with trotL What is the effect, for instance, npon 
society, of children f ^y the pity, by the tenderness, and 
by the peculiar modes of admiration, which connect them- 
seLves with the helplessness^ with the innocence, and with 
the simplicity of children, not only are the primal affections 
strengthened and continually renewed, but the qualities 
which are dearest in the sight of heaven — ^the frailty, for 
instance, which appeals to forbearance ; the innocence which 
symbolizes the heavenly, and the simplicity which is most 
alien from the worldly, are kept up in perpetual remem- 
brance, and their ideals are continually refreshed. A pur- 
pose of the same nature is answered by the higher literature, 
viz., the literature of power. What do you learn from 
"Paradise Lost 9" Nothing at alL What do you learn 
from a cookeiy-book ? Something new — something that 
you did not know before, in every paragraph. But would 
you therefore put the wretched cookery-book on a higher 
level of estimation than the divine poem ) What you owe 
to Milton is not any knowledge, of which a million separate 
items are still but a million of advancing steps on the same 
earthly level ; what you owe, is power^ that is, exercise and 
e]q>an8ion to your own latent capacity of sympathy with 
the infinite, where every pulse and each separate influx is a 
step upwards — a step ascending as upon a Jacob's ladder 
from earth to mysterious altitudes above the earth. AU 
the steps of knowledge, from first to last, cany you frurther 
on the same plane, but could never raise you one foot above 
your ancient level of earth : whereas, the Yesrj^nt step in 
power is a flight — ^is an ascending movement into another 
element where earth is forgotten. 

Werei it not that human sensibilities are ventilated and 
continually called out into exercise by the great phenomena 
of infancy, or of real life as it moves through chance and 



change, or of literatiue as it reoombmes these elements in 
the mimicries of poetiy, romance, &G., it is certain that, 
like any animal power or muscular energy fialling into 
disuse, all such sensibilities would gradually drop and 
dwindle, It is in relation to these great. moro^ capacities 
of man that the literature of power, as contradistinguished 
firom that of knowledge, Uves and has its field of action. 
It is concerned with what is highest in man ; for the Scrip- 
tures themselves never condescended to deal by suggestion 
or coK)peration, with the mere discursive understanding : 
when speaking of man in his intellectual capacity, the 
Scriptures speak not of the understanding, but of ^* the 
understanding hearty* — ^making the heart, i€.| the great 
intuitive (or non-discursive) organ, to be the interchange' 
able formula for man in his highest state of capacity for 
the infinite. Tragedy, romance, fairy tale, or epopee, all 
alike restore to man's n&ind the ideald of justice, of hope, 
of truth, €i mercy, of retribution, which else (left to the 
support of daily Hie in its realities) would languish for 
Wfmt of sufficient illustration. What is meant, for instance, 
by poetic justice ? — ^It does not mean a justice that differs 
l>y its object from the ordinaiy justice of human jurispru* 
denoe ; for then it must be confessedly a veiy bad kind of 
justice ; but it means a justice that differs from common 
forensic justice by the degree in which it attains its object, 
a justice that is more omnipotent over its own ends, as 
dealing — ^not with the refbVstory elements of earthly Hfe — 
but with the elements of its own creation, and with mate- 
rials flexible to its own purest preconceptions. It is certaLu 
that, were it not for the literature of power, these ideals 
would often remain amongst us as mere arid noticml forms ; 
whereas, by the creative forces of man put forth in litera- 
ture, they gain a vernal life of restoration, and germinate 
into vital activities. The commonest novel, by moving in 
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allianoe with human fean and hopes, with human instincta 
of wroug and right, sustaina and quickens those affecdouB. 
Oaliing them into action, it rescues them from torpor. And 
hence the pre-eminency over all authors that merely teack, 
of the meanest that moves ; or that teaches, if at all, indi- 
rectly hy moving. The very highest work that has ever 
existed in the literature of knowledge, is but a 'jprowiiomal 
work : a book upon trial and sufferance, and qmrndm bene 
te gesserU, Let its teaching be even partially revised, let 
it be but expanded, nay, even let its teaching be but placed 
in a better order, and instantly it is superseded. Whereas 
the feeblest works in the literature of power, surviving at 
all, survive as- finished and unalterable amongst men. For 
instance, the Prindpia of Sir Isaac Newton was a book 
militant on earth from the first In all stages of its 
progress it would have to fight for its existence : 1st, as 
regards absolute truth ; 2dly, when that combat was over, 
as regards its form or mode of pres^ting the trutL And 
as soon as a La Place, or anybody else, builds higher upon 
the foundations laid by this book, effectually he throws it 
out of the sunshine into decay and darkness ; by weapons 
won from this book he superannuates and destroys this book, 
so that soon the name of Newton remains, as a mere nominds 
umbra, but his book, as a living power, has transmigrated 
into other forms. Now, on the contrary, the Iliad, the 
Prometheus of .^chylus, — ^the Othello or King Lear, — ^the 
Hamlet or Macbeth, — and the Paradise Lost, are not mili- 
tant but triumphant for ever as long as the languages exist 
in which they speak or can be taught to speak. They never 
can launsmigrate into new incarnations. To reproduce these 
in new forms, or variations, even if in some things they 
should be improved, would be to plagiarize. A good steam- 
engine is properly superseded by a better. But one .lovely 
pastoral vaUoy.is not sup^seded by another, nor a statue 



of Praxiteles by a statue of Michael Angelo. These thingji 
are separated not by imparity, bat by disparity. They are 
Aot thought of as unequal under the same standard, but as 
different in kind, and' if otherwise equal, as equal under a 
different standard. Human works of immortal beauty and 
works of nature in one respect stand on the same footing.; 
they never absolutely repeat each other; never approach 
so near as not to differ ; and they differ not as better and 
worse, or simply by more and less : they differ by undeci- 
pherable and incommunicable differences, that cannot be 
'^caught by mimicries, that cannot be reflected in the mirror 
of copies, that cannot become ponderable in the scales of 
vulgar comparison. 

Applying these principles to Pope, as a representative of 
fine literature in general, we would wish to remark the 
claim which he has, or which any equal writer has, to the 
attention and jealous winnowing of those critics, in parti- 
cular, who watch over public morals. Clergymen, and all 
the organs of public criticism put in motion by clergymen, 
are more especially concerned in the just appreciation of 
such writers, if the two canons are remembered, which we 
have endeavoured to illustrate, viz., that all works in this 
class, as opposed to those in the literature of knowledge, 
1st, work by £Eur deeper agencies; and, 2dly, are more 
permanent ; in the strictest sense they are KrqiAara, Is oci : 
and what evil they do, or what good they do, is commen- 
surate with the national language, sometimes long after the 
nation has departed. At this hour, five hundred years 
since their creation, the tales of Chaucer,* never equalled on 

* The Canterbuiy Tales were not made public until 1380 or there- 
abouts ; but the composition most have cost thirty or more years ; 
not to mention that the work had probably been finished for some 
jean before it was divalged. 
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tluB earih for their tendemeaSi and for life of picturesque- 
neasi are read fiuniliarly by many in the AliA-rmmg hmguage 
of their natal day, and by others in the modemizationa of 
Diyden, of Pope, and Wordsworth, At thia hour, one 
thousand eight hundred years since their creation, the 
F^an tales of Ovid, never equalled on this earth for the 
gaiety of their movement and the capricious graces of their 
narrative, are read by all Ohristendom. This man's people 
and their monuments are dust ; but he is alive : he has 
survived them, as he told us that he had it in his commis- 
sion to do, by a thousand years ; " and shall a thousand 
more. 

All the literature of knowledge builds only ground-nests, 
that are swept away by floods, or confounded by the plough; 
but the literature of power builds nests in aerial altitudes 
of temples sacred from violation, or of forests inaccessible 
to fraud. This is a great prerogative of the power litera- 
ture ; and it is a greater which lies in the mode of its in- 
fluenca The hmwUdge literature, like the fashion of this 
world, passeth away. An Encydopsedia is its abstract; 
and, in this respect^ it maybe taken for its speaking symbol 
— ^that, before one generation has passed, an Encyclopaedia 
is superannuated ; for it speaks through the dead memory 
and unimpassioned understanding, which have not the re- 
pose of higher fEunilties, but are continually enlarging and 
varying their phylacteries. But all literature, properly so 
called — literature Kar ^f>^v, for the very same reason 
that it is so much more durable than the literature of 
knowledge, is (and by the very same proportion it is) more 
intense and electrically searching in its impressions. The 
directions in which the tragedy of this planet has trained 
our human feelings to play, and the combinations into 
which the poetry of this planet has thrown our human pas* 
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dons of loYe and hatred, of admiiation and contempt, ex- 
eidBe a power bad or good over human life, that cannot be 
contemplated, when stretching through many generations, 
without a sentiment allied to awe.* And of this let eyeiy 
one be assured — ^tkat he owes to the impassioned books 
which he has read, many a thousand more of emotions than 
he can consdouslj trace back to them. Dim by their 
oiigination, these emotions yet arise in him, and mould him 
through life like forgotten incidents of his childhood* 

In making a revaluation of Pope as regards some of his 
principal works, we should have been glad to examine more 
closely than we shall be able to do, some popular errors 
ffecting his whole intellectual position; and especially 
these two, fir^^ That he bdonged to what is idly called 
the French School of our literature; wcondly^ That he 
was specially distinguished from preceding poets by correct- 
ness. The first error has infected the whole criticism of 
Europe. The Schlegels, with all their false airs of subtlety, 
fiill into this error in discussing every literature of Chris- 
tendom. But, if by a mere accident of life any poet had 
first turned his thoughts into a particular channel on the 
suggestion of some French book, that would not justify 
our classing what belongs to universal nature, and what m- 

* The reason why the broad distinctions between the two litera> 
tnres of power and knowledge so little fix the attention, lies in the 
iact| that a vast proportion of books — ^history, biography, travels, 
misoellaneoiis essays, &c., lying in a middle lone, confonnd these dis- 
tinctions by interblending them. All that we call " amusement " or 
" entertainment," is a dilated form of the power belonging to passion, 
and also a mixed form ; and where threads of direct in^ruction inter- 
mingle in the textnre with these threads oipower^ this absorption of 
the duality into one representative nwmce neutralizes the separate 
perception of either. Fused into a tertium quid, or neutral state, 
they disappear to the popular eye as the repelling forces, which, io 
isct, they are. 
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fvUably arises at a oertam stage of social progress, under 
the category of a French creation. Somebody must have 
been first in point of tiine upon every field ; but this casual 
precedency establishes no title whatever to authority, or 
plea of original dominion over fields that lie within the in- 
evitable line of march upon which nations are moving. 
Had it happened that the first European writer on the 
higher geometry was a Grseco-Sicilian, that would not have 
made it rational to call geometry the Grseco-Sicilian Science. 
In every nation first comes the higher form of passion, next 
the lower. This is the mere order of nature in governing 
the movements of human intellect, as cormected with social 
evolution ; this is, therefore, the universal order, that in the 
earliest stages of literature, men deal with the great elem^- 
tary grandeurs of passion, of conscience, of the wiU in self- 
confiict ; they deal with the capital struggle of the human 
race in raising empires, or in overthrowing them — in vindi- 
cating their religion (as by crusades), or with the more mys- 
terious struggles amongst spiritual races allied to our own, 
that have been dimly revealed to us. We then have an 
Iliad, a Jerusalem Delivered, a Paradise Lost These great 
subjects exhausted, or exhausted in their more inviting 
manifestations, inevitably by the mere endless motion of 
society, there succeeds a lower key of passion. Expanding 
social intercourse in towns, multiplied and crowded more 
and more, banishes those gloomier and grander phases of 
human history from literature. The understanding is 
quickened; the lower faculties of the mind — ^fancy, and 
the habit of minute distinction, are applied to the contem- 
plation of society and manners. Passion begins to wheel 
in lower flights, and to combine itself with interests that in 
part are addressed to the insulated understanding— observ- 
ing, refining, reflecting. This maybe called the tninoi* key 
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of literatoie in oppodtioii to the major, as cultiyated by 
Sbakspeare, Spenser, Milton. Bat this kej ariaes spontan* 
eously in every people^ and by a. neceasity as sore as any 
that moulds the p-rogress of civilisatioxL Milton and 
Spenser were not of any Italian school Their Italian studies 
were the result and not the cause of the determination given 
to their minds by. nature working in conjunction with their 
social period. It is equally childish to say of Diyden and 
Pope, that they belonged to any French school That thing 
which they did, they toould have done though France had been 
at the back of China. The school to which they belonged^ 
was a school developed at a certain stage of progress in all 
nations alike by the human heart as modified by the human 
understanding : it is a school depending on the peculiar 
direction given to the sensibilities by the reflecting £Eu;ulty, 
and by the new phases of society. Even as a fact (though 
a change as to the fact could not make any change at all 
in the philosophy of the case), it is not true that either 
Dryden or Pope was even slightly influenced by French 
literature. Both of them had a veiy imperfect acquaintance 
with the French language. Dryden openly ridiculed French 
literature ; and Pope, except for some purposes connected 
with his Homeric translations, read as little of it as con- 
venience would allow. But, had this been otherwise, the 
philosophy of the case stands good ; that, after the primaiy 
formations of the fermenting intellect, come everywhere — 
in Thebes or Athens, France or England, the secondary ; 
that, after the creating passion comes the reflecting and re- 
combining passion ; that after the solenmities and cloistral 
grandeurs of life-naolitary und self-conflicting, comes the 
recoil of a self-obserring and self-dissecting stage, derived 
finom life social and gregarious. After the Biad, but doubt- 
leas many generations after, comes a Batrachomyomachia . 
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after the goigeous masque of our forefiftthers came always 
the anti-masque, that tiirew off echoes as from some deyil's 
laughter in mockery of the hollow and tiansitoiy pomps 
that went before. 

It is an error equally gross, and an error in which Pope 
himself participated, that his plume of distinction from 
preceding poets consisted in wrreiAnen, Correctness in 
what f Think of the admirable qualifieations for settling 
the scale of such critical distinctions which that man must 
have had who turned out upon this rast world the single 
oracular word << correctness" to shift for itself and explain 
its own meaning to all generationa Did he mean logical 
correctness in maturing and connecting thoughts ? But of 
all poets that have practised reasoning in verse^ Pope is the 
one most inconsequential in the deduction of his thoughts, 
and the most severely distressed in any effort to effect or to 
explain the dependency of their parts. There are not ten 
oonsecutiye lines in Pope unaffected by this infirmity. All 
his thinkiTig proceeded by insulated and discontinuous jets; 
and the only resource for Am, or chance of even seeming 
correctness, lay in the liberty of stringing his aphoristic 
thoughts like pearls, having no relation to each other but 
that of contiguity. To 9A them like diamonds was for 
Pope to risk distraction; to systsmatise was ruin. On the 
other hand, if this elliptical word oorr%tifM8»^ for elliptical it 
must be until its subject of control is assigned, is to be 
understood with such a complimentary qualification as would 
restrict it to Pope's use of Umgvagey that construction is 
even more untenable than the other — ^more conspicuously 
untenable — ^for many are they who have erred by illogical 
thinking, or by distracted evolution of thoughts : but rare 
is the man amongst classical writers in any language who 
has disfigured his meaning more remarkably than Pope 
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by imperfect ezpressiona We do not speak of plebeian 
phrases, of iexotic phrases, of slang, from which Pope was 
not free, though more firee than many of his contemporaries. 
From ynlgarism indeed he was shielded, though imperfectly, 
by the aristocratic society he kept : they being right, he 
was right : and he erred only in the cases where they misled 
him : for eyen the refinement of that age was oftentimes 
coarse and vulgar. His grammar, indeed, is often vicious; 
preterites and participles he constantly confounds, and re- 
gisters this class of blunders for ever by the cast-iron index 
of rhymes that never can mend. But worse than this mode 
of vidousness is his syntax, which is so bad as to darken 
his meaning at times, and at other times to defeat it But 
these were errors cleaving to his times ; and it would be 
nnfkir to exact from Pope a better quality of diction than 
belonged to his contemporaries. Still it is indisputable 
that a better model of diction and of grammar prevailed a 
century before Pope. In Spenser, in Shakspeare, in the 
Bible of King James's reign, and in Milton, there are very 
few grammatical errors.* But Pope's defect in language 



* And this pnrily of diction lAowg itself in many points argning 
great vigilance of attention, and alio great anxiety for using the 
language powerfully as the most venerable of traditions, when treat- 
ing the most venerable of subjects. For instance, the Bible never 
condescends to the mean colloquial preterites of ehid for did cAieJs, 
or writ for did write^ but always uses the full dress word ehodef and 
tarote. Pope might have been happier had he read his Bible more ; 
but assuredly he would have improved his English. A question 
naturally arises — ^how it was that the elder writers — Shakspeare, in 
particular (who had seen so little of higher society when he wrote 
his youthful poems of Lucrece and Adonis), should have maintained 
■0 much purer a grammar? Br. Johnson indeed, but most fiJsely, 
says that Shakspeare's grammar is licentious. " The style of Shak- 
tpeare" (these are the exact words of the Doctor in his preface) " was 
in itself ungrammatical, perplexed, and obscure.** An audacious 



was almost pecidiar to himBelf It lay in an inability, 
naised doabtleBS by indolence, to cany out and perfect the 
ezpreadon of the thought he wishes to communicate. The 
language does not lealize the idea \ it simply suggests or 
hints it Thus, to give a ain^ illustration : — 

" Know, God and Nature only are the same : . 
In man the judgment shoots at flying game." 

The first line one would naturally construe into this : that 
God and Nature were in harmony, whilst all other objects 
were scattered into incoherency by difference and disunion. 

misrepresentation ! In the Doctor himself, a legislator for the 
language, we undertake to show more numerically of trespasses 
against grammar, but (which is worse still) more unscholarlike 
trespasses. Shakspeare is singularly correct in grammar. One 
reason, we believe, was this : from the restoration of Charles n. de- 
cayed the ceremonious exteriors of society. Sti£Eness and reserve 
melted away before the familiarity and impudence of French manners^ 
Social meetings grew far more numerous as towns expanded ; social 
pleasure far more began now to depend upon conversation ; and con- 
versation growing less formal, quickened its pace. Hence came the 
call for rapid abbreviations : the ^tl$ and Yimis, the can't and donH of 
the two post-Miltonic generations arose under this impulse ; and the 
general impression has ever since subsisted amongst English writers 
— that language, instead of being an exquisitely beautiful vehicle for 
the thoughts-— a robe that never can be adorned with too much care 
or piety — ^is in fact a dirty high-road which all people detest whilst 
all are forced to use it, and to the keeping of which in repair no 
rational man ever contributes a trifle that is not forced from him by 
some severity of Quarter-Sessions. The great corrupter of English 
was the conversational instinct for rapidity. A more honourable 
source of corruption lay in the growth of new ideas, and the continual 
influx of foreign words to meet them. Spanish words arose, like 
rrformado, privadoj desperadOf and French ones past counting. 
But as these retained their foreign forms of structure, they reacted 
to vitiate the language still more by introducing a piebald aspect ci 
books which it seemed a matter of necessity to tolerate for the in- 
terests of wider thinking. The perfection of this horror was never 
ottained except amongst the Germans. 
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Not at all j it means nothing of the kind ; but that Qod 
and Nature only axe exempted from the infirmitieB of 
change. Th^ only continue unifonn and edf-consistentr 
This might mislead many readers ; but the second line must 
do so : for who would not understand the syntax to be, 
that the judgment, as it exists in man, shoots at flying 
game 1 But, in fact, the meaning is, that the judgment, 
in aiming its calculations at man, aims at an object that is 
still on the wing, and never for a moment stationary. We 
give this as a specimen of a fault in diction, the yeiy worst 
amongst all that are possible ; to write bad grammar or 
coUoquial slang does not necessarily obscure the sense ; but 
a fault like this is a treachery, and hides the true meaning 
under the doud of a conundrum : nay worse ; for even a 
eonundrum has fixed conditions for determining its solution, 
but this sort of mutilated expression is left to the solutions 
of conjecture. 

There are endless varieties of this fault in Pope, by which 
he sought relief for himself from half-an-hour's labour, at the 
price of utter darkness to his reader. 

One editor distinguishes amongst the epistles that which 
Pope addressed to Lord Oxford some years after that mini- 
ster's fall, as about the most << correct^ musical, dignified, 
and affecting" that the poet has left. Now, even as a 
specimen of vernacular English, it is conspicuously bad : 
the shocking gallicism, for instance, of << aUefid " for <' wait 
his leisure," in the line << For him thou oft hast bid the 
world attend," would alone degrade the verses. To bid 
the world attend — ^is to bid the world listen attentively, 
or look attentively ; whereas what Pope means is, that Lord 
Oxford bade the world wait in his ante-chamber, until he 
had leisure from his important conferences with a poet, to 
throw a glance upon affairs an trivial as those of the British 
a2 
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nation. This nseof the word o^foiu^ isaBhockmgTiolatiioii 
of the English idiom ; and even the slightest would be an 
unpardonable blemish in a poem of only forty lines^ which 
ought to be finished as exquisitely as a cameo. It is a still 
worse disfiguration of the very same dass, vis., a silent con- 
fession of defeat^ in a regular wrestling match with the 
difficulties of a metrical expression, that the poem terminates 

thus — 

<*Nor fean to tell that Mortimer is he;" 

why A&uld he fear f Really there is no yeiy desperate 
courage required for telling the most horrible of secrets 
about Mortimer. Had Mortimer even been so wicked 
as to set the Thames on fire, safely it might have been 
published by Mortimer*s bosom friend to all magistrates, 
sheriflfe, and constables j for not a man of them would have 
guessed in what hiding-place to look for Mortimer, or who 
Mortimer might be. True it is, that a secondary earldom, con- 
ferred by Queen Anne upon Harley Lord Oxford, was that of 
Mortimer ; but it lurked unknown to the public ear ; it was 
a coronet that lay hid under the beains of Oxford — a title 
so long funiliar to English ears, from descending through 
six-and-twenty generations of de Veres. Quite as reasonable 
it would be in a birth-day ode to the Prince of Wales, if he 
were addressed as my Lord of Chester, or Baron of Renfrew, 
or your Grace of ComwalL To express a thing in cipher 
may do for a conspirator ; but a poet's correctness is shown 
in his intelligibility. 

Amongst the early poems of Pope, the <<Eloi8A to 
ABKT.ATtT> " has a special interest of a double order : first, 
it has a personal interest as the poem of Pope, because in- 
dicating the original destination of Pope's intellect, and the 
strength of his natire vocation to a dass of poetry in deeper 
keys of passion than any which he systematically cultivated. 
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For itself alao^ and abstinusfemg from its oonnezion with 
Pope's natoral destinatioii, this poem has a 9eo(md interest^ 
an intrinsic interest, that wUl always make it dear to im- 
passioned minds. The self-conflict — ^the flux and leflnx of 
the poor agitated heart — the spectacle of Eloisa now bending 
penitentiaUy before the shadowy austerities of a monastic 
fatnre, now raving upon the remombianoes of the guilty 
past— one moment reconciled by the yery anguish of her 
soul to the grandeurs <^ religion and of prostrate adoiationy 
the next moment revolting to perilous retrospects of her 
treacherous happiness — ^the recognition by shining j^eams 
through ^e very storm and darkness evoked by her earthly 
sensibilities, of a sensibility deeper fiir in its ground, and 
that trembled towards holier objects — ^the lyrical tumult of 
the changes, the hope, the tears, the rapture, the penitence, 
the despair — ^plaee the reader in tumultuous ^rmpathj with 
the poor distracted nun. Exquisitely imagined, among the 
passages towards the end, is the introduction of a voice 
speaking to Eloisa firom the grave of some sister nun, that, 
in long-forgotten yeai% once had struggled and sufiered like 
herself, 

" Once (like heraelf) that trembled, wept, and prayed, 
Loye*B Yictim then, though now a sainted maid.*' 

Exquisite is the passage in which she prefigures a visit yet 
to come from Abelard to herself — ^no more in the character 
of a lover, but as a priest, ministering by spiritual consola- 
tions to her dying hours, pointing her thoughts to heaven, 
presenting the Gross to her through the mists of death, and 
fighting for her as a spiritual ally against the torments of 
flesh. That anticipation was not gratified. Abelard died 
long before her; and the hour never arrived for Iwm of 
which with such tenderness she says — 

'* It wiU be iktm no crime to g«ae on ma." 
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But another anticipation hat been fnlfiUed id a degree that she 
eonld hardly have contemplated ; the anticipation, namely-— 

** That ages hence, when all her woes were o^er, 
And that rehellions heart should heat bo mare,** 

>vandering feet should be attracted from afar 

" To Paraclete's white walls and silver springs," 

as the common resting-place and everlasting mairiage-bed of 
Abelard and Eloisa ; that the ^es of many who had. been 
touched by their story, by the memory of their extraordinary 
accomplishments in an age of darkness, and by the calami- 
tous issue of ^eir attachment, should seek, first and last^ 
for the grave in which the lovers trusted to meet again in 
peace ; and should seek it with interest so absorbing, that 
even amidst the ascent of hosannahs firom the choir, amidst 
the grandeurs of high mass, the raising of the host^ and 
<< the pomp of dreadful sacrifice," sometimes these wander- 
ing eyes should steal aside to the solemn abiding-place of 
Abelard and his Eloisa, offering so pathetic a contrast^ by 
its peaceful silence, to the agitations of their lives ; and that 
there, amidst thoughts which by right were all due and 
dedicated 

** to heaven, 
One human tear should drop and be forgiven." 

We may properly dose this subject of Abelard and 
Eloisa, by citing, in English, the solemn Latin inscription 
placed in the last century, six hundred years after their de- 
parture from earth, over their common remains. They 
were buried in the same grave, Abelard dying first by a 
few weeks more than twenty-one years ; his tomb was 
opened again to admit the coffin of Eloisa ; and the tradi- 
tion at Quincy, the parish near Nogent-sur-Seine, in which 
the monastery of the Fbradete is situated, wass, that at 
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the moment of intennoit Abdard opened his arms. to re« 
ceive the impassioned creature that onoe had loved Aim 
00 fronticany, and whom he had loved with a remorse so 
memorable. The epitaph is singularly solemn in its brief 
simplicity, considering that it came from Paris, and from 
academic wits : ^< Here, under the same marble slab, lie 
the founder of this monastery, Peter Abelard, and its 
earliest Abbess, Heloisa— once united in studies, in love, 
in their unhappy nuptial engagements, and in penitential 
sorrow ; but now (our hope is) reunited for erer in bliss." 

The Satibes of Pope, and what under another name 
are satires, vis., his Mokal Epistles, offer a second variety 
of evidence to his voluptuous indolence. They offend 
against philosophic truth more heavily than the Essay on 
Man ; but not in the same way. The Essay on Man sins 
chiefly by want of central principle, and by want therefore 
of all coherency amongst the separate thoughts. But 
taken as separate thoughts, viewed in the light of frag- 
ments and brilliant aphorisms, the majority of the pas 
sages have a mode of truth ; not of truth central and 
coherent^ but of truth angular and splintered. The Satires, 
on the other hand, were of false origin. They arose in a 
sense of tal^t for caustic effects, unsupported by any 
satiric heart. Pope had neither the malice (except in the 
most frigitive form), which thirsts for leaving wounds, nor, 
en the other hand, the deep moral indignation which 
bums in men whom Providence has from time to time 
armed with scourges for cleansing the sanctuaries of tmtii 
or justice. He was contented enough with society as he 
found it : bad it might be, but it was good enough for 
him: and it was. the merest self-delusion if at any mo^ 
ment the instinct of glorying in his satiric mission (the 
mc^ifiodbo apostolatum meum) persuaded him that in hU 
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it nii^t be said — FfuHi ind^gnah/i^ temm. The 
indignation of JuTenal was not always veiy noble in its 
origin, or pure in its purpose : it was sometimes mean in 
its quality, fiilse in its direction, extravagant in its ex* 
pression : but it was tremendoos in the roll of its thim- 
ders^ and as withering as the scowl of a Mephistopheles. 
Pope having no sach internal principle of wrath boiling in 
his breast, being really (if one must speak the troth) in 
the most pacific and charitable frame of mind towards all 
scoundrels whatever, except such as might take it into 
their heads to ii^jure a particular Twick^iham grotto, was 
unavoidably a hypocrite of the first magnitude when he 
affected (or sometimes really conceited himself) to be in a 
dreadful passion with offenders as a body. It provokes fits 
of laughter, in a man who knows Pope's real nature, to 
watch him in the process of brewing the storm that spon- 
taneously will not come ; whistling, like a mariner, for a 
wind to fill his satiric sails ; and pumping up into his face 
hideous grimaces in order to appear convulsed with hia- 
trionic rage. Pope should have been counselled never to 
write satire, except on those evenings when he was suffer- 
ing horribly from indigestion. By this means the indigna- 
tion would have been ready-made. The rancour against all 
mankind would have been sincere ; and there would have 
needed to be no extra expense in getting up the steam. 
As it is, the short puffs of anger, the uneasy snorts of fury 
in Pope's satires, ^ve one painfully the feeling of a loco- 
motive-engine with unsound lungs. Passion of any kind 
may become in some degree ludicrous, when disproportioned 
to its exciting occasions. But it is never entirely ludicrous, 
until it is self-betrayed as counterfeit. Sudden collapses of 
the manufactured wrath, sudden oblivion of the criminal, 
announce Pope's as a^iMws counterfeit 
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Meantime insmoerity Ib oontagious. One falaeliood draws 
on another. And having begun by taking a station of 
moral censorship, which was in the uttermost degree a self- 
delusion, Pope went on to other self-delusions in reading 
history the most familiar, or in reporting facts the most 
notorious. Warburton had more to do with Pope's satires 
as an original suggester,* and not merely as a commenta- 
tor, than with any other section of his worka Pope and 
he hunted in couples over this field : and those who know 
the absolute craziness of Warburton's mind, the perfect 
fremzy and lymphaticus error which possessed him for leav- 
ing all high roads of truth and simpUcity, in order to tres- 
pass over hedge and ditch after coveys of shy paradoxes, 
cannot be surprised that Pope's good sense should often 
have quitted him under such guidance. — ^There is, amongst 
the earnest poems of Wordsworth, one which has interested 
many readers by its mixed strain of hmnour and tenderness. 
It describes two thieves who act in concert with eadi other. 
One is a very aged man, and the other is his great-grandson 
of three years old : 

" There are ninety good years of fair aud fool weather 
Between them, and hoik go a stealing together.'' 

What reconciles the reader to this sociial iniquity, is the 
imperfect accountability of the parties ; the one being far 
advanced in dotage, and the other an infant. And thus 

" Into what sin soeyer the couple may fall, 
I%is child but half-knows it, and ihat not at all." 

Kobody besides suffers from their propensities : since the 
child's mother makes good in excess aU their depredations ; 

* It was after his connexion with Warburton that Pope intro 
dooed several of his living portraits into the Satires. 
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and nobody is duped for an instant by their gross attempts 
at fraud ; no anger or displeasure attends, their continual 
buccaneering expeditions ; on the contrary, 

." Wherever they carry their plots and their wiles, 
Every {auo& in the village is dimpled with smiles." 

There was not the same disparity of years between Pope 
and Warburton as between old Daniel and his descendant 
in the tMrd generation : Warburton was but ten years 
younger. And there was also this difiference, that in the 
case of the two thieves neither was official ringleader : 
on the contrary, they took it turn about ; great-grandpapa 
was ringleader to-day, and the litUe great-grandson to- 
morrow : 

" Each in his tarn was both leader and led : *' 

whereas, in the connexion of the two literary accomplices^ 
the Doctor was latterly always the instigator to any outrage 
on good sense ; and Pope, from mere habit of deference to 
the Doctor's theology and theological wig, as well as from 
gratitude for the Doctor's pugnacity in his defence (since 
Warburton really was as good as a bull-dog in protecting 
Pope's advance or retreat), followed with docUity the lead- 
ing of his reverend friend into any excess of foUy. It is 
true, that oftentimes in earlier days. Pope had run into 
scrapes from his own heedlessness : and the Doctor had 
not the merit of suggesting the escapadcy but only of de- 
fending it; which he always does (as sailors express it) 
<< with a will :" for he never shows his teeth so much, or 
growls so ferociously, as when he suspects the case to be 
desperate. But in the satires^ although the original ab- 
surdity comes forward in the text of Pope, and the War- 
burtonian note in defence is apparently no more than an 
afterthought of the good Doctor, in his usual style of 
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threatening to cudgel anybody iiho disputes his Mend'N 
assertion ; yet sometiineB the thought expressed and adorned 
by the poet had been prompted by the diyine. This only 
can account f<Hr the savage crotchets, paradoxes, and oonceid 
which disfigure Pope's later edition of his satires. 

Truth, erem of the most appreciable order, truth of 
history, goes to wreck continually under the perversities of 
Pope's satire applied to celebrated men ; and as to the 
higher truth of philosophy, it was stQl less likely to survive 
amongst the struggles for striking effects and startling con- 
trasts. But worse by far are Pope's satiric sketches of women, 
as carrying the same outrages on good sense to a &r greater 
excess ; and as these expose more brightly the false princi- 
ples on which he worked, and have really been the chief 
ground of tainting Pope's memory with the reputation of a 
woman-hater (which he was not)y they are worthy of sepa- 
rate notice. 

It is painful to follow a man of genius through a suc- 
cession of inanities descending into absolute nonsense, and 
of vulgar fictions sometimes terminating in brutalities. These 
are harsh words, but not harsh enough by half as applied 
to Pope's gallery of female portraits. What is the key to 
his failure t It is simply that, throughout this whole 
satiric section, not one word is spoken in sincerity of 
hearty or with any vestige of self-belief. The case was one 
of those BO often witnessed, where either the indiscretion of 
friends, or some impulse of erring vanity in the writer, had 
put him upon undertaking a task in which he had too little 
natural intmest to have either thought upon it with origi- 
nality, or of»erved upon it with fidelity. Sometimes the 
mere coercion of system drives a man into such a folly. He 
treats a sulject which branches into A, B, and 0. Having 
discussed A and B, upon which he really had something to 

B — VIII, 
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ofter, he IhinkB it necessary to integrate his work by goin^ 
forward to 0, on which he knows nothing at all, and, what 
is even worse, for which, in his heart, he cares nothing at 
alL Fatal is all fidsehood. Nothing is so sore to betray 
a man into the abject degradation of self-exposure as pre- 
tending to a knowledge which he has not, or to an enthu- 
siasm which is counterfeit By whatever mistake Pope 
found himself pledged to write upon the characters of 
women, it was singularly unfortunate that he had begun by 
denying to women any characters at alL 

" Matter too soft a lasting mark to bear, 
And best distingaished by black, brown, or fair.** 

Well for him if he had stuck to that liberal doctrine t 
<< Least said, soonest mended." And fimch he could not 
easily have said upon a subject that he had pronounced 
all but a nonentity. In Van Troil's work, or in Horrebow's, 
upon Iceland, there is a well-known chapter regularly booked 
in the index — Gonceming the Snakes of Icdand, This is 
the title, the running rubric ; and the body of the chapter 
consists of these words — '< There are no snakes in Iceland." 
That chapter is soon studied, and furnishes yeiy little open- 
ing for foot-notes or supplements. Some people have 
thought that Mr. Van T% might, with advantage, have 
amputated this unsnaky chapter on snakes ; but, at least, 
nobody can accuse him of forgetting his own extermination 
of snakes from Iceland, and proceeding immediately to 
describe such horrible snakes as eye had never beheld 
amongst the afiOictions of the island. Snakes there are 
none, he had protested ; and, true to his word, the faithful 
man never wanders into any description of Icelandic snakes. 
Not so our satiric poet He, with Mahometan liberality, 
had denied characters (ie^, souls) to women. <<Mo8t 
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women,'' he says, ''have no character at all ;"* yet^ for 
all that, finding himself pledged to treat this very subject of 
female characters, he introduces us to a museum of monsters 
in that department, such as few fancies could create, and no 
logic can rationally explain. What was he to do ? He had 
entered upon a theme, he had pledged himself to a chasci 
on which, as the result has shown, he had not one solitary 
thought — ^good, bad, or indifferent. Total bankruptcy was 
impending. Yet he waa aware of a deep interest con- 
nected with this section of his satires ; and, to meet this 
interest, he invented what was pungent, when he found 
nothing to record which was true. 

It is a consequence of this desperate resource — this 
plunge into absolute fiction — ^that the true objection to 
Pope's satiric sketches of the other sex ought not to arise 
amongst women, as the people that suffered by his malice, 
but amongst readers generally, as the people that suffered 
by his fraud. He has promised one thing, and done 
another. He has promised a chapter in the zoology of 
nature, and he gives us a chapter in the fabulous zoology 



* By what might seem a strange oversight, but which, in fact, is 
a veiy natural oversight to one who was not uttering one word in 
which he seriously believed, Pope, in a prose note on verse 207, 
roundly asserts, " that the particular characters of women are more 
v<motu than those of men.*' It is no evasion of this insufferable 
contradiction, that he couples with the greater variety of charaetera in 
women a greater imiformity in what he presumes to be their rtding 
passion. Even as to this ruling passion he cannot agree with him- 
self for ten minutes; generally, he says, it is the love of pleasure; but 
sometimes (as at verse 208) forgetting this monotony, he ascribes to 
women a dualism of passions — ^love of pleasure, and love of power-^ 
which dualism of itself must be a source of self conflict, and, there- 
fore, of inexhaustible variety in character : 

*' Those only flx'd, they tint or last obey— 
The love of pleasure and the love of fwajr.* 
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of the lierald*B college. A tigrees is aot much within 
ordinaiy experienoe^ still there u such a creature ; and in 
de&nlt of a better choice, that is^ of a choice settling on a 
more familiar ol^'ect, we are content to accept a good de- 
scription of a tigress. We are reconciled ; but we are no< 
reconciled to a description, however spirited, of a basilisk. 
A viper might do ; but not, if you please, a dragoness or a 
haipy. The describer knows, as well as any of us the 
spectators know, that he is romancing ; the incredvhu odi 
overmasters us all ; and we cannot submit to be detained 
by a picture which, according to the shifting humour of the 
poet, angry or laughing, is a lie where it is not a jest, 
is an affront to the truth of nature, where it is not con- 
fessedly an extravagance of droUeiy. In a playful fiction, 
we can submit with jdeasure to the most enormous exag- 
gerations ; but then they must be offered as such. These of 
Pope's are not m> offered, but as serious portraits ; and in 
that character they affect us as odious and malignant libels. 
The malignity was not real, — as indeed nothing was real, 
but a condiment for hiding insipidity. Let us examine 
two or three of them, equally with a view to the possi- 
bility of the olgect described, and to the merits of the 
description. 

" How soft is Silia I fearful to a£fend ; 
The frail one*B adyocatOi the weak one's friend. 
To her Calista proved her conduct nice ; 
And good Simplicins asks of Aer adyice." 

Here we have the general outline of Silia s character ; 
not particularly striking, but intelligible. She has a suavity 
of disposition that accommodates itself to all infirmities. 
And the worst thing one apprehends in her is — ^falseness : 
people with such honeyed breath for present frailties, are apt 
to exhale their rancour upon them when a little out of 
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hearing. Bat leally now thk is no foible of Silia'a One 
likes her very well, and wonld be glad of her company U 
tea. For the dramatic reader knows who Calista is ; and 
if Snia has indulgence for her, she must be a thoroughly 
tolerant creature. Where is her fiiult. then ? Ton shall 
hear — 

'* Sodden she stomiB I she raves ! — ^Yon tip the wink , 
But spare your censure ; Silia does nci drink. 
All eyes may see from vhat the change arose : 
All eyes may see — (see what?) — a pimple on her nose.*' 



Sili% the dulcet, is suddenly transformed into Silia the 
toy. But why ? The guest replies to that question by 
winking at his fellow-guest ; which most atrocious of vul- 
garities in act is expressed by the most odiously vulgar of 
phrases — ^he tips the wink — ^meaning to tip an insinuation 
that Silia is intoxicated. Not so, says the poet — drinking 
is no fault of hers — everybody may see [why not the winker 
then 1] that what upsets her temper is a pimple on the 
nose. Let us understand you, Mr. Pope. A pimple ! — 
what, do you mean to say that pimples jump up on ladies* 
faces at the unfurling of a fan 9 If they really did so in 
the 12th of George IL, and a lady, not having a pimple on 
leaving her dressing-room, might grow one whilst taking 
tea, then we think that a saint might be excused for storm* 
ing a little. But how is it that the wretch who winks 
does not see the pimple, the causa teterrima of the sudden 
wrath ; and Silia, who has no looking-glass at her girdle, 
does? And then who is it that Silia « storms" at — ^the 
company, or the pimple ? If at the company, we cannot 
defend her ; but if at the pimple— oh, by all means — storm 
and welcome — she can't say anything worse than it de- 
serves. Wrong or right, however, what moral does SOia 
illustrate more profound than this — ^that a particular lady, 
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otherwise very amiable, falls into a passion upon suddenly 
finding her face disfigured ? But then one remembers the 
song — "J/y/ao0 is mj/fortuney air, she satdy sify she said** 
-^it is a part of every woman's fortune, so long as she is 
young* Now to find one's fortune dilapidating by changes 
so rapid as this — ^pimples rising as suddenly as April clouds 
— ^is far too trying a calamity, that a little fretfulness 
should merit either reproach or sneer. Dr. Johnson's 
opinion was, that the man who cared little for dinner, could 
not be reasonably supposed to care much for anything. 
More truly it may be said, that the woman who is reckless 
about her face must be an unsafe person to trust with a 
secret. But seriously, what moral, what philosophic 
thought can be exemplified by a case so insipid, and so 
imperfectly explained as this 1 

Next comes the case of Nardssa : — 

** * Odions I in woollen f * 'Twould a saint provoke/ 
Were the last words that poor Narcissa spoke* 
' No, let a charming chintz and Bnissels laoe 
Wrap my cold limbs and shade my lifeless face ; 
One would not sure be frightfiil when one*s dead : 
And, Betty, give this cheek a little red.' " 

Well, what's the matter now ? What's amias with Narcissa, 
that a satirist must be called in to hold an inquest upon 
the corpse, and take Betty's evidence against her mistress ? 
Upon hearing any such question, Pope would have started 
up in the character (very unusual with him) of religious 
censor, and demanded whether one approved of a woman'^s 
fixing her last dying thought upon the attractions of a 
person so soon to dwell with darkness and worms ? Was 

* This refers to the Act of Parliament, then recent, for burying 
corpses in woollen, which greatly disturbed the fashionable costuma 
in coffins eomme U/auL 



that riglii — ^to provide for coquetting in hti oofl^ ? Whjr 
no, not strictly right, its impropriety cannot be denied; 
but what strikes one even more is^ the suspicion that it 
may be a lie. Be this as it may, there are two insurmount- 
able objections to the case of NarciBsa, even supposing it 
not fictitious — yiz.f firsts that so far as it oflfends at all, it 
offends the religious sense, and not any sense of which 
satire takes charge ; secondly, that without reference to the 
special functions of satire, any form of poetry whatever, 
or any mode of moral censure, concerns itself not at all 
with total anomalies. If the anecdote of Nardssa were 
other than a fiction, then it was a case too peculiar and 
idiosyncratic to furnish a poetic illustration ; neither moral 
philosophy nor poetiy condescends to the monstrous or tho 
abnormal ; both one and the other deal with the catholic 
and the representative. 

There is another Narcma amongst Pope's tulip-beds of 
ladies, who is even more open to criticism — ^because offering 
not so much an anomaly in one single trait of her character, 
as an utter anarchy in alL Fkma, and Fhilomedi again 
present the same multitude of features with the same 
absence of all central principle for locking them into unity. 
They must have been distractiDg to themselves ; and th^ 
are distracting to us a centuiy later. FhilomedSy by the 
way, represents the second Duchess of Marlborough,* 
daughter of the great Duke. And these names lead us 

* The sons of the Duke havmg died in early youth, ihe title and 
estates were so settled as to descend through this daughter, who mar- 
ried the Earl of Sunderland* In oonsequence of this arrangement, 
Spencer, the name of Lord Sunuerland, displaced, until lately, the 
great name of OkurekUl; and the Earl became that second Duke 
of Marlborough, about whom BmoUett tells ub in his Hiatoiy of 
England (Beign of George 11.; so remarkable and to this hour w 
mysterious a stoiy 
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naturally to Sarah^ the original, and (one may call lier) the 
historical Duchess^ who is libelled under the name of Atona. 
This character amongst all Pope's satiric sketches has been 
celebrated the most, with the single exception of his Atticm, 
But the Atticus rested up(m a different basis — ^it was true ; 
and it was noble. Addison really had the infirmities of 
envious jealousy, of simulated fiiendship, and of treacherous 
collusion with his friend's enemies — ^which Pope itnputed 
to him under the happy parisyllabic name of Atticus ; and 
the mode of imputation, the tone of expostulation — ^indig- 
nant as regarded Pope's own iiguries, but yet full of respect 
for Addison, and eyen of sorrowful tenderness ; all this in 
combination with the interest attached to a feud between 
two men so illustrious, has sustained the Auicus as a classic 
remembrance in satiric literature. But the Atossa is a 
mere chaos of incompatibilities, thrown together as into 
some witch's cauldron. The witch, however, had some- 
times an unaffected malignity, a sincerity of venom in her 
wrath, which acted chemically as a solvent for combining 
the heterogeneous ingredients in her kettle ; whereas the 
want of truth and earnestness in Pope leave the incon- 
gruities in his kettle of description to their natural inco- 
herent operation on the reader. We have a great love for 
the great Duchess of Marlborough, though too young by a 
hundred years * or so to have been that true and faithful 
Mend which, as contemporaries, we might have been. 

What we love Sarah for, is partly that she has been 
ill used by all subsequent authors, one copying from another 

* The Dachess dif)d in the same year as Pope, viz., jost in time 
by a few months to miss the Bebellion of 1745, and the second Pre 
tender ; spectacles which for little reasons (yindictive or otherwise) 
both of them would have enjoyed nntil the spring of 1746, when their 
hour of hope passed away for ever. 
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A fuiy against her which e^eii in the fint of these anthon 
was not reaL And a second thing which we Ioyc is her 
Yeiy Tiolenoe^ qoalified as it was. Salphmeoas vapoors of 
wiath rose xsp in ealumns from the crater of her tempes* 
tuous nature against him that deeply offended her, bnt she 
neglected petly wrongs. Wait, howerery let the Yolcanic 
laya haye tune to cool, and all retained to absolate reposa 
It has been said that she did not write her own book. 
We are of a different opinion. The mutilations of the book 
were from other and inferior hands : bat the main tertare 
of the narratiye and of the comments were, and must have 
been, from herself, since there ooold haye been no adequate 
motiye for altering them, and nobody else could haye had 
the same motiye for uttering them. It is singiilar that in 
the case of the Duchess, as well as that of the lady M. W. 
Montagu, the same two men without concert, were the original 
aggressors amongst the gen» de plume^ yiz., Pope^ and sub- 
sequently, next in the succession to Aim, Horace Walpole. 
Pope suffered more from hisown libelloas assault upon AUmo, 
through a calumny against himself rebounding from it, 
than AtosM could haye done from the point-blank shot of 
fifty such batteries. The calumny circulated was» that he 
had been bribed by the Duchess with a thousand pounds 
to suppress the character — ^which pocketing of a bribe of 
itself was bad enough ; but, as the consommation of base- 
ness, it wsi.. «dded, that after all, in spite of the bribe, he 
eaused it to be published. This calumny we belieye to 
haye been utterly without foundation. It is repelled by 
Pope's character, incapable of any act so yile, and by his 
position, needing no bribes. But what we wish to add is, 
that the calumny is equally repelled by Sarah's character, 
incapable of any propitiation so abject Pope wanted no 
thousand pounds ; but neither did-Sarah want his clemency. 
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He would have icjected the £1000 cheque with scorn; 
bttfe Ae would have Boomed to offer it. Pope cared little 
for Saiah ; but Sarah caied nothing at all for Pope. 

What is offensive, and truly so, to every generous reader, 
may be expressed in two items : firsts not pretending to 
have been himself iiyured by the Duchess, Pope was in 
this instance meanly adapting some third person's malice^ 
which sort of intrusion into other people's quarrels is a 
sycophantic act, even where it may not have rested upon 
a sycophantic motive ; secondly, that even as a second-hand 
malice it is not sincere. More shocking than the malice 
is the self-imposture of the malice : in the very act of 
puffing out his cheeks like .^lus, with ebullient fury, and 
conceiting himself to be in a passion perfectly diabolic, 
Pope is really unmoved, or angry only by fiivour of dys- 
pepsy ; and at a word of kind flattery from Sarah (whom 
he was quite the man to love), though not at the clink of 
her thousand guineas, he would have fallen at her feet, and 
kissed her beautiful hand with rapture. To enter a house 
of hatred as a junior partner, and to take the stock of 
malice at a valuation— (we copy from advertisements) — 
thai is an ignoble act But th^ how much worse in the 
midst of all this unprovoked wrath, real as regards the 
persecution which it meditates, but false as the flatteries of 
a slave in relation to its pretended grounds, for the specta- 
tor to find its malice counterfeit, and the fury only a 
plagiarism from some personated fury in an opera. 

There is no truth in Pope's satiric sketches of women — 
not even colourable truth ; but if there were, how frivolous, 
how hollow, to erect into solemn monumental protestations 
against the whole female sex what, if examined, turn out 
CO be pure casual eccentricities, or else personal idioqrncra- 
des, or else foibles shockingly caricatured, but, above all. 
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to be each foibles as oooM not have oonnected thenuselvea 
with sincere feelings of indignation in any rational mind. 

The length and breadth [almost we might say — ^the 
4eptK\ of the shallowness, whidi characterizes Pope's Phi- 
losophy^ cannot be better reflected than firom the four well- 
known lines — 

"For modes of faith let graceless zealots fight, 
HU can't be wrong, whose life is in the right ; 
For forms of gOTomment lei fools contest, 
Whatever is best administered is best.** 

In the first couplet, what Pope says is,- that a life, which 
is irreproachable on a human scale of appreciation, neutra- 
lizes and practically cancels all possible errors of creed, 
opinion, or theory. But this schism between the moral 
life of man and his moral faith, which takes for granted 
that either may possibly be true, whilst the other is entu^ly 
fidse, can wear a moment's plausibility only by understand- 
ing lifem so limited a sense as the sum of a man's external 
actions, appreciable by man. He whose life is in the right, 
cannot^ says Pope, in any sense calling for blame, have a 
wrong faith ; that is, if his life wei^e right, his creed might 
be disregarded. But the answer is — ^that his life, according 
to any adequate idea of life in a moral creature, cannot be 
in the right imless in so far as it bends to the influences of 
a true ^tL How feeble a conception must that man have 
of the infinity which lurks in a human spirit, who can 
persuade himself that its total capacities of life are ex- 
haustible by the few gross <icU incident to social relations 
or open to human valuation? An act, which may be 
necessarily limited and without opening for variety, may 
inyolve a large variety of motives — ^motives again, meaning 
grounds of action that are distinctly recognised for such, 
may (numerically speaking) amount to nothing at all when 
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compared with Uie absolutely infinite iuliuzeB of feeling oi 
combinations of feeling that vary the thooghts of man ; 
and the true internal acta of monl man are his thoughts — 
his yearnings— his acfpirations — ^his f^ympathies— or repulr 
sions of heart This is the life of man as it is appreciable 
by heayenly eyes. The scale of an alphabet — ^how narrow 
is that! Four or six and twenty letters, and all is finished 
Syllables range through a wider compass. Words are yet 
more than syllables. But what are words to thoughts? 
Every word has a thought corresponding to it, so that not 
l^ so much as one solitary counter can the words outruix 
the thoughts. But every thought has not a word corre- 
sponding to it : so that the thoughts may outrun the words 
by many a thousand counters. In a developed nature they 
do so. But what are the thoughts when set against tne 
modifications of thoughts by feelingSi hidden even from him 
that feels them — or against the inter-combinations of such 
modifications with others — complex with complex, de- 
complex with decomplex — ^these can be unravelled by no 
human eye I This is the infinite music that God only can 
read upon the vast harp of the human heart Some have 
fancied that musical combinations might in time be ex- 
hausted. A new Mozart might be impossible. All that 
he could do might already have been done. Music laughs 
at thatf as the sea laughs at palsy, as the morning laughs 
at old age and wrinkles. But a harp, though a world in 
itself, is but a narrow world in comparison with the world 
of a human heart 

Now these thoughts, tinctured subtly with the perfume 
and colouring of human affections, make up the sum of 
what merits icar' cf 0x17V the name of life ; and these in a 
vast proportion depend for their possibilities of truth upon 
the degree of approach which the thinker makes to the 
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appropriataon of a puie faitL A man is thinkiiig all day 
long, and patting thoughts into words : he is acting com- 
paratively seldom. Bat are any man's thoiights brought 
into conformity with the openings to truth that a fidtJi 
like the Christian's fidth suggests? Far from it Pro- 
bably th^re never was one thought, from the foundation of 
the earth, that has passed through the mind of m'-n, which 
did not offer some blemish, some sorrowful shadow of pollu- 
tion, when it came up for review before a heavenly tribunal ; 
that is, supposing it a thought entangled at all with human 
interests or human passions. But it is the Jtey in which the 
thoughts move that determines the stage of moral advance- 
ment. So long as we are human, many among the nume- 
rous and evanescent elements that enter (half-observed oi 
not observed at all) into our thoughts, cannot but be tainted. 
But the governing, the predominant ement it is which 
gives the character and tendency to the thought; and 
this must become such, must become a governing element, 
through the quality of the ideas deposited in the heart by 
the quality of the religious faith. One pointed illustration 
of this suggests itself from another poem of Pope's, in 
which he reiterates his shallow doctrine. In his Universal 
Prayer he informs us, that it can matter little whether we 
pray to Jehovah or to Jove, so long as in either case we 
pray to the First Cause. To contemplate God under that 
purely ontological relation to the world, would have little 
more operative value for what is most important in man 
than if he prayed to Gravitation. And it would have been 
more honest in Pope to say, as virtually he has said in the 
couplet under exanunation, that it can matter little whether 
man prays at all to any being. It deepens the scandal of this 
sentiment, coming from a poet professing Christianity, that 
a clergyman (holding preferment in the Engjlish Ghurcih), 
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viz., Dr. Joseph Warton, justifies Pope for this Pagan 
opinion, upon the ground that an ancient philosopher had 
uttered the same opinion long before. What sort of 
philosopher ? A Christian ? No : but a P^n. What 
then is the value of the justification? To a Pagan it 
could be no blame that he should avow a reasonable 
Pagan doctrine. In Irish phrase, it was << true for Am." 
Amongst gods that were all utterly alienated firom any 
scheme of moral government, all equally remote firom 
the executive powers for sustaining such a government, 
so long as there was a practical anarchy and rivalship 
amongst themselves, there could be no sufficient reason 
for addressing vows to one rather than to another. The 
whole pantheon collectively could do nothing for moral 
influences ; hfortwriy no separate individual amongst them. 
Pope indirectly confesses this elsewhere by his own impas- 
sioned expression of Ohristian feelings, though implicitly 
denying it here by his mere understanding. For he rever- 
berates elsewhere, by deep echoes, that power in Chris- 
tianity, which even in a legendary tale he durst not on 
mere principles of good sense and taste have ascribed to 
Paganism. For instance, how could a God, having no 
rebellion to complain of in man, pretend to any occasion of 
large forgiveness of man, or of framing means for recon- 
ciling this forgiveness with his own attribute of perfect 
holiness % What room, therefore, for ideals of mercy, ten- 
derness, long-suffering, under any Pagan religion — under 
any worship of Jove % How again j&om gods, disfigured by 
fleshly voluptuousness in every mode, could any counte- 
nance be derived to an awful ideal of purity % Accordingly 
we find, that even among the Romans (the most advanced, 
as regards moral principle, of all heathen nations) neither 
the deep fountam of benignity, nor that of purity, was 
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unhealed m man's heart So much of either was sanctioned 
as could fall within the purposes of the magistrate, but 
beyond that level neither fountain could have been per- 
mitted to throw up its column of water, nor could, in 
fact, have had any impulse to sustain it in ascending ; and 
not merely because it would have been repressed by ridi- 
cule as a deliration of the human mind, but also because it 
would have been frowned upon gravely by the very prin< 
dple of the Roman polity, as wandering away from civie 
objects. Even for so much of these great restorative ven- 
tilations as Bome eiijoyed, she was indebted not to her 
religion, but to elder forces acting in spite of her religion, 
viz., the original law written upon the human heart Now, 
on the other hand, Christianity has left a separate system 
of ideals amongst men, which (as regards their develop- 
ment) are continually growing in authority. Waters, after 
whatever course of wandering, rise to the level of their 
original springs. Christianity lying so far above aU other 
fountains of religious influence, no wonder that its irriga- 
tions rise to altitudes otherwise unknown, and from which 
the distribution to every level of society becomes compara- 
tively ea£fy. Those men are reached oftentimes— choosing 
or not choosing — ^by the healing streams, who have not 
sought them nor even recognised them. Infidels of the 
most determined class talk in Christian lands the morals of 
Christianity, and exact that morality with their hearts, con- 
stantly mifltAking it for a morality co-extensive with man ; 
and why ? Simply from having been moulded unawares 
by its universal pressure through infancy, childhood, man- 
hood^ in the nursery, in the school, in the market-place. 
Pope himself, not by system or by affectation an infidel, 
nor in any coherent sense a doubter, but a careless and 
indolent assenter to such doctrines of Christianily as his 
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own Ghorch prominently pat forward, or aa aodal luipect- 
ability seemed to enjoin, — ^Pope, therefore^ so far a toij luke- 
warm Qhristian, was yet nnconsdooBly to himself searched 
profomidly by tLa Qhiistian types of parity. This we may 
road in his 

" Hark, the hefald angels say, 
Sister spirit, oome away I " 

Or, again, as some persons read the great lessons of spiritual 
ethics more pathetically in those that have transgressed 
them than in those that have been Mthfhl to the end — 
read them in the Magdalen that fades away in penitential 
tears rather than in the yirgin martyr triumphant on the 
scaffold — ^we may see in his own Eloisa, and in her fighting 
with the dread powers let loose upon her tempestuous .soul, 
how profoundly Pope also had drunk from the streams of 
Christian sentiment through which a new fountain of truth 
had ripened a new vegetation upon eartL What was it that 
Eloisa fought with ? What power afSicted her trembling 
nature, that any Pagan religions could have evoked 1 The 
human love ** the nympholepsy of the fond despair,*' might 
have existed in a Vestal Virgin of ancient Bome : but in 
the Vestal what counter-influence could have come into 
conflict with the passion of love through any operation 
whatever of religion 1 None of any ennobling character 
that could reach the Vestal's own heart The way in which 
religion connected itself with the case was through a tradi- 
tional superstition — ^not built upon any fine spiritual sense of 
female chastity as dear to heaven — ^but upon a gross fear 
of alienating a tutelaiy goddess by offering an imperfect 
«Hicrifice. This sacrifice, the sacrifice of the natural house- 
hold * charities in a few injured women on the altar of thft 

* The VeBtaU not only renounced marriage, at least for those 
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goddea^ was selfish in all its stages-Hsdfish in the daik 
deity that could be pleased by the sufferings of a human 
being simply as sufferings, and not at all under any fiotion 
that they were yoluntaiy ebullitions of religious derotion — 
selfish in the senate and people who demanded these suffer- 
ings as a ransom paid through sighs and tears for their 
ambition — selfish in the Vestal herself, as sustained alto- 
gether by fear of a punishment too terrific to face, sustained 
therefore by the meanest principle in her nature. But in 
Eloisa how grand is the collision between deep religious 
aspirations and the persecuting phantoms of her undying 
human passion ! The Vestal feared to be walled up alive 
— abandoned to the pangs of hunger — ^to the trepidations 
of darkness — ^to the echoes of her own lingering groans — 
to the torments perhaps of frenzy rekindling at intervals the 
decaying agonies of flesh. Was that what Eloisa feared ? 
Punishment she had none to apprehend : the crime was 
past, and remembered only by the criminals : there was 
none to accuse but herself : there was none to judge but 
God. Wherefore should Eloisa fear ? Wherefore and with 
what should she fight ? She fought by turns against her- 
self and against Gk»d, against her human nature and against 
her spiritual yearnings. How grand were the mysteries of 
her faith, how gracious and forgiving its condescensions ! 
How deep had been her human love, how imperishable its 
remembrance on earth ! " What is it," the Roman Vestal 
would have said, " that this Christian lady is afraid of ? 
What is the phantom that she seems to see V* Vestal ! it 
is not fear, but grief. She sees an immeasurable heaven 
that seems to touch her eyes : so near is she to its love. 

years in which marriage could be a natural Uessing, bat also left tlieii 
fathers' houses at an age the most tfyi'^^ to the hmnan heart tAt 
regards the piings of soparatiAii 
b2 
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gudd^jy m Abelard — the gloiy of his race — appevfB, that 
aeems to touch her lips. The heavens recede and (timiniBh 
to a stany point twinkling in an unfathomable abyas ; they 
die all but lost for her. Fire, it is in Eloisa that searches 
fire : the holy that fights with the earthly ; fire that cleanses 
with fire that consumes : like cavalry the two fires wheel 
and counterwheel, advancing and retreating, charging and 
eountercharging through and through each other. Eloisa 
trembles, but she trembles as a guilty creature before a 
tribunal unveiled within the secrecy of her own nature : 
there was no such trembling in the heathen worlds, for 
there was no such secret tribunal Eloisa fights with a 
shadowy enemy : there was no such fighting for Roman 
Vestals : because all the temples of our earth (which is the 
crowned Vesta), no, nor all the glory of her altars, nor all 
the pomp of her cruelties, could cite from the depths of k 
human spirit any siich fearful shadow as Christian faith 
evokes from an afflicted conscience. 

Pope, therefore, wheresoever his heart speaks loudly, 
shows how deep had been his early impressions from 
Christianity. That is shown in his intimacy with Crashaw, 
in his Eloisa, in his Messiah, in his adaptation to Christian 
purposes of the Dying Adrian, &c It is remarkable, also, 
that Pope betrays, in all places where he has occasion to 
argue about Christianity, how much grander and more 
faithful to that great theme were the subconscious percep- 
tions of his heart than the explicit commentaries of his 
understanding. He, like so many others, was unable to read 
or interpret the testimonies of his own heart, an unfathomed 
deep over which diviner agencies brood than are legible to 
the intellect. The cipher written on his heaven-visited heart 
was deeper than his understanding could interpret 

If the question were asked, What ought to have been 
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the best among Pope's poems f most people would answer, 
the Eaap on Mafk If the question were asked. What is 
the worst ? ail people of judgment would say, the Essay m, 
Man, Whilst yet in its rudiments, this poem claimed the 
first place by the promise of its subject ; when finished, by 
the utter failure of its execution, it fell into the last. The 
case possesses a triple interest — ^first, as illustrating the 
character of Pope modified by his situation ; secondly, as 
illustrating the true nature of that << didactic " poetiy to 
which tlus particular poem is usually referred ; thirdly, as 
illustrating the anomalous condition to which a poem so 
grand in its ambition has been reduced by the double dis- 
turbance of its proper movement j one disturbance through 
the position of Pope, another through his total misconcep- 
tion of didactic poetry. First, as regards Pope's position^ 
it may seem odd — ^but it is not so— that a man's social 
position should overrule his intellect. The scriptural de- 
nunciation of riches, as a snare to any man that is striving 
to rise above worldly views, applies not at all less to the in- 
tellecty and to any man seeking to ascend by some aerial 
arch of flight above ordinary intellectual efforts. Biches 
are fatal to those continuities of energy without which 
there is no success of that magnitude. Pope had £800 a 
year. That seems not so much. No, certainly not, sup- 
posing a wife and six children : but by accident Pope had 
no wife and no children. He was luxuriously at his ease : 
and this accident (^ his position in life fell in with a con- 
stitutional infirmity that predisposed him to indolence. 
Even his religious faith, by shutting him out from those 
public employments which else his great friends would have 
been too happy to obtain for him, aided his idleness, or 
sometimes invested it with a false character of conscientious 
Bclf-deniaL He cherished his religion too certainly as a 
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plsa for idleneea The result of all thk mm, that in hH 
habits of thinkiiig and of stad j Qf study we can call a 
style of reading so desnltoiy as Au), Pope became a pnie 
dilettante; in his intellectaal eclecticism he yrBB 9- r^ere 
epicure^ toying with the delicacies and varieties of litera- 
ture ; revelling in the first bloom of moral speculations, 
but sated immediately; fastidiously retreating from all 
that threatened labour, or that exacted continuous atten- 
tion; &thoming, throughout all his vagrancies amongst 
books, no foundation ; filling up no chasms ; and with aU 
his fertility of thought expanding no germs of new lifa 

This career of luxurious indolence was the result of early 
luck which made it possible, and of bodily constitution 
which made it tempting. And when we remember his 
youthful introduction to the highest circles in the metro- 
polis, where he never lost his footing, we cannot wonder 
that, without any sufficient motive for resistance, he should 
have sunk passively under his constitutional propensities, 
and should have fluttered amongst the flower-beds of litera- 
ture or philosophy far more in the character of a libertine 
butterfly for casual enjoyment, than of a hard-working bee 
pursuing a premeditated purpose. 

Such a character, strengthened by such a situation, would 
at any rate have disqualified Pope for composing a work 
severely philosophic, or where philosophy did more than 
throw a coloured light of pensiveness upon some sentimen- 
tal sulgect. If it were necessary that the philosophy 
should enter substantially into the very texture of 
the poem, furnishing its interest and prescribing its 
movement, in that case Pope's combining and theorizLog 
faculty would have shrunk as from the labour of building 
a pyramid. And wo to him where it did noty as really 
happened in the case of the Essay on Man For his 



facoiiy of execation was imder an absolute necesuty of 
ahrinking in honor item the enormouB details of such an 
enterprise to which so rashly he had pledged himself. He 
was sure to find himself as find himself he did, landed in 
the most dreadful embarrassment upon reviewing his own 
woik. A work which, when finished, was not even be- 
gan ; whose arches wanted their key-stones ; whose parts 
had no oohereni^ ; and whose pillars, in the very moment 
of loeing thrown open to public view, were already crumbling 
into ruins. This utter prostration of Pope in a work so 
ambitious as an Essay on Man — a prostration predeter- 
mined from the first by the personal circumstances which 
we have noticed — ^was rendered still more irresistible, in 
the second place, by the general misconception in which 
Pope shared as to the veiy meaning of << didactic" poetiy. 
Upon which point we pause to make an exposition of our 
own views. 

What 18 didactic poetiy 1 What does ^* didactic ** mean 
when applied as a distinguishing epithet to such an idea as 
a poem 1 The predicate destroys the subject : it is a case 
of what logicians call eantradicUo in adjecto — ^the unsaying 
by means of an attribute the veiy thing which is the sub- 
ject of that attribute you have just afl&rmed. No poetiy 
can have the function of teaching. It is impossible that a 
variety of species should contradict the veiy purpose which 
contradistinguishes its genm. The several species differ 
partially ; but not \fj the whole idea which differentiates 
their class. Poetiy, or any one of the fine arts (all of which 
alike speak through the genial nature of man and his ex- 
cited sensibiHtie^ can teach only as nature teaches, as 
forests teach, as the sea teaches, as infancy teaches, viz., 
by deep impulse, by hieroglyphic suggestion. Their teach- 
ing is not direct or explicit, but lurking, implicit, masked in 
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deep incamadons. To teach formally and professedly, k 
to abandon the yeiy differential character and principle of 
poetiy. If poetry could condescend to teach anything, it 
would be truths moral or religious. But even these it can 
utter only through symbols and actions. The great moral, 
for instance, the last result of the Paradise Lost, is once 
formally announced, viz., to justify the ways of God to man ; 
but it teaches itself only by diffusing its lesson through the 
entire poem in the total succession of events and purposes : 
and even this succession teaches it only when the whole is 
gathered into unity by a reflex act of meditation ; just as the 
pulsation of the physical heart can exist only when all the 
parts in an animal system are locked into one organization. 
To address the insuUcted understanding is to lay aside 
the Prospero's robe of poetry. The objection, therefore, to 
didactic poetry, as vulgarly understood, would be fatal even 
if there were none but this logical objection derived from 
its definition. To be in self-contradiction is, for any idea 
whatever, sufficiently to destroy itself. But it betrays a 
more obvious and practical contradiction when a little 
searched. If the true purpose of a man's writing a didac- 
tic poem were to teach, by what suggestion of idiocy should 
he choose to begin by putting on fetters % wherefore should 
the simple man volunteer to handcuff and manacle himself, 
were it only by the encumbrances of metre, and perhaps of 
rhyme ? But these he will find the very least of his en- 
cumbrances. A far greater exists in the sheer necessity of 
omitting in any poem a vast variety of details, and even 
capital sections of the subject, unless they will bend to pur- 
poses of ornament Now this collision between two pur- 
poses, the purpose of use in mere teaching, and the purpose 
of poetic delight, shows, by the uniformity of its solution, 
which of the two is the true purpose, and which the merely 



oBteiudble purpose. Had the true purpose been instruction 
the moment that this was found incompatible with a poetic 
treatment, as soon as it was seen that the sound education 
>f the reader-pupil could not make way without loitering to 
gather poetic flowers, the stem cry of << duty" would oblige 
the poet to remember that he had dedicated himself to a 
didactic mission, and that he differed from other poets, as a 
monk from other men, by his vows of self-surrender to 
harsh ascetic functions. But^ on the contrary, in the very 
teeth of this rule, wherever such a collision does really 
take place, and one or other of the supposed objects must 
give way, it is always the vulgar object of teaching (the 
pedagogue's object) which goes to the rear, whilst the 
higher object of poetic emotion moves on triumphantly. In 
resklity not one didactic poet has ever yet attempted to use 
any parts or processes of the particular art which he made 
his theme, unless in so far as they seemed susceptible of 
poetic treatment, and only because they seemed so. Look 
at the poem of Cyder^ by Philips, of the Fleece by Dyer, 
or (which is a still weightier example) at the Georgics of 
Virgil, — does any of these poets show tke least anxiety for 
the correctness of your principles, or the delicacy of your 
manipulations in the worshipful arts they affect to teach ? 
No ; but they pursue these arts through every stage that 
offers any attractions of beauty. And in the veiy teeth of 
all anxiety for teaching, if there existed traditionally any 
veiy absurd way of doing a thing which happened to be 
eminently picturesque, and if, opposed to this, there were 
some improved mode that had recommended itself to poetio 
hatred by being dirty and ugly, the poet (if a good one) 
would pretend never to have heard of this disagreeable im- 
provement. Or if obliged, by some rival poet, not abso- 
lutely to i^ore it, he would allow that such a thing could 
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be done^ but hint that it was hateful to the Musea o? 
Ofaoea^ and yeiy likely to breed a pestilence. 

This subordination of the properly didactic function to 
the poetic, which leayes the old eflSftutial distinction of 
poetiy [712., its sympathy with the genial motions of man's 
heut] to override all accidents of special yaiiation, an4 
shows that the essence of poetiy never can be set aside 
by its casual modificatioii3, — ^will be compromised by some 
loose thinkers, under the idea that in didactic poetry the 
element of instruction is, in fact, one element, though subor- 
dinate and secondary. Not at alL What we are denying 
is, that the element of instruction enters at aZMnto didactic 
poetiy. The subject of the Georgics, for instance, is Rural 
Economy as practised by Italian farmers : but Virgil not 
only omits altogether innumerable points of instruction 
insisted on as articles of religious necessity by Varro, Cato, 
Golumella, &c., but, even as to those instructions which he 
does communicate, he is careless whether they are made 
technically intelligible or not. He takes very little pains 
to keep you from capital mistakes in pra4^isinff his instruc- 
tions : but he takes good care that you shall not miss any 
strong impression for the eye or the heart to which the 
rural process, or rural scene, may naturally lead. He pre- 
tends to give you a lecture on farming, in order to have an 
excuse for carrying you all round the beautiful farm. He 
pretends to show you a good plan for a farm-house, as the 
readiest means of veiling his impertinence in showing you 
the farmei^s wife and her rosy children. It is an excellent 
plea for getting a peep at the bonny milk-maids to propose 
an inspection of a model dairy. Ton pass through the 
poultry-yard, imder whatever pretence, in reality to see the 
peacock and his harem. And so on to the very end, the 
pretended instruction is but in secret the connecting tie 
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#hkh Lolds togeihia the lann^dng flowen going df horn 
it to tbe rigkt and to tiia left ; wfailst if ever at intervala 
this proey thread of pure didaeticB is brought forward sune 
obtmsiyely, it is so by way of foil, to make more effedive 
\xgon the eye the prodigality of the floral magofficence. 

We affirm, therefore, that the didaddc poet is so &r from 
c^ekingeven a seeondazy or remote olgect in the particoLir 
points of^information which he may happen to communicate, 
that much rather he would prefer the hayiii^ communicated 
none at aO. We will explain ourselTes by means of a little 
illustration from Pope, which will at the same time fuxniah 
US with a miniatare type of what we onrselvefl mean by a 
didactic poem, both in reference to what it w and to what 
it is not. In the Bape of the Lock there is a game at 
cards played, and played with a briUianiqy of efiTect and 
felicity of selection, applied to the circumstances, which 
make it a sort of gem within a geoL This game was not 
in the first edition of the poem, but was an after-thought 
of Pope's, laboured therefore with more than usual care. 
We regret that cmhrey the game described, is no longer 
played, so that the entire skill with which the mimic battle 
is fought cannot be so frdly appreciated as in Pope's days. 
The strategics haye partly perished, which really Pope 
ought not to complain of, since he suffers only as Hannibal, 
Marins, Serto ius, suffered before Imn. Enough, however, 
sorvives of what will tell its own story. For what is it» 
l^t us ask, that a poet has to do in such a case^ supposing 
tiiat he were disposed to weave a didactic poem out of a 
pack of cards, as Yida has out of the chess-board ? In de« 
scribing any particular game he does not seek to teouih yoU 
that game — ^he postulates it as alrrnxdy known to you— 
but he relies upon separate resources. Ist, He will revive 
in the reader's eye^ for pictRresqa» effect, the well-known 
— ^vni. 
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personal distinctioDS of the Beveral kings, knaTOs, &a, their 
appearances and their powers. 2dly, He will choose some 
game in which he may display a happy selection applied to 
the chances and tarns of forfcone, to the manceayres, to the 
situations of doubt, of brightening expectation, of sudden 
danger, of critical deliverance, or of final defeat. The 
interest of a war will be rehearsed — lis est de paupere> 
regno — ^that is true; but the depth of the agitation 6n 
such occasions, whether at chess, at draughts, or at cards, 
is not measured of necessity by the grandeur of the stake ; 
he selects, in short, whatever fascinates the eye or agitates 
the heart by mimicry oi life ; but so far from Uachin^f he 
presupposes the reader already tauglU, in order that he may 
go along with the movement of the descriptions. 

Now, in treating a subject so vast as that which Pope 
chose for his Essay, viz., MAir, this edecticism ceases to be 
possible. Every part depends upon every other part : in such 
a nexus of truths, to insulate is to annihilate. Severed from 
each other the parts lose their support, their coherence, their 
very meaning ; you have no liberty to reject or choose. Be- 
sides, in treating the ordinary themes proper for what is called 
didactic poetiy — say, for instance, that it were the art of 
rearing silk-worms or bees — or suppose it to be horticulture, 
landscape-gardening, hunting, or hawking, rarely does there 
occur anything polemic ; or if a slight oontroverey does arisen 
it is easily hushed asleep — ^it is stated in a line, it is answer- 
ed in a couplet But in the themes of Lucretius and Pope 
everything is polemic — you move only through dispute, you 
prosper only by argument and never-ending controversy, 
rhere is not positively one capital proposition or doctrine 
about man, about his origin, his nature, his relations to 
€kd, or his prospects, but must be fought for with energy, 
watched at every turn with vigilance, and followed into 
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endless mazes, not under the choice of th6 writer, but 
under the inexorable dictation of the argument. 

Such a poem, so unwieldy, whilst at the same time so 
austere in its philosophy, together with the innumerable 
polemic parts essential to its good faith and even to its 
evolution, would be absolutely unmanageable firom excess 
and from disproportion, since often a secondary demur 
would occupy far more space than a principled section. 
Here lay the impracticable dilemma for Pope's Essay on 
Man. To satisfy the demands of the subject, was to defeat 
the objects of poetry. To evade the demands in the way 
that Pope has done, is to offer us a ruin for a palace» 
The veiy same dHemma existed for Lucretius, and with the 
veiy same result. The De Rerum Naturd (which mighty 
agreeably to its theme, have been entitled De OmnSbm 
Rebv£)y and the Essay on Man (which might equally have 
borne the Lucretian title De Rerum N'aturd), are both, and 
from the same cause, fragments that could not have been 
completed. Both are accumulations of diamond-dust with- 
out principles of coherency. In a succession of pictures, 
such as usually form the materials of didactic poems, the 
slightest thread ^of interdependency is sufficient. But, 
in works essentially and everywhere argumentative and 
polemic, to omit the connecting links, as often as they are 
insusceptible of poetic effect, is to break up the unity of the 
parts, and to undermine the foundations, in what expressly 
offers itself as a sysfcematio and architectural whole. Pope's 
poem has suffered even more than that of Lucretius from 
this want of cohesion. It is indeed the realization of 
anarchy ; and one amusing test of this may be found in the 
£eu^, that different commentators have deduced from it the 
very opposite doctrines. In some instances this apparent 
antinomy is doubtful, and dependent on the ambiguities or 



•bBcuiities of the expTeemoiL Bat in oiken it is fairlf 
deducible ; and tiie oanee lies in the eDIptioal stractore ai 
the work : the eHipeis, or (as someilmes it may be called) 
the ehann, may be filled np in two diffisrent modes essen- 
tially hostile: and he that sapplies the hiatm, in ^ect 
determines the bias of the poem this way or thai?— to a 
religious or to a sceptical resolt. In tiiis edition the com* 
mentary of Warburton has been retained, which ought 
certainly to haye been dismissed. The essay is, in effect 
a Hebrew word with the rowel-points omitted : and War- 
burton supplies (me set of rowels, whiUt Qrousaz sometimes 
with equal right supplies a contiadictory set 

As a whole, the edition before us is certainly the most 
sgreeable of all that we possess. The fiddity of Mr. 
Bosooe to the interest of Pope's reputation^ contrasts 
pleasingly with the harshness at times of Bowles, and the 
reckless neutralily of Warton. In the editor of a great 
classic, we riew it as a rirtue, wearing the grace of loyalty, 
that he should refuse to expose frailties or defects in a 
spirit of exultation. Mr. Roseoe's own notes are written 
with a peculiar good sense, temperance, and kind feeling. 
The only objection to them, which applies, howerer, still 
more to the notes of the former editors, is the want of 
compactness. They are not written under that austere 
instinct of compression and rerbal parsimony, as the ideal 
merit in an annotator, which ought to goreru all such 
ministerial labours in our days. Books are becoming too 
much the oppresfdon of the intellect, and cannot endure any 
longer the accumulation of undigested commentaries, or that 
qpedes of di£[tision in editors which roots itself in laziness ; 
tiie efforts of condensation and sdecticn are painful ; and 
tkey are luxuriously eraded by reprinting indiscriminately 
whole masses of notes— though often in substance reiterate 



ing each other. Bat the hiterests of readers damoroualy 
call for the amendment of thk system. The principle of 
selection must now be applied even to the text of great 
authors. It is no longer adyisable to reprint the whole 
of either Dryden or Pope. Not that we woold wish to see 
their works mutilated. Let such as are selected be printed 
in the fullest integrity of the tert But some have lost 
their interest ;* others, bj the eleyation of public morals 
smce the days of those great wits, are felt to be now utterly 
unfit for general readiilg. Equally for the reader's sake 
and the poet's, tbe time has arrived when th^ may be 
advantageously retrenched : for they are painfully at war 
with those feelings of entire and honourable esteem with 
which all lovers of exquisite intellectnal brilliancy must 
wish to surround the name* and memory of Pope. 



* We do not inclnde the Buhciad in this list. On the contrary, tbe 
argoments by which it has been generally nnderralned, as though 
antiquated by lapse of time and by the fading of names, are all on* 
sound. We ourselves hold it to be the greatest of Pope's efforts. 
But for 'that Tory reason we-retire from the examination of it, which 
we had designed, as being idioUy disproportioDed to ike nairov 
Imats lemaining to as. 
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Thb Greek tragedy is a dark problem. We cannot say 
that the Greek drama, as a whole, is such in any mote 
compiehensiye sense; for the comedy of Greece depends 
essentially upon the same principles as our own. Comedy, 
as the reflex of social life, will shift in correspondence to 
the shifting movements of dvilisation. Inevitably as human 
intercourse in cities grows more refined, comedy will grow 
more subtle ; it will build itself on distinctions of character 
less grossly defined, and on features^ of manners more deli- 
cate and impalpable. But ihe fundus, the ultimate resource, 
the well-head of the comic, must for ever be sought in (me 
and the same field — ^viz., the ludicrous of incident, or the 
ludicrous of situation, or the ludicrous which arises in a 
mixed way between the character and the situation. The 
age of Aristophanes, for example, answered in some respects 
to our own earliest dramatic era, viz., from 1588 to 1635, 
an age not (as Dr. Johnson assumes it to have been, in his 
elaborate preface to Shakspeare) rude or gross ; on the con- 
trary, far more intense with intellectual instincts and 
agencies than his own, which was an age of collapse. But 
in the England of Shakspeare, as in the Athens of Aristo- 
phanes, the surface of society in cities still rocked, or at 
least undulated, with the ground-swell surviving from 
periods of intestine tumult and insecurity. The times were 
still martial and restless ; men stiU wore swords in pacifio 
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amemblies ; the intellect of the age was a fennentmg in- 
tellect ; it was a revolutionaiy intellect And comedy 
itself, coloTired by the moving pageantries of life, was more 
sinewy, more audacious in its movements; spoke with 
something more of an impassioned tone; and was hung 
with draperies more rich, more voluminous, more pictui- 
esque. On the other hand, the age of the Athenian Me- 
nander, or the English Congreve, though still an unsettled 
age, was far less insecure in its condition of police, and far 
less showy in its exterior aspect In England, it is true 
that a picturesque costume still prevailed ; the whole people 
were still draped * professionally ; each man's dress pro- 
claimed his calling ; and so far it might be said, << natid 
oomoeda est" But the characteristic and dividing sinrit 
had fled, whilst the forms survived ; and those middle men 
had universally arisen, whose equivocal relations to different 
employments broke down the strength of contrast between 
them. Comedy, therefore, was thrown more exclusively 
upon the interior man ; npaa tiie nuances of his nature, or 
upon the finer spirit of his manners. It was now the ac- 
knowledged duty of comedy to fathom the coynesses of 
human nature, and to arrest the fleeting phenomena of 
human demeanour. 

But tragedy stood upon another footing. Whilst the 
comic muse in every age acknowledges a relationship which 
is more than sisterly — in &ct, little short of absolute 



* " The whole people toere etiU draped profeseiondUy,''* — ^For ex- 
ample, even in Queen Anne's reign, or so late as that of George i., 
physicians never appeared without the insignia of their calling; 
clergymen would have incurred the worst suspicions had they gone 
faito the streets without a gown and bands. Ladies, again^ universaDy 
wore masks, as the sole substitute known to our ancestors for the 
Jkodem parasol ; a fact, perhaps, not gsiMrally known. 
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4deiitity-— tii6 Izagic mue of Qnece «nd England tfaiiid m 
te aloof 'M bardJIf to SBoogmae eaeb other under any oom- 
mon dedgnafcion. Few people bave erec studied the 
Oredan diama ; and henoe may be explained the poBBi- 
bility that so little ehould have been said by critics upon 
its chancteristic diffioenoes^ and nothing at iaU upon the 
philosophic ground of these drffnenoes. Henoe may be 
explained the &ct, that, vhilst Qreek. tragedy has alwajs 
been a problem in criticism, it is still a problem of which 
no man has attempted the solution. This problem it is our 
intention briefly to investigate. 

L There are cases occasionally occurring in the English 
drama and the Spanish, where a play is exhibited within a 
play. To go no further, ereiy person remembers the re- 
markable instance of this in Hamlet. Sometimes the same 
thing takes place in painting. We see a chamber, suppose, 
exhibited by the artist, on the walls of which (as a custom- 
ary piece of furniture), hangs a picture. And as this pic- 
ture again might represent a room furnished with pictures, 
in the mere logical possibilily of the case we might imagine 
this descent into a life below a life going on ad m/lnUusn, 
Practically, however, the process is soon stopped. A re- 
trocession of this nature is difficult to manage. The originid 
ptctoie is a mimio-*-an unreal life. But this unreal life is 
itself a real life with respect to the secondary picture ; 
wJiich again must be supposed realized with rdation.to the 
jtertiaiy picture^ if such a thing were attempted. CSonse- 
quently, at every step of the introvolvtion (to neologise a 
little in a case justifying a neologism), something must be 
done to differentiate the gradations, and to express the sub- 
ordinations of life ; because each term in the descending 
series^ being first of all a mode of non-reality to the spec- 
tator, is next to assume the fdncticvn of a rsal life in 
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its lelatiani to the next lower or inteodor tenn of the 
series. 

What the paixiter does in order to produce this peculiar 
modificatioii of appeaiancei^ so that an dbject shall affect 
us first of all as an idealized or unreal thing, and nesct as 
itself a sort of relation to some secondaiy olject still more 
intensely unreal, ve shall not attempt to describe ; for in 
some tedinical points we should, perhaps^ £eu1 to satisfy the 
reader : and without technical explanations we could not 
satisfy the question. But, as to the poet — all the depths of 
philosophy, at least of any known and recognised philosophy, 
would less ayail to explain, Bpeculatively, the principles 
which, in such a case, should guide him, than Shakspeaie 
has explained by his practice. The problem before him 
was one of his own suggesting ; the difficulty was of his 
own making. It was — so to differentiate a drama that It 
might stand within a dram% precisely as a painter places 
a picture within a picture ; and therefore that the secondaiy 
or inner drama should be non-realized upon a scale that 
would throw, by comparison, a reflex colouring of reality 
upon the principal drama. This was the problem : this was 
the thing to be accomplished : and the secret, the law, of 
the ' process by which he accomplishes this, is — to swell, 
tumefy, stiffen, not the diction only, but the tenor of the 
thought ; in &ct) to stilt it, and to giva it a prominence 
and an ambition beyond the scale which he adopted for his 
ordinary life* It is, of course, therefore, in rhyme — an 
artifice which Shakspeaie employs with great effect on 
other similar occasions (that is, occasions when he wished 
to solemnize or in any way differentiate the life) ; it is con- 
densed and massed as respects the flowing of the thoughts; 
it is rough and horrent with figures in strong relief like the 
embossed gold oi an ancient Tase : and the moYementof 



^ 
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the scene is contracted into short gyrations — so unlike tlM 
free sweep and expansion of his general developments. 

NoWy the Grecian tragedy stands in the very same cir- 
cumstances, and rises firom the same original basis. T^ 
therefore, the reader can obtain a glimpse of the life within 
a life, which the painter sometimes exhibits to the eye, and 
which the Hamlet of Shakspeare exhibits to the mind — 
then he may apprehend the original phasis under which we 
contemplate the Greek tragedy. 

11. But to press further into the centre of things, per- 
haps the very first element in the situation of the Grecian 
tragedy, which operated by degrees to evoke all the rest, 
was the original elevation of the scale by which all waa to 
be measured, in consequence of two accidents — 1st, the 
sanctity of the ceremonies in which tragedy arose j 2d, the 
vast size of the ancient theatres. 

The first point we need not dwell on : everybody is aware 
that tragedy in Greece grew by gradual expansions out of 
an idolatrous rite — out of sacrificial pomp : though we do 
not find anybody who has noticed the consequent overruling 
effect which this had upon the quality of that tragedy : 
how, in fact, from this early cradle of tragedy, arose a 
sanctity which compelled all things to modulate into the 
same religious key. But next, the theatres — ^why were 
they so vast in ancient cities, in Athens, in Syracuse, in 
Capua, in Eome? Purely from democratic influences. 
Every citizen was entitled to a place at the public scenical 
representations. In Athens, for example, the state paid for 
him. He was present, by possibility and by legal fiction, 
at every performance : therefore, room must be prepared 
for him. And, allowing for the privileged foreigners (the 
domiciled aliens called /AcrotKo*), we are not siurprised to 
boar that the Athenian theatre was adapted to an audience 
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of thirty thoasand persons. It is not enough to say that 
nahtrallif — ^we have a right to say that inevUMj^ — out of 
this prodigious compass, exactly tea times over the compass 
of the large Dnuy Lane burned down a generation ago, 
arose certain immediate results that moulded the Greek 
tragedy in all its functions, purposes, and phenomena. The 
person must be aggrandized, the countenance must be idea* 
lized. For upon any stage coire^nding in its scale to the 
colossal dimensions of such a houise, the unassisted human 
figure would have been lost; the unexaggerated human 
features would have been seen as in a remote perspective, 
and besides, have had their expression lost ; the unrever- 
berated human voice would have been undistinguishable 
from the surrounding murmurs of the audience. Hence 
the cothurnus to raise the actor; hence the voluminous 
robes to hide the disproportion thus resulting to the figure ; 
hence the mask larger than life, painted to represent the 
noble Orecian contour of countenance; hence the mechanism 
by which it was made to swell the intonations of the voice 
like the brazen tubes of an organ. 

Here, then, you have a tragedy, by its veiy origin, in 
mere virtue of the accidents out of which it arose, standing 
upon the inspiration of religious feeling ; pointing, like the 
spires of our English parish churches, up to heaven by mere 
necessity of its earliest purpose, from which it could not 
alter or swerve per solium; so that an influence once 
there, was always there. Even from that cause, therefore, 
you have a tragedy ultra-human and Titanic But next, 
from political causes falling in with that early religious 
cause, you have a tragedy forced into a more absolute and 
unalterable departure from a human standard. That figure 
so noble, that voice so profound, and, by the very construc- 
tion of the theatres as well as of the masks^ receiving such 
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iolenm xeverberation% proclaim abong eleviitod above the 
ofdiiuuy hiuDan ecale. And then oomes the oonnteraiioe 
always a4ii]8ted to the same unvaiying tone of Bentiment^ 
vuL, the pranding sentimeiit of thesitDatkniy whidi of itself 
▼oakl go ftr to leoover the key-note of Greek tragedy; 
These things being given, ire bogin to perodye a life re- 
moved by a great golf from the ordinaiy human life even 
of kings and heroes : we desory a life vnthin a lifei 

ILL Here, therefore^ is the fiist great landing-jilacey the 
first station, from which we can contemplate the Greek 
tragedy with advantage. It is, by comparison with the 
Uib of Shakspeare, what the inner lifb of the mimetic play 
in Hamlet is to the outer life of tiie Hamlet ItseiE It is a 
life below a life. That is — it is a life treated upon a scale 
so sensibly different from the proper life of the spectator, as 
to impress him profocmdly with the feeling of its idealiza- 
tion* Shakspeare's tragic life is onr own life exalted and 
selected: the Greek tragic life presupposed another life, 
the spectator's, thrown into relief before it The tragedy 
was projected upon the eye from a vast prolondily in the 
rear : and between this life and the spectator, however near 
its phantasmagoria might advance to him, was stiU an im- 
measurable golf of shadows. 

Hence, coming nearer still to the determinate nature and 
drcnmscription of the Greek tragedy, it was net in any 
sense a development — L Of hmnan character ; or, S. Of 
homan passion. Either of these oljects, attribated to 
tragedy, at once inoculates it with a life essentially on the 
common human standard. Bat that neither was so much 
as dreamed of in die Grecian tragedy, is evident from liie 
mere mechanism and ordinary conduct of those dramas 
whidi survive ; those especially which seem entitled to be 
' viewed as fair models of the common standard. About 1000 
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to 1500 Una^ of wHdi (m&^fth must be deducted for the 
bosineiB of the ehoi<ta^ may be taken as the avera^ extent 
of a Gieek tragic drama. Five acts, of one hnndied and 
sixty lines each, allow no sweep at all for the systole and 
diastole, the contraction and expansion, the knot and the 
dinauemerUy of a tragic interest^ according to oto: modem 
meaning. The ebb and flow, the inspiration and expira- 
tion, cannot find room to play in snch a narrow scene. 
Were the interest made to tarn at all npon the evolntion of 
character, or of passion modified by character, and both 
growing upon the reader tiiroogfa various aspects of dialogue, 
of soliloquy, and of multiplied action — it would seem a 
storm in a wash-hand basin. A passion which advanced 
and precipitated itself through such rapid harlequin changes, 
would at best impress us with the feeling proper to a hasty 
melodrame, or perhaps serious pantomime. It would read 
like the imperfect outline of a play ; or, still worse, would 
seem framed to move through such changes as might raise 
an excuse for the dancing and the lyric mucda But the 
very external phenom^ia, the apparatus and scenic decora- 
Mons of the Greek tragedy, all point to other function& 
Shakspeare— that is, English tragedy — postulates the in- 
tense life of fiesh and blood, of animal sensibility, of man and 
woman — ^breathing, waking, stirring, palpitating with the 
pulses of h<^ and fear. In Greek tragedy, the very masks 
show the utter imposBibility of these tempests or conflicts. 
Struggle tiiere is none, internal or external : not like 
Hamlef s with his own constitutional inertia, and his 
gloomy irresolution of conscience ; not like Macbeth's with 
his better feeling as a man, with his hospitaOty as a host. 
Medea, the most tragic figure in the Greek scene, passes 
Utrongh no flux and reflux of pasnon, through no convul- 
sions of jealousy on the one hand, or maternal love on ^ 
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' V. The notion, for ^canq^ that murder, or Tioknt 
cEoath, was bamehed fiom tiie Greek stage, cm the Fteisian 
conceit of 1^ shock which sach Uoody inddents wonkt 
give to 1^ taste, is perfectlj emmeons. Not because it 
was sanguinary, bat because it was actiim, had the Greeks 
an olgecticm to such violences. No action of any kind 
proceeds legitimately on that stage. The persons of the 
drama are always in a reposing state, « so long as they are 
before the audience." And the very meaning of an a<^ is, 
that in the interrals, the suspension of the acts, any posoble 
time may elapse, and any possible action may go on. 

VL Hence, also, a most erroneous theoiy has arisen 
about Fate as brooding over the Greek tragic scene. This 
was a fiivourite notion of the two Schlegels. But it is evi- 
dent that many Greek tragedies, both amongst those whidi 
survive, and amongst those, the title and subjects of which 
are recorded, did not, and could not, present any opening at 
all for this dark agency. Consequently it was not essential 
And, even where it did intervene, the Schl^ls seem to 
have misunderstood its purpose. A prophetic colouring, a 
colouring of ancient destiny, connected with a character or 
an event, has the effect of exalting and ennobling. But 
whatever tends towards this result, inevitably translates the 
persons and their situation from that condition of ordinary 
breathing life, which it was the constant effort of the Greek 
tragedy to escape ; and therefore it was, that the Greek 
poet preferred the gloomy idea of Fate : not because it was 
essential, but because it was elevating. It is for this 
reason, and apparently for this reason only, that Cassandra 
is connected by uSschylus with Agamemnon. The Sphinx, 
indeed, was connected with the horrid tale of (Edipus in 
every version of the tale : but Cassandra was brought t^n 
the stage out of no certain historic tradition, or proper rela- 
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'don to AgamenmoDi bat to confer the flolenm and iQjstoricn^ 
hoar of a dadc prophetic wo upon the dieadM catastropha 
Fate was l^ierefoie naed, not for its own diieot moial value 
as a force upon the will, but for its derivitiVe power of 
ennobling and darkening. 

YIL Hence, too, that habit amongBt the tragic poets of 
traveling back to regions of forgotten fable and dark 
legendary mythus. Antiquity availed powerfully for their 
porposes^ because of necessily it abstracted aU petty detaili 
of individuality and local notoriety; all that would hav< 
<x>mpoBed a character. It acted as twilight acts (which 
removes day's << mutable distinctions"), and reduced the 
historic person to that suUime state of monotonous gloom 
which suited the views of a poet who wanted only the 
fihiationf but would have repelled a poet who sought also 
for the complex featiHes of a character. It is true that 
such remote and fabulous periods are visited at tunec^ 
though not haunted, by the modem dramatist. Events are 
sought, even upon the IVeiieh stage, firom Gothic or from 
Moorish times. But in that case, the poet endeavours to 
improve and strengthen any traits of character that tradition 
may have preserved, or by a direct effort of power to create 
them altogether, where history presents a blank neutrality 
— ^whereas the Qreik poet used simply that faint outline 
of character, in its gross distinctions of good and bod, 
which the situation itself implied. For example, the Oreon 
of Thebes is pretty uniformly exhibited as tyrannical and 
crueL But that was the mere result of his portion as a 
rival originally for the throne, and still more as the exe- 
cutive minister of the popular vengeance against Polynices 
for having brought a tide of war against his mother land : 
in that representative character Oreon is compelled to acte 

of cruelty against Antigone in her sublime exercise of 
c2 



66 . THEORY Of ORESR TIUOSDT 

natdial piety — ^both sisterly and filial : and this croelty to 
her and to the miseiablt wreck, her father, making the 
veiy wrath of heaven an argument for further persecution, 
terminates in leaving him an object of hatred to the spec- 
tator. But after all, his conduct seems to have been 
purely official and ministeiiaL Nor, if the reader think 
otherwise, will he find any further emanation from Greon*s 
individual will or heart than the mere blank expression of 
tyranny in a public cause : nothing, in short, of that com- 
plexity and interweaving of qualities, that interaction of 
moral and intellectual powers, which we modems understand 
by a character. In shorty all the nide outlines of character 
on the Oreek stage were, in the first place, mere inheritances 
from tradition, and generally mere determinations from the 
situation : and in no instance did the qualities of a man's 
will, heart, or constitutional temperament, manifest them- 
selves by and through a collision or strife amongst each 
other ; which is our test of a dramatic character. And 
therefore it was that elder, or even fabulous ages, were 
used as the true natural field of the tragic poet ; partly 
because antiquity ennobled; partly also because, by ab- 
stracting the individualities of a character, it left the 
historic figure in that neutral state which was most 
entirely passive to the moulding and determining power 
of the situation. 

Two objections we foresee — 1. That even iEschylus, the 
sublimest of the Greek tragedians, did not always go back 
to a high antiquity. He himself bad fought in the Persian 
war j and yet he brings both Xerxes and his &ther Darius 
(by means of his apparition) upon the stage ; though the 
very Marathon of the father was but ten years earlier than 
the Thermopylse and Salamis of the son. But in this 
instance the scene is not properly Grecian : it is referred 
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by the mind to Susa^ the capital of Persiay far eastward 
even of Babylon, and four months* march finom Hellas. 
Remoteness of space in that case countervailed the proxi- 
mily in point of time ; though it may be doubted whether, 
-without the benefit of the supernatural, it would, even in 
that case, have satisfied the Grecian taste. And it cer- 
tainly would not, had the whole reference of the piece 
not been so intensely Athenian. For, when we talk 
of Grecian tragedy, we must remember that, after all, 
the Pagan tragedy was in any proper sense exclusively 
Athenian ; and the t^dency of the Grecian taste, in 
its general Grecian character, was in various instances 
modified or absolutely controlled by that special feature 
of its existence. 

2. It will be urged as indicating this craving after 
antiquity to be no peculiar or distinguishing feature of the 
Greek stage, that we modems also turn away sometimes with 
dislike from a mod^n subject. Thus, if it had no other 
fault, the Charles L of Banks is coldly received by English 
readers,- doubtless ; but not because it is too modem. 
The objection to it is, that a parliamentaiy war is too 
intensely political; and political, moreover, in a way 
which doubly defeated its otherwise tragic power ; first, 
because questions too notorious and too domineering of 
law and civil polity were then at issue ; the very same 
which came to a final hearing and settlement in 1688-9. 
Our very form of government, at this day, is the result of 
the stmggle then going on, — a fact which eclipses and 
dwar& any separate or private interest of an individual 
prince, though otherwise and by his personal character, in 
the very highest degree, an object of tragic sympathy. 
Secondly, because the political interest afloat at that era 
(1649) was too complex and intricate ; it wanted the sim- 
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plidty of a poetic interest That jb the olijeetiaii to Qharlee 
L aa a tragec^t not beoaaae modeiDy hot becanaetoo 
domineeringly political ; and becanae the caaniatifi ftatoiee 
of the atnation were too many and too intricata 

Yin. Thus &r, therefore^ we now comprehend the 
purposes and true loau to the human imagination of the 
Grecian tragedy — that it was a most imposing scenic ex- 
hihition of a few grand aitoations : grand from their veiy 
simplicity^ and from the consequences which awaited their 
denouement; and seeking snpport to this grandeur from 
constantly fixing its eye upon elder ages lost in shades of 
antiquity ; or, if departing from that ideal now and then, 
doing BO with a yiew to patriotic objects, and seeking an 
occasional dispensation from the rigour of art in the popular 
indulgence to whatever touched the glory of Athen& Xet 
the reader take, along with him, two other circumstanoei^ 
and he will then C(»npl6te the idea of this stately drama ; 
first, the character of the Dialogue; secondly, the functions 
of the Chorus, 

IX. From one hundred and fifty to one hundred and 
eighty lines of hexameter Iambic verse compose the dialogue 
of each act* This space is sufficient for the purpose of 



* The five acts, which old tradition prescribed as binding npon 
the Ghreek tragic drama, cannot always be marked off by the intermp- 
tions of the chorus. In the MBradeicUe of Euripides they can. But 
it is eyident that these acts existed for the sake of the chorus, by way 
of allowing sufficient openings (both as to number and length) for 
the choral dances ; and the necessity must have grown out of the 
time allowed for a dramatic representation, and originally, therefore, 
out of the mere accidental convenience prescribed by the social usages 
of Athens. The rule, therefore, was at any rate an arbitrary rule. 
Purely conventional it would have been, and local, had it even grown 
out of any Attic superstition (as we have sometimes thought it might) 
as to the number of the choral danoea. But most probably it rested 
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unfolding the sitnation to flie spectator ; bat, as a means 
of unfolding a character, would hare been by much too 
limited. For such & puiposOy again, as this last, nnmorous 
scenes, dialogues, or soliloquies, must have been requisite ; 
whereas generally, upon the Greek stagey a single scene, one 
dialogue between two interlocutors, occupies the iantire act 
The object of this dialogue was, of eourse, to bring forward 
the prominent points of the situation, and to improye itis 
interest as regarded — 1. its grandeur ; 2. its statuesque 
arrangement to the eye ; or, 3. the burden of tragic conse- 
quences which it announced. With such purposes, so dis- 
tinct firom any which are pursued upon the modem stage, 
arose a corresponding distinction of the dialogue. Had the 
dialogue ministered to any purpose so progressive and so 
active as that of developing a character, with new incidents 
and changes of the speakers coming forward at every mo- 
ment, as occasions for evoking the peculiarities of that 
character — in such a case the more it had resembled thie 
movement, the fluctuations, the hurry of actual life and of 
real colloquial intercourse, the more it would have aided 
the views of the poet. But the purpose of the Greek 
dialogue was not pfogressive ; essentially it was retrospec- 
tive. For example, the HeroAileidcB opens with as fine and 



upon a sort of conventioD, which of all is the least entitled to respect 
or translation to foreign soils, viz., the mere local arrangement of 
meals and sleeping honrs in Athens; which, having prescribed a 
limited space to the whole performance, afterwards left this space to 
he distributed between the recitation and the more popular parts, 
addressed to eye and ear, as the mob of Athens should insist. Horace, 
in saying roundly as a sort of hruiumjubmen^ " Neu quitUo hretfier 
neu sit producUor, ctcbi FabidOf" delivers this capricious rule in the 
capricious manner which becomes it. The stet pro ratione voluntas 
oomes forward equaUy in the substance of the precept and in the 
ftf le of its delivery. 
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impTCBfiiye a group as ever seolptor chiselled — a group of 
yoong children, princely daughters of a great hero, whose 
acts resound through all mythology : viz., of Hercules, of a 
Grecian cleanser and deliyerer from monsters, once irresist^ 
ible to quell the oppressor, but now dead, and himself the 
subject of outrage in the persons of his children. These 
youthful ladies, helpless from their sex, with their grand- 
mother Alcmene, now aged and infirm, have arranged themr 
selves as a marble group on the steps ascending to the 
altars of a local deity. They have but one goide, one 
champion — a l»rotheF-in-arms of the deceased Hercules, and 
his reverential friend ; but this brave man also suffering, 
through years and martial toils, under the penalties of de- 
caying strength. Such is the situation, such the inaugura- 
tion of this solemn tragedy. The dialogue which follows 
between lolaus, the faithful guardian of the ladies, and the 
local ruler of the land, takes up this inaugural picture— -so 
pompous from blazing altars and cloudy incense — so religious 
from the known meaning of the conventional attitudes — 
80 beautiful from the loveliness of the youthful suppliants 
rising tier above tier according to their ages, and the gra- 
duation of the altar steps — so moving in its picture of 
human calamity by the oontcastiAg figure of the two grey- 
haired supporters — so complete and orbicular in its delinea- 
tion of human frailty by the surmoimting circumstances of 
its crest, the altar, the priestess, the temple, the serene 
Grecian sky — this impressive picture, having of itself ap- 
pealed to every one of thirty thousand hearts, having 
already challenged universal attention, is now explained and 
unfolded through the entire first act lolaus, the nolle old 
warrior, who had clung the closer to the fluttering dovecot 
of his buried friend from the unmerited persecution which 
had assaulted.them, comments to the stranger prince upon 
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ibe spectacle before him-— a Bpectacle significant to Gredau 
eyes, intelligible at once to eveiybody ; but still rare and 
witnessed in practice by nobody. The prince, Demophoon, 
is a ruler of Athens : the scenp is placed in the Attic terri- 
tory, but not in Athens ; about fifteen miles, in fisu^ from 
that city, and not far from the dread field of future Mara- 
thon. To the prince, lolaus explains the lost condition of 
his young flock. The ruler of Argos had driven them out 
of every asylum in the Peloponnesus. From city to city 
he had followed them at the heels, with his cruel heralds 
of persecution. They were a party of unhappy fugitives 
(most of them proclaiming their innocence by their very 
age and helplessness) that had run the circle of Greek 
hospitality : everywhere had been hunted out like wild 
beasts, or, like those common nuisances from which their 
illustrious father had liberated the earth : that the long 
drcuit of their unhappy wanderings had brought them &t 
last to Athens, in which city they had a final confidence 
as knowing not only the justice of that state, but that 
she only wotdd not be moved from her purposes by fear (^ 
the aggressor. No finer opening can be imagined. The 
statuesque beauty of the group, and the unparalleled per- 
secution which the first act exposes (a sort of misery and 
an absolute hostiliiy of the human race to which our ex- 
perience suggests no corresponding case, except that of a 
leper in the middle ages, or of a Pariah, or of a man usder a 
papal interdict), fix the attention of the spectators beyond any 
other situation in Grecian tragedy. And the compliment to 
Athens, not verbal but involved in the very situation, gave 
a depth of interest to this drama, for the very tutelary 
region of the drama ; which ought to stamp it with a sort 
of prerogative as in some respects the ideal tragedy or 
model of the Greek theatre 
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Nov, this one dialogue, as filling one act of a 
diamay is quite soffident to explain tlw view we take of the 
,Greek tngic dialpgae. It m altogether retroapeethe. It 
takes fta its theme the vimlje group ananged on the stage 
before the spectatars firom the first Looking back to this, 
the two interlocutom (supposed to come forward upon the 
stage) oontriye between them, one by pertinent questionSy 
the other by judidons management of his repliesi to bring 
out those drcumstances in the past fortunes and imme- 
diate drcnmstances of this interesting fiunily, which may 
put the audience in possession of all which it is important 
for them to know. The reader sees the dark legendaiy 
character which invests the whole tale ; and in the follow- 
ing acts this darkness is made more emphatic from the iaxi 
that incidents are used, of which contradictory versions ex- 
isted, some poets adopting one version, some another : so 
doudy and uncertain were the facts. All this apocryphal 
gloom aids that sanctity and awe which bdong to another 
and a higher mode of life ; to that slumbering life of sculp- 
ture, as opposed to painting, which we have called a life 
within a life. Grecian taste would inevitably require that 
the dialogue shotdd be adjusted to this starting-point and 
standard. Acoardin^y, in the first place, the dialogue is 
always (and in a degree perhaps unperceived by the transla- 
tors up to this time) severe, massy, simple, yet solemnized 
intentionally by the use of a select vocabulary, correspond- 
ing (in point of archaism and remoteness from ordinary use) 
to OUT own scriptural vocabulary I Secondly, the metre is 
of a kind not yet examined with suitable care. There were 
two objects aimed at in the Greek Iambic of the tragic 
drama ; and in some measure these objects were in collision 
with each other, unless most artfully managed. One was 
to exhibit a purified imitation of real human conversation* 
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The other was to impress upon this colloquial form, thus 
far by its very nature recalling ordinary human life, a 
character of solemnity and religious consecration. Partly 
this was effected by acts of omission and commission ; by 
banishing certain words or forms of words ; by recalling 
others of high antiquity: particular tenses, for instance, 
were never used by the tragic poets ; not even by Euripides, 
(the most Wordsworthian* of the Athenian poets in the cir- 
cumstance of having a peculiar theory of poetic diction, 
which lowered its tone of separation, and took it down from 
the cothurnus) : other verbal forms, again, were used no- 
where but upon the stage. Partly, therefore, this consecra- 
tion of the tragic style was effected by the antique cast, and 
the exclusive cast of its phraseology. But, partly also, it 
was effected by the metre. From whatever cause it may 
arise — chiefly, perhaps, from differences in the genius of the 
two languages— certain it is that the Latin Iambics of 



* Yalckenaer, in his immortal series of comments oii the Fhcemsaas 
of Euripides, notices the peculiar spirit and tendency of the innoy»- 
tions introduced into the tragic diction by this youngest of the great 
Athenian dramatists. These innovations ran in the yeiy same direction 
as those of Wordsworth in our own times ; to say this, however, with- 
out further explanation, considering how profoundly the views of 
Wordsworth in this matter have been misunderstood, woald simply 
be — ^to mislead the English reader equally as to Euripides. Tet, as 
we should be sorry to discuss so great a theme indirectly and in a 
comer, it may be enough for the present to remark — that Euripides 
did not mean to tax his great predecessors ^schylus and Sophocles 
with any error of taste in the cast of their diction. Having thetr 
purposes, they chose wisely. But he felt that the Athenian trage^ 
had two functions — 1. to impress awe, and religious terror; 2. to 
impress pity. This last he adopted as his own pecuHar function , 
and with it a correspondiijg diction — ^less grand (it is true) and 
stately, but counterbalancing this loss by a far greater power of pure 
(sometimes we may say, of holy) household pathos. 8noh also wac 
the change wrought by Words werth« 
D — vni. 
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Beneca, &c. (in the tragedies aseribed to him), cannot be bo 
tead by an English mouth as to produce anything like the 
sonorous rhythmus, and the grand intonation of the Greek 
Iambics. This is a curious fieust, and as yet, we believe, un- 
noticed. But, over and above this original adaptation of 
the Greek language to the Iambic metre, we have no doubt 
whatever that the recitation of verse on the Attic stage 
was of an artificial and semi-musical character. It was un- 
doubtedly much more mstained and intonated with a slow 
and measured stateliness,* which, whilst hannonizing it "with 
^he other circumstances of solemnity in Greek tragedy, 
would bring it nearer to music. Beyond a doubt, it had 
the effect (and might have the effect even now, managed by 
fl good reader) of the recitative in the Italian opera : as, in- 
deed, in other points, the Italian opera is a much nearer 
representative of the Greek tragedy than the direct modem 
tragedy — ^professing that title. 

X. As to the Chorus, little needs to be said upon this 
element of the Athenian tragedy. Everybody knows how 
solemn, and therefore how solemnizing, must have been the 
richest and most lyrical music, the most passionate of the 
ancient poetry, the most dithyrambic of tragic and religious 
raptures, supported to the eye by the most hieroglyphic 
and therefore mysterious of dances. For the dances of the 

* Any man, who has at all sindied the Greek Iambics, must well 
remember those forms of the metre which are nsed in a cadence at 
the close of a resounding passage, meant to express a full pause, 
and the prodigious difference from such as were meant for weaker 
lines, or less impressive metrical effects. These cadences, with 
their full body of rhythmus, are never reproduced in the Latin 
imitations of the Iambic hexameter: nor does it seem within the 
compass of Latin Iambic metre to reach such effects : though other- 
wise, and especially in the Dactylic hexameter the Latin Language 
is more powerful th**i t^e (ireek. 
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chorus — ^the strophe and the antistrophe — were symbolic, 
and therefore full of mysterious meanings; and not the 
iess impressive, because these meanings and these symbols 
had lost their significancy to the mob j since the very cause 
of that loss lay in the antiquity of their origin. One great 
error which remains to be removed is the notion that the 
chorus either did support^ or was meant to support, the 
office of a moral teacher. The chorus simply stood on the 
level of a efympathizing spectator, detached from the busi- 
ness and the crash of the catastrophe ; and its office was 
to guide or to interpret the sympathies of the audience. 
Here, perhaps, was a great error of Milton's : which will 
be found in two^ separate places. At present, it is suffi- 
cient to say, that the mysterious solemnity conferred by 
the chorus, presupposes, and is in perfect harmony with, 
our theory of a life within a life — ^a life sequestrated into 
some far-off slumbering state, having the severe tranquillity 
of Hades — ^a life symbolized by the marble life of sculpture ; 
but utterly out of all symmetry and proportion to the 
realities of that human life which we modems take up 
as the basis of our tragic drama. 



* Viz., in the brief Introduction to the Samton Agonistes^ and in 
% remarkable passage (taxed not nnroMonably with bigoiry bf 
Wordsworth) of tbe Faradue Reqam^i. 



LANGUAGK 

No language is stationary, except in rode and early 
periods of society. The langoages of nations like the Eng- 
lish and French, walking in the van of civilisation, having 
popular institutions, and taking part in the business of the 
earth with morbid energy, are placed under the action of 
causes that will not allow them any respite from change. 
Neologism, in revolutionary times, is not an infirmily of 
caprice, seeking (to use the proverb of Cervantes) "for 
better bread than is made of wheat," but is a mere necessity 
of the unresting intellect New ideas, new aspects of old 
ideas, new relations of objects to each other, or to man-^- 
the subject who contemplates those objects — absolutely 
insist on new words. And it wotdd not be a more idle 
misconception to find a disease in the pains of growth, than 
to fancy a decay of vernacular purity in the multitude of" 
verbal coinages which modem necessities of thought and 
action are annually calling forth on the banks of the Thames 
and the Seine. 

Such coinages, however, do not all stand upon the same 
basis of justification. Some are regularly formed from 
known roots upon known analogies ; others are formed 
licentiously. Some again meet a real and clamorous ne- 
oossity of the intellect ; others are fitted to gratify the 



mere appetite for innoyation. They take their rise in 
yariouB sources, and are moulded with various degrees of 
skill Let us throw a hasty glance on the leading classes 
of these coinages, and of the laws which appear to govern 
them, or of the anomalies with which they are sometimes 
associated. There are also large cases of innovation, in 
which no process of coinage whatever is manifested, but 
perhaps a simple restoration of old words, long since ob- 
solete in literature and good socieiy, yet surviving to this 
hour in provincial usage ; or, again, an extension and 
emancipation of terms heretofore narrowly restricted to a 
technical or a professional use — as we see exemplified in 
the word ignore, which, until very lately, was so sacred to 
the sole use of grand juries, that a man would have been 
obscurely suspected by a policeman, and would, indeed, 
have suspected himself, of something like petty larceny in 
forcing it into any geneial and philosophic meaning, which, 
however, it has now assumed, with little offence to good 
taste, and with yeoman service to the intellect Other 
cases, again, there are, and at present far too abundant, in 
which the necessities of social intercourse, and not unfre- 
quently the necessities of philosophic speculation, are pro- 
visionally supplied by slangy and the phraseology that is 
bom and bred in the streets.. The market-place and the 
highway, ^q forum and the triviuniy are rich seed-plots for 
the sowing and the reaping of many indispensable ideas. 
That a phrase belongs to the slang dictionary is certainly 
no absolute recommendation ; sometimes such a phrase 
may be simply disgusting from its vulgarity, without adding 
anything to the meaning or to the rhetorical force. How 
shocking to hear an official dignitary saying (as but yester- 
day VHU heard), "What on earth cotdd the clause mean ¥" 
Tet neither is it any safe ground of absolute exoommuni 
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cation eren from the sanctities of literature, iliat a phrase 
is entirely a growth of the street The word humbug^ for 
instance, rests upon a rich and comprehensiye baas : it 
cannot be rendered adequately, either by German or by 
Greek, the two richest of human languages ; and without 
this expressiye word, we shonid all be disanned for one 
great case, continually recurrent^ of social enormity. A 
vast mass of villany, that cannot otherwise be reached by 
l^al penalties^ or brought within the rhetoric of scorn, 
would go at large with absolute impunity, were it not 
through the stem Rhadamanthian aid of this virtuous and 
inexorable word. 

Meantime, as it would not suit the purposes of a sketch 
to be too systematic in the treatment of a subject so inex- 
haustible as language and style, neither would it be within 
the limits of just proportion that I should be too elaborate 
in rehearsing beforehand the several avenues and classes of 
cases through which an opening is made for new words 
amongst ourselves or the French. I will select such cases 
for separate notice as seem most interesting or most season* 
able. But previously, as a proper mode of awakening the 
reader into giving relief and just prominence to the subject, 
I will point attention to the varying scale of i^preciation 
applied to the diction and the national language, as a 
ground of national distinction aud honour, by the five great 
intellectual nations of ancient and modem history, viz., the 
Greeks, the Bomans, the French, the English, and the 
Germans. In no country, except one, is such a preface 
more requisite than in England, where it is strange enough 
that, whilst the finest models of style exist, and sub-con- 
sciously operate effectively as sources of delight, the canscunu 
valuation of style is least perfectly develq)ed. 

Every mution has reason to feel interested in the pi'O* 



temdonB of its own iiatiTe language ; in the original quality 
of that language or characteristic kind of its powers ; and 
in the particular de^ee of ^ its expansions at the period 
in question. Even semi-barbarous tribes sometimes talk 
grandiloquently on this head, and ascribe to uncultivated 
jargons a fertility or a range of ezpressiyeness quite incom- 
patible with the particular stage of social development 
which the national capacities have reached. Not only in 
spite of its barbarism, but oftentimes in mere virtue of its 
barbarism, we find a language claiming, by its eulogists, to 
possess more than ordinaiy powers of picturesque expression. 
Such a claim is continually put forward on behalf of the 
Celtic languages, as, for instance, the Armoric^ the Welsh, 
the Irish, the Manx, the Gaelic. Such a claim is put for- 
ward also for many oiiental languages. Yet, in most of 
these cases, there is a profoimd misttike committed ; and. 
generally the same mistake. Without being strictly bar- 
barous, all these languages are imcultnred and rude in a 
degree corresponding to the narrow social development of 
the races who speak them. These races are precisely in 
that state of imperfect expansion, both civilly and intellec- 
tually, under which the separation has not fully taken place 
between poetiy and prosa Their social condition is too 
simple and elementary to require much cultivation of intel- 
lectual topics* Little motive exists for writing, unless on 
occasions of poetic excitement. The subdued colouring, 
therefore, of prose has not yet been (to speak physiologically) 
secreted. And the national diction has the appearance of 
being more energetic and sparkling, simply because it is 
more inflated ; the chastities of good taste not having yet 
been called forth by social necessities to disentangle the 
separate forms of impassioned and non-impassioned com- 
position. The Kahnuck TartarS| according to a German 
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trayeller, viz., Bergmann, long leadent smongBt them, speak 
in rapturous terms of their own kinguage ; but it is pro- 
bable that the particular mod^ of phraseology which fas- 
cinate their admiration^ are precisely those which a more 
advanced civilisation, and a corresponding development of 
taste, would reject as spurious. Certainly, in the case of a 
language and a literature likely to be much in advance of 
the Kalmuck, viz., the Arabic, at the era of Mahomet, we 
find this coi^jecture realized. The Koran is held by the 
devout Mahommedan to be the most admirable model of 
composition ; but exactly those ornaments of diction or of 
imagery, which he regards as the jewels of the whole, are 
most entirely in the childish taste of imperfect civilisation. 
That which attracts the Arab critic or the Persian, is 
most of all repulsive to the masculine judgment of the 
European. 

Barbarism, in short, through all degrees, generates its 
own barbarisque standards of taste ; and nowhere so much 
as in the great field of diction and ornamental composition. 
A high civilisation is an indispensable condition for deve- 
loping the full powers of a language ; and it is equally a 
condition for developing the taste which must preside over 
the appreciation of diction and style. The elder civilisar 
tions of £Sgypt and of Asiatic empires are too imperfectly 
known at this day to furnish any suggestions upon the 
subject The earliest civilisation that offers a practical 
field of study to our own age is the superb one of Greece. . 

It cannot be necessary to say that from that memorable 
centre of intellectual activity have emanated the great 
models in art and literature, which, to Christendom, when 
recasting her mediieval forms, became chiefly operative in 
controlling her luxuriance, and in other negative services, 
though not 80 powerful for positive impulse and inspiiatioQ. 
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Greece was, in fact, ^oo ebullient with intellectual activity— <- 
an activity too palestric, and purely human-^— so that the! 
opposite pole of the mind, which points to the mysterious 
and the spiritual, was, in the a^e Greek, too intensely a 
child of the earth, starved and palsied; whilst in the 
Hebrew, dull and inert intellectually, but in his spiritual 
organs awake and sublime, the case was precisely reversed. 
Yet, afber all, the result was immeasurably in favour of the 
Hebrew. Speaking in the deep sincerities of the solitary 
and musing heart, which refuses to be duped by the whist- 
ling of names, we must say of the Greek that — laudatur et 
alget — ^he has won the admiration of the human race, he is 
numbered amongst the chief brilliancies of earth, but on 
the deeper and more abiding nature of man he has no hold. 
He will perish when any deluge of calamity overtakes the 
libraries of our planet, or if any great rerolution of thought 
remoidds them, and will be remembered only as a genera- 
tion of flowers is remembered ; with the same tenderness 
of feeling, and with the same pathetic sense of a natural 
predestination to evanescence. Whereas the Hebrew, by 
introducing himself to the secret places of the human heart, 
and sitting there as incubator over the awful germs of the 
spiritualities that connect man with the unseen worlds, has 
perpetuated himself as a power in the human Efystem : he is 
co-enduring with man's race, and careless of all revolutions 
in literature or in the composition of society. The very 
languages of these two races repeat the same expression of 
their intellectual differenceS| and of the differences in their 
missions. The Hebrew, meagre and sterile as regards the 
numerical wealth of its ideas, is infinite as regards their 
power ; the Greek, on the other hand, rich as tropic forests, in 
the polymorphous life, the life of the dividing and distinguish- 
ing intellect^ is weak only in the sapreme r^on of thonghU 
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The Hebrew has scarcelj any individuated words. Ask a 
Hebrew scholar if he has a word for a hail (as a tennis ball, 
pUa luaaria) ; he says, " yes." What is it then % Why, he 
gives you the word for gU^ Ask for or6, for sphere^ &c., 
still you have the same answer ; the individual circumstan- 
tiations are swallowed up in the generic outline. But the 
Greek has a parity of wealth alike in the abstract and 
the concrete. Even as vocal languages, the Hebrew and 
the Greek obey the same prevailing law of difference. The 
Hebrew is a sublime monochord, uttering vague vowel 
sounds as indistinct and shy as the breathings of an .^Han 
harp when exposed to a fitful breeze. The Greek is more 
firmly articulated by consonants, and the succession of its 
syllables runs through a more extensive compass of sonorous 
variety than can be matched in any other known language. 
The Spanish and the Italian, with all the stateliness of their 
modulation, make no approach to the canorous variety of 
the sounds of the Greek.* Read a passage from almost 
any Greek pbet^ and each syllable seems to have been 
placed in its present position as a relief, and by way of 
contrast to the syllable which follows and precedes. 

* The Bomans diflcoyer something apparently of the same tendency 
to a vague economy of abstraction. Bat in them it is merely casnalr 
fnd dependent on accidental ignorance. Thus, for instance, it is ridi- 
oalons to render the OatuUian PoMer mem pueUm by sparrow. As well 
suppose Lesbia to have fondled a pet hedgehog. PaaseTf or passer' 
euliUt means any little bird whatever. The sternness of the Boman 
miud disdained to linger upon petty distinctions ; or at least until 
the ages of luxurious refinement had paved the way for intellectual 
refinements. So again, malumf or even pomwm, does not mean an 
apple, but any whatever of the larger spherical or spheroidical fruits. 
A peach, indeed, was described differentially, as malum Persicum; 
«n apricot, had the Bomans known it, would have been rendered by 
malum apricumf or medum aprieatum; but an apple also, had it been 
neotioned with any stress of opposition or pointed distinction attached 
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Of a langdage thus and otherwise so divinely endowed, 
the Greeks had a natural right to be proud. Yet were they 
so f There is no appearance of it : and the reasoui no 
doubt, lay in their insulated position. Having no imiel' 
lectuaL intercourse with foreign nations, they had virtually 
no intercourse at all — ^none which could affect the feelings 
of the literary class, or generally of those who wotdd be 
likely to contemplate language as a subject of sosthetic 
admiration. Each Hellenic author might be compared with 
others of his compatriot authors, in respect to his manage- 
ment of their common language; but not the language 
itself compared as to structure or capacities with other 
languages ; since these other languages (one and all) were 
in any practical sense hardly assumed to exist In this 
there was no arrogance. Aliens, as to country and civU 
polity, being objects of jealousy in the circumstances of 
Greece, there cotdd be no reason for abstaining from any 
designation, however hostile, which might seem appropriate 
to the relation between the parties. But, in reality, the 
term hcarbariaTis* seems, for many ages, to have implied 
nothing either hostile or disrespectful By a natural ono- 
matopoeioy the Greeks used the iterated syllables harhar to 
denote that a man was unintelligible in his talk ; and, by 
the word barbarian originally, it is probable that no sort 
of reproach was intended, but simply the fact that the 
people so called spoke a language not intelligible to Greeks. 
Latterly, the term seems to have been often used as one of 
mere convenience for classification, indicating the nonr 

to it, would have been described differentially, as nudum tmlgarej or 
nudum domesttcum, 

* There is a short note by Gibbon upon this word ; but it adds 
nothing to the suggestioDs whioh every thoughtful person will fbmiah 
to himself. 
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Ifdlenet in opposition to the Hellefies; and it was not 
meant to express any qualities whatever of the alien^^. 
simply they were described as beii^ aliens. But in the 
earliest times it was meant, by the word barbariansy to de- 
scribe them under the idea of men who were mpoyXanrot, 
men who, speaking in a tongue different from the Grecian, 
spoke unintelligibly ; and at this day it is not impossible 
that the Chinese mean nothing more by the seemingly 
offensive term outside barbarians. The mis-translations 
must be many between ourselves and the Ohinese; and 
the probability is, that this reputedly arrogant expression 
means only " the aliens, or external people, who speak 
in tongues foreign to China." Arrogant or not arrogant, 
however, in the mouth of the Greeks, the word barbarians 
included the whole human race not living in Hellas, or in 
colonies thrown off from Hellas.* Having no temptation 
or facilities for holding any intellectual intercourse with 
those who could not commimicate through the channel of 
the Greek language, it followed that the Greeks had no 
means or opportunity for comparing their own language 
with the languages of other nations ; and, together with 

* In the later periods of Greek Uteratare. viz., at and after the 
era of Pericles, when the attention had been long pointed to lan- 
guage, and a more fastidious apprehension had been directed to its 
slighter shades of difference, the term " barbarous** was i^)plied 
apparently to oncouth dialects of the Greek language itself. Thus, 
in the Ajax of Sophocles, Tencer (though certainly talking Greek) 
is described as speaking barbarously. Perhaps, however, the expres- 
sion might bear a different construction. But in elder periods it 
seems hardly possible that the term harbarous could ever have been 
flo used. Sir Edward B. Lytton, in his " Athens, * supposes Homer, 
when describing the Carians by this term, to have meant no more 
than that they spoke some provincial variety of the Ionic Gh^ek : 
but, applied to an age of so little refinement as the Homeric, I should 
scarcely think this interpretation admissible. 



this power of mutual comparison, fell away the call and 
excitement to yamtj upon that particular subject Greece 
was in the absolute insulation of the phoenix, the unique 
of birds, that dies without having felt a throb of extdtation 
or & pang of jealousy, because it has exposed its gorgeous 
plumage and the mysterious solemnities of its beauty only 
to the dusky recesses of Thebaic deserts. 

Not thus were the Komans situated. The Greeks, so pro- 
found and immovable was their self-conceit, never in any 
generation came to regard the Romans with the slightest 
tremour of jealousy, as though they were or ever could be 
rivals in literature. The Boman nobles, as all Greece 
knew, resorted in youth to Athens as to the eternal well- 
head of learning and eloquence ; and the Hteraiy or the 
forensic efforts of such persons were never viewed as by 
possibility efforts of competition with their masters, but 
simply as graceful expressions of homage to the inimitable 
by men whose rank gave a value to this homage. Cicero 
and other Romans of his day were egregiously duped by 
their own vanity, when they received as sincere the syco- 
phantic praises of mercenary Greek rhetoricians. No Greek 
ever in good faith admired a Roman upon intellectual 
grounds, except indeed as Polybius did, whose admiration 
was fixed upon the Roman institutions, not upon their 
literature : though even in kis day the Roman literature 
had already put forth a masculine promise, and in Plautus, 
at least, a promise of unborrowed excellence. The Greeks 
were wrong : the Romans had some things in their litera- 
ture which a Greek cotdd neither have rivalled nor even 
understood. They had a peculiar rhetoric for example, 
such as Ovid's in the contest for the arms of Achilles — 
fsuch as Seneca's, which, to this hour, has never been pro- 
perly examined, and which not only has no parallel ra 
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Grecian literaturey bat which, strangely enotigh, loaea it« 
whole effect and sense when translated into Greek : so 
entirely is it Roman by incommunicable privily of 
genius. 

But, if the Greeks did no justice to their Roman pupils^ 
on the other hand, the Roman pupils never ceased to regard 
the Greeks with veneration, or to acknowledge them for 
their masters in literature : they had a foreign literature 
before their eyes challenging continual comparison; and 
this foreign literature was in a language which also chal- 
lenged comparison with their own. Every Roman ci 
distinction, after Sylla and Marius, understood Greek; 
often talked it fluently, declaimed in it, and wrote books 
in it. But there is no language without its own peculiar 
genius, and therefore none without its separate powers and 
advantages. That the Latin language has in excess such an 
original character, and consequently such separate powers, 
Romans were not slow to discover. Studying the Greek 
so closely they found by continual collation in what quarter 
lay the peculiar strength of the Latin. And, amongst 
others, Cicero did himself the greatest honour, and almost 
redeems the bas^ess of his political conduct, by the patriotic 
fervour which he now and then exhibits in defending the 
claims of his native language and native literature. He 
maintains, also, more than onoe, and perhaps with good 
reason, the native superiority <^ the Roman mind to the 
Grecian in certain qualities of racy humour, &c.* 



* Where, by the way, the vocabalary of sesthetic terms, after all 
the labonn of Emesti and other German editors, is still far from 
being understood. In particnlar, the word facetuB is so far from 
answering to its nsnal interpretation, that nostro pericvlo let the 
nader understand it as precisely What the French mean by noSvc. 



Ilere, yie., in the case of Cioeio^ we have the first 
eminent example (though he himself records some elder ex- 
amples amongst his own oountiymen) of a man's standing 
up manfully to support the pretensions of his mother 
tongue. And this might be done in a mere. spirit of pug- 
nacious defiance to the arrogance of another nation — » 
spirit which finds matter of quarrel in a straw. But here 
also we find the first example of a statesman's seriously re-i 
garding a language in the light of a foremost jewel amongst 
the trophies of nationality. 

Coming forward to our own times^ we find sovereign 
rulers, on behalf of great nations, occasionally raising disputes 
which presume some weak sense of the value and dignity 
attached to a language. Cromwell, for instance, insisted 
upon Cardinal Mazarine's surrendering his pretension to 
have the French language used in a particular negotiation ; 
and accordingly Latin was substituted. But this did not 
argue in Cromwell any real estimation of the English 
language. He had been weak enough to wish that his 
own life and annals should be written in Latin rather than 
in English. The motive, it is true, might be to facilitate 
the circulation of the work amongst the literati of the Con- 
tinent. But vernacular translations would more certainly 
have been executed all over the Continent in the absence 
of a Latin original ; for this, by meeting the demand of 
foreigners in part (viz., of learned foreigners), would pro 
ianto have lessened the motives to such translations. And 
apurt from this preference of a Latin to a domestic por- 
traiture addressing itself originally to his own countrymen, 
or, if Latin were otherwise the preferable language, apart 
&om Cromwell's preference of a Latin Casaubon to a Latin 
fiiilton, in no instance did Cromwell testify any sense of 
t4ie commanding rank due tiO English literature amongst the 
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contemporary * literatures of Christendom, nor any conoem 
for its extension. 

In the case o^^ resisting the French arrogance, Cromwell had 
seemed to express homage to the language of his country, 
but in reality he had only regarded the political dignity of 
his country. A pretension may be lighter than a feather ; 
and yet in behalf of our country we do right to suffer no in- 
solent aggression upon it by an enemy. But this argues no 
sincere regard for that feather on its own account Wo 
have known a sailor to knock an Italian down for speaking 
disrespectfully of English tenor voices. The true and ap- 
propriate expression of reverence to a language is not by 
fighting for it, as a subject of national rivaby, but by taking 
earnest pains to write it with accuracy, practically to display 
its beauty, and to make its powers available for commen- 
surate ends. Tried by this test, which of the three peoples 
that walk at the head of civilisation — French, Germans, or 
English — have best fulfilled the duties of their position 1 

To answer that the French only have been fully awake 
to these duties is painful, but too manifestly it is true. 



* At this era, when Chancer, Spenser, Shakspeare, and the con- 
temporary dramatists, when Lord Bacon, Selden, Milton, and many 
of the leading English theologians (Jewel, Hooker, Chilling^orth, 
and Jeremy Taylor), had appeared — in fact, all the opHmatea of tho 
English literature — it mast be remembered that the French literatare 
was barely beginning. Montaigne was the only deeecued author of 
eminence ; Comeille was the only lining author in general credit. The 
reader may urge that already, in the times of Catherine de Medici, 
there were eminent poets. In the reign of her son Charles ix. were 
■everal ; and in the reign of her husband there was even a celebrated 
Pleiad of poets. But these were merely court poets — ^they had no 
national name or life; and were already forgotten in the days of 
Louis zni. As to German literature, thatwaB a blank. Germany had 
dien but one tolerable poet, viz., Opitz, whom some people (chiefly 
oSs coimtrymen) honour with the title of the German Dryden I 
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the Fi-encli language poaaesses the yery highest degree of 
merit, though not in the veiy highest mode of merit ; it is 
the unique language of the planet as an instrument for 
giving effect to the powers, and for meeting the necessities, 
of social gaiety and colloquial intercourse. This is partly 
the effect, and partly the cause, of the social temperament 
which distinguishes the French : partly foUows the national 
disposition, and partly leads to it The adaptation of the 
language to the people, not perhaps more really prominent 
in this case than in others, is more conspicuously so ; and 
it may he in a spuit of gratitude for this genial co-operation 
in their language that the French are in a memorable degree 
anxious to write it with elegance and correctness. They 
take a pride in doing so ; and it is remarkable that gramma 
tical inaccuracies, so common amongst ourselves, and conmion 
even amongst bur literary people, are almost unknown 
amongst the educated French.* 

* This the reader might be apt to doubt, if he were to judge of 
French grammar by French orthography. Until recently — ^tbat ia^ 
through the last thirty years — yeiy few people in France, even of the 
educated classes, could spell. They spelt by procuration. The com- 
positors of the press held a general power-of-attomey to spell for 
universal France. A fac-stTnUe of the spelling which prevailed 
amongst the.royal family of France at the time of the elder Bevolit* 
tion, is given in Olery's Journal : it is terrific. Such forms occur, 
for instance, as J^avoient (J^avois) for I had: J*^S (^tois) for / was. 
But, in publishing such facts, the reader is not to imagine that CI617 
meant to expose anything needing concealment. All people of dis- 
tinction spelled in that lawless way ; and the loyal Talet doubtless no 
more thought it decorous for a man of rank to spell his own spelling, 
than to clean his own shoes or to wash his own linen. " Base is the 
man that pays,** says Ancient Pistol ; " Base is the man that spells,** 
said the French of that century. It would have been vulgar to speU 
decently; and it was not illiterate to spell abominably; for literary 
men speUed not at all better ; they also spelled by proxy, and by grace 
flf oompositors. 
d2 
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But mere fidelity to grammar would leave a neffatim 
impression : the respect which the French show to their 
language expresses itself chiefly in their way of managing 
it, that is, in their attention to style and diction* It is the 
rarest thing possible to find a French writer erring by sen- 
tences too long, too intricate^ and loaded with clauses, or 
too clumsy in their structure. The very highest qualities of 
style are not much within the ideal of French composition ; 
but in the executive results, French prose composition 
usually reveals an air of finish, of self-restraint under any 
possible temptation to dea longumn, and oi graceful adroit- 
ness in the transitions. 

Precisely the reverse of all this is found in the composi- 
tions of the German, who is the greatest nuisance, in what 
concerns the treatment of language, that the mind of man 
is capable of conceiving. Of his language, the Grerman is 
proud, and with reason, for it is redundantly rich. Even 
in its Teutonic section, it is «o rich as to be self-sufficing, 
and capable, though awkwardly, of dispensing with the 
Greek and Latin counter-section. This independence of 
alien resources has sometimes be.en even practically adopted 
as the basis of a dictionary, and officially patronized by 
adoption in the public hureatts. Some thirty years ago, 
the Prussian government was siud to have introduced into 
the public service a dictionary * which rejected all words 
not purely vernacular. Such a word, for instance, as phUo- 
dophU was not admissible ; the indigenous word weUweisheU 
was held to be not only sufficient, whiaiHit really is, but 
exclusively legitimate. Yet, with all MiB scrupulosity and 
purism of veneration for his native language, to which he 
ascribes every quality of power and beauty, and amongst 

* Bj Heinze, if I recollect ; and founded partly on that f>f WolE 



oHienB — erediie potteri I — BometimeB even voeal beauty * 
and euphony, the trae Qennan has no Bense of grace or 
defonnity in the management of hia language. Style, 
diction, the constroction of sentences, are ideas perfectly 
without meaning to the German writer. If a whole book 
were made up of a smgle sentence^ all collateral or sub- 
ordinate ideas being packed into it as parenthetical inter- 
calations — if this single sentence should even cover an acre 
of ground, the true Qennan would see in all that no want 
of art, would recognise no opportunities thrown away for 
the display of beauty. The temple would in hU eyes exist, 
because the materials of the temple — ^the stone, the lime, 
the iron, the timber — ^had been carted to the ground. A 
sentence, even when insulated and viewed apart for itself, 
is a subject for complex art : even «o far it is capable of 
multiform beauty, and liable to a whole rumlogy of malcon- 
formations. But it is in the relation of sentences, in what 
Horace terms their **juncttira,** that the true life of compo- 
sition resides. The mode of their nexus^ the way in which 
one sentence is made to arise out of another, and to prepare 
the opening for a third : this is the great loom in which 
the textile process of the moving intellect reveals itself and 
prospers. Here the separate clauses of a period become 
architectural parts, aiding, relieving, supporting each other. 
But how can any approach to that effect, or any suggestion 
of it exist for him who hides and buries all openings for 

* Foreigners ^o not often go so far as this ; and yet an American, 
in bis " Sketches of Turkey ** (New York, 1833), characterizes the 
German (p. 478) fiot only as a soft and melodious language, but 
absolately as " the sqftest of all European languages." Schiller and 
Goethe bad a notion that it was capable of being hammered into 
euphony, that it was by possibility malleable in that respect, but 
then only by great labour of selection, and as a trick of rope-dancing 
ingenuity. 
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parts and graceful correspondenees in one monotonous con- 
tinuity pf period, stretching over three octavo pages ? Kant 
was a great man, but he was obtuse and deaf as an antedi- 
hivian boulder with regard to language and its capacities. 
He has sentences which have been measured by a carpenter, 
and some of them run two feet eight by six inches. Now, 
a sentence with that enormous span is fit only for the use 
of a megatherium or a pre-Adamite. Parts so remote as 
the beginning and the end of such a sentence can have no 
sensible relation to each other ; not much as regards their 
logic, but none at all as regards their more Mnsuous quali- 
ties — ^rhythmus, for instance, or the continuity of metaphor. 
And it is clear that, if the internal relations of a sentence 
fade under the extravagant misproportion of its scale, d 
fortiori must the outer relations. If two figures, or other I 

objects, are meant to modify each other visually by means 
of colour, of outline, or of expression, they must be brought 
into juxtaposition, or at least into neighbourhood. A 
chasm between them, so vast as to prevent the synthesis of 
the two objects in one co-existing field of vision, interrupts 
the play of all genial comparison. Periods, and clauses of 
periods, modify each other, and build up a whole, then only 
when the parts are shown as parts, cohering and conspiring 
to a common result. But if each part is separately so vast 
as to eclipse the disc of the adjacent parts, then substantially 
they are separate wholes, and do not coalesce to any joint 
or complex impression. 

We English in this matter occupy a nuddle position be- 
tween the French and the (Germans. Agreeably to the 
general cast of the national character, our tendency is to 
degrade the value of the ornamental, whenever it is brought 
before us under any suggestion of comparison or rivaliy 
with the substantial or grossly useful Viewing the thoughts 



LANGnrAOK M 

§tB the substantial objects in a book, we are apt to regard 
the manner of presenting these thoughts as a secondary or 
even trivial concern. The one we typify as the metallic 
substance, the silver or gold, which constitutes the true 
value, that cannot perish in a service of plate ; whereas the 
style too generally, in our estimate, represents the mere 
casual fashion given to the plate by the artist — ^an adjunct 
that any change of public taste may degrade into a posi- 
tive disadvantage. But in this we English err greatly ; 
and by these three capital oversights : — 

1. It is certain that style, or (to speak by the most gene- 
ral expression) the management of language, ranks amongst 
the fine arts, and is able therefore to yield a separate intel- 
lectual pleasure quite apart from the interest of the subject 
treated. So far it is already one error to rate the value of 
style as if it were necessarily a secondary or subordinate 
thing. On the contrary, style has an ahsoltUe value, like 
the product of any other exquisite art, quite distinct from 
the value of the subject about which it is employed, and 
irrelatively to the subject ; precisely as the fine workman- 
ship of Scopas the Greek, or of Cellini the Florentine, is 
equally valued by the connoisseur, whether embodied in 
bronze or marble, in an ivory or a golden vase. But 

2. If we c^ submit to this narrow valuation of style, 
founded on the interest of the subject to which it is mini- 
sterial, still, even on that basis, we English commit a 
capital blunder, which the French earnestly and sincerely 
escape ; for, assuming that the thoughts involve the primaiy 
interest, still it must make all the difference in the world to 
the success of those thoughts, whether they are treated in 
the way best fitted to expel the doubts or darkness that 
may have settled upon them j and, secondly, in cases where 
ibe business is, not to establish new convictions^ but to 
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cany old oonYicdons into opeiatiYe life and power, whethei 
they are treated in the way best fitted to rekindle in the 
mind a practical sense of their value. Slyle has two separ- 
ate functions — ^first, to brighten the intdligifnlity of a sub* 
ject which is obscure to the understanding ; secondly, to 
regenerate the normal power and impresslYeness of a subject 
which has become dormant to the sensibilities. Darkness 
gathers upon many a theme, sometimes firom previous mis- 
treatment^ but oftener fiom original perplexities investing 
its very nature. Upon the style it is, if we take that 
word in its largest sense — upon the skill and art of the de- 
veloper, that these perplexities greatly depend for their 
illumination. Look, again, at the other dass of cases, 
when the difficulties are not for the understanding but for 
the practical sensibilities as applicable to the services of 
life. The subject, suppose, is already understood suffi- 
ciently ; but it is lifeless as a motive. It is not new light 
that is to be communicated, but old torpcnr that is to be 
dispersed. The writer is not summoned to convince, but 
to persuade. ' Decaying lineaments are to be retraced, and 
fEtded colouring to be refreshed. Now, these offices of style 
are reaUy not essentially below the level of those other 
offices attached to the onginal discovery of truth. He 
that to an old conviction, long since inoperative and 
dead, gives the regeneration that carries it back into the 
heart as a vital power of action — he, again, that by new 
light, or by light trained to flow through a new channel, 
leconciles to the understanding a truth which hitherto had 
seemed dark or doubtful — both these men are really, quoad 
us that benefit by their services, the ducoverers of the 
trutL Yet these results are amongst the possible gifts of 
style. light to gee the road, power to advance along it — 
each being amongst the promises and proper functions of 
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style, it is a capital error, under the idea of its mlnisteri- 
ality, to undervalue this great organ of the advancing in- 
tellect — an organ which is equally important considered aa 
a tool for the culture and popularixaium of truth, and also 
(if it had no use at all in that way) as a mode per se of 
the beautiful, and a fountain of intellectual pleasure. The 
vice of that appreciati%, which we English apply to style, 
lies in representing it as a mere ornamental accident of 
written composition — a trivial embellishment, like the 
mouldings oi furniture, the cornices of ceilings, or the ara- 
besques of tea-urns. On the contrary, it is a product of 
art the rarest, subtlest, and most intellectual ; and, like 
other products of the fine arts, it is then finest when it la 
most eminently disinterested — ^that is, most conspicuously 
detached firom gross palpable uses. Yet, in very many 
cases, it really has the obvious uses of that gross palpable 
order ; as in the cases just noticed, when it gives light to 
the understanding, or power to the. will, removing obscuri- 
ties from one set of truths, and into another circulating the 
life-blood of sensibility. In these cases, meantime, the 
style is contemplated as a thing separable from the thoughts ; 
in fact, as the dress of the thoughts — a robe that may be 
laid aside at pleasure. But 

3. There arises a case entirely different, where style 
cannot be regarded as a dress or alien covering, but where 
style becomes the incaimation of the thoughts. The 
human body is not the dress or apparel of the human 
spirit ; far more mysterious is the mode of their union. 
Call the two dements A and B ; then it is impossible to 
point out A as existing aloof from B, or vice versa, A 
exists in and through B, B exists in and through A No 
profound observer can have failed to observe this illustrated 
m the cai>acities of style. Imai^iy is sometimes not the 
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mere alien apparelllDg of a thought, and of a nature to be 
detached from the thought, but is the co-efficient that, being 
superadded to something else, absolutely makes the thought 
as a third and separate existence. 

In this third case, our English tendency to undervalue 
style goes more deeply into error than in the other two. 
In those two we simply underrate the enormous services 
that are or might be rendered by style to the interests of 
truth and human thinking ; but, in the third case, we go near 
to abolish a mode of existence. This is not so ^possible an 
offence as might be supposed. There are many ideas in 
Leibnitz, in Kant, in the schoolmen, in Plato at times, and 
certainly in Aristotle (as the ideas of antiperistasis, ente- 
lecheia, &c.), which are only to be arrested and realized by 
a signal efoH — ^by a struggle and a nims both of reflection 
and of large combination. Now, where so much depends 
upon an effort — on a spasmodic strain — to fail by a hair's 
breadth is to collapse. For instance, the idea involved in 
the word transcendental,* as used in the critical philo- 



• " Transcendental." — ^Eant, who was the most sincere, honour- 
able, and trathful of human beings, always understood himself. Ue 
hated tricks, disguises, or mystifications, simulation equally with 
dissimulation ; and his love of the English was built avowedly on 
their veracity. So far he has an extra chance of intelligibility. On the 
other hand, of all men, he had the least talent for explaining himseli^ 
or communicating his yiews to others. Whenever Kant undertakes 
to render into popular langpiage the secrets of metaphysics, one in- 
evitably thinks of Bardolph's attempt to analyse and justify the word 
aecommodaHon : — " Aecommodaition—iktX is, when a man is (as they 
say) accommodated ; or when a man is being whereby he may be 
thought to be accommodated, which is an excellent thing." There 
are sometimes Eleusinian mysteries, sealed by nature herself, the 
mighty mother, as aporreta, things essentially ineffable and unutter- 
able in vulgar ears. Long, for instance, he laboured, but vainly he 
laboured to render intelligible ihe scholaatic idea of the transoea- 
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Sophy of Eant, illiutrateB the metaphysical i-elatious of 
style. 



dental. This should haye been easy to deal with ; for on the one side 
lay the tratucendent, on the other the immanent^ two buoys to map 
out the cbannel ; and yet did Kant, throughout his long life, &il to 
satisfy any one man who was not preyiously and independently in 
possession of the idea. Difficulties of this nature should seem as 
little related to artifice of style and diction as geoTuetrical difficulties ; 
and yet it is certain that, by throwing the stress and emphasis of the 
perplexity upon the exact yerbal nodus of the problem, a better 
structure of his sentences would have guided Kant to a readier 
apprehension of the real shape which the diffioolty assumed to the 
ordinary student. 
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FRm^OH AND ENGLISH MANNERS. 

An impression prevails pretty generally that the manners 
of our French neighbours are more polished than pur own, 
and by most people this is assumed as a thing conceded 
even amongst ourselves, who are the persons most interested 
in denying it. A concession, however, made in ignorance, 
avails nothing. Such a concession argues the candour of 
the conceding party, but not therefore the truth of the 
charge. We English are ready enough to tax our country- 
men with such vices of deportment or habits as are flagrantly 
obtrusive ; and sometimes even with such as are altogether 
imaginary.* A fault is not necessarily a real one, because 

* Witness the malicious charge against all of ns English, so 
current in the mouths of both Frenchmen and the English them- 
selves, that from aristocratic jealousies as to the rank and pretensions 
of parties not personally known and guaranteed to us, we avoid on 
the Continent beyond all other society that of our own countrymen. 
If this were even true, there might be alleged some reasons for it not 
altogether illiberal* Meantime it happens, that the very contradictory 
charge to this exists as a standing reproach to the English in our 
own literature. From Lord Chesterfield's days downwards to this 
present era, it has been made an argument of our national absurdity, 
that we English herd only with our own countrymen — ^that we do 
not virtually quit England — ^and that in this way we only of all 
European nations fail to improve by travel, refiising, in fact, to 
benefit by that extended experience which originally had been the 
ostensible object of our travels. Malignant calumniator, whether 
foreign or (as too often happens) native English, reconcile thes* 
•barges, if yon can I 
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it happens to be denounced by English people as an English 
fault ; nor, if it were so, ought we to lay any gi^t stress 
upon it, so long as it is demonstrable that these same 
English accusers have overlooked the counterbalandng 
fault in the particular nation with which they are com- 
paring us. We, for our part, cannot afford to be so 
candid as all t^o^. Candour is a very costly virtue — ^it 
costs us a most distressing effort of mind to confei^ any- 
thing, however true, against ourselves or against oui 
oountiy, unless when we have a << consideration " for doing 
so. In the present case, we shall find this consideration 
in the power of retaliation upon the French by means of 
corresponding exceptions to their manners. Luckily, if 
we offend in one way, they offend not less conspicuously in 
another. Having this set-off against our ancient enemy, 
we are not indisposed to admit the truth against ourselves, 
which else it would have been quite out of the question to; 
expect of us. 

The idea involved in what we call manners is a very 
complex one ; and in some of its elements, as we may 
have occasion to show farther on, it represents qualities of 
character (or also of temperament) that are perfectly neutral 
as regards the social expression of manners. This social 
expression, which is the chief thing that men think of when- 
describing manners as good or bad, lies in two capital 
features : first of all, in respect for others ; secondly, in 
self-respect. Now, the English fail too often in the first, 
the French in the second. There is the balance. Thef 
/rench have reason to take us for models in all which 
regards the first ; we them as regards the second. 

The term ** respect for others" may seem too strong for 
the case. Bespectj in its graver expressions, may have no 
opening for itself in casual intercourse with strangerap 
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But simple decency of appearance, and decorum of manner, 
warrant that limited mode of respect whieh expresses itself 
by courtesy and affability. Yon listen to the stranger 
with complaisance; you answer him with cheerfulness. 
So much of attention might be justified in the most aristo- 
cratic country by a decent exterior, by a demeanour not 
bmtal, and by a style of conversation not absolutely re- 
puhdye. Here it is, and in all cases where the relation 
between strangers rests upon the simple footing of their 
common humanity, that the Frenchman has so great an 
advantage over the Englishman. Every. Frenchman has 
been trained from his infancy to recognise in all human 
beings an indefeasible claim upon his civility. To listen 
without visible impatience upon being asked by a stranger 
for information— to answer without abruptness or marked 
expression (ji huny, the Frenclmian considers a mere debt 
to the universal rights of human nature; and to refuse 
the payment of a debt so easily settled he would r^ard as 
a dishonour to himself. The Englishman, on the other 
hand, in the same circumstances, is too often morose and 
churlish ; he answers fretfully, hurriedly, and briefly, as to 
one who is interrupting him unseasonably, or even robbing 
him of his time; and at any rate it is rare that he answers 
as if he had a pleasure in giving the information asked. 
This tone (ji harshness and incivility it is that constantly 
deters people of quick sensibility from addressing themselves 
at random, in any case of dif^culty, to the street-passengers 
in London. Often have we observed timid or nervous 
pec^le drawing up into a comer, and anxiously reviewing 
the stream of passing feces, in order to select one that might 
promise patience enough and kindness for enduring the inter- 
ruption. This repulsive aspect of British manners wears 
even an exaggerated shape in Scotland. London is not 
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half 80 uodvilized in tbis respect as some of the lowkad 
Scottiali citlea. Ask a question of ten soocessive pa88en<* 
gers, and nine of the answers will give you reason to wish 
that you had held your tougua Even sexual gallantly 
avails not always to prompt courtesy. A handsome young 
lady from the northern Highlands of Scotland, used to the 
courte^ of her Celtic countrymen (for the Scotch High* 
landers have no resemblance in this point to the lowland 
Scotch), told us that on her first visit to Glasgow, happen- 
ing to inquire her way of a working-man, instead of any 
direction whatever, she received a lecture for k^ pre- 
sumption in supposLDg that " fdk *' had nothing else to do 
but to answer idle people's questions. This was her first 
application. Her second was less mortifying, but equally 
unprofitable. The man in that second case uttered no 
word at all, civil or uncivil ; but with a semicircular wave 
backwards of his right arm, jerked his right thumb over 
his right shoulder, after which he repeated the same ma- 
noBuvre with his left arm, left thumb, and left shoulder — 
leaving the young Inverness-shire lady utterly mystified by 
his hieroglyphics, which to this hour she has not solved, 
though still thankM that he had forborne to lecture her. 

At first sight, then, it may be easUy imagined how fas- 
cinating * is the aspect of a society moulded by French 

* A Glasgow or Paisley man, who published an aeooant of his tour 
to Paris some 16 or 18 years ago, famishes a memorable illiistration 
of the profoond impressioa made on him by a sadden transition from 
bis native ooontiy to France. He professes himself a rigid Presby- 
terian, and eyerywbere shows a bigoted hatred of Popery, which at 
times expresses itself most indecoroosly ; for instance, as one shocking 
and abominable expression oi his own rancorous bigotry (which it is 
to be hoped that the most frantic of Presbyterian sealots woold in- 
dignantly disown as at all within the Kmits of toleration), he acknow- 
ledges a vehement impulse driving him towards some public outrajpe 
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eoortesy, coming in direct sacceBsion to that harsher form 
which society wears in the streets of this island. And yet 
even this French coortesy has been the object of suspicion 
in reference to its real origin. Mr. Scott of Aberdeen, a 
celebrated man in his day,* was assured, during one of his 
French tours, and not by any envious foreigner, but by a 
discerning Frenchman, that the true ground of French 
affability was, not any superior kindness of heart disposable 
for petty occasions, but the national love of talking. A 
French woman comes out of her road, or leaves her shop, 
in order to finish her instructions as to your proper route, 
so that mistake shall be impossible. She does this with 
an empressement that seems truly amiable, because ap- 
parently altogether disinterested <' By no means," said hei 
i^ynical countryman to Mr. Scott, << not at all disinterested. 
What she seeks to gratify is far less any temper of general 
kindliness than the furious passion for hearing herself talk. 
<jkuTulity is what you gentlemen &om England have mifr 
taken for diffusive courtesy." There ts so far a foundation 
for this caustic remark, that undoubtedly the French are 

or expression of scorn to the ceremonial and public services of the 
national religion ; in particular he owns a rabid desire to spit into 
the vessel of holy water at the church-doors. Yet, in spite of this 
insane bigotry, such was his astonishment at the general courtesy 
amongst the French, and such was his sense of the public peace pro- 
duced by this courtesy, combined with general sobriety, that he 
seriously propounds the question — ^whether, even the sacrifice of Pro- 
testant purity, and the adoption of Popeiy, would not be a cheap 
price to pay, if by such changes— changes, remember, in what he 
considers the supreme of all truths — ^it were possible to purchase these 
French advantages of quiet and refinement* 

* " His <2a^,"— viz., the day of Waterloo, and six years later. He 
died in 1821 firom the consequences of a duel fought in a hot summer 
season: with cooler weather, his wounds were not of a dangerous 
class. He published two celebrated Tours to the Continent, one after 
lb« first conquest of Paris in 1814, and a second after Waterloo^ 
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the moBt garrulous people upon eartL Look mid the novela 
of Eugene Sue and of Dumas, which reflect pretty accu* 
rately the external features of Parisian sodety, and yoa 
will perceive how indispensable to the daily comfort of 
the general population is copious talking, and unlimited 
indulgence of petty personal curiosity. These habits natu- 
rally support and strengthen the auxiliary habit of cheerful 
politeness. To tempt others into the spirit of communica- 
tiveness, it is indispensable to open their hearts by courteous 
and genial treatment But allowing for this undoubted 
national infirmity, viz., the intense predisposition to gossip- 
ing and comtnerage — it still remains undeniable, that the 
French, with less of a profound or impassioned benignity 
than some of their neighbours, have more by a great deal 
.of that light-hearted, surface good-nature, which applies it- 
self to trivial and uncostly services. 

The garrulity of the French temperament, therefore, if it 
mingles a little as a selfish element in the French affability, 
is yet so far valuable as it offers a collateral pledge for 
its continuance. This demur, therefi^re, will not seriously 
disturb the pretensions of the French to the most amiable 
form of national politeness that has ever deseeded deeply 
amongst the body of the people. But another demur there 
is, not suggested by any countryman of their own, but 
irresi3tibly forced upon the notice oi us islanders by the 
clamorous contrast with our own manners, which does un- 
doubtedly probe the value of their refinement in a way 
painfully humiliating. Ask any candid and observing tourist 
in France for the result of his experience, and he will agree 
that generally at the table-dhMe, and especially when the 
company is composed chiefly of flying travellers, the French 
manifest a selfishness and an exdusiveness of attention to 
thdr own comfort, which ip shocking to a native of tluA 
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oonntry. In thorough oontradietion to the preyailiDg notioni 
of this oountiy, which, on such suljeetfl^ are ahnost uni- 
fonnly nnsoimd, the French, nationally, are gieat eater& 
They and the Germans are the two most gormandizing raoet 
in EaTOi>e. This gratification is not for a moment laid 
tinder any restraint by the verbal sacrifices to civility. The 
dishes are rified of their best luxuries in the same unbbisb- 
ing spirit of selfishness which would govern most of us in 
escaping from a burning theatre. Of course no individual 
experience is sufficient for sustaining this as tk.naUoruU 
charge ; but we have heard concurrent testimonies from so 
many travellers to the same effect, all tending to show a 
general selfishness amongst the French in any similar case 
of competition, which the cloak of external and verbal 
politeness does but the more powerfully expose. Such an 
exposure, if true and unexaggerated, stands out in violent 
contrast to all that we have ourselves observed of British 
life. Through a course of many years' familiarity with 
our own mails, and other public carriages, we never once 
witnessed a dinner at which the spirit of mutual attention 
and self-sacrifice did not presida 

Even in respect for others, therefore, where generally the 
French so much excel ourselves, yet when a selfish interest 
thwarts the natural tendency of their manners, this tendency 
appears to give way. But it is in ^^{f-respect that the 
French most of all betray their inferiority ; and here it is 
the countervailing excellence of British manners asserts it- 
self. The stem and too often surly Briton, whether Eng- 
lishman or Scotchman, is saved by this very form of un- 
amiableness from the pettiness of garrulity. If sometimes 
he is disagreeable, at least he is not undignified ; if he pre- 
sents an unattractive phasis to society, at any rate he is not 
mmaaly. Now, of all unmaolhtess, intellectually, tbou^ 
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not mofftUy speaking, the habits of gosrip and loqaaeiotuh 
ness are about the most degrading. 

Tet gosaiping and garrulity are not the most prominent 
infirmities by which the French betray their deficient self- 
Teepeet Gesticulation, as an inseparable organ of French 
eonveraation, is even more immediately disfiguring to the 
ideal ci personal dignity. A gesticulating nation cannot be 
a dignified nation. A running accompaniment of panto- 
mime may be picturesque, aud in harmony with the general 
yivacity amongst harlequins and columbines, but cannot for 
a moment reconcile itself with any authentic standard of 
human dignity. The French have been notorious through 
generations for their puerile affectation of Roman forms, 
jnodels, and historic precedents ; and yet, beyond all other 
races known to history, the Koman is that which it would 
be most difficult to represent, as expressing the grandeur of 
its purposes by gesticulation or histrionic pantomime. 

« 

This feature of French manners, and the essential degra- 
dation which deayes to it, ought to be kept before the 
public eye at this moment, when not only the increasing 
intercourse with France, but also the insensible contagion 
from our own popular novels, ,too often written by those 
who are semi-denizens of Paris, violently tend to the trans- 
figuration of our own ideals, so greatly superior in this 
particular to those of France. In many of these novels we 
have it said as a matter of course, that A or B << shrugged 
his shoulders." But what Englishman, unless ridiculously 
metamorphised by Paris, so as absolutely to have forgotten 
Jus own native usages, ever uses this odious gesture, or 
could use it with any hoi>e of not disgusting his audience ? 
not to mention other forms of pantomime still more degrad- 
ing. Though countenanced by good society in Paris (such, 
lor example, as the application of the finger to the side of 
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the nostrils, together with an acoompanying adya&oement 
of the face, by way of expressing a signal of knowingness 
or insinuation of secret understanding), even the words and 
phrases imported by our novels, and which are already 
settling into vernacular use, are sometimes fitted to import 
also the vulgar sentiment which they embody. Twenty-five 
years ago the vUe ^aculation ^^BahT was utterly un- 
known to the English public Kow, and entirely through 
the currency given to it by our own novels^ it has become 
the most popular expression for dismiasing with contempt 
any opinion or suggestion of the i>erson with whom you are 
conversing. Sir Edward Lytton was amongst the earliest 
and deepest offenders. Anything more brutal or more in- 
solent, in the way of summary contempt, cannot be imagined* 
To reject your companion's thoughts may sometimes be 
requisite in mere sincerity ; but to do so with this plebeian 
want of consideration, leaving behind it the same sense of 
'a stinging insult as would follow the act of puffing the 
smoke from a tobacco-pipe into your face, is a striking in- 
stance of the real coarseness which too often creeps amongst 
the refinements of the FrencL 

This instance, by the way, illustrates also the fisust that 
the French swerve at times from the law of respect to 
others not less grossly (though less frequently) than from 
the law of self-respect ; and it is worthy of remark that 
they swerve uniformly from the proi>er tone of respect for 
others, when it happens that this respect is precluded from 
expressing itself (as between equals it does) by means bf 
kindness and courtesy. Thus, in the intercourse between 
master and servant, the French always hold a false tone, 
whether in real life, or in the imitations of ihe drama. 
The French master is never dignified, though he may chance 
lo be tyrannical ; and the French servant^ without meaning 
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to be 80, is always disrespectfully familiar. The late Lady 
Blessington well illustrated the difiference between a French 
and an English footman. " If," said she, '< I ask my Eng- 
lish senrant any question about the residence and occupa- 
tion of a petitioner who may have called to solicit charity, 
he answers rigorously to the particular questions I put ; not 
by one hair's-breadth does he allow himself to wander into 
circumstances about which I have not questioned him. But 
the Frenchman fancies himself called upon to give his 
opinion upon every point, however remotely connected with 
my inquiries. He loses himself in volumes of garrulity ; 
and, without designing any disrespect, practically by his 
voluble manner forgets that he is speaking to his mistress." 
To the manners of a nation belong also its usages, and 
some of these amongst the French are essentially vulgar. 
That field would lead us too far. But in the meantime, 
when peace and the increasing facilities of locomotion are 
annually bringing us more and more within French influ- 
ence, it may have a seasonable use to direct the thoughts 
upon the current prejudice that French manners furnish 
any absolute model — ^to separate that which is really good 
and beautiful from that which rests upon false foundations 
— ^and, by suggesting a spirit of jealous discrimination in 
relation to foreign manners, eventually to warn us against 
exotic forms of coxcombry, and sometimes against exotic 
forms of sheer slang and brutality. 
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It soundfl paradoxical, bat iB not so in a }i»d sense, to 
say, that in eveiy literature of large compass some authors 
will be foond to rest much of the interest which surrounds 
them on their essential nonrpopolaritj. They are good for 
the Terf reason that they are not in conformity to the cur- 
rent taste. They interest because to the world they are 
not interesting. They attract by means of their repulsion. 
Not as though it could separately fhmish a reason for loving 
a book, that the migority of men had found it repulsiye. 
Prima facie, it must suggest some presumption against a 
book, that it has failed to gain public attention. To have 
roused hostility indeed, to have kindled a feud against its 
own principles or its temper, may happen to be a good 
sign. That argues power. Hatred may be promising. 
The deepest revolutions of mind sometimes begin in hatred. 
But simply to hare left a reader unimpressed, is in itself a 
neutral result, from which the inference is doubtftd. Yet 
even that, even simple failure to impress, may happen at 
times to be a result from positive powers in a writer, £rom 
special originalities, such as rarely reflect themselves in the 
mirror of the ordinary understanding. It seems little to be 
perceived, how much the great scriptural* idea of the 

* " Scriptural " wo call it, because this elemeot of thought, bo in- 
diapcDsable to a profoimd philosophy of morals, is not simply rnoiM 
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xporldly and the unworldly is found to emei^ in literature 
as well as in life. In reality, the veiy same combinatioim 
of moral qualities, infinitely varied, which compose tlie 
harsh physiognomy of what we call worldliness in the 
living groups of life, must unavoidably present themselves 
in books. A library divides into sections of worldly and 
unworldly, even as a crowd of men divides into that same 
migority and minority. The world has an instinct for re- 
cognising its own ; and recoils from certain qualities when 
exemplified in books, with the same disgust or d^ctive 
sympathy as would have governed it in real lifa From 
qualities, for instance, of childl&e simplicity, of shy pro- 
fundity, or of inspired self-communion, the world does and 
must turn away its face towards grosser, bolder, more de- 
terminedi or more inteUigiUe expressions of character and 
intellect ; and not otherwise in literature, nor at all less in 
literature, than it does in the realities of life. 

Charles Lamb, if any ever wcu^ is amongst the class 
here contemplated ; he, if any ever Aos, ranks amongst 
writens whose works are destined to be for ever un- 
popular, and yet for ever interesting ; . interesting, more- 
over, by means of those very qualities which guarantee 
their non-popularity. The same qualities which will be 
found forbidding to the world and the thoughtless, which 
wHl be found insipid to many even amongst robust and 
powerfdl minds, are exactly those which will continue to 
command a select audience in every generation. The prose 
essays, under the signature of Eliay form the most delight- 
ful section amongst LamVs works. They traverse a pecu- 

used in Scripture than elsewhere, but is so exclusively significant or 
intelligible amidst the correlative ideas of Scriptnrei as to be abso- 
hitely insusceptible of transUtioa into clamical Greek or daasical 
Latin. 
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liar field of observation/ sequestered from general interest ; 
and they are composed in a spirit too delicate and unob- 
trosive to catch the ear of the noisfy crowd, clamouring for 
strong sensations. But this retiring delicacy itself, the 
pensiveness chequered by gleams of the fenciful, and the 
humour that is touched with cross lights of pathos, together 
with the picturesque quaintness of the objects casually de- 
scribed, whether men, or things, or usages, and, in the rear 
of aU this, the constant recurrence to ancient recollections 
and to decaying forms of household life, as things retiring 
before the tumult of new and revolutionary generations ; 
these traits in combination communicate to the papers a 
grace and strength of originality which nothing in any 
literature approaches, whether for degree or kind of excel- 
lence, except the most felicitous papers of Addison, such as 
those on Sir Roger de Coverley,and some others in the 
same vein of composition. They resemble Addison's papers 
also in the diction, which is natural and idiomatic, even to 
carelessness. They are equally faithful to the truth of 
nature ; and in this only they differ remarkably — ^that the 
sketches of Elia reflect the stamp and impress of the 
writer's own character, whereas in all those of Addison the 
personal peculiarities of the delineator (though known to 
the reader from the beginning through the account of the 
club) are nearly quiescent. Now and then they are recalled 
into a momentary notice, but they do not act, or at all 
modify his pictures of Sir Roger or Will Wimble. They 
are slightly and amiably eccentric ; but the Spectator him- 
self, in describing them, takes the station of an ordinary 
observer. 

Everywhere, indeed, in the writings of Lamb, and not 
merely in his Elia^ the character of the writer co-oi>erate8 
in an under current to the effect of the thing written. To 
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nudentandy in the fullest sense, either the gaiety or the ten- 
derness of a particular passage, you must have some in- 
sight into the particular bias of the writer^s mind, whether 
native and original, or impressed gradually by the accidents 
of situation ; whether simply developed out of predisposi- 
tions by the action of Hfe, or violently scorched into the 
constitution by some fierce fever of calamity. There is in 
modem literature a whole class of writers, though not a 
large one, standing within the same category ; some marked 
originality of character in the writer becomes a co-efficient 
with what he says to a eommon result ; you must sympa^ 
thize with this peraowdiiy in the author before you can 
appreciate the most significant parts of his views. In most 
books the writer figures as a mere abstraction, without sex 
or age or local station, whom the reader banishes from his 
thoughts. What is written seems to proceed from a blank 
intellect, not from a man clothed with fleshly peculiarities 
and differences. These peculiarities and differences neither 
do, nor (generaUy speaking) c<mld intermingle with the 
texture of the thoughts, so as to modify their force or their 
direction. In such books, and they form the vast minority, 
there is nothing to be found or to be looked for beyond the 
dii'ect objective. {Sit venta verbo 1) But, in a small sec^ 
tion of books, the objective in the thought becomes con* 
fluent with the subjective in the thinker — ^the two forces 
unite for a joint product ; and fully to ei\joy the product, 
or fully to apprehend either element, both must be known. 
It is singular, and worth inquiring into, for the reason that 
the Greek and Roman literature had no such books. Timon 
of Athens, or Diogenes, one may conceive qualified for this 
mode of authorship, had journalism existed to rouse them 
in those days ; their << articles " would no doubt have been 
fearfully caustic. But, as they failed to produce anything, 
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and Lncian in an after ago is scarcely chaiacteristic enough 
for the poipose, perhaps ve xnay pronounce Babelais and 
Montaigne the earliest of writers in the class described. In 
the century following ihein, came Sir Thomas Browne, and 
immediately after him La Fontaine. Th^ came Swift, 
Sterne, with others less distinguished ; in Germany, Hippel, 
the friend of Kant, Harmann, the obscure ; and the greatest 
of the whole body — John F&ul Fr. Richter. In hm, from 
the strength and determinateness of his nature, as weU as 
from the great extent of his writing, the philosophy of this 
interaction between the author as a human agency and his 
theme as an intellectual re-agency, might best be studied. 
From him might be derived the largest number of cases, 
illustrating boldly this absorption of the uniyersal into the 
eoncrete — of the pure intellect into the human nature of 
the author. But nowhere could illustrations be found 
more interesting — shy, delicate, evanescent — shy as light- 
ning, delicate and evanescent as the coloured pendUings on 
a frosty night from the northern lights, than in the better 
parts of Lamb. 

To appreciate Lamb, therefore, it is requisite that his 
character and temperament should be understood in their 
coyest and most wayward features. A capital defect it 
would be if these could not be gathered silently from 
Lamb's works themselves. It would be a fatal mode of 
dependency upon an alien and separable accident if they 
needed an external commentary. But they do not. The 
syllables lurk up and down the writings of Lamb which 
decipher his eccentric nature. His character lies there 
dispersed in anagram ; and to &ny attentive reader the 
regathering and restoration of the total word from its 
scattered parts is inevitable without an effort. StiD it la 
always a satisfaction ia knowing a result, to know also its 
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ufhy and how; and in so far aa evexy character ia likely to 
be modified by the particular experience^ sad or joyoua, 
through which the life has travelled, it is a good contri- 
bution towards the knowledge of that resulting character 
as a whole to have a sketch of that particular experience. 
What trials did it impose 9 What energies did it task ? 
What temptations did it unfold? These calls upon the 
moral powers^ which in music so stormy, many a life is 
doomed to hear, how were they faced ) The character in a 
capital degree moulds oftentimes the life, but the life aikoayi 
in a subordinate degree moulds the character. And the 
character being in this case of Lamb so much of a key to 
the writings, it becomes important that the life should be 
traced, however briefly, as a key to the character. 

That is one reason for detaining the reader with some 
slight record of Lamb's career. Such a record by prefer- 
ence and of right belongs to a case where the intellectual 
display, which is the sole ground of any public interest at 
all in the man, has been intensely modified by the humor 
nities and moral penonalitiea distinguishing the subject 
We read a Physiology, and need no information aa to the 
life and conversation of its author; a meditative poem 
becomes far better understood by the light of such infor- 
mation ; but a work of genial and at the same time eccen- 
tric sentiment, wandering upon untrodden paths, is barely 
intelligible without it. There is a good reason for arresting 
judgment on the writer, that the court may receive evidence 
on the life of the man. But there is another reason, and, 
in any other place^ a better ; which reason lies in the extra 
ordinary value of the life considered separately for itself. 
Logically, it is not allowable to say that here ; and, con« 
sidering the principal purpose of this papier, any possible 
vndeperidervt value of the life must rank as a better reasoii 

£2 
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for reporting it Sinoe^ in a case where the origirAl olijeet 
is professedly to estimate the writings of a man, whatever 
promises to further that olgect must, merely by that ten- 
dency, have, in relation to that place, a momentary advan- 
tage which it would lose if valued upon a more abstract 
Bcal& Liberated from this casual office of throwing light 
upon a book — raised to its grander station of a solemn 
deposition to the moral capacities of man in conflict with 
calamity — ^viewed as a return made into the chanceries of 
heaven — upon an issue directed from that court to try the 
amount of power lodged in a poor desolate pair of human 
creatures for facing the very anarchy of storms — this 
obscure life of the two Lambs, brother and sister (for the 
two lives were one life), rises into a grandeur that is not 
paralleled onoe in a generation. 

Rich, indeed, in moral instruction was the life of Charles 
Lamb; and p^haps in one chief result it offers to the 
thoughtful observer a lesson of consolation that is awful, 
and of hope that ought to be immortal, viz., in the record 
.which it furnishes^ that by meekness of submission, and 
by earnest conflict with evil, in the spirit of cheerfulness, 
it is possible ultimately to disarm or to blunt the very 
heaviest of curses — even the curse of lunacy. Had it been 
whispered, in hours of infancy, to Lamb, by the angel who 
stood by his cradle — << Thou, and the sister that walks by 
ten years before thee, shall be through life, each to each, 
the solitary fountain of comfort ; and except it be from this 
fountain of mutual love, except it be as brother and sister, 
ye shall not taste the cup of peace on earth 1" — ^here, if 
there was sorrow in reversion, there was also consolation. 

But what funeral swamps would have instantly ingulfed 
this consolation, had some meddling fiend prolonged the 
revelation, and, holding up the curtain from the sad future 
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A little longer^ had aaid Bcomfiilly — '' Peace on earth I 
Peace for you two, Charles and Maiy Lamb 1 What peace 
18 possible under the curse which even now is gathering 
against your heads) Is there peace on earth for the 
lunatic — ^peace for the parenticide — peace for the girl that^ 
without warning, and without time granted for a peniten- 
tial ciy to Heaven, sends her mother to the last audit ?" 
And then, without treachery, speaking bare truth, this 
prophet of wo might have added — ^* Thou also, thyself 
Charles Lamb, thou in thy proper person, shalt enter the 
skirts of this dreadfiil hail-storm ; even thou shalt taste 
the secrets of lunacy, and enter as a captive its house of 
bondage ;* whilst over thy aster the accursed scorpion shall 
hang suspended through life, like Death hanging over the 
beds of hospitals, striking at times, but more often threaten- 
ing to strike ; or withdrawing its instant menaces only to lay 
bare her mind more bitterly to the persecuticms of a haunted 
memory r Considering the nature of the calamity, in the 
first place ; considering, in the second place, its life-long 
duration ; and, in the last place, considering the quality of 
the resistance by which it was met, and under what circum- 
stances of humble resources in money or j&iends — we have 
come to the deliberate judgment, that the whole range of 
history scarcely presents a more affecting spectacle of per- 
petual sorrow, humiliation, or conflict, and that was sup- 
ported to the end (that is, through forty years) with more 
resignation, or with more absolute victory. 

Charles Lamb was bom in February of the year 177^. 
His inmiediate descent was humble ; for his father, though 
on one particular occasion civilly described as a << scrivener,'* 
was in reality a domestic servant to Mr. Salt — ^a bencher 



* Lamb was himself confined for mz weeks at one period of his 
li£o in a lanatiio asjlum. 
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^•nd, therefoie, a barrister of some Btan^g) in fhe Lmer 
Temple. John Lamb^ the father, belonged by birth to 
lincohi; irom which city, being tnmsferred to London 
whilst yet a boy, he entered the oeryice of Mr. Salt without 
delay j and apparently from this period, throughout his 
life, continued in this good man's household to support the 
honourable relation of a Roman client to his patronus^ much 
more than that of a mercenary servant to a transient and 
capricious master. The terms on which Mr. S. seems to have 
liyed with the family of the Lambs, argue a kindness and a 
liberality of nature on both sides. John Lamb recommended 
himself as an attendant by the versatilily of his accomplish- 
ments ; and Mr. Salt, being a widower without children, 
which means, in effect, an old bachelor, naturally valued 
that encydopsedio range of dexterity which made his house 
independent of external aid for every mode of service. 
To kill one's own mutton is but an operose way of arriving 
at a dinner, and often a more costly way ; whereas, to 
combine one's own carpenter, locksmith, hair-dresser, groom, 
&e., all in one man's person — ^to have a Robinson Crusoe, 
up to all emergencies of life, always in waiting — ^is a luxury 
of the highest class for one who values his ease. 

A consultation is held more freely with a man familiar 
to one's eye, and more profitably with a man aware of one's 
peculiar habits. And another advantage from such an 
arrangement is, that one gets any little alteration or repair 
executed on the spot To hear is to obey, and by an inver- 
sion of Pope's rule — 

" One always m, and neyer to he, blest." 

People of one sole accomplishment, like the homo uniut 
libri^ are usually within that narrow circle disagreeably 
perfect, and, therefore, apt to be arrogant. People who 
can do all things, usually do every one of thtm iU ; and 
living in a constant effort to deny this too palpable fact, 
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they become irritably vain. Bat Mr. Lamb the elder seema 
to have been bent on perfection. He did all things ; he 
did them all well ; and yet was neither gloomily arrogant, 
nor testily vain. And being conscious apparently that all 
mechanic excellencies tend to illiberal results, unless coun- 
teracted by perpetual sacrifices to the graces, he went so far 
as to cultivate poetry ; he even printed his poems, and were 
we possessed of a copy (which we are noty nor probably is 
the Vatican), it would give us pleasure at this point to 
digress for a moment, and to cut them up, purely on con- 
siderations of respect to tiie author*s memoiy. It is hardly 
to be supposed that they did not really merit castigstion ; 
and we should best show the sincerity of our respect for 
Mr. Lamb, senior, in all those cases where we could con- 
scientiously profess respect by an unlimited application of 
the knout in the cases where we could not. 

The whole family of the Lambs seems to have won from 
Mr. Salt the consideration which is granted to humble 
friends j and from acquaintances nearer to their own 
standing, to have won a tenderness of esteem such as is 
granted to decayed gentry. Yet naturally, the social rank 
of the parents, as people still living, must have operated 
disadvantageously for the children. It is hard, even for 
the practised philosopher, to distinguish aristocratic graces 
of manner, and capacities of delicate feeling, in people 
whose very hearth and dress bear witness to the servile 
humility of their station. Tet such distinctions, as wild 
gifts of nature, timidly and half unconsciously asserted 
themselves in the unpretending Lambs. Already in their 
favour there existed a silent privilege analogous to the 
famous one oi Lord Einsale.* He, by special grant from 



• Whom, by the way, a modem Peerage telle ns that, strictly speak- 
ing (or rbther strictly spelling), we ought to call Kingsale. Very 
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the crowiiy is allowed, when Bfamding before the king^ to 
foiget that he ia not himself a king j the bearer of that 
peerage, through all generations, has the privilege of 
wearing his hat in the royal presence. By a general 
though tacit concession of the same nature, the rising 
generation of the Lambs, John and Charles, the two sons, 
and Mary Lamb, the only daughter, were permitted to 
forget that their graadmother had been a housekeeper fox 
sixly years, and that their father had worn a livery. 
Charles Lamb, indivickiaUy, was so entirely humble, and so 
careless of social distinctions, that he has taken pleasure in 
recurring to these very &ets in the fiunily records amongst 
the most genial of his Elia recollections. He only continued 
to remember, without shame, and with a peculiar tender- 
ness, these badges of plebeian tank when everybody else, 
amongst the few survivors that eould have known of their 
existence, had long dismissed them from their thoughts. 

Probably through Mr. Salt*s interest it was that Charles 
Lamb, in the autunm of 1782, when he wanted something 
more than four months of completing his eighth year, re- 
ceived a presentation to the magnificent school of Christ's 
HospitaL The late Dr. Arnold, when contrasting the 
school of his own boyish experience, Winchester, with 
Bugby, the school confided to his management, found 
nothing so much to regret in the circumstances of the 
latter as its forlorn condition with respect to historical tra- 
ditions. Wherever these were wanting, it occurred to Dr. 
Arnold that something of a compensatory effect for im- 
pressing the imagination might be obtained by connecting 
every important school with the nation through the link 
of annual prizes issuing from the exchequer. An official 
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CHAfiUBB LAMB. '1 19 

basis of natioiial patronage might proye a substitute for ao 
aiiliquarian or ancestral basis. Happily for the great 
educational foundations oi London, none of them is in the 
naked condition of Bugby. Westminster, Si Paul's, Mer- 
chant Tailors', the Charter-house, &&, are all crowned with 
historical recollections ; and Christ's Hospital, besides the 
original honours of its foundation, so fitted to a consecrated 
place in a youthful isiagination — ^an asylum for boy-students, 
provided by a boy-king (Edward vi.) — a king innocent, reli- 
gious, prematurely wise, and prematurely called away from 
earth — ^has also a mode of perpetual connexion with the 
state. It enjoys, therefore, both of Dr. Amold*s advantages. 
Indeed, all the great foundation schools of London, bearing 
in their very codes of organization the impress of a double 
function — ^viz., the conservation of sound learning and of 
pure religion — ^wear s(»nething of a monastic or cloistral 
character in their aspect abd usages, which is peculiarly im- 
pressive, and even pathetic, amidst the uproars of a capital 
the most colossal and tumultuous upon earth. 

Here Lamb remained until his fifteenth year, which year 
threw him on the woijd, and brought him alongside the 
golden dawn of the French Revolution, Here he learned 
a little elementary Greek, and of Latin more than a little ; 
for his lAtin notes to Mr. Cary (of Dante celebrity) though 
brief, are sufficient to reveal a true sense of what is grace- 
ful and idiomatic in Latinity. We say this, who have 
studied that subject more than most men. It is not that 
Lamb would have found it an easy task to compose a long 
paper in Latin — nobody can find it easy to do what he has 
no motive for habitually practising ; but a single sentence 
of Latin wearing the secret countersign of the << sweet 
Roman hand," ascertains sufficiently that, in reading Latin 
dassics, a man feels and comprehends their peculiar force 
or beauty. That is enougL It is requisite to a man's 
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ezpansioii of mmd that he should make aoquaintanoe frith 
a literature so radically di£Eering from all modem literature 
as is the Latin. It is no< requisite that he should practise 
Latin composition. Here, therefore^ Lamb obtained in 
sufficient porfectian one priceless accomplishment, which 
even singly throws a gnoeful air of liberality over all the 
rest of a man*s attainments : haying rarely any pecuniary 
value, it challenges the more attention to its intellectual 
value. Here also liunb commenced the friendships of his 
life ; and of all which he formed he lost none. Here it 
was, as the consummation and crown of his advantages from 
the time-honoured hospital, that he came to know " Pooi 
& T. 0." * Tov ^avfAOkfrinyraroy, 

Until 1796, it is probable that he lost sight of Cole 
ridge, who was then occupied with Cambridge, having beeu 
transferred thither as a privileged << Grecian" from Chrislfs 
Hospital That year, 1796, was a year of change and 
fearful calamity for Charles Lamb. On that year revolved 
the wheels of his after life. During the three years suc- 
ceeding to his school days, he had held a clerkship in the 
South Sea House. In 1795, he was transferred to the 
India House. As a junior clerk, he could not receive 
more than a slender salary ; but even this was important to 
the support of his parents and sister. They lived together 
in lodgings near Holbom ; and in the spring of 1796, l^Iiss 
Lamb (having previously shown signs of lunacy at intervals), 
in a sudden parolcysm of her disease, seized a knife from 
the dinner table, and stabbed her mother, who died upon 
the spot. A coroner*s inquest easily ascertained the nature 

■— -rBBI J-11J_. I. I m^m^^^g^mi^^^^^^^^ - ■ m. 

• "Poor 8. T. O/* — llie affecting expressioii by which Coloridge 
indicates himself in the few lines written daring his last illness for 
an inscription upon his own grave ; lines ill constracted in point of 
diction and compression, but otherwise speaking from the depths of 
his hoart. 
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of a case which was transparent in all its circamstanoeSi 
aiid never for a moment indecisive as re&;urded the medical 
symptoms. The poor young lady was transferred to the 
establishment for Imiatics at Hoxton. She soon recovered, 
we believe; but her relapses were as sudden as her re- 
coveries, and she continued through life to revisit, for periods 
of uncertain seclusion, that house of wo. This calamity of 
his fireside, followed soon- after by the death of his father, 
who had for some time been iii a state of imbecility, deter- 
mined the future destiny of Lamb. Apprehending, with 
the perfect grief of perfect love, that his sister's fate was 
sealed for life — ^viewing her as his own greatest bene&.ctress, 
which she really had been through her advantage by ten 
years of age — ^yielding with impassioned readiness to the 
depth of his fraternal afifection, what at any rate he would 
have yielded to the sanctities of duty as interpreted by his 
own conscience — ^he resolved for ever to resign aU thoughts 
of marriage with a young lady whom he loved, for ever to 
abandon all ambitious prospects that might have tempted 
him into uncertainties, humbly to content himself with the 
certainties of his Indian clerkship, to dedicate himself for 
the future to the care of his desolate and prostrate sister, 
and to leave the rest to God. These sacrifices he made in 
no hurry or tumult, but deliberately, and in religious tran- 
quiULty. These sacrifices were accepted in heaven ; and 
even on this earth they ?iad their reward. She, for whom 
he gave up all, in turn gave up all for him. She devoted 
herself to his comfort Many times she returned to the 
lunatic establishment, but many times she was restored to 
illuminate the household hearth for him ; and of the happi- 
ness which for forly years and more he had, no hour seemed 
true that was not derived from her. Henceforward, there- 
fore, until he was emancipated by the noble generosity oi 
I — vin. 
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the East India Directors, Lamb's time, for nine-and-twentj 
years, was given to the India House. 

<< fortunati nimium, 9iui si bona n&rini,** is applicable 
to more people than "agiicolas** Glerks of the India 
House are as blind to their own advantages as the blindest 
of ploughmen. Lamb was summoned, it is true, through 
the larger and more genial section of his life, to the 
drudgeiy of a copying clerk — making confidential entries 
into mighty folios, on the subject of calicoes and musUns. 
By this means, whether he would or not, he became gradu- 
ally the author of a great << serial " work, in a frightful 
number of volumes, on as dry a department of literature as 
the children of the great desert could have suggested. No- 
body, he must have felt, was ever likely to study this great 
work of his, not even Dr. Dryasdust. He had written in 
vain, which is not pleasant to know. There would be no 
second edition oalled for by a discerning public in Leaden- 
haU Street ; not a chance of that. And consequently the 
opera omnia of Lamb, drawn up in a hideous battalion, at 
the cost of labour so enormous, would be known only to 
certain families of spiders in one generation, and of rats in 
the next. Such a labour of Sisyphus, — the rolling up a 
ponderous stone to the summit of a hill only that it might 
roll back again by the gravitation of its own dulness, — 
seems a bad employment for a man of genius in his meridian 
energies. And yet, perhaps not. Perhaps the collective 
wisdom of Europe could not have devised for Lamb a more 
favourable condition of toil than this very India House 
clerkship. His works (his Leadenhall Street works) were 
certainly not read ; popular they could not be, for they 
were not read by anybody ; but then, to balance t?iat, they 
were not reviewed. His folios were of that order, which 
(in Oowpei^B words) ** not even critics criticise.** la thai 
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Qotliingi Ib it no happiness to escape the hands of 
merciless reviewers ? Many of us escape being read ; the 
worshipful reviewer does not find time to read a line of us ; 
but we do not for that reason escape being criticised, 
" shown up," and martyred. The list of errata agam, com- 
mitted by Lamb, was probably of a magnitude to alarm 
any possible compositor ; and yet these errata will never 
be known to mankind. They are dead and buried. They 
have been cut ofif prematurely ; and for any effect upon 
their generation, might as well never have existed. Then 
the returns, in a pecuniary sense, from these folios — how 
important were they I It is not common, certainly, to write 
folios ; but neither is it common to draw a steady income 
of from £300 to £400 per annum from volumes of any 
size. This will be admitted ; but would it not have been 
better to draw the income without the toil ? Doubtless it 
would always be more agreeable to have the rose without 
the thorn. But in the case before us, taken with all its 
circumstances, we deny that the toil is truly typified as a 
thorn ; so far from being a thorn in Lamb's daily life, on 
the contraiy, it was a second rose ingrafted upon the origi- 
nal rose of the income, that he had to earn it by a moderate 
but continued exertion. Holidays, in a national establish- 
ment so great as the India House, and in our too fervid 
period, naturally could not be frequent ; yet all great Eng- 
lish corporations are gracious masters, and indulgences of 
this nature could be obtained on a special application. Not 
to count upon these accidents of favour, we find that the 
regular toil of those in Lamb's situation began at ten in 
the morning, and ended as the clock struck four in the 
afternoon. Six hours composed the daily contribution of 
labour, that is precisely one-fourth part of the total day. 
But, as Sunday was exempted, the rigorous expression of 
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the quota was one-fourth of six-sevenths, which makes only 
six twenty-eighths and not six twenty-fourths of the total 
time. Less toil than this would hardly have avaQed to 
deepen the sense of value in that large part of the time 
still remaining disposable. Had there been any resimiption 
whatever of labour in the evening, though but for half an 
hour, that one encroachment upon the broad continuous 
area of the eighteen free hours would have killed the tran- 
quillity of the whole day, by sowing it (so to speak) with 
intermitting anxieties — anxieties that, like tides, would still 
be rising and falling. Whereas now, at the early hour of 
four, when daylight is yet lingering in the air, even at the 
dead of winter, in the latitude of London, and when the 
enjoying section of the day is barely commencing, everything 
is left which a man would care to retain. A mere dilettante 
or amateur student, having no mercenary interest concerned, 
would, upon a refinement of luxury — ^would, upon choice, 
give up so much time to study, were it only to sharpen the 
value of what remained for pleasure. And thus the only 
difference between the scheme of the Lidia House distribute 
ing his time for Lamb, and the scheme of a wise voluptuary 
distributing his time for himself, lay, not in the aTtiouni of 
time deducted from enjoyment, but in the particular mode 
of appropriating that deduction. An intellectual appro- 
priation of the time, though casually fatiguing, must have 
pleasures of its own ; pleasures denied to a task so mechanic 
and so monotonous as that of reiterating endless records ^f 
Bales or consignments not essentially varying from each 
other. True; it is pleasanter to pursue an intellectual 
study than to make entries in a ledger. But evm an in- 
tellectual toil is toil ; few people can support it for more 
than six hours in a day. And the only question, therefore, 
after all, is^ at what period of the day a man would prefer 
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tftking tbifi pleasure of stady. Now, upon that pointy aa 
regards the case of Lamb, there is no opening for doubt 
He, amongst his Popular Fallacies, humorously illustrates 
the necessity of evening and artificial lights to the pros- 
perity of studies. After exposing, with the perfection of 
fun, the savage unsociaUty of those elder ancestors who 
lived (if life it was) before lamp-light was invented, showing 
that << jokes came in with candles," since "what repartees 
could have passed" when people were " grumbling at one 
another in the dark," and " when you must have felt about 
for a smile, and handled a neighbour's cheek to be sure that 
he understood it 1" — ^he goes on to say, " This accounts for 
the seriousness of the elder poetry," viz., because they had 
no candle-light. Even eating he objects to as a veiy im- 
perfect thing in the dark ; you are not convinced that a 
dish tastes as it should do by the promise of its name, if 
you dine in the twilight without candles. Seeing is be- 
lieving. " The senses absolutely give and take reciprocally." 
The sight guarantees the taste. For instance, " Can you 
tell pork from veal in the dark, or distinguish Sherries from 
pure Malaga ?" To all eigoyments whatsoever candles are 
indispensable as an ac^unct ; but, as to reading, " there 
is," says Lamb, " absolutely no such thing but by a candle. 
We have tried the affectation of a book at noon-day in 
gardens, but it was labour thrown away. It is a mockery, 
all that is reported of the influential Phoebus. No true 
poem ever owed its birth to the sun*s light. The mild in- 
ternal light, that reveals the fine shapings of poetry, like 
fires on the domestic hearth, goes out in the sunshine. 
Milton's morning hymn in Paradise, we would hold a good 
wager, was penned at midnight ; and TayWs rich descrip- 
tion of a sunrise smella decidedly of the taper." This 
view of evening and candle-light, as involved in the fall 
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delight of literature, may seem no more than a pleasant ex- 
travaganza ; and no doubt it is in the nature of such gaieties 
to travel a little into exaggeration ; but substantiaUy it is 
certam that Lamb's sincere feelings pointed habitually in 
the direction here indicated. His literary studies, whether 
iaking the colour of tasks or diversions, courted the aid of 
evening, which, by means of physical weariness, produces a 
more luxurious state of repose than belongs to the labour 
hours of day ; they courted the aid of lamp-light, which, as 
Lord Bacon remarked, gives a gorgeousness to human 
pomps and pleasures, such as would be vainly sought from 
the homeliness of day-light. The hours, therefore, which 
were withdrawn from his own control by the India House, 
happened to be exactly that part of the day which Lamb 
least valued, and could least have turned to account. 

The account given of Lamb's friends, of those whom he 
endeavoured to love because he admired them, or to esteem 
intellectually because he loved them personally, is too much 
coloured for general acquiescence by Sergeant (since Mr. 
Justice) Talfourd's own early prepossessions. It is natural 
that an intellectual man like the Sergeant, personally made 
known in youth to people, whom from childhood he had 
regarded as powers in the ideal world, and in some instances 
as representing the eternities of human speculation, since 
their names had perhaps dawned upon his mind in concur- 
rence with the very earliest suggestion of topics which 
they had treated, should overrate their intrinsic grandeur. 
Hazlitt accordingly is styled " The great thinker." But 
had he even been such potentially, there was an absolute 
bar to his achievement of that station in act and consum- 
mation. No man can be a great thinker in our days upon 
large and elaborate questions without being also a great 
student. To think profoundly, it is indispensable that a 
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Man shoold liave read down to his own starting-point, 
and have read as a collating student to the particalar 
stage at wliich he himself takes np the sabject. At this 
moment, for instance, how could geology be treated other- 
wise than childishly by one who should rely upon the 
encyclopaedias of 1800 ? or comparative physiology by the 
most ingenious of men unacquainted with Marshall Hall, 
and with the apocalyptic glimpses of secrets unfolding under 
the hands of Professor Owen? In such a condition of 
undisciplined thinking, the ablest man thinks to no purpose. 
He lingers upon parts of the inquiry that have lost the 
importance which once they had, under imperfect charts of 
the subject; he wastes his strength upon problems that 
have become obsolete ; he loses his way in paths that are 
not in the line of direction upon which the improved specu- 
lation is moving ; or he gives narrow coAJectural solutions 
of difficulties that have long since received sure and com- 
prehensive ones. It is as if a man should in these days 
attempt to colonize, and yet, through inertia or through 
ignorance, should leave behind him aU modem resources 
of chemistry, of chemical agriculture, or of steam-power. 
HazUtt had read nothing. Unacquainted with Grecian 
philosophy, with Scholastic philosophy, and with the recom- 
position of these philosophies in the looms of Germany 
during the last seventy and odd yeaiB, trustiug merely to 
the untrained instincts of keen mother- wit — ^whence should 
Hazlitt have had the materials for great thinking ? It is 
through the collation of many abortive voyages to polar 
r^ons that a man gains his first chance of entering the 
polar basin, or of running ahead on the true line of 
approach to it. The very reason for Hazlitt*s defect in 
eloquence as a lecturer, is sufficient also as a reason why 
be could not have been a comprehensive thinker <* He 
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was not doqaenV BAjf> the Sergeant^ ^ in the trae sense 
of the tenn." But why ? Because it seems " his thoughts 
were too weighty to be moved along by the shallow stream 
of feeling which an eyening^s excitement can rouse," — an 
explanation which leaves us. in doubt whether Hazlitt for- 
feited his chance of eloquence by accommodating himself 
to this evening's excitement^ or by Roomily resisting it 
Our own ttplanation is different^ Hazlitt was not eloquent, 
because he was discontinuous. No. man can be eloquent 
whose thoughts are abrupt, insulated, capricious, and (to 
borrow an impressive word from Coleridge) non-eequadous. 
Eloquence resides not in separate or fractional ideas, but in 
the relations of manifold ideas, and in the mode of their 
evolution from each other. It is not indeed enough that 
the ideas should be many, and their relations coherent; 
the mam condition lies in the key of the evolution, in the 
law of the succession. The elements are nothing without 
the atmosphere that moulds, and the dynanuo forces that 
combine. Now Haslitt's brilliancy is seen chiefly in sepa- 
rate splinterings of phrase or image which throw upon the 
eye a vitreous scintillation for a moment^ but spread no 
deep suffusions of colour, and distribute no masses of mighty 
shadow. A flash, a solitary flash, and all is gone. Rhetoric, 
according to its quality, stands in many degrees of relation 
to the permanencies of truth ; and all rhetoric, like all 
flesh, is partly unreal, and the glory of both is fleeting. 
Even t]ie mighty rhetoric of Sir Thomas Browne, or Jeremy 
Taylor, to whom only it has been granted to open the 
trumpet-stop on that great organ of passion, oftentimes 
leaves behind it the sense of sadness which belongs to 
beautiful apparitions starting out of darkness upon ^be 
morbid eye, only to be reclaimed by darkness in the instant 
of their birth, or which hdouafi to pageantries in the oLoud& 
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Bat if all rhetoric is a lAode of pyrotecliny, and all pyro- 
technics are by necessity fugitive, yet even in these fraC 
pomps, there are many degrees of frailty. Some fireworks 
require an hour's duration for the expansion of their glory ; 
others, as if formed from ftdminating powder, expire in the 
yeiy act of birth. Precisely on that scale of duration and 
of power stand the glitterings of rhetoric that are not 
worked into the texture, but washed on from the outside. 
Hazlitt's thoughts were of the same fractured and discon- 
tinuous order as his illustrative images — seldom or never 
self-diffusive ; and thai is a sufficient argument that he had 
never cultivated philosophic thinking. 

Not, however, to conceal any part of the truth, we are 
bound to acknowledge that Lamb thought otherwise on 
this point, manifesting what seemed to us an extravagant 
admiration of Hazlitt, and perhaps even in part for that 
very glitter which we are denouncing — at least he did so 
in conversation with ourselve& But^ on the other hand, 
as this conversation travelled a little into the tone of a 
disputation, and our frost on this point might seem to 
justify some undue fervour by way of balance, it is very 
possible that Lamb did not speak his absolute and most 
dispassionate judgment. And yet again, if he did, may 
we, with all reverence for Lamb's exquisite genius, have 
permission to say — ^that his own constitution of intellect 
sinned by this very habit of discontinuity. It was a habit 
of mind not unlikely to be cherished by his habits of life. 
Amongst these habits was the excess of his social kindness. 
He scorned so much to deny his company and his redundant 
hospitality to any man who manifested a wish for either 
by calling upon him, that he almost seemed to think it a 
criminality in himself if, by .accident^ he really was from 
home on your visits rather than by possibility a negUgenoe 
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in you, that had not forewarned him of your intention. 
What was the consequence 9 All his life, from this and 
other causes, he must have read in the spirit of one liable 
to sudden interruption ; like a dragoon, in fact, reading 
with one foot in the stirrup, when expecting momentarily 
a sunmions to mount for action. In such situations, read- 
ing by snatches, and by intervals of precarious leisure, 
people form inevitably the habit of seeking and unduly 
valuing condensations of the meaning, where in reality 
the truth suffers by this short-hand exhibition ; or else 
they demand too vivid illustrations of the meaning. Lord 
Chesterfield, so brilliaat a man by nature, already therefore 
making a morbid estimate of brilliancy, and so hurried 
throughout his life as a public man, read under this double 
coercion for craving instantaneous effects. At one period, 
his only time for reading was in the morning, whilst under 
the hands of his hairdresser, who, in that age, or even thirty 
years later, was an artist that, more even than a tailor, minis- 
tered to respectability. Compelled to take the hastiest of flying 
shots at his author, naturally Lord Chesterfield demanded a 
very conspicuous mark to fire at. But the author could not, 
in so brief a space, be always sure to crowd any very promi- 
nent objects on the eye, xmless by being audaciously oracular 
and peremptory as regarded the sentiment, or flashy in 
excess as regarded its expression. '^ Come now, my friend,** 
was Lord Chesterfield's morning ac^uration to his author ; 
<<come now, cut it short — don*t prose-— don*t hum and 
haw.*' The author had doubtless no ambition to enter his 
name on the honourable and ancient roll of gentlemen 
prosers ; probably he conceived himself not at all tainted 
with the asthmatic infirmity of humming and hawing ; but, 
as to << cutting it short,** how could he be sure of meeting 
his lordship's expectations in that point, unless by dismiss- 
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ing all the limitations that might be requisite to fit the 
idea for use, or the adjuncts that might be requisite to 
integrate its truth, or the final consequences that might 
involve some deep arrihv peru^. To be lawfully and 
usefully biiUiant, after this rapid fashion, a man must come 
forward as a refresher of old truths, where his suppressions 
are supplied by the reader's memory ; not as an expounder 
of new truths, where oftentimes a dislocated fraction of 
the true is not less dangerous than the false itself. 

To read therefore habitually, by hurried instalments, has 
this bad tendency — ^that it is likely to found a taste for 
modes of composition too artificially irritating, and to dis- 
turb the equilibrium of the judgment in relation to the 
colourings of style. Lamb, however, whose constitution of 
mind was even ideally sound in reference to the natural, 
the simple, the genuine, might seem of all men least liable 
to a taint in this direction. And undoubtedly he was so, 
as regarded those modes of beauty which nature had 
specially qualified him for apprehending. Else, and in 
relation to other modes of beauty, where his sense of the true, 
and of its distinction from the spurious, had been an acquired 
sense, it is impossible for us to hide from ourselves — that not 
through habits only, not through stress of injurious accidents 
only, but by original structure and temperament of mind. Lamb 
had a bias towards those very defects on which rested the 
startling characteristics of style which we have been noticing. 
Hehimself, we fear, not bribed by indulgentfeelingstoanother, 
not moved by friendship, but by native tendency, shrank from 
the continuous, from the sustained, from the elaborate. 

The elaborate, indeed, without which much truth and 
beauty must perish in germ, was by name the object of his 
invectives. The instances are many, in his own beautiful 
eevays, where he literally colUpaes, literally sinks away 
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from openings suddenly offering thexnaelyes to jQights jf 
pathos or solemnity in direct prosecution of his own theme. 
On any such smnmons, where an ascending impulse, and an 
untired pinion were required, he rrfutes himself (to use 
militaiy language) invariably. The least obsenring reader 
of Elia cannot have failed to notice that the most felicit- 
ous passages always accomplish their circuit in a few sen- 
tences. The gyration within which his sentiment wheels, 
no matter of what kind it may be, is always the shortest 
pjudbla It does not prolong itself — ^it does not repeat 
Itself — it does not propagate itselC But^ in fact, other 
features in LamVs mind would have argued this feature by 
analogy, had we by accident been left unaware of it directly. 
It is not by chance, or without a deep ground in his nature, 
common to all his qualities, both affirmative and negative, 
that Lamb had an insensibility to music more absolute 
than can have been often shared by any human creature^ or 
perhaps than was ever before acknowledged so candidly. 
The sense of music — as a pleasurable sense, or as any sense 
at all other than of certain unmeaning and impertinent 
differences in respect to high and low, sharp or flat — was 
utterly obliterated as with a sponge by nature herself from 
Lamb*s organization. It was a corollaiy, from the same 
large wibgtraltum in his nature, that Lamb had no sense of 
the rhythmical in prose composition. Rhythmus, or pomp 
of cadence^ or sonorous ascent of dauses, in the structure of 
<«entences, were effects of art as much thrown away upon 
hm as the voice of the charmer upon the deaf adder. We 
ourselveB, occupying the veiy station of polar opposition to 
that of Lamb, being as morbidly, perhaps, in the one excess 
as he in the other, naturally detected this omission in 
LomVs nature at an early stage of our acquaintance. Not 
the fabled Begulus^ with his eyelids torn away, and hia 
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uncurtained eye-balls exposed to the noon-tide glare of a 
Carthaginian sun, could have shrieked with more anguish 
of recoil from torture than we from certain sentences and 
periods in which Lamb perceived no fault at all. Fomp^ 
in our apprehension, was an idea of two categories ; 
the pompous might be spurious, but it might also be 
genuine. It is weU to love the simple — w« love it ; nor is 
there any opposition at all between that and the very gloiy 
of pomp. But, as we once put the case to Lamb, if, as a 
musician, as the leader of a mighty orchestra, you had this 
theme offered to you — " Belshazzar the king gave a great 
feast to a thousand of his lords'' — or this, << And on a cer- 
tain day, Marcus Cicero stood up, and in a set speech 
rendered solemn thanks to Caius CsEsar for Quintus Llgarius 
pardoned, and for Marcus Marcellus restored" — surely no 
man would deny that, in such a case, simplicity, though in 
a passive sense not lawfully absent, must stand aside as 
totally insufficient for the posUive part Simplicity might 
guide, even here, but could not furnish the power ; a rudder 
it might be, but not an oar or a sail. This Lamb was 
ready to allow ; as an intellectual quiddity ^ he recognised 
pomp in the character of a privileged thing ; he was 
obliged to do so; for take away from great ceremonial 
festivals, such as the solemn rendering of thanks, the celebra- 
tion of national anniversaries, the commemoration of public 
benefactors, &c., the element of pomp, and you take away 
their very meaning and life ; but, whilst allowing a place 
for it in the rubric of the logician, it is certain that> sermir 
cmly, Lamb would not have sympathized with it, nor have 
felt its justification in any concrete instance. We find a 
difficulty in pursuing this subject, without greally exceeding 
the just limits. We pause, therefore, and add only this 
one suggestion as partly explanatoiy of the csm. Lamb 
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had the Dramatic intellect and taste, perhaps in perfection ; 
of the Epic, he had none at alL Here, as happens some- 
times to men of genios pretematurally endowed in one 
direction, he might be considered as almost staryed. A 
faYourite of nature, so eminent in some directions, by what 
right could he complain that her bounties were not indis* 
criminate 1 From this defect in his nature it arose, that, 
except by culture and by reflection. Lamb had no genial 
appreciation of Milton. The solemn planetary wheelings of 
the Paradise Lost were not to his taste. What he did 
comprehend, were the motions like those of lightning, the 
fierce angular coruscations of that wild agency which comes 
forward so vividly in the sudden veparerreui, in the revo- 
lutionaiy catastrophe, and in the tumultuous conflicts, 
through persons or through situations, of the tragic drama. 
There is another vice in Mr. Hazlitt's mode of composi- 
tion, viz., the habit of trite quotation, too conmion to have 
challenged much notice, were it not for these reasons : 1st, 
That Sergeant Talfourd speaks of it in equivocal terms, as 
a £Eiult perhaps, but as a << felicitous " fault, << trailing after 
it a line of golden associations ;*' 2dly, Because sometimes 
it involves a dishonesty. On occasion of No. 1, we must 
profess our belief that a more ample explanation from the 
Sergeant would have left him in substantial harmony with 
ourselves. We cannot conceive the author of Ion, and 
the friend of Wordsworth, seriously to countenance 
that paralytic " mouth-diarrhoea " (to borrow a phrase of 
Coleridge's) — ^that Jluxe de houche (to borrow an earlier 
phrase of Archbishop Huet's) which places the reader at 
the mercy of a man's tritest remembrances from his most 
school-boy reading. To have the verbal memoiy infested 
with tags of verse and << cues " of rhyme is in itself an in- 
firmity as vulgar and as morbid as the stable-boy's habit of 
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whistling slang aiis npon the mere mechanical excitement 
of a bar or two whistled by some other blockhead in somo 
other stable. The very stage has grown weary of ridi- 
culing a folly, that having been long since expelled from 
decent society has taken refuge amongst the most imbecile 
of authors. Was Mr. Hazlitt, then, of that class 1 No ; 
he was a man of splendid talents, and of capacity for greater 
things than he ever attempted, though without known pre- 
tensions of the philosophic kind ascribed to him by the Ser- 
geant. Meantime the reason for resisting the example and 
practice of Hazlitt lies in this — ^that essentially it is at war 
with sincerity, the foundation of all good writing, to ex- 
press one*s own thoughts by another man*s words. This 
dilemma arises. The thought is, or it is not, worthy of 
that emphasis which belongs to a metrical expression of it. 
If it is noty then we shall be guilty of a mere folly in 
pushing into strong relief that which confessedly cannot 
support it. If it 18, then how incredible that a thought 
strongly conceived, and bearing about it the impress of one's 
own individuality, should naturally, and without dissimula- 
tion or falsehood, bend to another man's expression of it ! 
Simply to back one's own view by a similar view derived 
from another, may be useful ; a quotation that repeats 
one's own sentiment, but in a varied form, has the grace 
which belongs to the idem in cUio, the same radical idea 
expressed with a difference— similarity in dissimilarity; 
but to throw one's own thoughts, matter, and form, through 
edien organs so absolutely as to make another man one's in- 
terpreter for evil and good, is either to confess a singular 
laxity of thinking that can so flexibly adapt itself to any 
casual form of words, or else to confess that sort of care- 
lessness about the expression which draws its real origin 
from a sense of indifference about the things to be ex- 
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of Alt we mifis it What q>Iendoiir there is fur the fancy 
and the eye belongs chiefly to the Vision, contributed by 
Coleridge, and this was subsequently withdrawou The 
fault lay in South^'s political relations at that era; his 
sympathy with the French Revolution in its earlier stages 
had been boundless ; in all respects it was a noble sympathy, 
fading only as the gorgeous colouring faded from the em- 
blazonries of that awful event, drooping only when the 
promises of that golden dawn sickened under stationary 
eclipse. In 1796, Southey was yet under the tyranny of 
bis own earliest fascination ; in Ats eyes the Eevolution had 
Buffered a momentaiy blight from refluxes of panic; but 
bHght of some kind is incident to eveiy harvest on which 
human hopes are suspended. Bad auguries were also 
ascending from the unchaining of martial instincts. But 
that the Eevolution, having ploughed its way through un- 
paralleled storms, was preparing to face other storms, did 
but quicken the apprehensiveness of his love — did but 
quicken the duty of giving utterance to this love. Hence 
came the rapid composition of the poem, which cost less 
time in writing than in printing. Hence, also, came the 
choice of his heroine. What he needed in his central 
character was, a heart with a capacity for the wrath of 
Hebrew prophets applied to ancient abuses, and for evangelic 
pity applied to the sufferings of nations. This heart, with 
this double capacity — ^where should he seek it ? A French 
heart it must be, or how should it follow with its Cfympa- 
thies a French movement % There lay Southey's reason for 
adopting the Maid of Orleans as the depositary of hopes 
and aspirations on behalf of Fiance as fervid as his own. 
In choosing this heroine, so inadequately known at that 
time, Southey testified at least his own nobility of feeling ; * 

* It is right to remind the reader of this, for a reason applying 
forcibly to the present moment. Michalat has taxed Englishmen with 
f2 
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bnt in executing his choice, he and his friends overlooked 
two faults fatal to his purpose. One was this : sympathy 
with the French Bevolution meant sympathy with^ the 
opening prospects of man — ^meant sympathy with the 
Pariah of every clime — ^with all that suffered social wrong, 
or saddened in hopeless bondage. 

That was the movement at work in the French Revolu- 
tion. But the movement of Joanna d*Arc took a different 
direction. In her day also, it is true, the human heart had 
yearned after the same vast enfiranchisement for the children 
of labour as afterwards worked in the great vision of the 
French Revolution. In her days also, and shortly before 
them, the human hand had sought by bloody acts to realize 
this dream of the heart. And in her childhood, Joanna 
had not been insensible to these premature motions upon a 
path too bloody and too dark to be safa But this view of 
human misery had been utterly absorbed to her by the 
special misery then desolating France. The lilies of France 

yielding to national animosities in the case of Joan, having no plea 
whatever for that insinaation but the single one drawn from Shak- 
speare's Henry vi. To this the answers are as follow : — First, That 
Shakspeare's share in that trilogy is not nicely ascertained ; not so nicely 
as to warrant the founding upon it of aQy solemn accusation. Secondly, 
That M. Michelet forgot (or which is far worse, not forgetting it, 
he dissembled) the fact, that in undertaking a series of dramas upon 
the basis avowedly of national chronicles, and for the very purpose 
of profiting by old traditionary recollections connected with ances- 
tral glories, it was mere lunacy to recast the circumstances at the 
bidding of antiquarian research, so as entirely to disturb these popular 
traditions. Besides that, to Shakspeare's age no such spirit of re- 
search had blossomed. Writing for the stage, a man would have 
risked lapidation by uttering a whisper in that direction. And, even 
if not, what sense could there have been in openly running counter to 
the very motive that had originally prompted that particular choice of 
chronicle plays ? Thirdly, If one Englishman had, in a memorable 
situation, adopted the popular view of Joan's conduct [popular as 
much in France as in England); on the other hand, fifty years before 
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bad been trampled under foot by the conquering straugcr. 
Within fifty years, in three pitched battles that resounded 
to the cuds of the earth, the chivalry of France had been 
exterminated. Her oriflamme had been dragged through 
the dust. The eldest son of Baptism had been prostrated. 
The daughter of France had been surrendered on coercion 
as a bride to her English conqueror. The child of that 
marriage, a marriage so ignominious to the land, was King 
of France by the consent of Christendom ; that child's 
nnde domineered as regent of France; and that child's 
armies were in military possession of the land. But were 
they undisputed masters ? No ; and there precisely lay the 
sorrow of the time. Under a perfect conquest there would 
have been repose; whereas the presence of the English 
armies did but furnish a plea, masking itself in patriotism, 
for gatherings everywhere of lawless marauders ; of soldiers 
that had deserted their banners ; and of robbers by pro- 
fession. This was the wo of France more even than the 
military dishonour. That dishonour had been palliated 



M. Micbelet was writing this flagrant injustice, another Englishman 
(vis., Southey) had, in an epic poem, reversed this mis-judgment, and 
invested the shepherd girl with a glory nowhere else accorded to her, 
not even by Schiller. Fourthly, We are not entitled to view as an 
attack upon Joanna, what, in the worst construction, is but an unez- 
amining adoption of the contemporary historical accounts. A poet 
or a dramatist is not responsible for the accuracy of chronicles. But 
that, which U an attack upon Joan, being briefly the foulest and ob- 
Bcenest attempt ever made to stifle the grandeur of a great human 
struggle, viz., the French burlesque poem of La Ihtcdle — what 
memorable man was it that wrote that f Was he a Frenchman, or 
was he not ? was his name Voltaire, Arouet de Voltaire, or was it 
not? That M. Micbelet should j^re^ene^ to have forgotten this vilest 
of pasquinades, is more shocking to the general sense of justice than 
a^y special untruth as to Shakspeaxe can be to the particular nalioi^ 
ality of an £nglishmazi« 
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from the first by the geneal(>gicai pietensiona of the English 
royal fiunily to the French throne, and these pretensions 
were strengthened in the person of the present claimant 
Bu^ the military desolation of France, this it was that woke 
the faith of Joanna in her own heavenly mission of deliverance. 
It was the attitude of her prostrate countiy, crying night 
and day for purification from blood, and not from feudal 
oppression, that swallowed up the thoughts of the im- 
passioned girL But that was not the ciy that uttered itself 
afterwards in the French Revolution. In Joanna^s days, 
the first stop towards rest for France was by expulsion of 
the foreigner. Independence of a foreign yoke, liberation 
as between people and people, was the one ransom to be 
paid for French honour and peace. That debt settled, 
there might come a time for thinking of dvil liberties. 
But this time was not within the prospects of the poor 
shepherdess. The field — ^the area of her sympathies never 
coincided with that of the revolutionary period. It fol- 
lowed, therefore, that Southey could not. have raised Joanna 
(with her condition of feeling), by any management, into the 
interpreter of his own. That was the first error in his 
poem, and it was irremediable. The second was — and 
strangely enough this also escaped notice — ^that the heroine 
of Southey is made to close her career precisely at the point 
when its grandeur commences. She believed herself to 
have a mission for the deliverance of France ; and the great 
instiument which she was authorized to use towards this 
end, was the king, Charles vn. Him she was to ctot^h. 
With this coronation, her triumph, in the plain historical 
sense ended. And there ends Southe/s poem. But ex- 
actly at this point, the grander stage of her mission com- 
mem^es, viz., the ransom which she, a solitary girl, paid in 
her own person for the national deliverance. The graniloz 
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half of the Btory wbs thus fiacrificed, aa being irrelevant to 
Southey's political object ; and jet, after all, the half which he 
retained did not at all eymbolize that object It is singular, 
indeed, to find a long poem, on an ancient subject, adapting 
itself hieroglyphically to a modem purpose ; 2dl7, to find 
it failing of this purpose ; and 3dly, if it had not fsuled, 
80 planned that it <;ould have succeeded only by a sacrifice 
of all that was grandest in the theme. 

To these, capital oversights, Southey, Coleridge, and 
Lamb, were all joint parties ; the two first as concerned 
in the composition, the last as a frank though friendly 
reviewer of it in his private correspondence with Coleridge. 
It is, however, some palliation of these oversights, and a 
veiy singular fact in itself, that neither from English autho- 
rities nor from French, though the two nations were equally 
brought into dose connexion with the career of that extra- 
ordinary girl, could any adequate view be obtained of her 
character and acts. The official records of her trial, apart 
from which nothing can be depended upon, were first m 
the course of publication from the Paris press during the 
currency of last* year. First in 1847, about four hundred 
and sixteen years after her ashes had been dispersed to the 
winds, could it l)e seen distinctly, through the clouds of 
fierce partisanships and national prejudices, what had been 
the frenzy of the persecution against her, and the utter 
desolation of her position ; what had been the grandeur of 
her conscientious resistance. 

Anxious that our readers should see Lamb from as many 
angles as possible, we have obtained from an old friend of 
his a memorial — ^slight, but such as the drcumstaiices 
allowed— of an evening spent with Charles and Mary 



^ " Last year"— This was written in 184S. 
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Lamb, in the winter of 1821-22. The record ia of the 
most unambitious character ; it pretends to nothing, as the 
reader will see, not so much as to a pun, which it really 
required some singularity of luck to have missed from 
Charles Lamb, who often eontinnied to fire puns, as minute 
guns, all through the eyening. But the more unpretending 
this record is, the more appropriate it becomes by that very 
fact to the memory of him who, amongst all authors, was 
the humblest and least pretending. We have often thought 
that the famous epitaph written for his own grave by Piron, 
the cynical author of La MUromanie^ might have come 
from Lamb, were it not for one objection ; Lamb's benign 
heart would have recoiled from a sarcasm, however effec- 
tive, inscribed upon a grave-stone j or from a jest, however 
playfdl, that tended to a vindictive sneer amongst his own 
farewell words. We once translated this Piron epitaph into 
a kind of rambling Drayton couplet ; and the only point 
needing explanation is, that, from the accident of scientific 
men, Fellows of the Royal Society being usually veiy 
solemn men, with an extra chance, therefore, for being, or 
for seeming, dull men in conversation, naturally it arose that 
some wit among our great-grandfathers translated F. B. S. 
into a short-hand expression for a Fellow Remarkably 
Stupid ; to which version of the three letters our English 
epitaph alludes. The French original of Piron is this : — 

*' Ci git Kron ; qui ne fut rien ; 
Pas memo academicien.^ 

The bitter arrow of the second line was feathered to hit the 
French Acad^ie, who had declined to elect him a member. 
The English version is this : — 

" Here lies Piron ; who was — ^nothing; or, if HuU could be, was 
less: 
How! — ^nothing? Yes, nothing; not so much as F. R. S." 
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But now to our friend's memorandum : — 

October 6, 1848. 

Mt deab X. — ^You ask me for some memorial, however 
trivial, of any dinner party, supper party, water party, no 
matter what, that I can circumstantially recall to recol- 
lection, by any features whatever, puns or repartees, wis- 
dom or wit, connecting it with Charles Lamb. I grieve to 
say that my meetings of any sort with Lamb were few, 
though spread through a score of years. That sounds odd 
for one that loved Lamb so entirely, and so much venerated 
his character. But the reason was, that I so seldom visited 
London, and Lamb so seldom quitted it Somewhere about 
1810 and 1812 I must have met Lamb repeatedly at the 
Cawrier Ofice in the Strand ; that is, at Coleridge's, to 
whom, as an intimate friend, Mr. Daniel Stewart (a pro- 
prietor of the paper) gave up for a time the use of some 
rooms in the office. Thither, in the London season (May 
especially and June), resorted Lamb, Crodwin, Sir H. Davy, 
and, once or twice, Wordsworth, who visited Sir (Jeorge 
Beaumont's Leicestershire residence of Coleorton early in 
the spring, and then travelled up to Grosvenor Square with 
Sir George and Lady Beaumont ; << spectatum veniem, veniens 
tpectetur ut ipse." 

But in these miscellaneous gatherings, Lamb said little, 
except when an opening arose for a pun. And how 
effectual that sort of small shot was from him, 1 need not 
say to anybody who remembers his infirmity of stammering, 
and his dexterous management of it for purposes of light 
and shade. He was often able to train the roll of stammers 
into settling upon the words immediately preceding the 
effective one ; by which means the key-note of the jest or 
- Hurcasra, benefiting by the sudden liberation of his emb&^ 
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gued Yoioe, was delivered with the force of a piatol shot 
That stammer was worth aa amiuity to him as aa ally of 
his witi Firing under cover of that advantage, he did 
triple execution ; for, in the first place, the distxessmg 
sympathy of the hearers with kia distress of utterance won 
for him unavoidably the silence of deep attention ; and 
then, whilst he had us all hoaxed into this attitude of 
mute suspense by an appearance of distress that he perhaps 
did not really feel, down came a plunging shot into the veiy 
thick of us, with ten times the effect it would else have 
had. If his stammering, however, often did him true 
'(yeoman's service," sometimes it led him into scrapes. 
Coleridge told me of a ludicrous embarrassment which it 
caused him at Hastings. Lamb had been medically ad- 
vised to a course of sea-bathing ; and, accordingly, at the 
door of his bathing-machine, whilst he stood shivering 
with cold, two stout fellows laid hold of him, one at each 
shoulder, like heraklie supporters ; they waited for the 
word of conmiand from their principal, who b^gan the 
foUowing oration to them : *^ Hear me, men ! Take notice of 
this — ^I am to be dipped. But — ^*' What more he would 
have said is unknown to land or sea : for having reached 
the word dipped, he commenced such a rolling fire of Di — 
di — di — di, that when at length he descended iJkplomb 
upon the full word dipped, the two men, tired of the long 
suspense, became satisfied that they reached what lawyers 
call the '< operative clause " of the sentence ; and both ex- 
claiming, " Oh yes, sir, we're quite aware of ikaty^ down 
they plunged him into the sea. On emerging, Lamb 
sobbed so much from the cold, that he found no voice 
suitable to his indignation ; firom necessity he seemed 
tranquil ; and again addressing the men, who stood re- 
spectfully listening, he beigan thus : ^ Men ! is it possibk 
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to obtain your attention 1" " Oh, surely, sir, by all 
means." '^ Then listen : onoe more I tell you, I am to be 
di — di — di — ^' and then, with a burst of indignation, 
"dipped, I teU you." "Oh, decidedly, sir," rejoined 
the men, " decidedly," and down the stammerer went 
for the second time. Petrified with cold and wrath, 
for a third time Lamb made a feeble attempt at explana- 
tion — " Grant me pa — ^pa — ^patience ; is it mum — ^um — 
murder you me — me — ^mean ? Again and a — ga— ga — 
gain, I tell you, I am to be di — di — di — dipped," now 
speaking furiously, with the voice of an iiyurckl man. 
" Oh, yes, sir," the men replied, " we know that, we fully 
understood it," and for the third time down went Lamb 
into the sea. " limbs of Satan !" he said, on coming 
up for the third time ; " it*s now too late ; I tell you that 
I am — ^no that I tjoas — ^by medical direction — ^to be di— ^ 
di— di — dipped only (mce,^^ 

Since the rencontres with Lamb at Coleridge's, I had 
met him once or twice at literary dinner-parties. One of 
these occurred at the house of Messrs. Taylor and Hessey, 
the publishers. I myself was suffering too much from 
illness at the time to take any pleasure in what passed, or 
to notice it with any vigilance of attention. Lamb, I re- 
member, as usual, was full of gaiety ; and as usual he 
rose too rapidly to the zenith of his gaiety ; for he shot 
upwards like a rocket, and, as usual, people said he was 
" tipsy." To me. Lamb never seemed intoxicated, but at 
most joyously elevated. He never talked nonsense, which 
is a great point gained : nor polemically, which is a greater; 
for it is a dreadful thing to find a drunken man bent upon 
converting one*s-self ; nor sentimentally, which is greatest 
of alL Ton can stand a man's fraternizing with yoti ; or, 
if he swears an eternal friendship, only once in on hoiU| 
€1 — ^vm. 
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!oa do not think q£ calling the police ; but once In eveiy 
fiiToe minutes is too much. Lamb did none of these 
things ; he was always rational, quiet, and gentlemanly in 
his habits. Nothing memorable, I am sure, passed upon 
this occasion, which was in November of 1821 j and yet 
the dinner was memorable by means of one fact not dis> 
ooTered until some years later. Amongst the company, all 
literary men, sat a murderer, such he proved to be upon 
later discoveries, but even then looking prospectively to- 
wards that object, and a murderer of a freezing dass ; 
cool, calculating, wholesale in his operations, and moving 
all along under the advantages of unsuspecting confidence 
and domestic opportunities. This was Mr. Wainwright, 
who was subsequently brought to trial, but not for any of 
his murders, and transported for life. The stoiy has been 
told both by Judge Talfoord, and previously by Sir 
Edward B. Lytton. Both have been much blamed for the 
hse made of tMs extraordinary ease ; but I know not why. 
In itself it is a most remarkable case ; for more reasons 
than one. It is remarkable for the appalling revelation 
which it makes of power spread through the hands of 
people not liable to suspicion, for purposes the most dread- 
fid. It is remarkable also by the contrast which existed in 
this case between the murderer's dandy appearance, and the 
terrific purposes with which he was always dallying. He 
was a contributor to a journal in which I also had written 
several papers. This formed a shadowy link between us ; 
and, ill as I was, I looked more attentively at him than at 
anybody else. Tet there were several men of wit and 
genius present, amongst whom Lamb (as I have said) and 
Thomas Hood, Hamilton Reynolds and Allan Cunningham. 
Bat them 1 already knew, whereas Mr. W. I now saw for 
the first time and the last What interested me about 



was thi% the ^peiB which had been pointed out tc 
me as his (signed Jamu Weathercock or else Virikboomi), 
were written in a spirit of coxcombiy that did not so much 
disgust as amuse. The writer could not conceal the osten* 
tatious pleasure which he took in the lu3curious fittings-up 
of his rooms, in the fancied splendour of his hijoutene^ &c 
Tet it was easy for a man of any experience to read two 
&cts in all this idle Ualage ; one being, that his fineiy 
was but of a second-rate order ; the other, that he was a 
fKirvenUy not at home even amongst his second-rate 
splendour. So &r there was nothing to distinguish Mn 
W.'s papers from the papers of other triflers. But in 
this point there twu, Yiz., that in his judgments upon the 
great Italian masters of painting, Da Yind, Titian, ^o, 
there seemed a tone of sincerity and of natiye sensibilifyt 
as in one who spoke for himself, and was not merely a 
copier from books. This it was that interested me; as 
also his reviews of the chief Italian engravers, Morghen, 
Yolpato, &C. ; not for the manner, which overflowed with 
levities and impertinence, but for the substance of his 
judgments in those cases where I happened to have had an 
opportunity of judging for myself. Here arose also a claim 
upon Lamb's attention : for Lamb and his sister having no 
sensibility for music, had the. deepest for painting. Ac- 
cordingly Lamb paid him a great deal of attention, and 
continued to speak of him for years with an interest that 
seemed disproportioned to his pretensions. This might 
be owing in part to an indirect compliment to Miss Lamb 
in one of W.'s papers ; else his appearance would rather 
have repelled Lamb ; it was commonplace, and better 
suited to express the dandyism which overspread the surface 
of his manner, than the unafifected sensibility which appa- 
rently lay in his nature. Dandy or not^ however, thip 
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man, an account of the schism in his papery so mncli 
amiable puppyism on one side, so much deep feeling on thei 
other (feeling, applied to some of the grandest objects that 
earth has to show), did really move a trifle of interest in 
me, on a day when I hated the face of man and woman. 
Tet again, if I had known this man for the murderer that 
even then he was, what sudden loss of interest, what sudden 
growth of another interest, would have changed the face of 
the scene ! Trivial creature, that didst carry thy dreadful 
eye kindling with perpetual treasons ! — dreadful creature, 
that didst carry thy trivial eye, mantling with eternal 
levity, over the sleeping surfaces of confiding household 
life,-— oh, wnat a revolution for man wouldst thou have 
founded, had thy deep wickedness prospered 1 What vhh 
that wickedness) Here is its outUne; but his murders 
were more than were ever made known judicially. 

At this time (October 1848*) the whole British island 
is appalled by a new chapter in the history of poisoning. 
Locusta in ancient Rome, Madame Brinvilliers in Paris, 
were people of original genius : not in any new artifice of 
toxicology ; but in profiting by domestic openings for murder, 
unsuspected through their veiy atrocity. Such an opening 
was made some years ago by those who saw the possibility 
of founding purses for parents upon the murder of their chil- 
dren. This was done upon a larger scale than had been 
suspected, and upon a plausible pretence. To buiy a corpse 
is costly ; but of a hundred children, only a few, in the 
ordinaiy course of mortality, will die within a given tima 
Five shillings a piece will produce £25 annually, and that 

* This was written ten years ago ; and doubtless I had gronnd 
sufficient for what I then said. At present, howoTer. I haTe entirely 
forgotten the particular case alluded to, unless (as I rather believe) 
It was a case of infant funenJswith a view to the Insiinuice-money.- 
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will hxxry a considerable number. On this principle arose 
Infant Burial Societies. For a few shillings annually, a 
parent could secure a funeral for every child. If the 
child died, a few guineas feU due to the parent, and the 
funeral was accomplished without cost of his. But on this 
arose the suggestion — ^Why not execute an insurance of this 
nature twenty times over ? One single insurance pays for 
the funeral — ^the other nineteen are so much dear gain, a 
lucro ponatuTy for the parents. Tes ;' but on the supposi- 
tion that the child dies 1 twenty are no better than ont;, 
unlesa they are gathered into the gamer. Now, if the 
child died naturally, all was right ; but how, if the child 
did not die ? Why, clearly this, — ^the child that can die, 
and won't die, may be made to die. There are many ways 
of doing that ; and it is shocking to know, that, according 
to recent discoveries, poison is comparatively a very merciful 
mode of murder. Six years ago a dreadful commimication 
was made to the public by a medical man, viz., that three 
thousand children were annually burned to death under 
circumstances showing too clearly that they had been left 
by their mothers with the means and the temptations to 
4Bet themselves on fire in her absence. But more shocking, 
because more lingering, are the deaths by artificial appli- 
ances of wet, cold, hunger, bad diet, and disturbed sleep, to 
the frail constitutions of children. By that machinery it 
is, and not by poison, that the majority qualify themselves 
for claiming the funeral allowances. Here, however, there 
occur to any man, on reflection, two eventual restraints on 
the extension of this domestic curse. : — 1st, As there is no 
pretext for wanting more than one funeral on account of 
one child, any insurances beyond one are in themselves a 
ground of suspicioiL Now, if any plan were devised for 
securing the publication of such insigranceS| the suspicions 
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would tmyd as fast as the groands for tiiem* Sdly, It 
O0CCII8, that eventually the evil checks itself since a society 
established on the ordinaiy rates of mortality would be 
ruined when a murderous stimulation was applied to that 
rate too extensiyely. Still it is certain that, for a season, 
this atrocity Aow prospered in manufacturing districts for 
some years, and more recently, as judicial investigations 
have shown, in one agricultural district of Essex. Kow, 
Mr. W.*s scheme of murder was, in its outline, the veiy 
same, but not applied to the narrow purpose of ob- 
taining burials from a public fund. He persuaded, for 
instance, two beautiful young ladies, visitors in his family, 
and nearly related to his wife, to insure their lives for a 
short period of two years. This insurance was repeated in 
several different offices, until a sum of £18,000 had been 
secured in the event of their deaths within the two years* 
Mr. W. took care that they should die, and veiy sud- 
denly, within that period. I never saw either of the young 
women myself ; but I have been assured that one of them 
at least was memorably distinguished by her personal 
attractions. In the middle of the day which Mr. Wain- 
Wright had fixed for their murder, he framed a pretence for 
drawing his wife out of doors upon a very long walk. 
His fear was that the might have penetration enough to 
notice and report the agonizing spasms caused by the poison, 
whereas two young servant girls, totally inexperienced, were 
easily persuaded to believe it a case of cholera. On return- 
ing, after a three hours' walk, Mr. and Mrs. W, found the 
two young ladies dead. Having previously secured from 
his victims an assignment to himself of their daim, he 
endeavoured to make this assignment available. But the 
offices, which had vainly endeavoured to extract from 
Ihe young ladies any satisfactaiy aeooont of the reasoni 



for this limited insurance, bad their suspicions at last 
strongly roused. One office had recently experienced a 
case of the same nature, in which also the young lady 
had been poisoned by the man in whose behalf she had 
effected the insurance ; all the offices declined to pay ; 
actions at law arose ; in the course of the investigatioD 
which followed, Mr. W.'s • character was fully exposed. 
Finally, in the midst of the embarrassments which ensued, 
he committed forgeiy, and was transported. 

From this Mr. W., some few days afterwards, I received 
an invitation to a dinner party, expressed in terms that were 
obligingly earnest He mentioned the names of his prin- 
cipal guests, and amongst them rested most upon those of 
Lamb and Sir David Wilkie. From an accident I waa 
unable to attend, and greatly regretted it. Sir David one 
might rarely happen to see, except at a crowded party. 
But as regarded Lamb, I was sure to see him or to hear of 
him again in some way or other wklun a short time. This 
opportunity, in fact, offered itself within a month through 
the kindness of the Lambs themselves. They had heard of 
my being in solitary lodgings, and insisted on my coming 
to dine with them, which more than once I did in the 
winter of 1821-22. 

The mere reception by the Lambs was so full of good- 
ness and hospitable feeling, that it kindled animation in the 
most cheerless or torpid of invalids. I cannot imagine that 
any memorabilia occurred during the visit ; but I will use 
the time that would else be lost upon the settling of that 
point) in putting down any triviality that occurs to my 
recollection. 

' There were no strangers ; Charles Lamb, his sister, and 
myself made up the party. Even this was done in kind- 
They knew that I should have been cpprbeaed by 
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an effort each as mtifit be made in the sodeiy of strangeTS ; 

and they placed me by their own fireside^ where I could 

say as much or as little as I pleased. 

We dined about five o'clock, and it was <me of the hos- 

pitalities inevitable to the Lambs, that any game which 

they might receive from rural friends in the course of the 

week, was reserved for the day of a friend's dining with 

them. 

In regard to wine^ Lamb and myself had the same habit 

— ^perhaps it rose to the dignity of a principle — viz., to 
take a great deal during dinner — none after it Conse- 
quently, as Miss Lamb (who drank only water) retired almost 
with the dinner itself nothing remained for men of our 
principles, the rigour of which we had illustrated by taking 
rather too much of old port before the cloth was drawn> 
.except talking; amoebaean colloquy, or, in Dr. Johnson's 
phrase, a dialogue of " brisk reciprocation. * But this was 
impossible; over Lamb, at this period of his life, there 
passed regularly, after taking wine, a brief eclipse of sleep. 
It descended upon him as softly as a shadow. In a gross 
person, laden with superfluous flesh, and sleeping heavily, 
this would have been disagreeable ; but in Lamb, thin even 
to meagreness, spare and wiry as an Arab of the desert, or 
as Thomas Aquinas, wasted by scholastic vigils, the affec- 
tion of sleep seemed rather a network of aerial gossamer 
than of earthly cobweb — ^more like a golden haze falling 
iipon him gently from the heavens than a doud exhaling 
apwards from the flesh. Motionless in his chair as a bust, 
breathing so gently as scarcely to seem certainly alive, he 
presented the image of repose midway between life and 
death, like the repose of sculpture ; and to one who knew 
his histoiy, a repose affectingly contrasting with the cal&- 
iiiiti(jB and internal storms of his life. I have heard more 



CHABLBS ULMB. 153 

persons iiian I can now distinctly recall, observe of Lamb 
when sleeping, that his countenance in that state assumed 
an expression almost seraphic, from its intellectual beauty 
of outline, its child-like simplicity, and its benignity. It 
could not be called a transfiguration that sleep had worked 
in his face ; for the features wore essentially the same expres- 
sion when waking ; but sleep spiritualized that expression, 
exalted it, and also harmonized it. Much of the change 
lay in that last process. The eyes it was that disturbed 
the unity of effect in Lamb's waking face. They gave a 
restlessness to the character of his intellect, shifting, like 
northern lights, through every mode of combination with 
fantastic playfulness, and sometimes by fiery gleams obli- 
terating for the moment that pure light of benignity which 
was the predominant reading on his features. Some people 
have supposed that Lamb had Jewish blood in his veins, 
•which seemed to account for his gleaming eyes. It might 
be so ; but this notion found little countenance in Lamb's 
own way of treating the gloomy mediaeval traditions pro- 
pagated throughout Europe about the Jews, and their secret 
enmity to Christian races. Lamb, indeed, might not be 
more serious than Shaki5^)eare is supposed to have been in 
his Shylock ; yet he spoke at times as from a station of 
wilful bigotry, and seemed (whether laughingly or not) to 
sympathize with the barbarous Christian superstitions upon 
the pretended bloody practices of the Jews, and of the early 
Jewish physicians. Being himself a Lincoln man, he treated 
Sir Hugh* of Lmcoln, the young child that suffered death 
by secret assassination in the Jewisli quarter rather than 
suppress his daily anthems to the Virgin, as a true histo- 



* The story wfiich fiirnisbes a basis to the fine ballad in Percy *i 
Seliques, and to the Canterbmy Tale of CLaacer's Lady Abbeia« 
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tical personage on the rolls of martyrdom ; careless that 
tliis fable, like that of the apprentice murdered out of 
jealousy l^ his master, the architect, had destroyed its own 
anthoiity lyy ubiquitous difl^on. All over Europe the same 
legend of the murdered apprentice and the martyred child 
reappears under different names — so that in effect the yeii- 
fication of the tale is none at ail, because it is unanimous ; 
is too narrow, because it is too impossibly broad. Lamb^ 
howeyer, though it was often hard to say whether he were 
not secretly laughing, swore to the truth of all these old 
£Ethles, and treated the liberalitifis of the present generation 
on such points as mere fantastic and effeminate affectations^ 
which, no doubt, they often are as regards the sincerity of 
those who profess them. The bigotry, which it pleased his 
&ncy to assume, he used like a sword against the Jew, as 
the official weapon of the Christian, upon the same principle 
that a Capulet would have drawn upon a Montague, with* 
out concdving it any duty of his to rip up the grounds of 
so ancient a quarrel ; it was a feud handed down to him 
by his ancestors, and it was their business to see that 
originally it had been an honest feud. I cannot yet 
belieye that Lamb, if seriously aware of any family inter- 
connexion with Jewish blood, would, even in jest^ have 
held that onesided language. More probable it is^ tliat 
the fiery eye r eeor d ed not any alliance with Jewish blood, 
but that disastrous alliance with insanity which tainted his 
own life, and laid desolate his sister s. 

The mercurialities of Lamb were infinite, and always 
uttered in a spirit of absolute recklessness for the quality 
or the prosperity of the sally. It seemed to liberate his 
spirits from some burthen of blackest melancholy which 
oppressed it, when he had thrown off a jest : he would not 
•top one instant to improye it ; nor did he. care the yalcto 
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jf a straw whether it were good enough to be remembered, 
or 80 mediocre as to extort high moral indignation from a 
collector who refused to receive into his collection of jests 
and puns any that were not felicitously good or revoltingly 
bad. 

After tea, Lamb read to me a number of beautiful com- 
positions, which he had himself taken the trouble to copy 
out into a blank paper folio from unsuccessful authors. 
Neglected people in every class won the sympathy of Lamb. 
One of the poems^ I remember, was a very beautiful sonnet 
from a volume recently published by Lord Thurlow — 
which, and Lamb's just remarks upon which, I could almost 
repeat verbatim at this moment, nearly twenty-seven years 
later, if your limits would allow me. But these, you tell 
me, allow of no such thing ; at the utmost they allow only 
twelve lines more. Now all the world knows that the 
sonnet itself would require fourteen lines ; but take fourteen 
fh)m twelve and there remains very little, I fear ; besides 
which, I am afraid two of my twelve are already exhausted. 
l%is forces me to interrupt my account of Lamb's reading, 
tyy reportmg tiw veiy accident that did interrupt it in fact ; 
since that no less charactenBtieally expressed Lamb's pecu- 
liar spirit of kindness (always quickening itself towards the 
ill-used or the down-trodden) than it had previously ex* 
pressed itself in his choice of obscure readings. Two ladies 
came in, one of whom at least had sunk in the scale of 
worldly consideration. They were ladies who would not 
have found much recreation in literary discussions ; elderly, 
and habitually depressed. On their account, Lamb pro- 
posed whist, and in that kind effort to amuse thern^ which 
naturally drew forth some momentary gaieties from himself 
but not of a kind to impress themselves on the reoollectioBi 
Uie evening terminated 
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Of Lamb*8 writings, some were confessedly MLmes, and 
tome were so memorably beautiful as to be uniques in their 
class. The character of Lamb it is^ and the life-struggle of 
Lamb, that must fix the attention of many, even amongst 
those wanting in sensibility to his intellectual merits. This 
character and this struggle, as we ha7e already observed, 
impress many traces of themselyes upon Lamb's writings. 
Even in that view, thei'efore, they have a ministerial value; 
but separately, for themselves, they have an independent 
value of the highest order. Upon this point we gladly 
adopt the eloquent words of Sergeant Talfourd : — 

<< The sweetness of Lamb*s character, breathed through 
his writings, was felt even by strangers ; but its heroic 
aspect was unguessed even by many of his fiiends. Let 
them now consider it, and ask if the annals of self-sacrifice 
can show anything in human action and endurance more 
lovely than its self-devotion exhibits ? It was not merely 
that he saw, through the ensanguined cloud of misfortune 
which had fallen upon his family, the unstained excellence 
of his sister, whose madness had caused it ; that he was 
ready to take her to his own home with reverential affec- 
tion, and cherish her through life ; and he gave up, for her 
sake, all meaner and more selfish love, and all the hopes 
which youth blends with the passion which disturbs and 
ennobles it ; not even that he did all this cheerfully, with- 
out pluming himself upon his brotherly nobleness as a 
virtue, or seeking to repay himself (as some uneasy martyrs 
do) by small instalments of long repining ; but that he 
carried the spirit of the hour in which he first knew and 
took his course to his last. So far from thinking that his 
«acrifice of youth and love to his sister gave him a license 
to follow his own caprice at the expense of her feelings, 
even in the lightest matters^ he always wrote and spoke of 
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her as his wiser self, his generous benefactress, of whostf 
protecting care he was scarcely worthy.'* 

It must be remembered also, which the Sergeant does 
not overlook, that Lamb's efforts for the becoming support 
of his sister lasted through a period of forty years. Twelve 
years before his death, the munificence of the India House, 
by granting him a liberal retiring allowance, had placed 
his own support under shelter from accidents of any kind. 
But this died with himself ; and he could not venture to 
suppose that, in the event of his own death, the India 
House would grant to his sister the same allowance as by 
custom is granted to a wife. This, however, they did ; but 
Lamb not venturing to calculate upon such nobility of 
patronage, had implied himself through life to the saving of 
a provision for his sister under any accident to himself. 
And this he did with a persevering prudence, but little 
known in the literary class, amongst a continued tenor of 
generosities, often so princely as to be scarcely known in 
any class. 

Was this man, so memorably good by life-long sacrifice 
of himself, in any profound sense a Christian ? The im- 
pression is, that he was not. We, from private communi- 
cations with him, can undertake to say that, according to 
his knowledge and opportunities for the study of Christian- 
ity, he UKU. . What has ii^jured Lamb on this point is, that 
his early opinions (which, however, from the first were 
united with the deepest piety) are read by the inattentive, 
as if they had been the opinions of his mature days ; 
secondly, that he had few religious persons^ amongst his 
friends, which made him reserved in the expression of his 
own views; thirdly, that in any case where he altered 
opinions for the better, the credit of the improvement is 
assigned to Coleridge. Lamb^ for example^ beginning life 
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»B a Unitariaxi, in not many yean t)6came a Tritiitamik 
Ooleridge paaaed through the same changes in the same 
order; and here, at least, Lamb is supposed simply to 
have obeyed the influence, confessedly great^ of Ooleridga 
This, on our own knowledge of Lamb's views, we pro- 
nounce to be an error. And the following extracts 
from Lamb's letters will show, not only that he was 
religiously disposed on impulses self-derived, but that, 
so &r from obeying the bias of Coleridge^ he ventured, 
on this one suly'ect, firmly as regarded the matter, though 
humbly as regarded the manner, affectionately to reprove 
Ooleridge. 

Li a letter to Coleridge, written in 1797, the year after 
his sister's first attack of lunacy, he says : — *^ Coleridge, I 
have not one truly elevated character among my acquaint- 
ance ; not one Christian ; not one but undervalues Chris- 
tianity. Singly, what am I to do ? Wesley — [have you 
read his life ?] — ^was not he an elevated character 1 Wesley 
has said religion was not a solitary thing. Alas I it is 
necessarily so with me, or next to solitary. 'Tis true you 
write to me ; but correspondence by letter and pertonal 
intimacy are widely different. Do, do write to me ; and 
do some good to my mind — already how much < warped 
and relaxed' by the world 1" 

In a letter written about three months previously, he 
had not sciiipled to blame Coleridge at some length for 
audacities of religious speculation, which seemed to him at 
war with the simplicities of pure religion. He sayd :-^ 
« Do continue to write to me. I read your letters with 
my sister, and they give us both abundance of delight 
Especially they please us two when you talk in a religious 
strain* Not but we are offended occasionally with a cer- 
tain freedom of expresdon, a oertwn air of mjlrsticisin* 
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tuore oonsonant to the conceits of pagan philosopliy than 
consistent with the humility of genuine piety." 

nien, after some instances of nrhat he blames, he says r 
*— " Be not angiy with me, Coleridge. I wish not to cavil ; 
I know I cannot instruct you ; I only wish to remind you 
of that humility which best becometh the Christian cha- 
racter. Gk)d, in the New Testament, our best guide, is re- 
presented to us in the kind, condescending, amiable, familiar 
light of a parent ; and, in my poor mind, 'tis best for ufl 
BO to consider him as our heavenly Father, and our best 
friend, without indulging too bold conceptions of his char- 
acter." 

About a month later, he says : — << Few but laugh at me 
for reading my Testament. They talk a language I imder- 
stand not ; I conceal sentiments that would be a puzzle to 
thernJ** 

We see by this last quotation v^re it was that Lamb 
originally sought for consolation. We personally can vouch 
that, at a maturer period, when he was approaching his 
fiftieth year, no change had affected his opinions upon that 
point ; and, on the other hand, that no changes had oc- 
curred in his needs for consolation, we see, alas ! in the 
records of his life. We do not undertake to say, that in 
his knowledge of Christianity he was everywhere profound 
or consistent, but he was always earnest in his aspirations 
after its spiritualities, and had an apprehensive sense of its 
power. 

Charles Lamb is gone ; his life was a continued struggle 
in the service of love the purest, and within a sphere visited 
by little of contemporary applause. Even his intellectual 
displays won but a narrow sympathy at any time, and in 
his earlier period were saluted with positive derision and 
contumely on the few occasions when they were not op* 
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pressed by entire neglect But slowly all things right 
themselyes. All merits which is founded in truth, and is 
strong enough, reaches by sweet exhalations in the end a 
higher sensoiy ; reaches higher organs of discernment, 
lodged in a selecter audience. But the original obtuseness 
or Tulgarity of feeling that thwarted all just estimation of 
Lamb in life, will continue to thwart its popular diffusion. 
There are even some that continue to regard him with the 
old hostility, and the old unmitigated scorn. And we, 
therefore, standing by the side of Lamb's grave, seemed to 
hear, on one side (but in abated tones), strains of the an- 
cient malice — <^ This man, that thought himself to be some- 
body, is dead — ^is buried — ^is forgotten !*' and, on the other 
side, seemed to hear ascending as with the solemnity of a 
saintly requiem — « This man, that thought himself to be 
nobody, is dead — ^is buried ; his life has been seiurched j 
and his memory is hallowed for efw T 
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PHILOSOPHY OP HERODOTUS. 

Few, even amongst literary people, are aware of the tnie 

place occupied, de facto oidejurej by Herodotus in universal 

literature j secondly, scarce here and there a sdiolar up and 

down a century is led to reflect upon the maUiplixMy of hin 

relations to the whole range of civilisation. We endeavour 

in these words to catch, as in a net, the gross prominent 

faiilts of his appreciation ; on which account, first, we say 

pointedly, universal literature, not Grecian — since the pri- 

maiy error is, to regard Herodotus merely in relation to 

the literature of Greece; secondly, on which account we 

notice the circuit, the numerical amount, of his collisions 

with science — ^l)ecause the second and greater error is^ to 

r^;ard him exclosively as an historian. But now, under a 

juster allocation of his rank, as the general father of prose 

composition, Herodotus is nearly related to all literature 

whatsoever, modem not less than ancient; and as the 

father of what may be called ethnographical geography, 83 

a man who speculated most ably on all the humanities of 

science — ^that is, on all the scientific questions which natu- 

jrally interest our human sensibilities in this great temple 

which we look up to, the pavilion of the sky, the sun, the 

moon, the atmosphere, with its climates and its winds ; or 

in this home which we inherit, the earth, with its hills and 

rivers — Herodotus ought least of all to be classed amongst 

lustorians : that is but a secondary title for him; he d»- 
o2 
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fsenrea to be rated as the leader amongst philosophical 
polyhistors, which is the nearest designation to that of en- 
cydopesdist current in the Greek literature. And yet is not 
this word eneydopceditt much lower than his ancient name— 
father of hiatory t Doubtless it is no great distinction at 
present to bQ an encyclopsodist, which is often but another 
name for bookmaker, craftsman, mechanic, journeyman, in 
his meanest degeneration ; yet in those early days, when 
the timid muse of science had scarcely ventured sandal 
deep into waters so unfathomable, it seems to us a great 
thing indeed, that one solitary man should have founded an 
entire encyclopaedia for his countrymen upon those difficult 
problems which chaUenged their primary attention, because 
starting forward from the veiy roof — ^the walls — ^the floor 
V)f that beautiful theatre which they tenanted. The habit* 
able world, 1} oikov/acvi}, was now daily becoming better 
Icnown to the human race; but how) Chiefly throu^ 
'Herodotus. There are amusing evidences extant, of the 
profound ignorance in which nations the most enlightened 
had hitherto lived, as to all lands beyond their own and its 
:firontier adjacencies. * But within the single generation (or 
the single half century) previous to the birth of Herodotus, 
vast changes had taken place. The mere revolutions con- 
sequent upon the foundation of the Persian empire had 
approximated the whole world of civilisation. First came 
the conquest of Egypt by the second of the new emperom 
This event, had it stood alone, was immeasurable in its 
effects fbr meetitig curiosity, and in its immediate excite* 
ment for prompting it. It brought the whole vast chain 
of Persian dependencies, from t^e river Indus eastwards to 
the Nile westwards, or even through Gyrene to the gates oi 
Carthage, under the imity of a single sceptre. The world 
inA open. Jealous interdicts^ inhospitable laws, natiowii 
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of the iQerchaat^ or neatraliEed the exploring instincts of 
the philosophic traveller. Next came the restoration of the 
Jewish people. Judea^ no longer weeping by the Enphrato% 
.was again sitting for another half millennium of divine 
probation under her ancient palm-tree. Next after that 
came the oonvuhdons of Greece, earthquake upon earth- 
quake; the trampling myriads of Darius, but six years 
before the birth of Herodotus ; the river-draining millions of 
Xerxes in the fifth year of his wandering infiEuicy. Whilst 
tbe swell from this great storm was yet angiy, and hardly 
subsiding (a metaphor used by Herodotus himself, en 
ofSeovToiv 7rpfqyiMLr^v)y whilst the scars of Greece were yet 
raw from the Persian sdmitar, her towns and temples to 
the east of the Corinthian isthmus smouldering ruins yet 
•reeking firom the Persian torch, the young Herodotus had 
wandered forth m a rapture of impassioned curiosity to see^ 
to touch, to measure, all those great objects, whose names 
had been recently so rife m men's mouths. The luxurious 
Sardis, the nation of Babylon, the Nile, that oldest of rivers, 
Memphis, and Thebes the hundred-gated, that were but 
amongst Nile's youngest daughters, with the pyramids in* 
scrutable as the heavens — all these he had visited. As 
£eu: up the Nile as Elephantine he had personally pushed 
his inquiries ; and far beyond thoBty by his obstinate ques- 
tions from all men presumably equal to the answers. Tyre, 
even, he made a separate voyage to explore, Palestine he 
had trodden with Grecian feet ; the mysterious Jerusalem 
he had visited, and had computed her proportions. Fuially, 
as to Greece continental, though not otherwise connected 
with it himself than by the bond of language, and as the 
home of his Ionian ancestors (in which view he often calls, 
\fg the great moral name of JldUiM. r^ons that geogi»- 
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phically belong to AOa and even to Africa), he seems by 
mere casaal notices^ now prompted by an historical incident^ 
now for the purpose of an illustratiye comparison, to have 
known it so ^miliarly, that Pausanias in after ages does not 
describe more minutely the local features to which he had 
dedicated a life, than this extraordinary traveller, for whom 
ibey did but point a period or circumstantiate a parenthesis. 
As a geographer, often as a hydrographer — ^witness his 
soundings thirty miles off the mouths of the Nile — ^Hero- 
dotus was the first great parent of discovery, as between 
nation and nation he was the author of mutual revelation ; 
whatsoever any one nation knew of ite own little ringfence, 
through daily use and experience, or had received by an- 
cestral tradition, thai he published to all other nations. 
He was the first central interpreter, the common dragoman 
' to the general coll^ of civilisation that now belted the 
Mediterranean, holding up, in a language abready laying the 
foundations of universality, one comprehensive mirror, re- 
flecting to them all the separate chorography, habits, 
' institutions, and religious systemcr of each. Nor was it in 
the facts merely that he retraced the portraite of all leading 
states ; whatsoever in these facte was mysterious, for that 
he had a self-originated solution ; whatsoever was perplexing 
by equiponderant counter-assumptions, for that he brought 
a determining impulse to the one side or the other ; what- 
soever seemed contradictory, for that he brought a reconcil- 
ing hypothesis. Were it the annual rise of a river, were it 
the formation of a famous kingdom by alluvial depositions, 
were it the unexpected event of a battle, or the apparently 
capricious migration of a people — ^for all alike Herodotus 
had >such resources of knowledge as took the sting out of 
the marvellous, or such resources of ability as at least 
suggested the plausible. Antiauities or mythology, martiiil 
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iDstitatioiis or paBtoral, the secret motives to a falsehood 
which he ezposes^ or the hidden nature of some tnith which 
he deciphers — all alike lay within the searching dissection 
of this astonishing intellect, the most powerful lens by far 
that has ever been brought to bear upon the mixed objects 
of a Efpeculative traveller. 

To have classed this man as a mere fabling annalist, or 
even if it should be said on better thoughts — ^no, not as a 
fabling annalist, but as a gre&t scenical-historian — ^is so 
monstrous an oversight, so mere a neglect of the propor* 
tions maintained amongst the topics treated by Herodotus, 
that we do not conceive any apology requisite for revising, 
in this place or at this time, the general estimate on a 
subject always interesting. What is eveiybod/s business,, 
the proverb instructs us to view as nobody's by duty; but 
under the same rule it. is anybody's by right ; and what 
belongs to all hours aUke, may, for that reason, belong, 
without blame, to January of the year 1842. Yet, if any 
man, obstinate in demanding for all acts a << sufficient 
. reason " [to speak LeilnMc^'^ demurs to our revision, as 
having no special invitation at this immediate moment, then 
we are happy to teU him that Mr. Hermann Bobrik has 
furnished us with such an invitation, by a recent review of 
Herodotus as a geographer,* and thus furnished even a 
technical plea for calling up the great man before our bar. 

We have already said something towards reconsidering 
the thoughtiess classification of a writer whose works do 
actually, in their migor proportion, not essentially concern 
that subject to which, by their trarulaUd titie, they are 
exclusively referred ; for even that part which is historical, 



* Geographie des Herodot — dargestellt von Hermann Bobrik. 
KMgeberg, 1838. 
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often moves by mere aneodotes or per8onal;8ketoiieii. And 
the uniform object of these is not the history^ but the poli- 
tical oondition of the particular state or province. But we 
now feel disposed to press this rectification a little m(»re 
keenly, by asking^-What.was the reason for this apparently 
wilful error? The reason is palpable: it was the igno- 
rance of irreflectiveness. 

* ■ J i 

L For with respect to the first oversight on the claim of 
Herodotns, as an earliest archetype of composition, so much 
is evident — ^that, if prose were simply the negation of verse, 
were it the fact that prose had no separate laws of its own, 
but that, to be a composer in prose meant only his. privilege 
of being inartificial — his dispensation from the restraints 
of metre — ^then, indeed, it would be a slight nominal honour 
to have been the Father of Prose. But this is ignorance, 
though a pretty common ignorance. To walk well, it is not 
enough that a man abstains from dancing. Walking has 
rules of its own the more difficult to perceive or to practise 
as they are less broadly frtynoMk^. To forbear singing is 
not, therefore, to speak well or to read well : each of which 
offices rests upon a separate art of its own, Numerous 
laws of transition, connexion, preparation, are different for 
a writer in verse and a writer in prose. Each mode of 
composition is a great art; well executed, is the highest 
and most difficult of arts. And we are satisfied that, one 
century before the age of Herodotus, the effort must have 
been greater to wean the feelings from a key of poetic com- 
position to which all minds had long been attuned and 
prepared, than at present it would be for any paragraphist 
in the newspapers to make the inverse revolution by md- 
denly renouncing the modesty of prose for the impassioned 
forms of lyrical poetry. It was a great thing to be the 
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leader of prose composition; great even, as we all can see 
at other times, to be absolutely first in any one subdivision 
of composition : how much more in one whole bisection of 
literature ! And if it is objected that Herodotus was not 
the eldest of prose writers, doubtless, in an absolate sense 
no man was. There must always have been short public 
inscriptions, not admitting of metre, as where numbers, 
quantities, dimensions, were concerned. It is enough that 
ilill feeble tentative explorers of the art had been too meagre 
in matter, too rude in manner, like Fabius Pictor amongst 
the Romans, to captivate the ears of men, and thtLS to 
insure their own propagation. Without annoying the 
reader by the cheap erudition of parading defunct names 
before him, it is certain that Scylax, an author still sur- 
Tiving, was nearly contemporary with Herodotus; and not 
very wide of him by his subject. In hia case it is pro- 
bable that the mere practical benefits of his book to the 
navigators of the Mediterranean in that early period, had 
multiplied his book So as eventually to preserve it. Yet, 
as Major Bennel remarks, ** Greog. Syst. of Herod," p. 610 
•^'* Scylax must be regarded as a seaman or pilot, and the 
JGkuthor of a coasting directory;" as a mechanic artisan, 
ranking with Hamilton Moore or Gunter, not as a great 
liberal artist — an intellectual potentate like Herodotus. 
Such now upon the scale of intellectual claims as was this 
geographical rival by comparison with Herodotus, such 
doubtless were his rivals or predecessors in history, in an- 
tiquities, and in the other provinces which he occupied* 
And, generally, the fragments of these authors, surviving 
in Pagan as well as Christian collections, show that they 
were such. So that, in a high, virtual sense, Herodotus 
was to prose composition what Homer, six hundred years 
earlier, had been to verse. . 
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XL But whence arose the other mistake about Herodotuf . 
—the tBOkcy that his great work was ezdusiYely (or even 
chiefly) a histoiy f It aktiae simply ftom a mistranshitioii, 
which subsists eveiywhere to this day. We remember that 
Kant^ in one of his inisoeUaneous essays, finding a necessity 
for explaining the term ffistorie [why we cannot say, since 
the Germans have the self-grown word Geschichte for that 
idea], deduces it, of course, firom the Greek *I<rropMu This 
brings him to an occasion for defining the teitn. And 
how 1 It is laughable to imagine the anxious reader bend- 
ing his ear to c&U*h the Kantean whisper, and finally 
solemnly hearing that ^loro^na means — ^History. Really, 
Professor Kant, we should almost have guessed as much. 
But such derivations teadi no more than ike ample circuit 
of Bardolph*s definition — ^ aooommodated — ^that whereby 
a man is, or may be thought to be" — what? <^ (ueommch 
dated.** Kant was a masterly Latin scholar ; in fact, a 
fellqw-pupil with the admirable D. Ruhnken, but an indif- 
ferent Grecian. And spite of the old traditional <' Histo- 
riarum libri Novem," which stands upon all Latin title- 
pages of Herodotus, we need scarcely remind a Greek 
scholar, that the verb toropcoi or the noun taropia never 
bears, in this writer, the latter sense of recording and 
memorializing. The substantiye is a word firequentiy em- 
ployed by Herodotus; often in the plural number, and 
uniformly it means inquiries or investiffotians ; so that the 
proper English version of the title-page would be — << Of 
the Researches made by Herodotus, Nine Books." And, in 
reality, that is the veiy meaning, and the secret drift of the 
consecration (running overhead through these nine sections) 
to the nine Muses. Had the work been designed as chiefly 
historical, it would have been placed under the patrons^ 
of the one sole muse presiding over Histoiy. But beca^u^ 
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the veiy Qpemirg sentence telk m that it m mot chMy L»h 
tarical, that it is bo partially, that it reheaFses the acts of 
10^ [ra ,j€V9f^va] together with the monumental structures 
of human labour [ra ^D7a.]~^ar the true sense of which 
word, in this position, see the first sentence in section 
thirty-^fire of EtiJterpey and other things beside [ra re aXAa], 
because, in short, not any limited annals, because the 
mighty revehttion of the world to its scattered inhabitants, 
because — ^ 

" Quicqmd agtuit homines, votum, timor, ira, Toluptas, 
Gaadia, diaouMOSyiiostri mt &migo libelli — '' 

therefore it was that^a running title, or superscription, so 
extenidYe and so aspiring, had at some time been adopted. 
Every muse, and not one only, is presumed to be interested 
in the work ; and, in simple* truth, this legend of dedication 
is but an expansion of variety more impressively conveyed 
of what had been already notified in the inaugural sentence; 
whilst both this sentence and that dedication were designed 
to meet that very misconception which has since, notwith- 
standing, prevailed:* 

These rectifications ought to have some effect in elevating 
— ^first, the rank of Herodotus ; secondly, his present 
attractions. Most certain we are that few readers are 

* But^" HofU) has it prevailed," some will ask, " if an error ? 
flave not great scholars sate upon Herodotas?'* Doabtless, many. 
There is n<«e greater, for instance, merely as a Grecian scholar, than 
Valckenaer. Whence we conclude that inevitably this error has been 
remarked somewhere. And as to the erroneous Latin version still 
keeping its gromid, partly that may be due to the sort of superstition 
which everywhere protects old usages in formal situations like a tiUe- 
page,- partly to the fact that there is no happy Latin word to express 
" Besearches.'* But, however that may be, all the scholars in the 
world cannot gefrid of the evidence involved in the gonend use of 
^e'word Urr^fna ijiwoe^iigatwiii by Herodotus. 
H — ^VHL 
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aware of the variom amusement conveyed from all sonroei 
then existing by this most splendid of travellers. Dr. 
Johnson has expressed in print (and not merely in the 
strife of conversation) the following extravagant idea — 
that to Homer, as its original author, may be traced back, 
at least in outline, every tale or complication of incidents, 
now moving in modem poems, romances, or novels. Now, 
it is not necessary to denounce such an assertion as false, 
because, upon two separate reasons, h shows itself to be 
impossible. In the first place, the motive to such an 
assertion was — to emblazon the inventive faculty of Homer ; 
but it happens that Homer could not invent anything, small 
or great, under the veiy principles of Grecian art. To be 
a fiction, as to matters of action (for in embellishments the 
rule might be otherwise), was to be ridiculous and unmean- 
ing in Grecian eyes. We may illustrate the Grecian feeling 
on this point (however little known to modem readers) by 
our own dolorous disappointment when we opened the 
AlhaTobra of Mr. Washington Irving. We had supposed 
it to be. some real Spanish or Moorish legend connected 
with that grand architectural romance ; and, behold ! it 
was a mere Sadler's Wells travesty (we speak of its plan, 
not of its execution) applied to some slender fragments 
from past days. Such, but far stronger, would have been 
the disappointment to Grecian feelings, in finding any poetic 
(hfortiorij any prose) legend to be a fiction of the writer's 
— ^words cannot measure the reaction of disgust. And 
thence it was that no tragic poet of Athens ever took for 
his theme any tale or fable not aht*dy pre-existing in some 
known version of it, though now and then it might be the 
least popular version. It was capital as an offence of the 
intellect, it was lunatic to do otherwise. This is a most 
important characteristic of andent taste ; and most interest- 
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ing in its philosophic value for any comparative estimate 
of modem art, as against ancient In particular, no just 
commentary can ever be written on the poetics of Aristotle, 
which leaves this out of sight. Secondly, as against Dr. 
Johnson, it is evident that the whole character, the very 
principle of movement, in many modem stories, depends 
upon sentiments derived remotely from Christianity ; and 
others upon usages or manners peculiar to modem civilisa- 
tion ; so as in either case to involve a moral anachronism 
if viewed as Homeric, consequently as Pagan. Not the 
colouring only of the fable, but the very incidents, one and 
all, and the situations, and the perplexities, are constantly 
the product of something characteristically modem in the 
circumstances, — sometimes, for instance, in the climate ; for 
the ancients had no experimental knowledge of severe 
climates. With these double impossibilities before us, of 
any absolute fictions in a Pagan author that could be 
generally fitted to anticipate modem tales, we shall not 
transfer to Herodotus the impracticable compliment paid 
by Dr. Johnson to Homer. But it is certain that the very 
best collection of stories furnished by Pagan funds, lies 
dispersed through his great work. One of the best of the 
Arcibian Nights, the very best as regards the stmcture of 
the plot — ^viz., the tale of Ali Baha and the Forty Thieves 
— ^is evidently derived from an. incident in that remarkable 
Egyptian legend, connected with the treasury-house of 
Rhampsinitus. This, except two of his Persian legends 
(Cyrus and Darius), is the longest tale in Herodotus, and 
by much the best in an artist's sense ; indeed, its own re- 
markable merit, as a fable in which the incidents successivdy 
generate each ether, caused it to be transplanted by the 
Greeks to their own country. Yossius, in his work on the 
Greek historians, and a hundred years later, Yalckenaer, 
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witn many other scholars, hod pointed out the smgulai 
oonformity of this memorable IJgyptian story with several 
that afterwards circulated in Greece. The eldest of these 
transfers was undoubtedly the Boeotian tale (but in days 
before the name Boeotia existed) of Agamedes and Tro- 
phoniusy architects, and sons to the Xing of Orchomenos, 
who built a treasure-house it Hyria (noticed by Homer in 
his ship catalogue), followed by tragical circumstances, the 
very same as those recorded by Herodotus. It is true that 
the fatter incidents, according to the Egyptian version — 
the monstrous device of Rhampsinitus for discovering the 
robber at the price of his daughter's honour, and the final 
reward of the robber for his petty ingenuity (which, after 
all, belonged chiefly to the deceased architect), ruin the tale 
as a whole. But these latter incidents are obviously for- 
genes of another age ; " angescMossen " fastened on by 
fraud, << an den ersten aeUeren theil^ to the first and elder 
part, as Mueller rightly observes, p. 97 of his Orchommos, 
And even here it is pleasing to notice the incredulity of 
Herodotus, Vho was not, like so many of his Christian 
commentators, sceptical upon previous system and by 
wholesale, but equally prone to believe wherever his heart 
(naturally reverential) suggested an interference of superior 
natures, and' ready to doubt wherever his excellent judgment 
detected marks of incoherency. He records the entire 
series of incidents as ra Aeyofieva a/cdj/, reports of events 
Thich had reached him by hearsay, cftoi Sc ov iriaTa-^—" but 
to me," he says pointedly, " not credible." 

In this view, as a thesaurus fdbularum, a great repository 
of anecdotes and legends, tragic or romantic, Herodotus is 
BO far beyond all Pagan competition, that we are thrown 
upon Christian literatures for any corresponding form of 
merit The case haa often been imagined playfully, that's 
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maxL were restricted to one book, aud io that ca^, what 
ought to be his choice ; and, supposing all books so solemn 
as those of a religious interest to be laid out of the ques- 
tion, many are the answers which have been pronounced, 
according to the difference of men's minds. Rousseau, a^ 
is well known, on such an assumption made his election for 
PlutarcL But shall we tell the reader wht/? It was not 
altogether his taste, or his judicious choice, which decided 
hiiA i for choice there can be none amongst elements une:^- 
amined — ^it was his Hmited reading, Eousseau, like Wil- 
liam Wordsworth, had read — at the outside twelve yolumes 
8yo, in his whole lifetime. Except a few papers in the 
French EncydopHie during his maturer years, and some 
dozen of works presented to him by their authors where 
they happened to be his own friends, Rousseau had read 
little (if anything at all) beyond Plutarch's lives in a bad 
French tranalation, and Montaigne. Though not a French- 
man, having had an education (if such one can call it) 
thoroughly French, he had the usual puerile French craze 
about Roman virtue, and republican simplicity, and Oato, 
and <' all that." So that his decision goes for little. And 
even he, had he read Herodotus, would have thought twic^ 
before he made up his mind. The truth i% that in s[uch a 
case, suppose, fo^r example, Robinson Crusoe empowered to 
import one book and no more into his insular hennitage,the 
most powerful of human books must be unavoidably excluded, 
and for the following reason : that in the direct ratio of its 
profundity will be the unity of any fictitious interest ; ^ 
Paradise Lost, or a King ]^ear, coul^ not agitate or possess 
the mind in the degree that they do, if, they w^rq i^t leisure to 
« amuse " na So far from relying pn its uni^, the ifork 
which should aim at the npaaimum pf amusement^ ought to 
lely on the maximum of yoriety. And in that Yiew it is 



1 74 PHILOSOPHT OF HISBODOTUB. 

that we urge the paramoont pretensioDS of Herodotiu : 
since not only are his topics separately of primary interest, 
each for itself, but they are ooUectiyely the most varied in 
the quality of that interest, and they are touched with the 
most flying and least lingering pen ; for, of all writers, 
Herodotus is the most cautious not to trespass on his readers 
patience : his transitions are the most fluent whilst they 
are the most endless, justifying themselves to the under- 
standing as much as they recommend themselves to the 
spirit of hurrying curiosity ; and his narrations or descrip- 
tions are the most animated by the generality of their 
abstractions, whilst they are the most faithfully individual 
by the felicity of their selection amongst circumstances. 

Once, and in a public situation, I myself denominated 
Herodotus the Froissart of antiquity. But I was then 
speaking of him exclusively in his character of historian ; 
and even so, I did him iigustice. Thus far it is true the 
two men agree, that both are less political, or reflecting, or 
moralizing, as historians, than they are scenical and 
splendidly picturesque. But Froissart is little else than an 
annalist. Whereas Herodotus is the counterpart of some 
ideal Pandora, by the universality of his accomplishments. 
He is a traveller of discovery, like Captain Cook or Park. 
He is a naturalist, the earliest that existed. He is a my- 
thologist, and a speculator on the origin, as well as value, of 
religious rites. He is a political economist by instinct of 
genius, before the science of economy had a name or a 
conscious function ; and by two great records, he has put 
us up to the level of all that can excite our curiosity at 
that great era of moving civilisation : — First, as respects 
Persia, by the elaborate review of the various satrapies or 
great lieutenancies of the empire — ^that vast empire which 
had absorbed the Assyrian, Median, Babylonian, Little 
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Syrian, and Elgyptian kingdoms ; registering against eacn 
separate viceroyalty, from Algiers to lidiore beyond the 
Indus, what was the amount of its annual tribute to the 
gorgeous exchequer of Susa ; and secondly, as respects 
Greece, by his review of the numerous little Grecian states, 
and their several contingents in ships, or in soldiers, or in 
both (according as their position happened to be inland or 
maritime), towards the universal armament against the 
second and greatest of the Persian invasions. Two such 
documents, two such archives of political economy, two 
monuments of corresponding value do not exist elsewhere 
in history. IJgypt had now ceased, and we may say that 
(according to the scriptural prophecy) It had ceased for 
ever, to be an independent realm. Persia had now for 
seventy years had her foot upon the neck of this unhappy 
land ; and, in one x^entury beyond the death of Herodotus, 
the two-homed * he-goat of Macedon was destined to butt 
it down into hopeless prostration. But so £Eur as ^gypt, 
from her vast antiquity, or from her great resources, was 
entitled to a more circumstantial notice than any other 
satrapy of the great empire, such a notice she has ; and I 
do not scruple to say, though it may seem a bold word, 
that, from the many scattered features of Egyptian habits 
or usages incidentally indicated by Herodotus, a better 

* " Two4u>med:" — ^in one view, as having no snccessori Alexander 
was called the one-hornedn But it is very singular that all Oriental 
nations, without knowing anything of the scriptural symhols under 
which Alexander is described by Daniel as the strong he-goat who 
butted against the ram of Persia, have always called him the " two- 
homed," with a covert allusion to his European and his Asiatic 
kingdom. And it is equally singular, that unintentionaUy this 
symbol falls in with Alexander's own assumption of a descent from 
Libyan Jupiter-Ammon, to whom the double horns were an indis- 
pensable and characteristio symboL 
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portrait of i^yptun life, and a better abstract of Egyptian 
political eooncMny, might even yet be gathffl^ than firom 
all the writers of Greece for the cities of their notiTe land. 

Bat take him as an ocqiloratoiy tmyeller and as a 
natnralist, who had to break gronnd lor th» earliest en- 
tre&chments in these new functions of knowledge ; it may 
be said without exaggeration, that nwtaiw mutandU^ and 
eoncosM cancedmdisj Herodotus has the separate qualifica- 
tions of the two men "whom we would select by preference 
as the most distinguished amongst Christian trayeller-nata- 
ralists ; he has the uniTcrsality of the Prussian Humboldt ; 
and he has the picturesque fidelity to iiature of the English 
Dampier^— of whom the last was a simple self-educated 
seaman, but strong-minded by nature, austerely accurate 
through his moral reverence for truth, and zealous in pur- 
suit of knowledge, to an excess which raises him to a levd 
with the noble Qreek. Dampier, when in the last stage <^ 
exhaustion from a malignant dysentery, unable to stand 
upright, and surrounded by perils in a land of infidel fansr 
tics, crawled on his hands and feet to verify a question in 
natural' history, under the blazing forenoon of the tropics ; 
and Herodotus having no motive but his own inexhaustible 
thiiat of knowledge, embarked on a separate voyage^ fiwight 
with hardships, towards a chance of clearing mp what 
seemed a difficulty of some importance in dedud^ the reli- 
gious mythology of his country. 

But it is in those characters by which he Is best known 
to the world, viz., as a historian and a geographer — ^that 
Herodotus levies the heaviest tribute on our reverence ; and 
precisely in those characters it is that he now claims the 
amplest atonement, having formerly sustained the grossest 
outrages of insult and slander on the peculiar merita 
attached to each of those charactera Oredidoiis he wai 
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Buppoaed to be^ in a degree ttaBaoendiBg the privilege of 
(Ad g'UTalou3 nurses; hyperbolically extiaragant beyond 
Sir ftolm MftndeyiUe; and lastly, as if he had beea a 
Mendez E^to or a. Munchausen, he was saluted as the 
" fatto of lies."* Now, on tibese calumnies, it is pleasant 
tot koAW that his most fervent admirer no longer feels it re- 
quiidto. to utter one word in the way of complaint or vindi- 
oatioik. Time, has carried him roujad to the diametrical 
count^pole of estimation. Examination and more learned 
study have justified every iota of those statements to which 
he pledged hU own private avihorityi His chronology is 
better to this day than any single system opposed to it. 
His dimensions and distances are so far superior to those 
of later travellers, whose hands were strengthened by all 
the powers of military command and regal autocracy, that 
Migor Bennell, upon a deliberate retrospect of his works, 
preferred his authority to that of those who came after him 
as conquerors and rulers of the kingdoms which he had do- 
scribed as a simple traveller ; nay, to the later authority of 
those who had conquered those conquerors. It is gratify- 
ing that a judge, so just and thoughtful as the Mi^or, 
should declare the reports of Alexander's officers on the 
distances and stations in the Asiatic part of his empire, less 
trustworthy by much than the reports of Herodotus : yet, 
who was more liberally devoted to science than Alexander ? 
or what were the humble powers oi the foot traveller in 
comparison with those of the mighty earth-shaker, far 
whom prophecy had been on the watch for centuries 1 It 
is gratifying, that a judge like the M%jor should find the 



* Viz- (as I believe), by Vicesimns Knox — ^a writer now entirely 
forgotten. *' Father cf History yon cull him ? Much rathei tlia 
Father qf Lies." 
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tame advantage on the side of Herodotus^ aa to the 
tanoes in the Eigyptian and Libyan part of this empire, on 
a compariBon with the moat accomplished of Romans, Pliny, 
Strabo, Ptolemy (for all are Romans who benefited by any 
Roman machineiy), coming five and six centuries later, I, 
for my part, hold the accuracy of Herodotus to be all but 
maryellous, considering the wretched i^paratus which he 
(X)uld then command in the popular measures. The ttadiumy 
it is true, was more accurate, because less equiyocal in those 
Grecian days, than afterwards, when it inter-osdllated with 
the Roman ttadium ; but all the multiples of that stadium, 
such as the wihcenw^ the Persian parcLmng^ or the military 
stathmuSf were only less yague than the ooss of Hindostan 
in their ideal standards, and as fluctuating practically as are 
all computed distances at all times and places. The close 
approximaticms of Herodotus to the returns of distances 
upon caravan routes of fire hundred miles by the most 
vigilant of modem travellers, checked by the caravan con- 
trollers, is a bitter retort upon his calumniators. And, as 
to the consummation of the insults ogainst him in the 
charge of wilful falsehood, I explain it out of hasty read- 
ing and slight acquaintance with Greek. The sensibility 
of Herodotus to his own fiiture character in this respect, 
imder a deep consciousness of his upright forbearance on 
the one side, and of the extreme liability on the other side to 
uncharitable construction for any man moving amongst Egyp- 
tian thaumaturgical traditions, comes forward continually 
in his anxious distinctions between what he gives on his own 
ocular experience (o^&s) — ^what upon his own inquiries, or 
combination of inquiries with previous knowledge (laropiri) 
— ^what upon hearsay (cucoij) — what upon current tradition 
(Xoyos). And the evidences are multiplied over and above 
tliese distinctions, of the irritation which besieged his mind 



l^HILOSOPHY OP HERODOTUS. 1 79 

as to the future wrongs he might sustain from the careless 
and the unprinciplecL Had truth been less precious in his 
eyes, was it tolerable to be supposed a liar for so vulgar an 
object as that of creating a stare by wonder-making ? The 
high-minded Grecian, justly proud of his superb intellec- 
tual resources for taking captive the imaginations of his half- 
polished countrymen, disdcdned such base artifices, which 
belong more properly to an eflfeminate and over-stimulated 
stage of civilisation. And, once for all, he had announced 
at an early point as the principle of his work, as what ran 
along the whole line of his statements by way of basis or 
subsumption (vapa Travra tov Xoyov wroKCirat) — ^that he 
wrote upon the faith of hearsay from the Egyptians seve- 
rally : meaning by ^* severally " (iKaorrwv) — that he did not 
adopt any chance hearsay, but such as was guaranteed by 
the men who presided over each several department of 
Egyptian official or ceremonial life. 

Having thus said something towards revindicating for 
Herodotus his proper station — ^first, as a power in litera- 
ture ; next, as a geographer, economist, mythologist, anti- 
quary, historian — ^I shall draw the reader's attention to the 
remarkable " set of the current" towards that very con- 
summation and result of justice amongst the learned within 
the last two generations. There is no similar case extant 
of truth slowly righting itself. Seventy years ago, the 
reputation of Herodotus for veracity was at the lowest ebb. 
That prejudice still survives popularly. But amongst the 
learned it has gradually given way to better scholarship, 
and to two generations of travellers, starting with far supe- 
rior preparation for their <iLfficult labours. Accordingly, at 
this day, each successive commentator, better able to read 
Greek, and better provided with solutions for the inevitable 
errors of a reporter^ drawing upon others for his facts, wich 
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only an occaaonal intexpodtion of bk own opiiuon, oomes 
with increasing reverence to His author. The laudcUor temr 
paru acti takes for granted in his aweeping. ignorance, that 
we of the present generation are less learned than our im- 
mediate predecessors. It happens^ that all over Eorqie the 
course of lemming has been precisely in the inverse dire& 
tion. Poor was the condition of Greek learning in Eng- 
land, when Dr. Cooke (one of the five wretched old boys 
who operated upon Gray's EUgy in thq character of Greek 
translators) presided at Cambridge as their Greek professor. 
See, pr rather touch with the tongs, his edition^ of Aris- 
totle's Podia. Equally poor was its condition in Ger- 
many ; for, if one swallow could make a summer, we had 
that in England. Poorer by far W4s its condition (as gener^ 
ally it is) in France, where a great Don in Greek letters, 
an Abb^ who passed for unfathomably learned, having occa- 
sion to translate a Greek sentence, saying that << Herodotui^ 
even whilst loniciziog (using the Ionic dialect), had yet 
spelt a particular name with the alpha and not with the 
eta^^ rendered the passage '^Herodote et aussi Jazon." 
The Greek words were these three-r-'H/Bo^oros k^& ia^o>v 
— r-i.^., Herodotus even whilst loaicizmg. He had never 
heard that icai means even almost as often as it means 
and : thus he introduced to the world a fine new author, 
one Jazon, Esquire; and the squire holds his place 
in the learned Abb^s book to this day. Good Greek 

* Which edition the arrogant Mathias in his Purstdta of Litera- 
ture (by far the most popular of books from 1797 to 1802) highly 
praised ; though otherwise amusing himself with the folly of the 
other grey-headed men contending foe a achool-boy's piizQ. It vw 
the loss of dignity, however, in the reverend translator, not their 
worthless Greek, which he saw cause to ridicule ; for Mathias, though 
reading ordinary Greek with facility, and citing it with a needless 
and a pedantic profusion, was not in any ezquiaite sense a Grecian . 
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flcholars are now in the proportion of perhaps sixty to onb 
hy compariBon with the penultimate generation : land this 
proportion holds equally for Germany and for England. So 
that the restoration of Herodotus to his place in literature, 
his Palingenesia^ has been no caprice, but is due to the vast 
depositions of knowledge, equal for the last seventy or 
eighty years to the accumulated product of the entire pre- 
vious interval from Herodotus himself down to 17^0, in 
every one of those particular fields which this author was 
led by his situation to cultivate. 

Meantime, the work of cleansing this great tank or de- 
pository of archaeology (the one sole reservoir, so placed in 
j^oint of tune as to collect and draw all the contributions 
from the frontier ground between the mythical and the 
historical period) is still proceeding. Every fresh labourer, 
by new accessions of direct aid, or by new combinations of 
old suggestions, finds himself able to purify the interpreta- 
tion of Herodotus by wider analogies, or to account for his 
-mistakes by more accurately developing the situation of the 
speaker. We a]fio bring our own unborrowed contributions. 
We also would wish to promote this great labour, which, be 
it remembered, concerns no secondary section of human 
progress, searches no blind comers or nooks of history, but 
traverses the very crests and summits of human annals, with' 
a solitary exception for the Hebrew Scriptures, so far as 
opening civilisation is concerned. The commencement — 
the solemn inauguration — of history, is placed no doubt in 
the commencement of the Olympiads, 777 years before 
Christ The doors of the great theatre were then thrown 
open. That is undeniable. Btit the jperforniance did not 
actually commence till 555 b.c. (the locus of Cjrrus). Then 
began the great -tumult of sationn — 'the tettnashccWf to speak 
Bsngalic^, Then began the prbtressioiiy the pomp, the ia- 
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terweaving of the western tribes, not always by bodily 
presence, but by the actio in distans of politics. And tbe 
birth of Herodotus was precisely in the seventy-first year 
from that period. It is the greatest of periods that is con- 
cerned. And we also, as willingly we repeat, would offer 
our contingent Whjit we propose to do is to bring forward 
two or three important suggestions of others not yet popu- 
larly known — ^shaping and pointing, if possible, their ap- 
plication — brightening their justice, or strengthening their 
outlines. And with these we propose to intermingle one or 
two suggestionsi more ezdusiyely our own. 

I. — The Non-Planetary Earih of Herodotus in iU relation 

to the Planetary Sun. 

Mr. Hermann fiobrik is the first torch-bearer to Hero- 
dotus, who has thrown a strong light on his theory of the 
earth's relation to the solar system. This is one of the 
prcecognvtcty literally indispensaUe to the comprehension of 
the geographical basis assumed by Herodotus. And it is 
reaUy interesting to see how one original error had drawn 
after it a train of others — ^how one restoration of light has 
now illuminated a whole hemisphere of objects. We sup- 
pose it the yery next thing to a fatal impossibility, that 
any man should at once rid his mind so profoundly of all 
natural biases from education, or almost firom human in- 
stinct, as barely to suspect the physical theory of Herodotus 
— ^barely to imagine the idea of a divorce occurring in any 
theory between the solar orb and the great phenomena of 
Biunmer and winter. Prejudications, having the force of a 
necessity, had blinded generation after generation of students 
to the very admission in Umine of such a theory as could 
go the length of dethroning the bub himBelf from all infla« 
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eiice over the great vicissitudes of beat and cold. — seed-time 
and harvest — for man. They did not see what actually 
tposf what lay broadly below their eyes, in Herodotus, 
because it seemed too fantastic a dream to suppose that it 
could be. The case is far more common than feeble 
psychologists imagine. Numerous are the instances in 
which we actually see — ^not that which is really there to be 
seen — ^but that which we believe ^ priori ought to be there. 
And in cases so palpable as that of an external sense, it is 
not difficult to set the student on hk guard But in cases 
more intellectual or moral, like several in Herodotus, it is 
difficult for the teacher himself to be effectually vigilant 
It was not anything actually seen by Herodotus which led 
him into denying the solar functions ; it was his own inde- 
pendent {peculation. This suggested to him a plausible 
hypothesis ; plausible it was for that age of the world ; and 
afterwards, on applying it to the actual difficulties of the 
case, this hypothesis seemed so fax good, that it did really 
unlock them. The case stood thus : — Herodotus contem- 
plated Cold not as a mere privation of Heat, but as a positive 
quality ; quite as much entitled to " high consideration," 
in. the language of ambassadors, as its rival heat ; and quite 
as much to a << retiring pension,*' in case of being super* 
annuated. Thus we all know, from Addison's fine raillery, 
that a certain philosopher regarded darkness not at all as 
any result from the absence of lights but fancied that, as 
some heavenly bodies are luminaries, so others (which he 
called tend>rijlc stars) might have the office of " raying out 
positive darkness." In the infancy of science, the idea ia 
natural to the human mind ; and we remember hearing a 
great man of our own times declare, that no sense of con- 
adous power had ever so vividly dilated his mind, nothing 
80 like a revelation, bb when one day in broad sunshinei 



184 pHiLOBornT of HSBODonrs. - 

whilst yet a child, he discovered that his own shadow^ 
which he had often angrily hunted, was no Teal existence^ 
but a mere hindering of the sun's light from filling tip the 
space screened by his own body. The old grndge, 'which he 
cherished against ths coy fugitive shadow, melted awajr in 
the rapture of this great discovery. To him the discovery 
had doubtless been originally half suggteted by explanations 
of his elders imperfectly comprehended. But in itself the 
distinction between the (affirmative and the rie^vve is a step 
X)erhaps the most costly in effort of any that the human 
mind is summoned to take ; and the greatest indulgence is 
due to those early stages of civilisation when this step had 
not been taken. For Herodotus there existed two great 
counter-forces in absolute hostility^-heat and cold; and 
these forces were incarnated in the winds. It was the 
north and north-east wind, not any distance of the sun, 
'which radiated cold and frost ; it was the southern wind 
from Ethiopia, not at all the sun, which radiated heat. 
But could a man so sagacious as Herodotus stand with his 
ample Grecian forehead exposed to the noonday sun, and 
suspect no part of the calorific agency to be seated in the 
sun ? Certainly he could not. But this partial agency is 
no more than what we of this day allow to secondary or 
•tertiary causes apart from the principal We that regard 
the sun as upon the whole our planetary fountain of light, 
yet recognise an electrical aurora, a zodiacal light, &c., as 
substitutes not palpably dependent We that regard the 
sun as upon the whole our fountain of heat, yet recognise 
•many co-operative, laany modifying forces having the same 
office — ^such as the local configuration of ground — such as 
sea neighbourhoods or land neighbourhoods, marshes or 
none, forests or none, strata of soil fitted to retain heat and 
fund it, or to disperse it and eool it Predsely in the same 
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jsray Herodotus di^ allo^ an agency to tb^ sun upon tlio 
daiijn range pf hpat, though he aUowe4 none to the same 
luminaiy in regulating the anntuU range. What caused 
thp spring and aut|imn« the summer and winter (though 
generally in those ages there were but two seasons recog- 
nised), wa^ the ^<;tion of the winds. The diurnal arch of 
heat (as we m^y pall ifc) ascending fron^ sunrise to some 
hour (say two, p.m.), when the sum of the tyo heats (the 
fimded annual heat and the fresh increments of daiij/ heat) 
reaches its maximum, and the descending limb of the same 
arch from this hojur to sun/3et— this he explained entirely 
put of the sun's daili/ revolution, which to him was, of 
course^ no apparent motion, but a real one in the sun. It 
Jb truly amusing to hear the great man's iu&ntine simDlicity 
in describing the effects of the solar journey. The sun 
rises, it seems, in India ;* and these poor Indians, roasted 
by whole nations at breakfast-time, are then up to their 
chins in water, whilst we thankless Westerns are taking 
<< jtea and toast " at our ease. However, it is a long lane 
>vhich has no turning ; and by noon the sun has driven so 
many stages away from India, that the poor creatures begin 
to come out of their rivers, and really find things tolerably 

* Which word India^ it must be remembered, was liable to do 
such equivocation as it is now. India meant simplj the land of tho 
river Indus, t. e., all the territoiy lying eastward df that river down to 
the mouths of the Ganges ; and the Indians meant simply the Hindoos, 
or natives of Hindostan. Whereas, at present, we give a secondary 
sense to the word Indian^ appljnng it to a race of savages in the New 
World, viz., to all the aboriginal natives of the American contiuent» 
and also to the aboriginal natives of all the islands scattered over the 
Pacific Ocean to the west of that continent ; and all the islands in {He 
Gulf of Mexico to the east of it. Standing confusion has thus been 
introduced into the acceptation of the word Indian; a confusion 
eorre8|>onding to that which besieged the ancient use of the term 
Scyiktan, and, in a minor degiec, the term Ethiopian. 
Ii2 
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comfortable. India is now cooled down to a balmy Gredaa 
temperature. '<A11 right behind!" as the mail-coach 
gaards proclaim j but not quite right ahead, when the sun 
is racing away over the boiling brains of the Ethiopians, 
Libyans, &c, and driving Jupiter-Ammon perfectly dis- 
tracted with his furnace. But when things are at the 
worst, the proverb assures us that they will mend. And 
for an early five o'clock dinner, Ethiopia finds that she has 
no great reason to complain. All civilized people are now 
cool and happy for the rest of the day. But, as to the 
woolly-headed rascals on the west coast of Africa, they 
<< catch it" towards sunset, And << no mistake." Yet why 
trouble our heads about inconsiderable black fellows like 
them, who have been cool all day whilst better men were 
melting away by pailfuls t And such is the history of a 
summer's day in ^e heavens above and on the earth 
beneath. As to little Greece, ^e is but skirted by the sun, 
who keeps away far to the south ; thus she is maintained 
in a charming state of equilibrium by her fortunate position 
on the very frontier line of the fierce Boreas and the too 
voluptuous J^otos, 

Meantime one effect follows from this transfer of the 
solar functions to the winds, which has not been remarked, 
— ^viz., that Herodotus has a double north ; one governed 
by the old noisy Boreas, another by the silent constellation 
Arktos. And the consequence of this fluctuating north, as 
might be guessed, is the want of any true north at all ; 
for the two points of the wind and the constellation do not 
coincide, in the first place ; and secondly, the wind does not 
coincide with itself, but naturally traverses through a few 
points right and left Next, the east also will be indetei- 
minate from a separate cause. Had Herodotus lived in a 
high northern latitude, there is no doubt that the ample 
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nuige of difference between the northerly points of rising in 
the sammer and the southerly in winter, would have forced 
his attention upon the fact, that only at the equinox, vernal 
or autumnal, does the sun's rising accurately coincide with 
the east But in his Ionian dimate, the deflections either 
way, to the north or to the south, were too inconsiderable 
\x) force themselves upon the eye j and thus a more indeter- 
minate east would arise — ^never rigorously corrected, because 
requiring so moderate a correction. Now, a vague un- 
settled east, would support a vague unsettled nortL And, 
of course, through whatever arch of variations either of 
these points vibrated, precisely upon that scale the west 
and the south would foUow them. 

Thus arises, upon a simple and easy genesis, that condi- 
tion of the compass (to use the word by anticipation) which 
must have tended to confuse the geographical system of 
Herodotus, and which does, in fact, account for the else 
unaccountable obscurities in some of its leading features. 
These anomalous features would, on their own account, have 
deserved notice j but now, after this explanation, they will 
have a separate value of illustrated proofs in relation to the 
present article, No. I. 

11. — The DoMuhe cf Herodotm considered as a 
courUerpole to the Nile. 

There is nothing more perplexing to some of the many 
commentators on Herodotus than all which he says of the 
river Danube : nor anything easier, under the preparation 
of the preceding article. The Danube, or, in the nomen- 
clature of Herodotus, the Istros^ is described as being in 
all respects ck vapaXhriXoVf by which we must understand 
corresponding rigorously, yet antistrophically (as the Greeks 
express it), similar aagles, similar dimensions, but in an 
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inverse order, to the Egyptian Nil& The l^e, in its moat 
easterlj aeetion, flows fiom soath to north. Consequently 
the Danube, by the rule of paraUelimn, ought to flow 
through a oorresponding section from north to south. But, 
say the oommentatons it does noL Now, verbally they 
might seem wrong ; but substantially, as regards the justi- 
fication of Herodotus, they are right Our business, how- 
ever, is not to justify H«*odotus, but to explain him. 
Undoubtedly there is a jKHut about one hundred and fifty 
miles east of Vienna, where the Danube deseeds almost 
due south for a space of three hundred miles ; and this is 
a very memorable reach of the river ; for somewhere within 
that long corridor of land which lies between itself (this 
Danube section), and a direct parallel secticHi equally 
long, of tiie Hungarian river Thdss, once lay, in the fi^Qi 
eentuiy, the royal eity or encampment of Attila. Gibbon 
placed the city in the northern part of this corrickv (or^ 
strictly speaking, this Mesopotamia)^ consequently about 
two hundred miles to the east of Vienna ; but others, and 
especially Hungarian writers, better acquainted by personal 
examination with the ground, remove it to one hundred and 
fifty miles more to the south ; that is, to the centre of tiie 
corridor (or gallery of land margined by the two rivers). 
Now, undoubtedly, except along the margin of this Attila's 
corridor, there is no considerable section of the Danube 
which flows southward : and this will not answ^ the 
postulates of Herodotus. Qenerally q>eakiDg, the Danube 
holds a headlong course to the east Undoubtedly this 
must be granted : and so far it -might seem hopeless to 
seek for that kind of parallelism to the Nile which Hero- 
dotus asserts. But the question for us does not concern 
what is or then toas — ^the question is solely about what 
-Herodotus can be shown to have meant. And here eomos 
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in, seasonably and fiemoeably^ that vugueness as ta the 
poinln oi the oon^pass vhich we have e^I^ed in the 
preceding article. This^ conneeted with th^ ppsitiv^ 
assertion of Heiodotos as to an inyerse correq)ondenc7 
with the Nile (north and south, theref(»8| as the anti- 
strophe to south and north), would place beyond a doubt 
the creed of Herodotus — ^whieh is the question that con* 
oems tis. And vice vend, this creed of H^odotus as to the 
comse of the Danube, m its main latter section when 
j^proaching the Euxine Sea, reacts to confirm all we have 
sai(S propiio marU, on the indeterminate articulation of 
the Ionian compass then current. Here we h^ve at once 
the d priori reasona maldng it probable th^t Herodotus 
would have a vagrant compass ; ,sec(mdly^ many separate 
imttaojces confirming this probability j thirdly, the particular 
mstance of the Danube, fl# antistrophizing with the Nile^ 
not reconcilable with any other principle ; and fourthly, 
the following independent demonstratkm, that the Ionian 
^mpasi|» must have been conAised in its leading divisions. 
Mark^ reader, Herodotus terminates his account of the 
Danube and its course, by affirming that this mighty river 
enters the Eoxine — 9t what point 1 Opposite, says he, to 
Sinope. Could that have been imagined ? Sinope, being 
ft Gtred^ i^tlement in a region where such settlements were 
rare, was notorious to all the world as the flourishing em- 
porium, (m the south shore of the Black Sea, f(»r a civilized 
people, literally hustled by barbmians. Consequently — and 
this is a point to which all commentators alike are blind — 
the Danube of Herodotus descends upon the Euxine in a line 
running due south. Else, we demand, how could it antistro- 
phize with the Nile ? Else, we demand, how could it lie right 
over against the Sinope ? Else, we demand, how could it 
aiake that right^angle bend to the west in the earlier section 
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of its coorBe, which u piesappofled in its perfect analogy to 
the Nile of Herodotus 9 If already it were lying east and 
west in that lower part of its course which approaches the 
Euzine, what occasion could it offer for a right-angle turn, 
or for any turn at all — ^what possibility for any angle 
whatever between this lower reach and that superior reach 
so confessedly running eastward, according to all accounts 
of its derivation % 

For as respects the Mle, by way of dose to this article, 
it remains to inform the reader — ^that Herodotus had evi- 
dently met in Upper Egypt slaves or captives in war from 
the regions of 'Soudan, Tombuctoo, &e. This is the opinion 
of Hennell, Of Browne the visitor of the Ammonian Oasis, 
and many other principal authorities ; and for a rea>8(m 
which we always regard with more respect, though it were 
the weakest of reasons, than all the authorities of this 
world clubbed together. And this reason was the coinci- 
dence of what Herodotus reports, with the truth of facts 
first ascertained thousands of years later. These slaves, or 
some people from those quarters, had told him of a vast 
river lying east and west, of course the Niger, but (as he 
and they supposed) a superior section of the Nile; and, 
therefore, by geometrical necessity, falling at right angles 
upon that other section of the Nile, so familiar to himself, 
lying south and north. Hence arosie a faith (that is to say, 
not primarily hence, but hence in combination with a previous 
construction existing in his mind for the geometry of the 
Danube), that the two rivers Danube and Nile had a mystic 
relation as arctic and antarctic powers over man. Hero- 
dotus had been taught to figure the Danube as a stream of 
two main inclinations — ^an upper section rising in the extreme 
west of Europe, whence he travelled with the arrow's flight 
due east in search of his wife the Enzine ; but somewhere in 
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the middle of his course, hearing that her dwelling lay far 
to the south; and having then completed his distance in 
longitude, afterwards he ran down his latitude with the 
headlong precipitation of a lover, and surprised the bride 
due north from Sinope. This construction it was of the 
Danube's course which subsequently, upon his hearing of a 
corresponding western limb for the Nile, led him to per* 
ceive the completion of that analogy between the two rivers, 
its absolute perfection, which already he had partially sus- 
pected. Their very figurations now appeared to reflect and 
repeat each other in solemn mimicry, as previously he had 
discovered the mimical correspondence of their functions ; 
for this latter doctrine had been revealed to him by the 
Egyptian priests, the then chief depositaries of Egyptian 
learning. They had informed him, and evidently had per- 
suaded him, that already more than once the sim had gone 
round to the region of Europe j pursuing his diurnal arch 
as far to the north of Greece as now he did to the south ; 
and carrying in his equipage all the changes of every kind 
which were required to make Scythia an Egypt, and conse- 
quently to make the Istros a Nile. The same annual 
swelling then filled the channel of the Danube, which at 
present gladdens the Nile. The same luxuriance of vegeta- 
tion succeeded as a dowry to the gay summer-land of Trans- 
Euxine and Para-Danubian Europe, which for thousands of 
years had seemed the peculiar heritage of Egypt, Old 
Boreas — ^we are glad of that — ^was required to pack up 
*^ his alls," and be off ; his new business was to plague the 
black rascals, and to bake them with hoar-fi:ost; which 
must have caused them to shake their ears in Aome asto^ 
nishment for a few centuries, until they got used to it. 
Whereas " the sweet south wind " of the Ancient Mariner, 
leaving Africa, pursued '' the mariner's holloa," all over the 
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Eiudne and the Faitu Moeotu. The Dani|l)e, in ehpiti 
became the Kile in another cone ; foid the same deadlj 
curiosity haunted its fountains. But all in ymh : nobody 
would readi the fountains i par|dcu]arly as there would be 
anoti^er arm, £1-Abiad of ^hite river. 

W& are sorrjr that Herodotus should hav^ been so Tagup 
an4 y^circumstafttial in his account of these vicissitudes ; 
since it is pretty evident to any ma» i^ho reflects on th^ 
cas^^ — ^that, had he pmued the train of changes inevitably 
to I^gypt under the one nngle revolution affecting the Nile 
itself as a slime-depesitisg river, his judicious intellect would 
soon have descried the obliteration of the whole ligyptian 
valley [elsewhere he himself calls that v^Uey Btapoy r.oy 
NaXov — a gift of the Kile], .coaseq,ufintly the pblitenitiop 
of the people, .con^etjyBently the immempffial extinction of 
all those records-^or^ if they were po8teri(»: to the last re- 
volution in favour of £!gypt, at any rate of the one record 
-^r-which co^^ have transmitted the memory of such an 
astonishing transfei; M^Emtime &e i^eader is now in pos- 
session of the whole theory contemplated by Herodotus. 
It was no meie lums naturoe that the one river repeated 
the other, and, as it were, modced the other in form and 
geographical relations. It was no joke that lurked under 
that mask of resemblance. Each teas the other alternately. 
It was the case of Castor and PoUuz, one brother rising 
as the other set. The Danube eould always comfort him- 
self with the idea — ^that he was the Nile " elect ;" the 
other, or provisional Nile, only ^' continuing to hold the 
seals until his successor should be installed in office.*' The 
Nile, in fact, appears to have the best of it in our time ; 
but then there is '^a braw time coming," and, after all, 
swelling as he is with annual conceit, father Nile, in parUa- 
meata.ry phrase, is but the "warminjc-pan" for the Danube; 
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keeping the office wttrm far him. A new administxatiou » 
fonned, and out he goes beg and baggage. ^ 

It is less important, however, for us, though far more so 
for the two rivers, to speculate on the reversion of their final 
prospects, than upon the present cymbols of this reversion 
in the unity of their forms. That is, it less concerns us 
to deduce the harmony of their functions from the har- 
mony of their geographical courses^ than to abide by the 
ii^verse argument — ^that^ where the former harmony was so 
loudly inferred from the hitter, at any rate, that fact will 
demonstrate the existence of the latter hannony in the 
judgment and £uth of Herodotus. He could not possibly 
have insisted on the analogy between the two channels 
geographically, as good in logic for authenticating a secret 
and prophetic analogy between their alternating offices, but 
that at least he must firmly have believed in the first of 
these analogies — as already existing and open to the veri^ 
fication of the human eya The second or ulterior analogy 
might be &lse, and yet afifect only its own separate credit, 
whilst the falsehood of the first was ruinous to the credit 
of botL Whence it is evident that of the two resemblances 
in form and fdnction, the resemblance in form was the least 
disputable of the two for Herodotus. 

This argument, and the others which we have indicated, 

and amongst those others, above all, the position of thf 

Danube's mouths right over against a city situated as was 

Sinope — ie.^ not doubtfully emer^^g from either flank of 

the Euxine, west or east, but broadly and almost centrally! 

planted on the southern basis of that sea — ^we offer as a> 

body of demonstrative proof, that, to the matore Mik of 

Herodotus, the Danube or Istros ran north and soutii ini 

its Euxine section, and that its right-an^ed section ran'. 

west and east — a very important element towards the tras 
I — vin. 



194 PHiLOBopar of hsbodotts. 

£aiope of Herodotofl^ whidi, aa we contend, has not yet been 
justly oonoeiyed or flguied by his geographical commentatorai 

nL — On the Africa of Herodotm. 

There is an amusing blander on this subject conunitted 
by Mi^or BennelL How often do we hear people com- 
menting on the Scriptures, and raising up aerial edifices of 
argument^ in which ereiy iota of the logic rests, uncon* 
sdously to themselyes, upon the accidental words of tiie 
English version, and melts away when applied to the ori« 
ginal text ; so that, in fact^ the whole has no more strength 
than if it were built upon a pun or an Equivoque, Such is 
the blunder of the excellent M%jor. And it is not timidly 
expressed. At p. 410, G^eog. Hist, of Herodotus, he thus 
delivers himself: — << Although the term Lybia" (thus does 
Bennell always spell it, instead of Libya — a most unscholar- 
like blunder, but most pardonable in one so honestly pro* 
fessing to be no Greek scholar) ** is occasionally used by 
Herodotus as synonymous to Africa (especially in Mdpom,, 
&C. &c.), yet it is almost exclusively applied to that part 
bordering on the Mediterranean Sea between the Greater 
Syrids and IJgypt ;'* and he concludes the paragraph thus : 
— << So that Africa, and not Lybia, is the term generally 
employed by Herodotus." We stared on reading these 
words, as Aladdin stared when he found his palace missing, 
and the old thief, who had bought his lamp, trotting off 
with it on his back far beyond the bills of mortality. 
Naturally we concluded that it was ourselves who must be 
dreaming, and not the Migor ; so, taking a bed-candle, off 
we marched to bed. But the next morning, air clear and 
frosty, ourselves as sagacious as a grey-hound, we pounced 
at first sight on the self-same words. Thus, after a]l, it 
was the conceit mantling in our brain (of being in that in- 
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atanoe a cat above the M%jor)) whidi tamed out to be the 
sober trath j and our modesty, our sobriely of mind, it was 
which turned out a windy tympany. Certainly, said we, if 
this be so^ and that the word AMca is really standing in 
Herodotus^ then it must be like that secret island called 
EA^o), lying in some [Egyptian lake, which was reported to 
Herodotus as having concealed itself from human eyes for 
five hundred and four years — a capital place it must have 
been against duns and the sheriff; for it was an English 
mile in diameter, and yet no man could see it until a fugi- 
tive king, happening to be hard pressed in the rear, dived 
into the water, and came up to the light in the good little 
island ; where he lived happily for fifty years, and every 
day got bou^ as a piper, in spite of aU his enemies, who 
were roaming about the lake night and day to catch his 
most gracious migesty. He was king, at least, of Elbo, if 
he had no particular subjects but himself, as Nap was in 
our days of Elba ; and perhaps both were less plagued with 
rebels than when sitting on the ampler thrones of Egypt 
and France. But surely the good Hcjor must have dreamed 
a dream about this word Afruxt ; for how would it look iii 
Ionic Greek — K^piKi\ % Did any man ever see such a 
word 1 However, let not the reader believe that we are 
triumphing meanly in the advantage of our Greek. Milton, 
in one of his controversial works, exposing an insolent 
antagonist who pretended to a knowledge of Hebrew, which, 
in fact, he had not, remarks that the man must be ignoblo, 
whoever he were, that would catch at a spurious credit, 
though it were but from a language which really he did 
not understand. But so far was Hcy'or Bennell &om doing 
this, that, when no call upon him existed for saying one 
word upon the subject, firankly he volunteered a confession 
to all the world — ^that Greek he had none. The marvel ia 
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the greater tihaib, as Sannderson, li^iind from Ms infeacy, was 
the best lootuier.on coloms early in the eighteenth oentoxy; 
so I7 &r the hest commentat^nr on the Greek Heredetus 
has proved to le a militaiy man, who knew nothing at all of 
Greek. Yet mark the exoellenoe of upright dealing. Had 
llijor Rennell pretended to Ghreek, were it but as .nmch as 
went to HiB spelling of the word Afiica^ here was he a lost 
man. BladewoodTs MagosofM woiild now have exposed 
hint IVhereaS) things being as they ar^, we respect him 
and admire him sincerely. And, as to his wanfog this one 
accomplishment) ^very man Wants soma We ourselves 
can ndther dance a hornpipe nor whistle Jim Oow,* with-" 
out driving the whole musical wcorld into liiaek despair. 

Africa, meantime, is a word imported into Herodotus by 
Mr. Beiloe ; whose name, we have been given to understand, 
was pronounced like that of our old domesticated iriend 
the bellowB^ shorn of the s / and whose translation, judging 
tram such extracts as we have seen in books, may be bettef 
than littlebury's ; bat, if so^ we should be driven into a 
mournful opinion of iSi. littlebury. Strange that neu-ly 
all the dassics, Roman as well as Greek, shoidd be so 
meanly represented by their English reprodnoerB. The 
French translators, it is tnie, are worse as a body. But 
in this particular instance of Herodotus they have a re- 
iqpectable translator. Larcher read Greek sufficiently ; and 
was as much master of his author's peculiar learning as 
any one general commentator that can be mentioned. 

But AMca the thmg, not Africa the name, is that which 
puzzles all students of Hei^otus, as, indeed, no little it 
puzzled Herodotus Mmself. Bom^ makes one difficulty^ 
where, in fact, there is none ; vis., that sometimes Hero- 

* Jim Crow — which political air, at the time when this was 
ufitten, ereiy other mra did {or eould) whistle. 
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dotdB lefen iEIgypt td Lib3r% f^4 stanetimeff refineB to db' so. 
But in this theie^is no incomdstoiicgr, and no foigetfulnesik 
Herodotus- wisely adopted the ezbellent role of, ** tliinkiiig 
wiibh the leanied, and talking 1197th the people." Having 
bnce&mly explained his reasons for holding Iigypt to be 
neither an Asiatic nor an Afidcan r^bn, but tlie nenttal 
^frontier artifickUy cre&ted by the Kile^ as, in shorty a long 
tSonidor of separaticm b^tweep Asia and A&ica ; thns having 
once for all, home witness to the tnitlv afterwaids, and 
generally, he is too litde of a pedant to make war upon 
txurent forms of speech. What is the use of draratg off 
men's attention, in -questions about things^ by impertinent 
teviMons of diction or by alien theories % Some people 
ha^e made it a question^ — ^Whether Qoeat Britain were not 
extra-European f and the island of Candia is g^erally zi^ 
sumed to be so. Some lawyers also (nay, some courts of 
justice) have entertained the question— -Whether a mad 
could be held related to his own mother % Kot aa though 
too remotely related, but as too nearly, and, in &ct, absorbed 
within the lunar beams. Permit us to improve upon thiff 
by asking-^Is a man related to himself t Tet, in all such 
cases, the publicist— the geographer — the lawyer, continue to 
talk as other pebple do ; and, assuredly, the lawyer would 
r^;ard a witoess as pe^ured who should say, in speaking 
of a woman notoriously hia mother, << Oh 1 I do assure you, 
sir, the w<)man is no relation of mine." I3ie^ world of tJiat 
day (and, indeed, it is not mmsb more candid even now) 
tiroi:dd have it that Libya cbmprdiended Egypt ; and Hero, 
dotttc^ like the wise man that he was^ having once or twice 
lodged his protest against that idea^ tiien . replies jto the 
world — « Very well, if you say. bo, it w so ;" precisely as 
Petruchip's wife, to soothe her mad, husband,- agrees that the 
sun is the moon; aad^. back .a^M^ that it ]a<9ia^ the moan» 
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Here there is no real difficolly ; for the aigamentB of 
Herodotofl are of two separate claases, and both too strong 
to leave any doubt that his private opinion never varied by 
a hair^B-breadth on this question. And it was a question 
fiur from verbal, of which any man may convince himself 
hy reflecting on the disputes, at different periods, with 
regard to Macedon (both Macedon the original germ, and 
Maeedama the expanded kingdom) as a claimant of co- 
memberfihip in the household of Oreeoe ; or on the dispute^ 
more angry if less scornful, between Carthage and Gyrene 
as to the true limits between this dissyllabic* daughter of 1>^ 
and the trisyllabic daughter of Greece. The very colour of 
the soil in ISgypt — the rich black loam, precipitated by the 
creative river — already symbolized to Herodotus the deep 
repuMon lying between !^gypt on the one side, and libya^ 
ivhere all was red ; between Egypt on the one side, and Asia, 
where all was calcined into white sand. And, as to the name, 
does not the reader catch tu still using the word ** AMca" 
instead of Libya, after all our sparring against that word as 
scarcely known by possibility to Herodotus ? 
. But, beyond this controven^ as to the true marches or 
frontier lines of the two great continents in common — 
Asia and Africa — ^there was another and a more grave one 
as to the size, shape, and limitations of Africa in particular. 
It is true that both Europe and Asia were imperfectly 
defined for Herodotus. But he frmcied otherwise ; for them 
he could trace a vague, rambling outline. Not so for 
Africa, unless a great event in IJgyptian records were 
adopted for true. This was the voyage of circumnavigation 
accomplished under the orders of Pharaoh Necho. Dia* 



* Kapxn^iaif, iho Greek name for Carthage, is oertatnlj more than 
diMyllabic, but we epeak of the Eng^ah names. 
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allowing this edxliest recorded PeripLu^ then no man oould 
fiay of Africa whether it were a large island or a boundless 
continent having no outline traceable by mitn, or (which, 
doubtless, would have been the favourite creed) whether it 
were not a technical akXe such as Asia Minor ; that is, not 
a peninsula like the Peloponnesus, or the tongues of land 
near mount Athos — because in that case the idea required 
a narrow neck or isthmus at the point of jimction with the 
adjacent continent — ^but a square, tabular plate of ground^ 
<< a block of ground" (as the Americaos say) having three 
sides washed by some sea, but a fourth side absolutely 
untouched by any sea whatevei. On this word aJdUey as a 
term but recently drawn out of obscurily, we may say a 
word or two elsewhere ; at present we proceed with the 
great AMcan Fenpltts, We, like the lest of this world, 
held that to be a pure £ftble, so long as we had nevei 
anxiously studied the ancient geography, and consequently 
had never meditated on the circumstances of this story 
under the light of that geography, or of the current astro- 
nomy. But we have since greatly changed our opinion. 
And, though it would not have shaken that opinion to find 
Rennell dissenting, undoubtedly it much strengthened om* 
opinion to find so cautious a judge eoncuiring. Perhaps 
the very strongest argument in favour of the voyage, if we 
speak of any nnffk argument, is that which Rennell insists 
on — ^namely, the sole circumstance reported by the voyagers 
which Herodotus pronounced incredible, viz., the assertion 
that in one part of it they had the sun on the right hand, 
^nd as we have always found young students at a loss for 
the meaning of that expression, since naturally it struck 
them that a man might bring the sun at any place on either 
hand, or on neither, we will st<^ Ibr one moment to explain, 
6>r the use of such youthful readers^ that, as in military 
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deacriptioiiB, yoa are alwajB 'presomed to look down the 
eoirent of a river, so that the ** right** bank of the Rhlney 
for instaQoe, is ah9a$/$ to a fioldier the Qermttu haok, the 
^^ left" alwofi, in a military seiiBe, the French bank, in 
Contempt of the traveUei^B position ; eo^ in speaking of the 
son, you are presomed to place your back to the east^ and 
to accompany him on his daily route. In that position it 
irill be impossible for a man in oar latitudes to bring the 
smi on his right shoulder, since tiie son never even rises to 
bc^ vertically over his head. First, when the man goes south 
so ftr as to enter the northern tropic, would such a phenome- 
non be possible ; and if he persisted in going beyond the 
equator and southern tropic, then he would find all things 
inverted as regards oat hemisphere. Then he would find it 
as impossible, when moving concurrently with the sun, not 
to have the sun on his right hand, as with us to reaLLee that 
phenomenon. Now, it is very clear, that if the Egyptian 
voyagen did actually double the Cape of Good Hope so far 
to the sontii of the equator, then, by mere necessity, this 
inexplicable phenomenon (for to them it was inexplicable) 
would pursue them for months in succession. Here is the 
point in this argument which we woiild press on the reader's 
eoiidderation ; and, inadvertently, Bennell has omitted this 
aspeet of tiie aigument altogether. To Herodotus, as we 
have seen, it was so absolutely incredible a romance, that 
he rejected it summarily. And why not, therefore, gp the 
entire length, and reject the total voyage, when thus in Ms 
view partially discredited 9 That question recalls us to the 
certainty that there must have been othet prooft, indepen- 
dent of this striking allegation, too strong to allow of 
scepticism in this wise man's ndnd. He &ncied (and with 
his theory of the heavens, In which there was no eqilatcH*, no 
Q^tral limits no province of equal tropics on dther hand (^ 



J 
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ILat limit, could he 'bsuve done 6tIi6rwiBe than fsney f) thai 
Jack, after his long voyage, havmg then no tobacco for his 
recreation, and no grog, took out his allowance in the shape 
of wonder-making. He << bounced" a little, he '< Qretized ;'** 
and who could be angiy ? And laughable it is to reflect^ 
that, like the poor credulous mother, who listened compla< 
oently to her sea-fining son whilst using a Sinbad's license 
of romancing, but gravely reproved Mm for the sin of 
untruth when he told her of flying fish, or some other 
simple zoological fact — so Herodotus wotdd have made 
careful memoranda of this Elgyptian voyage had it told of 
men << whose heads do grow beneath their shoulders" 
(^nce, if he himself doubted about the one-eyed Arimas- 
plans, he yet thought the legend entitled to a report), but 
dcouted with all his energy the one great truth of the Fet'i- 
phu, and eternal monument of its reality, as a fable too 
monstrous for toleration. On the other hand, for iis, who 
know its truth, and how inevadibly it must have ' haunted 
for months the Egyptians in the face of all their previous 
impressions, it ought to stand for an argument, strong' << as 
proofs of holy writ," that the voyage did really take place. 
There is exactly one possibility, but a very slight one, that 
this truth might have been otherwise learned— learned inde- 
pendently ; and that is, from the chance tluit those same 
Africans of the interior who had truly re^rted the Niger 
to Herodotus (though erroneously ais a section of the Nile), 
might simultaneously have reported the phenomena of the 
sun*s course. But we reply to that possible suggestion — -. 
that^ in &ct, it could scarcely have happened. Many other, 
remarkable phenomena of Nigritia had not been reported ; 



* " All the GretaoB are liars**-— old Mediterranean proverb — Kp^Y tf 
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or had been dropped oat of the record as idle or worthless 
Secondly, as slayes they would have obtained little crediti 
except ^hen falling in with a previous idea or hdirf^ 
Thirdly^ none of these men would be derived from any 
place to the south of the line, still less south of the southern 
tropia Generally they would belong to the northern tropic : 
and (that being premised) what would have been the true 
form of the report f Not that they had the sun on the right 
hand j but that sometimes he was directly vertical, some* 
tunes on the left hand, sometimes on the right. << What^ ye 
black villains 1 The sun, that never was known to change^ 
unless when he reeled a little at seeing the anthropophagous 
banquet of Thyestes, — he to dance cotillions in this absurd 
way up and down the heavens^ — ^why, crucifixion is too 
light a punishment for such insults to Apollo,** — so would 
a Greek have spoken. And, at least, if the report had 
survived at all, it would have been in this shape — as the 
report of an uncertain movement in the African sun. 

But as a regular nautical report made to the Pharaoh of 
Uie day, as an extract from the log-book, for this reason it 
must be received as unanswerable evidence, as an argument 
that never can be surmounted on behalf of the voyage, that 
it contradicted all theories whatsoever — Greek no less than 
ISgyptian — and was irreconcilable with all systems that the 
wit of men had yet devised [viz., two centuries before 
Herodotus] for explaining the solar motiona Upon this 
logic we v^ take our stand. Here is the stronghold, the 
dtadel, of the trutL Many a thing has been fabled, many 
a thing carefully passed down by tradition as a fact of 
pNK)lute experience, simply because it fell in with some pre- 
nous fancy or prejudice of men. And even Baron Mun- 
chausen's amusing falsehoods, if examined by a logician^ 
rill uniformly be found squared or adjusted — ^not^ ind«ed^ 
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to a belief, but to a wbimsical sort of plausibilily, that re- 
oondles the mind to the eztravaganoe for the single instant 
that is required. If he drives up a hill of snow, and next 
morning finds his horse and gig hanging from the top of a 
church steeple, the monstrous fiction is still countenanced 
by the sudden thaw that had taken place in the night-time, 
and so fax physically possible as to be removed beyond the 
limits of magic And the very disgust^ which revolts us in 
a supplement to the baron, that we remember to have secL, 
arises firom the neglect of those smooth plausibilities. We 
are there summoned to believe blank impossibilities, with- 
out a particle of the baron's most ingenious and winning 
spedousness of preparation. The baron candidly admits 
the impossibility j faces it ; regrets it for the sake of truth : 
but a fact, is 9k fact ; and he puts it to our equity — ^whether 
ire also have not met with strange events. And never in 
a single instance does the baron build upwards, without a 
massy foundation of specious physical plausibilily. Whereas 
the fiction, if it had been a fiction, recorded by Herodotus, 
is precisely of that order which must have roused the ir^ 
creduliu odi in the fulness of perfection. Neither in the 
wisdom of man^ nor in his follies, was their one resource 
for mitigating the disgust which would have pursued it. 
This powerful reason for believing the main fact of the 
drcumnavigation-^let the reader, courteous or not, if he 
is but the logical reader, condescend to balance in his 
judgment. 

Other arguments, only less strong on behalf of the voy- 
age, we will not here notice— except this one, most 
reasonably urged by Bennell, firom his peculiar familiarity, 
even in that lay (1799), with the currents and the preva- 
lent winds of the Indian ocean ; vie., that such a drcum* 
navigation of Africa was almost sore to prosper if commenced 
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from the Bed Sea (as it was)) along the ecuC coast of 
Aftica^ and even moie sore to fiiil if taken in the inyeim 
order ; that is to say, througli the Straits of GibraltaT, and 
BO down the western shore of Africa. In that ordei^ whicfi 
was peculiarly tempting for two reasons to the Oavtha* 
ginian sailor or Phoenidan, Rennell has shown how all tlie 
currents, the fnantoons^ d^a, wonld baffle the navigator; 
whilst) taken in tiie opposite tories, they might easily co- 
operate with the bold enterpriser, so as to waft him, if once 
starting at a proper season, almost to the Gape, before (to 
use Sir Bingo Binks's phrase) he conld say dnmpling. 
Accordingly, a Persian nobleman of high rank, having been 
allowed to commute his sentence of capital punishment for 
that of sailing round Africa, did actually faQ from the cause 
developed by BennelL Naturally he had a Phoenician crew, 
as the king's best nautical subjects. Naturally they yre- 
ferred the false route by Gibraltar. Naturally thiey fsEuled. 
And the nobleman, returning from transportation before his 
time, as well as re infeddf was executed. 

But (ah, villanous word !) some ugly objector puts in kis 
dar, and demands to know — ^why, if so vast an event had 
actually occurred, it could have ever been forgotten, or at 
all have &ded ) to this we answer briefly, what properly 
ought to form a separate section in our notice of Herodotus. 
The event was not so vast as we, with our present know* 
ledge of Africa, should regard it. 

This is a veiy interesting aspect of the suiiject We 
laugh long and loud when we hear Des Cartes (great man 
as he was) laying it down amongst the golden roles for 
guiding his studies, l^t he would guard himself against aQ 
^ prejudices ;" because we know that when, a pr^udioe of 
any dass whatever is seen <xi such, when it is recognised 
for a prqiudice^ from that moment it ceases to be a prsjii* 
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diee. Those are the tnie baffling pr^udiees forsuiDy which 
he never suspects for prejudices* How widely, from the 
truisms of experience, could we ilhistrate this truth ! But W0 
abstain. We content ourselves with this case. Even M^jot 
Behnell, starting send-conscionBly from his own previouil 
knowledge (the fruit of researches pursued through manj 
centuries after Herodotus), lays down an Africa at least t&d 
times too great for meeting the Greek idea. Unavoidably 
Herodotus knew the Mediterranean dimensions of Africa ; 
else he would have figured it to himself as an island, equal 
perhaps to Chreece, Macedon, and Thrace. As it was, there 
is no doubt to us, from many indications, that the Libya of 
Herodotus, after all, did not exceed the total bulk of Asia 
Minor carried eastwards to the Tigris. But there is not 
sudi an awful corrupter of truth in the whole world — there 
is not such an unconquerable enslaver of men's minds, as 
the blind instinct by which they yield to the ancient root- 
bound trebly-anchored prejudications of their childhood and 
original belief. Misconceive us not, reader. We do not 
mean that, having learned such and such doctrines, after- 
wards they ding to them by affection. Not at all. We 
mean that, duped hy a word and the associations dinginli; 
to it, they cleave to certain notions, not from any partiality 
to them, but because tius pre-occupation intercepts the very 
earliest dawn of a possible conception or coiyeeture in th^ 
opposite direction. The most tremendous error in human 
•annals is of that order. It has existed for seventeen o&h 
turies in strength ; and is not extinct, though public in its 
action, as upon another occasion we shall show. In this 
<»8e of Africa, it was not that men resisted the truth ao- 
eording to the ordinary notton of a <' prejudice ;" it was 
that every commentator in succession upon Herodotus, 
ooming to the case with the Mkt/t knowledge that Afnoa 
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was a vast oontment^ ranging far and wide in both Lemi* 
spheres, unconscionsly slipped into the feeling, that this 
had always been the belief of men ; possibly some might a 
Uttle fall short of the trae estimate, some a little exceed it ; 
bat that, on the whole, it was at least as truly figured to 
men's minds as either of the two other continents. Accord- 
ingly, one and all have presumed a bulk for the Libya of 
Herodotus absolutely at war with the whole indications. 
And, if they had once again read Herodotus under the 
guiding light furnished by a blank denial of this notion, 
they would have found a meaning in many a word of Hero- 
dotus, such as they never suspected whilst trying it only 
from one side. In this blind submission to a prejudice of 
words and dustering associations, Rennell also shares. 

It will be retorted, however, that the long time allowed 
by Herodotus for the voyage argues a oorrespcmding ampli- 
tude of dimensions. Doubtless a time upwards of two 
years, is long for a modem Fenpku^ even of that vast con- 
tinent But Herodotus knew nothing of monsoons, or 
trade-winds, or currents : he allowed nothing for these 
accelerating forces, which were enormous, though allowing 
fully [could any Greek have neglected to allow ?] for all the 
retarding force& Daily advances of thirfcy-three miles at 
most ; nightly reposes, of necessity to men without the com- 
pass ; above all, a coasting navigation, searching (if it were 
only for water) every nook and inlet, bay, and river^s 
mouth, except only where the winds or currents might 
violently sweep them past thesd objects. Then we are to 
allow for a long stay on the shore of Western Africa, for 
the sake of reaping, or getting reaped by natives, a wheat 
harvest — a &ct which strengthens the probability of the 
voyage, but diminishes the disposable time which Herodotus 
would use as the exponent of the space. We must remember 
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the want of saiU aloft in ancient Tessek, the awkwardness 
of their bnild for &8t sailing, and, above all, their cautioiup 
l)olicy of never tempting the deep, unless when the win4 
would not be denied. And, in the meantime, all the com* 
pensatoiy forces of air and wat^, so utterly unsuspected l^ 
Herodotus, we must subtract from hU final summation of 
the effective motion, leaving for the actual measure of the 
sculing, as inferred by Herodotus — consequently for the 
measure of the virttud time, consequently of the AMcan 
space, as only to be collected from the time so corrected—* 
a very small proportion indeed, compared with the results 
of a similar voyage, even by the Portuguese, about a.ix 
1500. To Herodotus we are satisfied that Libya (disarm- 
ing it of its power over the world's mind, in the pompous 
name of Africa) was not bigger than the true Arabia, or 
even Spain, as known to ourselves. 

And hence, also, by a natural result, the obliteration of 
this Feriplus from the minds of men. It accomplished no 
great service as men judged. It put a zone about a large 
region undoubtedly ; but what sort of a region 9 A mere 
worthless wilderness, here Oripua^Sf dedicated by the gods 
to wild beasts, there ofifioiSijs, trackless from sands, and 
everywhere fountainless, arid, scorched (as they believed) in 
the interior. Subtract Egypt, as not being part, and to the- 
world of civilisation at that time Africa must have seemed 
a worthless desert, except for Cyrene and Carthage, its two 
choice gardens, already occupied by Phoenicians and Greeks. 
This, by the way, suggests a new consideration, viz., that 
even the Mediterranean extent of Africa must have been 
unknown to Herodotus — since all beyond Carthage, as 
liauritania, &o., would wind up into a small inconsiderable 
tract, as being dupuncted by no great states or colonies. 

Therefore it waa that this meet interesting of all drcuui- 
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navigations at the present day did Tirtaally and ooold not 
but perish as a vivid record. It measnied a r^on which 
touched no man's prosperi^ . It recorded a discoveiy for 
which there was no permanent appreciator. A case exists 
at this moment, in London, precisely paralleL There is a 
chart of New Holland sdll preserved among the icciyAi^Aca 
of the British Museum, which exhibits a Feriplus €i that 
vast r^on, from some navigator, almost by three centnri,es 
prior to Captain Oook. A rude outline of Cook's labours 
in that section had been anticipated at a time when it was 
not wanted. Nobody cared about it : value it had n<me, 
or interest ; and it was utterly f orgottm. That it did not 
also perish in the literal sense, as well as in spirit, was 
owing to an accident. 

IV. — The Oeoffraphioal Akt£ of Greece. 

We had intended to transfer, for the use of our leadere^ 
*tiie diagram imagined by Niebuhr in illustration of this 
idea. But our growing ezorlutance from our limits warns 
us to desist Two points only we shall notice : — 1. That 
Niebuhr — ^not the traveller, as might have been expected, 
but lus son, the philosophic historian — ^first threw li^t on 
this ide% which had puzsled multitudes of honest men. 
Here we see the same singularity as in the case of Bennell ; 
in that instance a man without a partide of Greek 
<< whipped" (to speak Keniuckiciy whole crowds of drones 
who had more Greek than th^ could turn to any good 
account. And, in the other instance, we see a sedentary 
scholar, travelling chiefly between his study and his bed* 
room, doing the work that properly belonged to active trar 
vellers. 2. Though we have already given one illustratioa 
of an AhS in Asia Minor, it may be well to mention as 
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another, the yast i^on of Arabia. In fact, to Hdiodotiu^ 
the tract of Arabia and Byii&y on the one hand, made up. 
one akt^ (the southern) for the Persian empire ; Asia Minor, 
idth part of Armenia^ made up another akt^ (the western) 
for the same empire ; the two beipg at right angleiB, and 
both abntting on imaginaiy lines drawn from different points 
of the Euphrates. 

V. — Chronoloffy of Herodotus, 

The commentator of Herodotus, who enjoya the reputa* 
tion of having best unfolded his chronology, is the French 
President Bouhier. We cannot say that tiiis opinion co- 
incides with our own. There is a lamentable imbecility in 
all the chronological commentators of two opposite tendeur 
des. Either they fall into that folly of drivelling infi- 
delity, which shivers at every fresh revelation of geology, 
and every fresh romance of £Eibuloiis chronology, as fatal to 
religious truths ; or, with wiser feelings but equal. ejUiness, 
they seek to protect Christianity by feeble panyings, from 
a danger which exists only for those who never had any 
rational principles of faith ; as if the mighty spiritual 
power of Christianity were to be thrown upon her defenoci 
as often as any old woman's legend from Hindostan (see 
BaHl/s Astronomie)j or from Egypt (see the whole series 
of chronological commentators on Herodotus), became im- 
measurably extravagant, and exactly in proportion to tb^* 
extravagance. Amongst these latter chronologers, perhaps 
Larcher is the most false and treacherous. He affects a 
tragical start as often as he rehearses the traditions of the 
Egyptian priests, and assumes a holy shuddering. <<Eh 
quoi ! Ce seroit done ces gens-U^ qui auroient os^ insulter 1^ 

notre sainte religion!" But, all the while, beneath hii 
t2 



SI Qi raiLOflOFHT OF HSBODOTUS. 

nuusk the reader can percdye, not obscinely, a perfidiona 
amile ; aa on the &ce of some indulgent mother, who affeeta 
to menace with her hand some fitvoiirite child at a distance^ 
whilst the iHPeeent snlject of a strangei^B complaint, bat, in 
Unci, iQ di4gaise8 her foolish applanae to its petulance. 

Two remarks only we shall allow ooiselYes upon this ex- 
tensire theme, which, if once entered in good earnest, would 
go on to a length more than commensurate with all the rest 
of our discussion. 

1. The three hundred and thirty kings of I^ypt, who 
were interposed l^ the l^gyptian priests, between the end- 
less c^^nasty of the gods, and the pretty long dynasty of 
real kings (the Shepherds^ the Pharaohs, &c.), are upon 
this argument to be objected as mere nnmeaning fictions, 
tIk., that ihiey did nothing. This argument is reported as 
a fact (not a» an argument of rejection), by Herodotus hiin> 
self, and r^>orted from the rohmteer testimony of the priests 
themselyes ; so that the authority for the nnmber of kings 
is also the authority for their inertia. Can there be better 
proof needed, that they were men of straw, got np to colour 
the legend of a prodigious antiquity 9 The reign of the 
gods was felt to be somewhat equivocal, as susceptible of 
allegoric explanations. So this long human dynasty is in- 
Tented to furnish a substantial basis for the chronology. 
Meantime, the whole three hundred and thirty are such 
absolute /ainSanSf that confessedly not one act — ^not one 
monument oi art or labour — ^is ascribed to their auspices ; 
whilst every one oi the real unquestionable sovereigns, coin- 
dding with known periods in the tradition of Greece, or 
with undeniable events in the Divine simplicity of the 
Hebrew Scriptures, is memorable for some warlike act, 
some munificent institution, or some almost imperishable 
monument of architectural power. 
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2. Bat weaker even than the &bling spirit of these 
genealogical inanities, is the idle attempt to explode them, 
by turning the years into days. In this way, it is troe, we 
get rid of pretensions to a cloudy antiquity, by wholesale 
clusters. The moonshine and the faiiy tales vanish — ^but 
how 9 To leave us all in a moonless quagmire of substan* 
tial difficulties, from which (as has been suggested more 
than once) there is no extrication at all ; for if the diurnal 
years are to reconcile us to the three hundred and thirty 
kings, what becomes of the incomprehensibly short reigns 
(not averaging above two or three months for each), on the 
long basis of time assumed by the priests ; and this in 
the most peaceful of realms, and in fatal contradiction to 
another estimate of the priests, by which the kings are 
made to tally with as many yeveai, or generations of men ? 
Herodotus, and doubtless the priests, understood a genera- 
tion in the sense then universally current, agreeably to 
which, three generaticms were equated to a century. 

But the questions are endless which grow out of Hero- 
dotus. Pliny's Natural History has been usuaQy thought 
the greatest Encyclopaedia of ancient learning. But we 
hold that Herodotus furnishes by much the largest basis for 
vast commentaries revealing the archaeologies of the human 
race : whilst, as the eldest of prose writers, he justifies hia 
migestic station as a brotherly assessor on the same throng 
with Homer. 
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Thsbb 18 no reader who has not heard of Solon's apolo- 
getic distinctdoii between the actual Bystem of laws, framed 
l^ himself {(x the Athenian people, under his personal 
knowledge oi the Athenian temper, and that better ^stem 
whidi he wndd haye framed in a case, where either the 
docility of the national character had been greater, or the 
temptations to insubordination had been less. Something 
of the same distinction must be taken on behalf of FlatO| 
betwe^ the ideal fonn of Oivil Polity which he contem- 
plated in the ten books of his Republic, and the practical 
form which he contemplated in the thirteen books of his 
Legislatiye System.'*' In the former work he supposes him- 
sdf to be instituting an independent state on such principles 
as were philosophically best ; in the latter, upon the 
l^umption, that what might be the b^t as an abstraction, 
was not always the best as adapted to a perverse human 
nature, nor, under ordinary circumstances, the most likely 
to be durable, — ^he jHrofesses to make a compromise between 
his sense of duty as a philosophy, and his sense of expe- 

• Thirteen hoohs : — ^There are twelve books of the Loom; but the 
oloBing book, entitled the Epinomis or Supplement to the LatoSj adds 
a thirteenth. I have thought it convenient to designate the entire 
work by the collective name of the Legislative System, 
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dienoe as a man of the world. like Solon, lie qnits the 
nonnal for the attainable ; and from the ideal man, flexible 
to all the purposes of a haughty philosophy, he descends in 
his sabsequent speculations to the refractory Athenian such 
as he really was in the g^eration of Perides. And this fiict 
gives a great value to the more abstract work ; since no 
inferences against Greek sentiment or Greek principles could 
have been drawn from a work applying itself to. Grecian 
habits as Plato found them ; or none which it would not be 
easy to evade. " This," it would have been said, << is not 
what Plato approved — ^but what Plato conceived to be the 
best compromise with the difficulties of the case under the 
given civilisation." Now, on the contrary, we have Plato*s 
view of absolute optimism, the true maaEimim perfeetianis 
for social man, in a condition openly assumed to be modelled 
after a philosopher's ideal There is no work, therefor^ 
from which profounder draughts can be derived of human 
frailty and degradation, under its highest intellectual ex- 
pansion, previously to the rise of Christianity. Just one 
century subsequent to the birth of Plato, which, by the 
most plausible chronology, veiy little preceded the death of 
Perides^ the great Macedonian expedition under Alexander 
was proceeding against Persia. By that time the bloom of 
Greek dvility had a little faded. The war itself, taken in 
connexion with the bloody feuds that succeeded it amongst 
the great captains of Alexander, gave a shock to the civi- 
lisation of Greece ; so that^ upon the whole, it would not 
be possible to fix on any epoch more exemplifying Greek 
intellect, or Greek refinement, than precisely that youth of 
Plato, which united itself by immediate consecutive succes- 
sion to the most brilliant section in the administration of 
Perides. It was, in fact^ throughout the course of the 
Pdoponnesian war — ^the one sole war that divided the 
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whole household of Greece against itself giving motive to 
efforts, iind dignity to personal competitions— contemporary 
with Xenophon and the younger Cyrus, during the manhood 
of Aldbiades, and the declining years of Socrates — amongst 
such coevals and such drcumstanoes of war and revolution- 
ary truce — ^that Plato passed his fervent youth. The^bright 
sunset of Perides still humed in the Athenian heavens; the 
gorgeous tragedy and the luxuriant comedy,, so recently 
created, were now in full possesdon of the Athenian stage ; 
the dty was yet fresh from the hands of its creators — 
Perides and Phidias ; the fine arts were towering into their 
meridian altitude ; and about the period when Plato might 
be oonddered an adult smjvrisy that is, just four hundred 
and ten years before the birth of Christ, the Grecian intel- 
lect might be said to culminate in Athens. Any more 
favourable era for estimating tbe Greek character, cannot, 
we presume, be suggested. For, although personally there 
might be a brighter constellation gathered about Pericles, at 
a date twenty-five years antecedent to this era of Plato's 
maturity, still, as regarded the results upon the collective 
poptdace of Athens, that must have become most con- 
spicuous and palpable in the generation immediately suc- 
ceeding. The thoughtfulnesa impressed by the new theatre, 
the patriotic fervour generated by the administration of 
Pericles, must have revealed themselves most effectually 
after both causes had been operating through one entire 
generation. And Plato, who might have been kissed as an 
infant by Perides, but never couM have looked at that great 
man with an eye of intelligent admiration — to whose ear 
the name of Pericles must have sounded with the same 
echo from the past as that of Pitt to the young men of our 
British Reform Bill — could yet better appreciate the elevar 
tion which he had impressed upon the Athenian character 
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(han thostf who, as direct coevals of Fericlei^ could not gain 
a sufficient offing or << elongation" from his beams to appre- 
ciate his lustre. My inference is— that Plato, more even 
than Pericles, saw the consummation of the Athenian intel- 
lect, and witnessed more than Pericles himself the civilisa- 
tion wrought by Pericles. 

This consideration gives a value to every sentiment ex- 
pressed by Plato. The Greek mind was then more intensely 
Greek than at any subsequent period. After the period 
of Alexander, it fell under exotic influences— alien and 
Asiatic, regal and despotic. One hundred and fifty years 
more brought the country (i.e., Macedon as well as Greece) 
under the Roman yoke ; after which the true Grecian 
intellect never again spoke a natural or genial language. 
The originality of the Athenian mind had exhaled under 
the sense of constraint. But as yet, and throughout the life 
of Plato, Greece was essentially Grecian, and Athens radi- 
cally Athenian. 

With respect to those particular works of Plato which 
concern the constitution of governments, there is this special 
reascm for building upon tlhem any inferences as to the 
culture of Athenian society — ^tbat probably these are the 
roost direct emanations from the Platonic intellect, the most 
purely representative of Plata individually, and the most 
prolonged or sustained effort of his peculiar mind* It is 
customaiy to talk of a Platonic plulosophy as a coherent 
whole, that may be gathered by c<mcentration from his 
disjointed dialogues. My belief is, that no such systematic 
whole exists. Fragmentary views are all that remain in 
his works. The four minds, from whom we have received 
the nearest approximation to an orbicular system, or total 
body of philosophy, are those of Aristotle, of Des Cartes, of 
Leibnitz, and lastly » of Immanuel Kant All these men 
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have manifested an ambition to complete the cycle of ihesT 
philosophic apecnlations ; hat, for all that, not one of them 
has come near to his object How much less can any snch 
cyde or systematic whole be ascribed to Plato ! ' His dia- 
logaes are a succession of insulated essays, upon problems 
just then engaging the attention of thoughtful men in 
Greece. But we know not how much of these speculations 
may really belong to those interlocutors, into whose months 
so laige a proportion is thrown ; nor haye we any means 
of discriminating between such doctrines as were put 
forward by way of tentatiye ex|dorati<m8, or trials of dia- 
lectic adroitness, and on the other hand, such as Plato 
adopted in sincerity of heart, whether originated by his 
master or by himself. There is, .besides, a very awkward 
argument for suspending our fiedth in any one doctrine as 
rigorously Platonic. We are assured beforehand, that the 
intolerance of the Athenian people in the affair of Socrates, 
must have damped the speculating spirit in all philosophers 
who were not prepared to fly from Athens. It is no time 
to be prating as a philosophical free-thinker, when bigotry 
takes the shape of judicial persecution. That one cup 
of poison administered to Socrates, must have quenched 
the bold spirit of philosophy for 06nturie& This is a 
reasonable presumption. But the same argument takes 
another and a more self-confessing form in another feature 
of Plato*s writings ; viz., in lus affectation of a double 
doctrine — esoteric, the private and confidential form autho- 
rized by his final ratification ; and exoteric, which was but 
another name for impostures with which he duped those 
who might else have been calumniators. But what a world 
of falsehoods is wrapped up in this pretence ! First of all, 
what unreflecting levity to talk of this twofold doctrine as 
At all open to the human mind on questions taken gen»- 
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tally I Hcnr many pioblemB of a philomphio oatare 
be mentioiied, in which it wotild be at all ponihle to main- 
tain this doable enrrenty flowing coUateially, of truth abeo* 
lute and troth plaudUe f No eueh double view would be 
often avHilable under any poeailde iacrifice of troth. 
Secondly, if it w««, how thoroughly would that be to 
adopt and renew those theatrical pretences of the itinerant 
Sophifks, or encydopeddie hawkers of knowledge, whom 
elsewhere and so repeatedly, Plato, in tiie assumed person 
of Socrates, had oontemptuousLy exposed. Thirdly, in a 
pbiloBophy by no meana remarkable for its opulence in 
ideai^ which moyes at all (mly by its cumbrous superfluiiy 
of words (partly in disguise of which, under the forms of 
conversation, we believe the mode of dial(>gae to have been 
first adopted), how waa this double eaqienditure to be main^ 
tained % What tmifold contempt it impresses upon a man's 
ipoverty, where he himself forces it into public exposure by 
insisting on keeping up a double establishment in the town 
and in the oountiy, at the veiy moment that his utmost 
means are below the decent maintenance of one yery humble 
household! Or let the reader represent to himself the 
miserable eharlatcmerie of a gasconading secretacy affecting 
to place himself upon a level itith Csesar, by dictating to 
three amanuenses at once, when the slender restdt makes it 
painfully evident, that to have kept one moving in any 
respectable manner would have bankropted his resources. 
But, lastly, when this affectation la maintained of a double 
doctrine^ l^ what test is the futore student to distingaish 
the one from the other ? Never was there an instance in 
which vanity was more short-sighted. It would not be 
possible by any art or invention mote effectually to esctin- 
gnish our interest in a scheme of ph]Iosq)hy — by summarily 
esrtingniBhing all hope of ever aepaiating the ;tnie from the 
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false, the authentic from the spuTioua — ^than by Bendmg down 
to poBterily this claim to a secret meaning lurking behind a 
mask. If the key to the distinction between true and &lse 
|s sent down with the philosophy, then what purpose of 
concealment is attained 9 Who is it that is duped 9 On 
the other hand, if it is no^ sent down, what purpose of 
truth is attained 9 Who is it, then, that is not duped t 
And if Flato relied upon a confidential successor as the oral 
expounder of his secret meaning, how blind must he hay^ 
been to the course of human contingencies, who should not 
see that this tradition of explanation could not flow onwards 
through four successiye generations without inevitably 
suffering some fatal inteiruption ; after which, once let the 
chain be dropped, the links would never be recoverable, as, 
in effect, we now see to be the result No man can venture 
to say, amidst many blank contradictionB and startling in- 
isonsistencies, which it is that represents the genuine opinion 
of Plato ; which the ostensible opinion for evading a mo- 
mentary objection, or for opposition, or perhaps simply for 
prolonging the conversation. And, upon the whole, this 
one explosion of vanily, of hunger-bitten penury affecting 
the riotous superfluily of wealth — ^has done more to check 
the interest in Plato's opinions than all his mysticism and 
all his vagueness of purpose. In other philosophers, even 
in him who professedly adopted the rule of *^ q-Korurovr 
** darken ifour fnearm^" there is some chance of arriving at 
the real doctrine, because^ though hidden, it has unity of idea. 
But with a man who avows a purpose of double-dealing, to 
understand is, after all, the smallest part of your task. Hav* 
ing perhaps with difficulty framed a coherent construction 
for the passage, having with much pains entitled yourself 
to say, — << Now I comprehend," — ^nes^t comes the question, 
What i$ iit you comprehend? Why, perhaps a doctrine 



which the author secretly abjured ; in which he was mis- 
leading the world ; in which he put forward a fiUse opinion 
for the benefit of his own consistency, and for the sake of 
securing safety to those in which he revealed what he sup* 
posed to be the truth. 

There is, however, in the following political hypothesis 
of Plato, less real danger from this conflict of two mean- 
ings, than in those cases where he treated a great pre* 
existing problem of speculation. Here, from the practical 
nature of the problem, and its more ad libitum choice of 
topics, he was not forced upon those questions which, 
in a more formal theorem, he could not uniformly evade. 
But one difficully will always remain fbr the perpleziiy 
of the student — ^viz., in what point it was that Socrates 
had found it dangerous to tamper with the religion of 
Greece, if Plato could safely publish the free-thinking 
objections which are here avowed. In other respects, the 
Ideal Republic of Plato will surprise those who have con- 
nected with the very name of Plato a sort of starry eleva- 
tion, and a visionary dedication to what is pure. Of 
purity, in any relation, there will be found no traces : of 
visionariness, in the sense of ideas undefined, more than 
enough. 

BOOK THE VIBST* 

The First book of the Polity, or general form of Common* 
wealths, is occupied with a natural, but very unmethodical 
discussion of justice. Justice — as one of those original 
problems unattainable in solitary life, which drove men 
into social union, for the sake of winning by their collective 
forces that which else was inaccessible to individual efforts 
«— «honld naturally occupy the preliminary place in a sp9> 



t20 ^>LA10*S iKPDMJa 

eulatioii upon t^e poeedUe varieties of goreimment Aoooid- 
ingly, some later anthon^ like Mr. Godwin in his FoUHeal 
luMtiee, have transmuted the whole question as to fonna of 
aodal organization into a tramseendent questicni of Justioe ; 
and how it can be fairly distributed in reconcilement with 
tiie necessities of a practical administration or the general 
prqjudices of men. A state (a commonwealth, for example) 
is not simply a head or supremacy in relation to the other 
members of a political union; it is also itself a body 
amongst other co-equal bodies — one republio amongst other 
coordinate republics. War may happen to arise; taxation; 
and many other burdens. How are these to be distributed 
so as not to wound the fundamental principle of justioe 1 
They may be apportioned unequally. That would be inf- 
justice without a question. There may be scruples of con- 
sdenoe upon warj or upon contributicms to war. That would 
be a more questionable case ; but it would demand a oos^- 
'sideration, and must be brought into harmony with the 
general theory of justice. For the supreme problem in such 
a speculation seems to be this — ^how to draw the greatest 
amount of strength from civil union ; how to cany the 
powers of man to the greatest height of improTement, or to 
place him in the way of such improvement ; and lastly, to 
do all this in reconciliation with the least possible infringe- 
ment or suspension of man's individual rights. Under any 
view, therefore, of a commonwealth, nobody will object to 
ihe investigation of justice-*as a proper basis for the whole 
edifice. But the student is dissatisfied with this Platonic 
introduction — 1st, as being too casual and occasional, con- 
sequently as not prefiguring in its course the order of those 
speculations which are to fbllow ; 3dly, as too verbal and 
haiiHsplitthig ; Sdly, that it does not connect itsdf with 
^hat follows. It stands inert^ and usdessily hefare the 
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main duquliBltion as a aort of Taatibiila, but wa 'are not made 
to see any transition firom one to the other. 

Meantime^ the outline of this nominal introdootion is 
what follows i-^-'Socrates has receiired an inyitation to a 
dinner-party [Sforvov] from the son of Oephalus, a respect-* 
able citisen of Atiiens. This dtizen, whose sons are grown 
up, is naturally himself advanced in years ; and is led, 
therefore, reasonably to speak of old age. This he does in 
the tone of Cicero's Oato ; contending that, upon the whole, 
it is made burdensome only by men's vices. But the tbIos 
cf his testimony is somewhat lowered lyy the &ct^ that he 
is moderately wealthy ; and secondly (which is more im*' 
portant), that he is constitutionally moderate in his desires. 
Towards the dose of his remarks, he says something on 
the use of riches in protecting us from iigurious treatment*-<- 
whether of our own towards others, or of others towards us. 

This calls up Socrates, who takes occasion to put a gene^ 
ral question as to the nature and definition of ii\justice. 
Cephalus dedinea the further prosecution of the dialogue 
for himself, but devolves it on his son. Some of the usual 
Attic word-sparring follows— of which this may be taken 
as a specimen : — ^A definition having been given of justice 
in a tentative way by Socrates himseli^ as thouj^ it might 
be that quality which restores to every one what we knoif^ 
to be his own ; and the ddest son having adopted this da» 
finition as true^ Socrates then olgects the cases in whidi^ 
having borrowed a man's sword, we should be required 
ddiberatdy to replace it in the hands of the owner, knowing 
him to be mad An angry interruption takes place from 
one of the company called Thrasymachus. This is appeased 
by the obliging behaviour of Soerates. Bat it produces 
this e£foct upon what follows^ that^ in fieust^ from oneilluatra- 
iion adduced by this Thnfljmaehns^ the whole sabaeqaenl 
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disauaioii ariaeBi He, amongBt other arts whidi he aXkgea 
in evidence of hiB yiewB, dtes that of goveniment ; and 
by a confusion between mere municipal law and the moral 
law of univerBal obligation, he contends that in eveiy land 
that is just which promotes the interest or wishes of the 
goTeming power — be it king, nobles, or people as a body. 
Socrates opposes him by illustrations, such as Xenophon's 
Memorabilia have made fiunHiar to all the world, drawn 
firom the arts of cooks, shepherds, pilots, Ac ; and the 
book closes with a general defence of justice as requisite to 
the very existence of political states ; since without some 
trust reposed in each other, wars would be endless. It is 
also presumable, that man, if generally uiguiit, would be less 
prosperous — as enjoying less of favour from the gods ; and 
finally, that the mind, in a temper of iigustice, may be re- 
garded as diseased ; that it is less qualified for dischaigrng 
its natural functions ; and that thus, whether looking at 
bodies politic or individuals, the sum of happiness would 
be greatly dimiuiRhed, if injustice were allowed to prevail 



BOOK TflS SECOND. 

In the beginning of this Book, two brothers, CHauco and 
Adeiinantus, undertake the defence of iigustice ; but upon 
such arguments as have not even a colourable plausibility. 
They suppose the case that a man were possessed of the 
liog which conferred the privilege of invisibility ; a fiction 
so multiplied in modem fairy tales, but which in the barren 
legends of the Pagan world was confined to the ring of 
Gyges, Armed with this advantage, they contend that 
every man would be ui^ust. But this is change (mly as to 
fact. Next) however, they suppose a change still more 
monstrous ; vis., that moral distinctions should be so far 



oonfounded, to that a man, practising all ii^uslice, should 
pass for a man exquisitely just, and that a corresponding 
transfer of reputation should take place with regard to the 
just man* Under such circumstances, they contend that 
every man would hasten to be uigust ; and that the unjust 
would reap all the honours together with all the advantages 
of life. From all which tiiey infer two things — First, 
that iigustice is not valued for anything in its own nature 
or essence, but for its consequences ; and secondly, that it 
is a combination of the weak many against the few who 
happen to be strong, which has invested justice with so 
much splendour by means of written laws. It Be6ms 
strange that even for a momentary effect in conversation, 
such trivial sophistry as this eould aivaiL Because, if in 
order to represent justice and iigustioe as masquerading 
amongst men, and losing their customary effects, or losing 
their corresponding impressions upon men's feelings, it is 
necessary first of aU to suppose the whole realities of life 
confounded, and fantastic impossibilities established, no 
result at all from such premises could be worthy of atten- 
tion ; and, after all, the particular result supposed does not 
militate in any reaipeet against the received notions as to 
moral distinctions. Injustice might certainly pass for 
justice ; and as a second case, iigustice, having a bribe 
attached to it, might blind the moral sense to its true 
proportions of evil But that will not prove that iigustice 
can ever fascinate as iigustice (for in the case BU{^)08ed 
it prospers as bribery) ; or again, that it will ever prosper 
as regards its effects in that undisguised manifestation* 
If, to win upon men's esteem, it must privately wear 
the mask of justice ; or if, to win upon men's practice, 
it must previously connect itself with artificial bounties of 
bonour and preferment — all this is but another way of 
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pttmiSmidng 901 tfoiogj fm j^^ Itisagreedds^haweter, 
to fiiidi ibaA theoe bwroi specmltttioDa are booh made to 
lead into qinQBtdotw more direetlj pertiiient to the ccmstita* 
tiou of bodies politic. Soemtee obeenrea thaA hag^ modeM 
foe beet fittod to exhibit the oovm of $aaj aotion or proeen; 
imd thevefoie he shiflB the fidd of illmtralioii from the 
individual man, anned or aot with the ring of Gygas, to 
Tegular o(»iunonvealth8 ] in wbidi it i^ and in their icla^ 
tioae to other conunonweaUha or to their own internal 
pArtSy that he propoaea to anawer these wild aophiams cm 
the aulQect of justice aa a moral obligation. 

Socrates lays the original foundation of all politioaL states 
in Want or redprooal neeessity. And of human neoessiij 
the very primal shape is that which rogaxda oor livelihood; 
Here it ia interesting to notice what ia the mmkmiM whidb 
Plato assumes for the ** outfit " (aocording to onr parlia* 
mentajy term) of aocial life. We modema, for the moonii 
ing a cdony or other sooial eatablishment^ are obligod gena< 
rally to assume five heads of expenditure ; vi«., 1. food ; 
3. shelter, or housing ; 3. dothing ; 4. warmth (or Aid) ; 
6* light But the two laat we owe to oor eoldar dimate^ 
and (which ia a conaequenoeof that) to our &r more unequal 
distribution of daylight Aa the ancienta knew nothing of 
wr very abort days^ ao^ on the other hand, they knew 
nothing, it is true, of our vecy long onea; and at first sight 
it might seem aa if the one balanced the other. Butit ianot 
ao; suniiaa and annaet were far more nearly for the andenti, 
than thny ever ean be fbr nationa in higher latitude^ coin* 
ddent with the periods of retiring to rest and riaing ; and 
thua it was that they obtained another advantagfr^that of 
evading much call for fiieL Ndther artifipial Ught nor 
artificial heat, waa much needed in andent timest Hot 
dimates, often more than cold ones^ require (it ia true) 
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furtifidal heat after scmset Bat thB audent* Greeks anct 
Bomana, therefore hfinUmi nations leaa refinody were in bed 
by sunset during the periods of their early simpUcity, that: 
is, during the periods of their poverty » The total expense 
in fuel amongst the Greeks, was upon a scale suited to ages 
in which fossil coal was an unknown staff of life ; it waa 
ao more than met the simple demands of cookeiy, and of 
severe winters; these, it is true, even in Spain, nay, in Syria, 
Sire sometimes accompanied with heavy storms of snow.* 
But, on the other hand, the winters, if severe at times, are 
brief; and even so far north in Italy as Milan, the season of 
genial spring, and of luxuriant flowers, often commences in 
Februaiy. In contrast with our five requisitions of northern 
latitudes, which, as implying a higher (because a more^ 
provident) scale of existence, have a philosophic value, it is 
interesting to find Plato, under the person of Socrates, 
requiring only three ; vie., food, clothes, and lodging. 
The arts, therefore, which he presumes requisite for esta- 
blishing a state, are four : one occupied with the culture of 
the ground; one with the buildiog of habitations; and 
two, ministerial to the adorning, or at least to the protect- 
ing, of the person. The ploughman before all others for 
our food ; in the second rank, the mason for raising dwell* 
ing-houses ; and, in the last place, the weaver, combined 
with theshoemaker,forthemanu&cturing our dress. These 
four artist^ says Plato, are the very vwaimvm estabUshment. 
on which a diy or a colony can begin to move. But a very 
few steps will bring us, he remarks, to acall for further arts;: 
in particulsr, it will soon be found that it is a sad waste of 
tune for any of the four ahready mentioned to be interrupted 



* Btormi ofnuw .^— For an insiMioe of a very eritioal fell of snow 
Bear Jermalem. not lop/r bofm oar Savioor't tJEme, too Jotephua 
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by the neoeBdly of making thdr seyeral tools and implementflL 
A fifth artist will therefore be found necessary, in the chaN 
acter of tool-maker, in oonunon with all the rest A Bizt& 
and a seventh will soon be called for, in the character of 
shepherds and herdsmen ; for if sheep and oxen are not 
indispensable as food, they are so as furnishing the leather 
required by the shoemaker. And lastly, merchants, for 
the purpose of exporting the surplus products, and of im- 
porting such as are defective, together with resident retaUers 
of all articles in househ<Ad use, are contemplated as com- 
pleting the establishment The gradual accession of luxuries 
in eveiy class is next presumed as what would follow in 
general, but would not be allowed in Plato's republic ; and 
as the increase of population will require additional territory 
(though it is an overnght not to have assigned from the first 
the quantity of soil occupied, and the circumstances of 
position in regard to neighbours), this will make an opening 
for war ; and that again for a regular class of men dedicated 
to the arts of attack and defence. It is singular that 
Fhito should thus arbitrarily lay Mb ground of war in 
aggressive principles j because, if he assumed his territory 
spacious enough, and the expansion of population as slow 
as it really was in Greece, the case in which he finally 
plants his necessily for war might not occur until the new 
state should be rich enough to find, in the difficulty 
supposed, a case for throwing off colonies, rather than for 
unprovoked attacks on neighbouring states. It is remark- 
able, however, that Plato, a pagan writer, makes war a 
subsequent and ministerial phenomenon in civil societies -, 
whereas Hobbes, nominally a Christian, makes the belli- 
gorent condition to be that transcendent and original 
condition of man out of which society itself arose. 

War, however, has begun ; and soldiers^ as a mercenary 
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eiaas, are henceforwarde required. Upon which Plato un- 
folda his ideas as to the proper quaUfications of a soldier. 
Of course he insists upon courage, athletic powers of body 
in general (qualificationB so preeminently required before 
the invention of fire-arms*), and especially upon the power 
of speed and agility. But it is singular, that in describing 
the temperament likely to argue courage, he insists upon 
irascibility ; whereas, with far more truth of philosophy, his 
pupil Aristotle, in after years, speaks contemptuously of all 
courage founded upon anger, as generally spurious in its 
nature, and liable to the same suspicion as that which is 
founded upon intoxication. 

It is upon this occasion, and in connexion with the edu- 
cation of this state soldiery, as a professional dass needing 
to be trained expressly for a life of adventurous service and 
of hardship, that Flato introduces his celebrated doctrine 
imputing mischievous &lsehood to the poets. The my- 
thology of paganism, it is needless to say, represented the 
gods under eharacters the most hideous and disgusting. But 
the main circumstances in these representations, according 
to Plato, are mere fictions of Hesiod and of Homer. Strange, 
indeed, that Plato should ascribe to any poets whatever, so 
prodigious a power as that of having created a national 
religion, for the religion of paganism was not something 
independent of the mythology. It was wholly involved in 
the mythology. Take away the mythologic legends, and you 
take away all the objects of worship. The characteristics 

^ ♦ *• ^tre-amw;"— It is very true that the esfiential principle dis- 
tinguishing fire-aims, ria., their application to distafU warfare, mak- 
ing men independent of personal strength, was found in slingers and 
archers. Bat these arms of the martial serrioe were always in some 
disrepute throughout Greece ; even Hercules (in the Bare. Furent) 
is described bj Euripides as subject to ridicule and reproach fioiq 
IgrcQS, his enemy, on account of hia havmg resorted to archery. 
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by which lotona is dirtingoiihed from Oere% Apollo from 
Mereuiy, Diana from Minervai Hebe from Aiixoia^ aO 
yaiuBhi and leaye mere nonentities^ if the tradiUoDal cfa^ 
cnmsfamces of their theogiaaj and histozy axe hdd aside as 
Abnlous. Beadei^ if this oonld be siirmounted, mi if 
Hato ooold acoount for all tiie tribes of B>Uss haying 
adopted what he sappoaes to be the reyeries of two solitsiy 
poets, how oonld he account for the general agreement in 
these traditions of other distant nations, who neyer heaid 
80 much as the names of the two Greek poets, nor eould 
haye read them if they had ) The whole speculation is 
like too many in Plato— without a shadow of ooherenoy ; 
and at eyeiy angle presenting some fresh incongruity. The 
fact really was, that the human intellect had been for some 
time outgrowing its foul religions ; damoronsly it began to 
demand some change ; but how little it was able to effect 
that change for itself, is eyident from no example morethaii 
that of Plato ; for he, whilst dismissing as fables some of 
the grosser monstrosities which the pagan Pantheon offered, 
loaded in effect that deity, whom he made a concurrent 
party to his own schemes for man, with yile qualitiefl^ quite 
as degrading as any which he remoyed ; and in effect so 
much the worse, as regarded the result, because, waotmg 
the childish monstrosities of the mytholo^c legends, they 
had no benefit from any allegoric interpretations in the 
background. Thus cruelty and sensuality, if they happen to 
fall in with this pagan philosopher's notions of state utility, 
instantly assume a place in his theories ; and thence is 
transferred upon the deities, who are supposed to sanction 
this ^stem, a fix deeper taint of moral pollution than that 
which, being eonnected with extrayagant mt/thiy might 
proyoke an enlightened mind to Reject it with incredulity, 
or to accept it as purely lymbolic Meantime^ it is 19* 
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mieirkable that Flato should connect this reform in educatton 
flpecially with his soldiers ; and still more so, when we 
nndeiBtand his reason. It waa apparently on two groonds 
that he fancied the pagan superstitions injurious to a claes 
of men whom it was important to keep clear of panics. 
First, on an argument derived from the Hades of the poets, 
flato believed the modes of punishment esihibited by these 
poets to be too alarming, and likely to check by intimida- 
tion that career of violence which apparently he thiite 
requisite in a soldier. Surely he might have spared his 
anxiety ; for i^ in any quarter of its barren superstitions, 
paganism betrayed its impoverished fimcy, it was in its 
pictures of Tartarus, where, besides that the forms of punish- 
ment are^ 1^, so scanty, and applied only to monstrous 
offences ; 2(f, so ludicrous, they are, 3d, all of them ineffectual 
for terror, were it only by the general impression conveyed 
that they are allegoric, and meant to be allegoric Sec(mdly, 
Plato seems to have had in his thoughts those panic teiTors 
which sometimes arose from the belief that superior beings 
suddenly revealed themselves in sbange shapes ;— both in 
Koman and Gredan experience, these fiimcied revelations, 
like the Christian. reveBition of St. lago to the Spanish host^ 
had produced unexpected victories, but also unexpected 
flights. He argues, accordingly, against the possibility of 
a god adopting any metamorphosis ; but upon the weak 
dialectic argument, weaker than a cobweb to any supersti- 
tious heart, that a celestial being would not leave a better 
state for a worse. How visionary to suppose that any 
mind previously inclined to shadowy terrors, and under the 
operation of solitude, of awful silence;, and of wild grotesque 
scenery in fbrests or mountains, would be charmed into 
midden courage by an d priori little conundrum of the logic 
mhod ! Oh ! philosqpher, placed Ij the side of a simple- 
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hearted honeet nutao, what a fool doet thoa appear 1 
And after all, if sach evils arose from familiarity with the 
poetl^ and on that aoeonnt the aoldieiy was to be secluded 
fiom all sach reading — ^how were thej to be saved firom the 
contagion of general convenAtion with their feUow-citijEens ? 
Or, again, on foreign expeditions^ how were they to be 
seqnestei^ from such traditions as were generally coiient^ 
and were eveiywhere made the sulgect of festal redtationfl^ 
or prelections^ or of national music ) 

In the midst of these impracticable sdUdtudes for the 
wel&re of his soldiers, Plato does not overlook the proba- 
bilily that men trained to violence may mutiny, and (being 
oonsdously the sole depositaries of the public weapons and 
BJaXlf as well as originally selected for superior promise of 
strength) may happen to combine, and to turn their arms 
egainst their feUow-dtisens. It is painful to see so grave 
a danger dismissed so carelessly — tantamne rem tarn negli- 
genier f The sole provision which Plato makes against the 
formidable danger, is by moral precepts, impressing on the 
soldier kindness and affability to those whom it was his 
professional mission to protect But such mere sanctions 
of decorum or usage — how weak must they be found to 
protect any institution merely human, against a strong 
interest moving in an adverse direction I The institutions 
of Bomulus, in a simple and credulous age, had the conse- 
cration (if imaginary, yet, beyond ^a doubt, universally be- 
lieved) of heaven itself; — a real sanctity guarded the 
institutions of Bome, which yet rocked and quaked for 
centuries under the conflicting interests of the citizens. But 
a philosopher's republic, in an age of philosophy and free- 
thinking, must repose upon human securities. Show any 
oirder of men a strong change setting in upon the current 
of their civil interests^ and they will soon be led to see a 
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corresponding change in their duties ; — ^not to mention that 
the sense of duty must be weak at all times amongst men 
whom Flato supposes expressly trained to acts of yiolenoe, 
whom he seeks to wean from the compunctious scruples of 
religion, and whose very service and profession had its first 
origin in acknowledged rapacity. Thus, by express institu- 
tion of Plato, and by his own forecasting, had the soldiery 
arisen* Thus had the storm been called up ; and it would be 
too late to bid it wheel this way or that, after its power had 
been consciously developed, and the principles which should 
control this power were found to be nothing more than the 
ancient intentions of a theoretic founder, or the particular 
interests of a favoured class. Beades, it will be seen further 
on, that the soldiers are placed under peculiar disadvantages 
<— they are to possess nothing ; and thus, in addition to the 
strong temptation of conscious power, they are furnished 
jtrith a second temptation in their painful poverty, contrasted 
with the comparative wealth of the cowardly citizens whom 
they protect ; and finally, with a third temptation (which 
also furnished an excuse), in the feeling that they are an 
injured class. 

EOOK THE THIBD. 

Plato is neither methodic nor systematic ; he has neither 
that sort of order which respects the connexion of what he 
teaches as a thing to be understood, nor that which respects 
its connexion as a thing which is to be realized-^neither 
that which concerns the ratio cogvMoendi (to adopt a great 
distinction revived by Leibnitz from the schoolmen), nor that^ 
on the other hand, which regards the ratio euendi. This 
last neglect he could not have designed ; the other perhaps 
he did. And the very form of dialogue or conversations 
was probably adopted to intimate as much. Be that as it 
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m^, we look in Tib fixr injBiiohdittribatioiiof tfaeflaljeol 
M ahould Juitify the modem diTMon into wpitate boolai 
Tiie loose order of ooUoqoial diiciifleiQii, loinetimeB going 
back, lODietimes leaping forwaid with impatiflnt antidp*- 
tion, and then again anzioudj ramming a topic inraf- 
fidenily examined — inch ia the law of aaooeanon by which 
the general theme is slowly advanoed, and its paiticalar 
heads axe caaoally unfolded. 

Aooordingly, in this third book, the satj ect of the soldiery 
is resumed ; and the proper edncafeian for that main oohonn 
of the state, on which its very eodstenee is openfy fomidedi 
engages the more circomstantial attention of Flato. Hie 
leading olgect k^ in Tiew, as regards the mental disdpliiM^ 
is to brace the mind against ter. And here^ igun, Plato 
eomes back upon the poets, whom he taxes with arts of 
emasculation, in reference to the hardy courage which his 
system demands. He distributes the poets into the two 
great classes of nanatiTe and dramatic ; those who speak 
directly in their own person, like Homer ;* and those who 
utter th^ir sentiments as ventriloquists, throwing their Tolce 
first upon this character of a drama, next upon that. It is 
difficult to see what purpose Plato had in this distribution ; 
but it is highly interesting to us of this day, because we 
might otherwise have fsappoued that, upon a point of deli- 
cacy, Plato had forborne to involve in his censure of ibb 
poets that body of great dramatists, so recently drawn into 
existence, and of whom two at least (Euripides and Aristo- 
phanes) were in part of their lives contemporary with himself. 
He does, however, expressly notice them ; and, what is more 

* Bat how Uko Homer? Homer, and moot other clasaical nana- 
dve poets, moye indifferently (and perhaps eqaally), by interohange 
of ipeeches, sometimes colloquial and gossiping, sometimes stated 
and hanuigobg. Flato foigets hit Homer. 



to the purposoy he uppUee to them bla hearieet oeoBure ; 
though on whftt piinciple ia iomewhat obacure. The nO" 
minal reason for hia anger i»-«4hftt they proceed by mean* 
of imitation ; and that even mimetically to i^reaent wonuiB 
haa the effect of tranaftising effenuna<gr, by eome unexplained 
procen, into the mannen of the imitator. S<m really thie 
at the best would be too fantaettei But when we reflect 
on the great tragic poeta of Qreece^ and oonaider tbat in 
the midst of pagan daikneie the ooily raya of moral light 
are to be found in theic, and that Uiltony almost a bigot> 
aa being a Puritan, yet with tbat exalted standard of 
scriptural truth which he carried for ever in his mind, refera 
to these poets, and the great theatre which they founded^ 
for the next beat thing to Ghriatian teacbing-^-we feel our 
hearts alienated . from Plato. But when we also contraat 
with this Greek acenical morality,and ita oooaaional elcTatioo, 
the brutal, sensual, and cruel prindples which we eouatantly 
find in Plato himself (more frequently, indeed, and more 
outrageously, than in any other pagan author of eminence), 
it cannot be thought unreasonable that our alienatkm 
should amount to disgust. Euripides waa truly a great man^ 
atruggling for a higher light than he could find* Plato waa 
a thorough Greek, aatisfied, so far aa ethics were concerned^ 
with the light which exiated, nor dreaming of anything 
higher. And, with reapect to the Greek religion, Duripidea 
forestalled, by twenty years, all that Plato haa aaid ; we ha^e 
lus words to this day, and they are much more impreeaiye 
than Plato'a ; and probably* theae veiy words of Boripidea 

* JPrdbMy :^moTe than prooably, I fear: Plato, It may Va wU- 
pected, cultiyated the arts of petty larceny to an extent that was far 
from philosophic. I said nothingy but winked at hia dishoneatj, wktf 
some pages back he thought proper to charge vpoo Homer and 
Hosiod the monstrous forgery of Jupiter Optimna Maximus, and all 
k2 
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fint BOggOBted to Plato the doctrine which he so malidoosljr 

directs in this place against the yerj poets as a body, who^ 

through one of their number, first gave currency to such a 

bold speculatiiony and first tried as enfatu perdtu (or the i 

leaders of a forlorn hope), whether the timid superstition 

ef the Athenians, and the fimatidsm founded on their fear, 

would tolerate such innovationa 

After this second sentence of exile against the poeta-^ 
which we cannot but secretly trace to the jealousy of Fkto, 
armed against that section of the Athenian lUerati most in 
the public flavour — ^we are carried forward to the music of 
the Greeks. The soldieiy are exduded from all acquaint- 
ance with any but the austeier modes. But as this is a 
subject still nqrsterious even to those who come armed with 
the knowledge of music as a science, and as no more than - 
a general caution is given, this topic is not (me of those 
which we are called on to discuss. 

So slight was the Grecian drcuit of education, and 
especially where mathematics happened to be excluded, that 
poetry and music apparently bound the practical encydo- 
psedia of Plato. From the mind, therefore, he passes to 
the physical education. And here we find two leading 
cautions, of which one^ at least, is built on more accurate 
observation of medical truths than we should have expected 
in the age of Plato. The first will, perhaps, not much 
strike the reader, for it expresses only the stem iigimction 
upon every soldier of that temperance as to strong liquors, 
which in our days has descended (with what permanence 

Olympus, nothing less (jf the reader will belieye me) than the whole 
Pantheon* Bnt in fiict that charge was fraudulently appropriated by 
Plato from a better man, lis., Herodotus, who most have been fifty 
years older than the philosopher. And now at this point again wo 
find the philosopher filching fitxn Enripidea ! 
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we fbar to ask) amongst the veiy lowest and moat auffering 
of human beings. It is, however, oreditable to Plato, that 
he should have perceived the mischievous operation of 
inebriation upon the health and strength ; for in his age^ 
the evil of sach a practice was chiefly thrown upon its 
moral effects, — ^the indecorums which it caused, the quarrels, 
the murderous contests, the lasting alienations, and the 
perilous breaches of confidence. There was little general 
sense of anj evil in wine as a rdazer of the bodily i^ystem j 
as, on the other hand, neither then nor in our days is there 
any just appreciation of the subsidiary benefits which some* 
times arise firom strong liquors, or at least the clamorous call 
for such liquors in cold climates where the diet is cold and 
watery. Edmund Burke, as we remember, in his enlarged 
wisdom, did not overlook this case ; we individually have 
seen too large a series of cases to doubt the fact — ^that in 
vast dtiee^ wherever the diet of poor families happens to be 
thrown too much upon mere watery bvoths,. it is a pure 
instinct of nature, and often a very salutary instinct, which 
forces them into a compensatory stimulus of alcohoL The 
same natural instinct for strong liquor as a partial relief^ is 
said to be prompted by scrofula. In a Grecian dimate, 
and with a limited population, this anomalous use of wine 
was not requisite ; and for the soldiery, eigoying a select 
diet, it could least of all be needful Plato shows his discre- 
tion, therefore, as well as the accuracy of his observation, 
in forbidding it For he notices one effect which invariably 
follows from the addiction to strong liquors, even where as 
yet they have not mastered the constitutional vigour ; viz., 
their tendency to produce a morbid sensibility to cold. We 
ourselves have seen a large party of stout men travelling on 
a morning of intense severity. Amongst the whole number, 
eight or nine, there were two only who did not occasionally 
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ihe^sdd; and tkaMlwo^oiM being W.WoTcliwarQi,wer«tlm 
sole water-drinlran of the pw^. The otter owitioQi of Flato 
■hows even more aceomi^ of afttentm; mi it ii eomplelely 
vwiiled by modem ezperieiiee. He 10 ttatundlj enxLoua tiuil 
ihe diet of the soldiery flhoold be simple end wboleaonia Kow 
it wae almost eeitain that those who reflected on the final 
object he had in Tiew, would at once interpiet hia QMaiUAg 
as pointing to the diet of professioaal athletea, Ihfae men 
Ibr Greece were the ibrerannen of the Roman gladiators i 
as the Greek hippodrome bisected itself into the Soman 
cxrens and ami^theatre. And as Flato'a oldeot was to 
eecnro the means of nnusoal strengthy what more natojal 
than to eonsnlt the experience of those who^ having long 
had the veiy same end, must by this time ha?e accnmulated 
a large sdenoe of the appropriate means ) Now» on closer 
examination, Plato peroeived that the end was n^ the 
same. The gladiatorial sohook had before them aome day, 
weU known and immutable^ of pnbfio festiYities and game^ 
against which they were to prepare their maximum of bodfly 
power. By the modem and by tbe ancient qratem of train- 
ing, it is notorious that this pnpamtory discipline can be 
calculated to a nicety. When the << ivaoj *' was in favour 
amongst ourselves^ the pugilist, alter entering into any 
legal engagement, under strong penalties, to fight on a df^ 
assigned, went into training about six weeks preyioudy ; 
and by the appointed time he had, through diet, exereisQ, 
sleep, all nicely a4justed to the roles of thia diseipJIaf, 
brought up his muscular strength and his winct to the 
summit of what his constitution allowed. Now, certainly, 
in a general view, the purpose of the Platonic soldier was 
the same, but with this important difference-^that his 
fighting condition was needed not on one or two days con- 
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aecutiTtlf , hat on many dayi, and not againat a day j^nsor 
tiiallj aaaigiiable, bat againsfc a aeaaon or period perhaiMi of 
inonthB, quite indeterminate aa to its begfaming, end, or 
duration. This one differance nude the whole differmee ; 
for both andent and modem training concur in theae twp 
remarkable faeta-^^lst, That a condition of physical power 
thuB preteraatnrally produced cannot be maintainedy but 
that uniformly a rapid relapse follows down to a condition 
of debility. Like the stone of Siqrphu8» tiie more painfully 
and with unnatural effort a resisting object has been rolled 
up to a high summit, with so much the more thundering 
violenee does it run back. The state was too intense not 
to be succeeded by sudden recoil. 2dly, It has been found 
that these spasms of pretematnral tension are not witibiout 
danger; apoplexies, ruptures of large Uood-veseeki^ and 
other B^odes of sudden death, are apt to follow from the 
perilous tamp^:ing with the ^quisite maebineiy of natuxa 
This also had been the ezpeiienee of Qreeoe. Time, as a 
great element in all powerful ohanges, must be allowed 
in order to secure their saftty. Plato^ therefore, lays 
down as a great law for the phyncal diacipline, that in 
no part d its dements, whether diel^ exercise, abstinenos, 
or gymnastic feats of strength and address, shall the ritual 
for the soldiers borrow anything from the schools of the 
aMetof, 

In the remaining part of this Book, we have some organic 
arrangements proposed. First, as to the local situation-^a 
strcmg militaiy position is requisite for the soldiecy, and 
ground must therefore be selected originally which offers 
this advantage* The position is to be such a3 may at 
once resist a foreign enemy and command th0 other €rtlcn 
in the itate. Upon this ground, a body of lodgings is to 
he built ; and in these lodgings a siogle regard is prescribed 
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to the pnipofle in view. Direct utility and conyenienoe^ 
without oetentatioii, are to pradde in the distribution of 
the parts and in the architectural style; the buildings 
are^ in iact^ to unite at once the uses of a barrack and a 
fortress. 

. Nezt^ as this fortpess, distinct from the other parts of 
the dly, when connected with armsy and the use of anns, 
and regular discipline, and select qualities of body, cannot 
but throw vast power into the hands of the soldiery, so 
that from being guaidians of the dty (as by direct title they 
are) they might easily become its oppressors and pillagers, 
universally the soldiers are to be inci^ble by law of hold- 
ing any property whatever, without regard to quality, 
without r^;ard to tenure. They can inherit nothing ; they 
can possess nothing ; neither gold nor silver, metals which 
must not even find an entrance into their dwellings under 
any pretence of custody ; nor land ; nor any other article ; 
nor, finally, mnst they exercise a trade. 

Thirdly, ihe administration of aflsdn^ the executive 
power, and the supreme rank, are vested in the persons of 
the highest military officers — ^those who rise to that station 
by seniority and by extraordinaiy merit. This is very 
vaguely developed; but enough exists to show that the 
form of polity would be a martial aristocracy, a qualified 
" stratocracy.** In this state, it is not so much true that 
an opening or a temptation is exposed to a martial tyranny, 
as that, in fact, such a tyranny is planted and rooted 
from the first with all the orgaas of administration at it9 
disposal 

Lastly, in what way is the succession to be regulated 
through the several ranks and functions of the state ? Not 
exactly, or under positive settlement, by castea^ or an Egyp- 
tian succession of a son to his. fathers trade, &c. This is 
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deaounoed in the sense of an nnconditional or nnbending 
system ; for it is admitted that fathers of talent may have 
incompetent sons, and stupid fathers may have sons of 
brilliant promise. But, on the whole, it seems to be 
assumed that, amongst the highest, or martial order, the 
care dedicated to the selection of the parents will insure, 
children of similar excellence, 

" Fortes creantar fortilms et bonis," 

and that amongst the artisans one average level of medi- 
ocrity will usually previdl ; in which case, the advantage of 
personal training to the art, under a domestic tutor who 
never leaves him, must give such a bias to the children of 
the citizens for their several pursuits, as will justify the 
prindple of hereditary succession. StiH, in any case where 
this expectation fails, a door is constantly kept open for 
meeting any unusual indication of nature, by corresponding 
changes in the destiny of the young people. Nature, there- 
fore, in the last resort, will regulate the succession, since 
the law interposes no fiirtiier tiian in confirmation of tiiat 
order in the succeadon which it is presumed that nature 
will have settled by dear expressions of fitness. But in 
whatever case nature indicates determinately some different 
predisposition in the individual, then the law gives way ; 
for, says Plato, with emphasis, << The paramount object in 
my commonwealth is — ^that every human creature should 
find his proper levels and every man settle into that place 
for which his natural qualities have fitted him." 

BOOK THB TOUBTE, 

These last words are not a mere flourish of rhetoria It 
is^ according to Flato*s view, the very distinguishing feature 
in his polity, that each man occupies his own natural placa 
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A^wyrdlnglyy it is Qm boaiiMfli of thig Book to ivroar that 
vieir \xy a aort of fiNuaM analofsy botwoea whsA we in 
modem tunea oall the four cardinal virtue^ and the four 
capital varietiea of atate poU^, and also between tbeee 
virtoea and the oonatituent ordeia in a eommiuuty. This, 
however, may be kx^ked upon aa no step in advance towarda 
the development of his own BepubUc^ but xather aa a halt 
for the purpose of looking back upon what has been already 
developed. 

The cardinal virtuesi aa we see them adopted nearly four 
hundred years after Plato by Cicero, axe prudence, fortitude, 
temperance, and justice. The first will find Its illustration, 
according to Plato, in the governing part of a state ; the 
second in the defending part, or the miliary ; the third in 
the relation between aU the parts j but the fourth has its 
essence in assigning to every individual, and to every order, 
the appropriate right, whether that be property, duty, 
function, or rank. Other states, therefore, present some 
analogy to the three first virtuo^ according to the predo- 
minant ol\ject which they pursue. But his own, as Plato 
contends, is a model analogous to the very highest of the 
virtues, or justice j for that in this state only the object is 
kept up, as a transcendent object, of suffering no man to 
assume functions by mere inheritance, but to every indi- 
vidual assigning that office and station for which nature 
seems to have prepared his qualifications. 

This principle, so broadly expressed, would seem to r^ 
quire more frequent disturbances in the series of hereditary 
employments than Plato had contemplated in his last Book. 
Accordingly, he again acknowledges the importance of 
vigilantly reviewing the several qualifications of the citiaens. 
'£he rest of the book ia duefiy occupied with a psychological 
inquiry into a problem sometimes discussed in modern 



times (but thoroiiglily alien to the political pEDblem of 
Plato)^ vk.) wbether, upon dividing the internal coii8titu« 
tioQ ^ maa into three elemente — the irasdMe |>afidons, the 
appetites of deaiie, and the tational piindple — ^we are 
wairanted in supposing three separate substances or hypo^ 
stases in the human -system, or merely three separate o£%ces of 
Some common substance : whether, in short, these differences 
are oiganio, or simply functional But, besides that the 
discussion is both obscure and conducted by scholastic hair^ 
splitting, it has too slight a rdation to the main theme before 
us to justify cm digressing for what is so little interesting. 

BOOK THB SIFTA. 

At this poiat d the conyersation, Adeimantua^ at the 
suggestion of another person, recalls Socrates to the oon^ 
sideration of that foul blot upon his theory which eoncema 
the matrimonial connexions of the army. Kot only were 
these to cottimence in a principle of immitigated sensuality 
-'-^selectioii of wires by public, not by individual choice^ 
and with a single reference to physical qualities of strength, 
size, agility — ^but, which riveted the brutal tond^des of 
such a law, the wives, if wives they could be called^ and 
the children that might arise from sudi promiscuous con<« 
nexions, were to be held the common property of the order. 
Xies of af^ropriation, links ci aflectikm to this woman 
or to that child, were forbidden as a species of treason ; 
and if (as in rare cases might happen) after all they should 
arise, the parties to such holy, but, Flatonioally speaking, 
such crimiaal feding% nmst conceal them from all the 
world-^^must eherish them as a secret cancer at ik% hearty 
(IT as a martyrdom repeated in every hour. We represent 
nuodages under the beautiful idea of unions. Butthes* 

I»— VIII 



3iS PJJLT0*8 BEFp^Iia: 

Platonic marriagee would be tbo foulest publication of ib» 
nuptial jsanctitiea. We call them eelf-dedicatipus of one 
human creature to another, Ihzough the one scje means l^j 
vhich vataxn has made H piwtbfe for any exduiivQ dedica- 
tion to be effected. But these Flat(mic marria^ would be 
a daily renovation of disloyalty, revolt, and mutual objura- 
tion. We, from human society, transfer a reflex of huii3ian> 
charities upon inferior natures, when we. see th^ roenieer,: 
for instance, gathering not into herds like their larger 
«nd more animal brethren, the fallow-Hieer or the red*-, 
deer, but into families — two: parents everywhexe foUov^: 
by their own &wn8^ loving and beloved. Plato, from the 
brutal world, and from that aspect of the brutal world in 
which it is most brutal, transfers a feature of savage gre- 
gariousness which would ultimately disorganize as much. as 
it would immediately degradie. In £aet, the mere feuds of 
jealousy, frantic hatred, and competitions of authority, 
growing out of s^ch an institution, would break up the 
cohesion of Plato's r^ublic within ^ single year. We all; 
IpiOw of such institutions as actually realized \ 090 case of. 
^imer ages is recorded by Caas^, Strabo, &c ; imolber of 
the ptesent day eidsts amongst the ranges of the Himalaya, 
and has been brought by the course of our growing empire 
within British control . But they are, and have been, con-, 
nected with the nciost abject condition. in other respects ;< 
and probably it would be found, if such societies were not ' 
merely traiversed by the glasses of philosophers in one stage^t 
of their -existence, but steadily watched through a succession^ 
of generations, that it is their very necessity rapidly tO: 
decay« either by absorption into more powerful societies^: 
l^nilt on sounder principles, pr by inevitable self-extinction. 
Certain it is, that a society so constituted through all its, 
orders, could breed no conservative jor rienovating impubei^' 



irinoe all motiyes of sliame, glory, e^uktioti, .iRoi^d open^i;^ 
upon a system untuned, or pitched in a faif lower Isfijp 
wherever sexual love and the tenderness of exeliisiye.pie^ 
ferenoes were forbidden by law. 

Adeimantus, by thus calling for a reyisioti of a jifrineiplQ 
^ revoltingi impersonates to the reader his own feelings.: 
He, like the young Athenian, is anxious to find himself io^ 
sympathy with one reputed to 1;i!e so great a philosopher; 
or, at least, he Is unwilling to suppose himself so iinmeasur-t 
ably removed from sympathy. Still less can he concede,. 
Of even suspend, his own principles in a ^oint which d6e» 
not concern taste, or refinement of feeling, or transitory 
modes of decorum, or eVen political interests; in all thesa 
points, however rudely, shocked, he would, in modesti 
submission to a great name, have consented to suppose 
himself wrong. But this scruple belongs to no such faculty^ 
of taste^; or judgment, or reasoning ; it belongs to the 
prim^: conscience. It belongs to a r^on in whi(^ no, 
hypothetic gumptions for the sake of argument, no provi-1 
sioniEil concessions, no neutralizing compromises are evel 
possible. By two tests is man raised above the brutes i 
Ist, As a being capable of religion (which presupposes him 
a being endowed with reason) ; 2dly, As a being oapablej 
of marriage. And effectually both capacities are thus far 
defeated by Plato — ^that both have a worm, a principle gf 
corrosion, introduced iato their several tenures. : He does 
not, indeed, formally destroy religion ; he supposes himself 
even to purify it ; but by tearing away as impostures those' 
l^nda in which, for a pagan, the eflfectual truth of the 
pagan myliiology, as a revelation of power, had its origin' 
and its residence, he would have lediattered it as an agency' 
or a sanction pperatilig on men's oaths, &G. He does not 
afbsdutdy abolish marriage, bat hf limiting its possibility^ 
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(and howi-Huider two reii^rkti<iiiis ^ ko^ idadicMis t&at 
eta be imagindd, taUliy aboUsbing it for Hie m<i0t honoltred 
order of bis oitiiciii^ riM.^ the militny order ; andabc^flli- 
iog it for those meu and women whom Batote had previom^ 
moit adomed with hir eztemal gifts) he does hie utmost 
to degrade maniage, e?e& so &r as it is tolemted. Wbethef 
be designed it ornot^ manisge is mow no l<Higer a priyilege) 
or an bonoiaiy distinetion. On the eontraij, no^ to be 
BUffriedy is a silent proehunalion that yea are amongst; the 
select ehildrea of the state — ^bononfed hf your fellow- 
eitiaens as one ef their defender — admired hj the femsJa 
half of ike society as dedicated to a service ci danger-^ 
marked ent mdversaUy bj the pnblic aeal as one who pos- 
seeses a physical snpeiionty to other men — ^kstiy, pointed 
out to Ibralgnen for distinction, as belcmging to a privileged 
dass. An yarn married f wonid be a question firom whic^ 
eveiy man trarelling abroad would shrink^ unltiM he could 
81^ — ilTa It would be asking in effect — ^Aie you of itas 
inftrior chsSCTi, a subaltern commanded by others, or a noUel 
And the remit would be that, like poverty (not pauperism, 
but indigenee or scanty means) at tins day, meiriage woidd 
still have its true, peculiar, and secret btessings, but, like 
poverty i^;ain, it would not flourish in the world's esteem ; 
and, like that, it would prompt a system of efforts and of 
^^finions tendkg univeisally in tiie very opposite direction. 
Feeling — but^ as a pagan^ feeling not veiy pntfoandly— 
these truths^ Adeimantos caUs for ezplanations (seoretiy 
expecting modifleations) of this oflfensivB doctrine. Socrates, 
however (that m, Flato)^ offers none but such as aro rs- 
afllrfiftatioiui of the doctrine in otinr wards, and witii some 
little eiqpansiott ai its details T^ women selected aa 
wives so these mafitazy raaKdages, are to be parthenr witii 
the men in martial kkbeun Tins unaeznal distinctraii will 



fcquiifi an unsfixiial trainii^. It 10, tiLerefon^ one derivative 
Iaw in Plato's BepuMiC)' that a certain proportion of the 
young girls are to receive a masculine education, not meielj 
aasiniilated to that of the men, but by personal association 
iof both sexes in the san^e palasttrOf identical with that, and 
going on concurrently. 

« • 

To this there are two objections anticipated. 

1st, That, as the gymnastic ezerdses of the ancients 
were performed in a state of nudity (to which fact, com^ 
bined with the vast variety of marbles easily woriced by 
Grecian tools, some people have ascribed the premature 
excellence in Greece of the plastic arts), such a personal 
exposure would be very trying to female modesty, and 
revolting to masculine sensibilities. Perhaps no one pas- 
sage in the whole works of Plato so powerfiilly reveals his 
visionary state of disregard to the actual in human natur<^ 
and his contempt of human instincts, as this horrible tran- 
sition (so abrupt and so total) from the superstitious reserved 

i 

* " Svperstitiovs reserve of Greece ;" — ^The possibility, however, 
of this Platonic dream as an idealism, together with the know& 
practice of Sparte as a reality, are interesting as a commentary on 
the real tendencies of that Oriental seclusion and spurious delicacy 
imposed upon women, which finally died away in the R(xnan system 
of manners ; by what steps, it would be very instructive to trace. 
Meantime, this much is evident — ^that precisely in a land where this 
morbid delicacy was enforced upon women, precisely in that land 
(the only one in such circumstances that ever reached an intellectual 
civilisation) where women were abridged in their liberty, men in 
their social refinement, the human race in its dignity, by the false 
requisitions as to seclusion, and by a delicacy spurious, hollow, and 
sensual, precisely there the other extreme was possible, of forcing 
upon women the most profligate exposure, and compelling them, 
amidst tears and shame, to trample on the very instincts of female 
dignity. So reconcilable are eztremosi when the earliest extreme is 
mid in the unnataraL 
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of Oredan society, oombinedy as in this place it is, 'witli 
levity so perfect Plato repudiates this scrapie with some- 
thing like contempt He ecmtends that it is all custom 
and iise which regulates such feelings, and that a new 
training made operatiTe, will soon generate a new standard 
of propriety. Now, with our better views on sacfa pointf^ 
a plain man would tell the philosopher, that although use, 
no doubt, win reconcile us to much, still, after all, a better 
and a worse in such things does exist, previously to anp 
use at all, one way or the other ; and that it is the businesB 
of philosophy to ascertain this better and worse, per m, so 
as afterwards to apply the best gravitation of this moral 
agenqy, called custom, in a way to uphold a known benefit, 
not to waste it upon a doubtful one, still less upon one 
which, to the first guiding sensibilitieB of man, appears 
tUingerous and shocking. If, hereafter, in thne martial 
women, Plato should, under any dilemma, have to relyupom 
feminine qualities of delicacy or tenderness, he might happen 
to fiad that, with the characteristic and sexual qualities of 
his women, he had uprooted all the rest of their distinguish- 
ing graces ; that for a single purpose, arbitrary even in Mb 
system, he had sacrificed a power that could not be replaced. 
All this^ however, is dismissed as a trivial scruple. 

2dly, There is another scrapie, however, which weighs 
more heavily with Plato, and receives a more pointed 
answer. The objection to a female soldier or a gladiatrix 
might be applied on a far different principle — ^not to what 
seem^ but to what actually is — not by moral sentiment, but 
by physiology. Habit might make us callous to the speo- 
taide of unfeminine exposures; but habit cannot create 
qualities of muscular strength, hardihood, or patient endur- 
ance, where nature has denied them. These qualities may 
be improved, certainly, in wuiuen, as they may in men j but 



ttill, fl6 the improved woman in libr athletic character 4Bii8t 
Btill be compared with the improved man, the scale, the 
proportions of diffeitence, will be kept at the old level And 
thus the old prejudice — that women are not meant (because 
not £tted by nature) for warlike tasks — ^will revolve upon 
us in the shape of a philosopiiia truth. 

To a certain extent, Plato indirectly admits this, for (as 
will be seen) practically he allows for it in his subsequent 
Institutions. But he restricts the principle of female* inap- 
titude for war by the following suggestion : — The present 
broad distribution of the human species, according to which 
courage and the want of courage — muscular strength and 
weakness — are made to coineide with mere sexual distinc- 
tions, he rejects as false — ^not groundless— for there is a 
perceptible tendency to that difference — 'but still false for 
ordinary purposes. It may have a popular truth. But 
here, when the question is about philosophic poesibilitieft 
and extreme ideals, he insists upon suibstitating for this 
popular generality a more severe valuation of the known 
Hacts. He proposes, therefore, to divide the human race 
upon another principle. MeD^ though it is the character- 
istic tendency of thor sex to be courageous, ate not all 
courageous j mem, though sexually it is their tendency to 
be stn»g, are not all sikrong : many are so ; but some^ ii 
the other extreme^ are both timid and feeble : others, again, 
present us with a compromise between both extreities. By 
a parity of logic, women, though sexually and constitu- 
tionally unwarlike, pass through the same graduated range -, 
upon which scale, the middle qualities in them may answer 
to the lower qualities in the other sex — the higher to the 
middle. It is possible, therefore, to make a selection amongst 
the entire female population, of such as Are fitted to take 
their diare in garrison duty, in the duty of military posts 
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or of Bmtnm, and even, to t onrtatn extent^ in the extenw 
laboon of the field. Flaito oonnteDanees the belief tliati 
allowing for the differenoe in Bmaaolar power of womei^ 
eonaidered aa animala (a mere difierence of degtee), then la no 
eeaential diffeienee^ aa to power and capaeitiee, between the 
human male and the lemale. Considering the aploidoitir of 
his name (weighty ^^ cannot oaU a man*8 aathoritj whom so 
few profees to have read, bat imponng at the leaat), it ia aa- 
toniahing that in the agitation atiixed by the modem brawlen^ 
from Maiy WoUatonecraft downwards, in behalf of female 
pretenaions to power, no more use ahould have been drawn 
from the diaintereated sanction of Plato to these wild inno^- 
▼ationa. Howerer, it will etrike maaj^ that eren oat of 
that one inferiority conceded by Plato, taken in oonnexion 
with the £reqaent dependendea of wives and mothen upon 
homan forbearance and homan aids, in a way ineooneilable 
with war, those inferenoea mi^t be forced one after one^ 
which woald soon restoie (aa a direct logical oonaeqaence) 
that state of female dependent, which at present natore 
and proyidence so beautifollj accomplish through the genr 
tlest of homan fedingSL Eyen Plato is obliged in practice 
to allow rather more on account of his one sole concession 
than his promises would have warranted ; for he atipalatea 
that these young gladiatrices and other figurantes in the 
pakutrOf shall not be put upon difficult or dangeroas trials ; 
living in oar di^, he would have introduced into H. M.'s 
navy a class of midshipwomen ; but would have exempted 
them, we presume^ from all the nighlrwatcheB, and fix>m 
going aloft. Thi% however, might have been mere consi- 
deration for the tenderness of youth. But again, in mature 
life^ though he orders that the wives and the children 
shall mardh with the armed force to the seat of the cami* 
piiign, and on the day of battle shall make their appearance 
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in the rear (an unpleasant arrangement in our day of flying 
aitilleij and rocket brigade), he does not ineist on their 
mixing in the wMU, Their influence with the fighting 
division of the army, is to lie in their yisible presence. But 
surely at this pointy Plato orerlooked the elaborate depression 
of that influence which his own system had been nursing; 
Personal presence of near female relatives, whether in storms 
at sea^ or in battles, has always been supposed to work more 
mischief by distracting the commander's attention, than 
good l^ reminding him of his domestic tiea And since the 
loss of an East Indiaman (the HalseweU) about seventy years 
ago, in part ascribed to the presence of the captain's two 
daughters, the rules of the British service, we believe, have 
circumscribed the possibility of sudi veiy doubtful influence& 
But, in Plato's Bepublic, the influences must have been 
much more equivocal A numb^ q£ women and a number 
of children are supposed to be raided on an eminence in 
the background. The women were undoubtedly, or bad 
been, mothera ; but to which of the children individually, 
and whether to any living child, was beyond their power to 
guess. On the assumption that any child to which, in 
former years, they might have given birth, were still in 
existence, then probably that ehild would be found amongst 
the young column of lookenK)n in the rear. But, as to the 
men, even this conditional knowledge is impossible.* Mul<- 



* What I mean is — ^that each individoal amongst the women could 
know for certaii^ whether she eTer had been a parent, though not 
whether she still continaed such : bat to the men even this limited 
knowledge was denied* Their own hypothetic interest in the yonng 
rear-guard who were snatching a holiday spectacle from the bloody 
conflict of their possible papas, would therefore reasonably sink below 
Eero. It is to bo hoped that Plato would not forbid the soldiers to 
distribute an occasional kicking amongst these young scoundrels, who 
would doubtless be engaged in betting on the several events as a^ 
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tiplied piecantioiift have beeii taken, tbat it toay be impod- 
Bible. From the moment of birth the child has been 
remoired to an eetabliahment where the sternest measures 
are enforced t6 confound it beyond all power of recognition 
with the crowd of previous childreiL The object is to place 
A bar between this recognition and ereiybody ; the mother 
and all others alike. ' Can a cup of water be recovered 
when poured off into the Danube f Equally impossible^ 
if Plato's intentions are fulfilled, to recover traces of iden- 
tification with respect to any one of the public children. 
The public fiunily, therefore, of wives and children are pre- 
sent, but with what probable result upon the sensibilities 
of the men, we leave the reader to determine, when we have 
put him in possession of Plato's motive to aU this unnatural 
interference with human affections. Why had he from the 
first applied so large a body of power (wasted power, if noi 
utilised) to the suppression of what most legislators would 
look to for their highest resources f It seems bad mechanics 
to convert that into a resistance, requiring vast expense 
of engineering to overcome it, which might obviously have 
been treated as a power of the first magnitude for overcom- 
ing other and inevitable resistance. Strong reasons must 
be brought for such an inversion of the ordinary procedure. 
What are they in Plato's system ? Simply this : that firom 
individual marriages and separate children, not only many 
feuds arise between man and man, family and family ; a 
pj'ivaU) iiiksiBHl m vtetdadiBd as wguttA wAtr piiirtn inter* 
ests ; but also a private parental interest is established in 
another sense, namely, against the public; a parental or 
family interest, differing from the public state interest, and 
often enough in mortal hostility to that interest 

a main of game cocks — an amuoement so extensively patronized hj 
Flatobtms^. 
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' Be ii so : a dangier, a pressure, is exposed by Plato in 
one direction — confronted by what we ChristianB should 
think a far heavier in another ; or, to express it more 
strictly, a gain is sought in one direction— which gain seems 
to us fatally compensated by loss in another. But that is 
part of Plato's theory — ikcxt he confronts with his eyes open 
—-and so far it might seem false logic to oppose him, because 
it is one of the postulates in effect on which his system rests. 
But we have a right to demand consistency : and, when 
Plato brings the wives and children on the field of battle 
in order to sustain the general sentiment of patriotism, he 
is virtually depending upon that power which he had pre- 
viously renounced ; he is throwing the weight of his reliance 
upon a providential arrangement which he had tossed aside 
not as useless merely, but as vicious ; he is clinging in his 
distress to those sanctities, conjugal and parental, of which 
he had said in his self-confidence^" Behold I I will give 
you something better." And tolerably sure we are, that, 
had Plato prosecuted the details of his theory into more of 
tiieir circumstantialities, or had he been placed under the 
torture ofjb dose polemic review, he would have been found 
reviving for its uses, and fcr its solution of many perplexi- 
ties in practice, that veiy baeds of fbnale honour and 
modesty, which by his practice and by his professiGfOB In 
4ia8 so earnestly laboured to destroy. 

The reader will arrive probably at a pretty fixed opinion 
as to the service for state purposes likely to arise from this 
exhibition of a clamorous nursery, children and nurses, upoii 
the field of battle. As a flag, banner, or ensign, if Plato 
could in any way contrive that the army should regard the 
nursery militant as the sacred depository of their martial 
Jionour, then it is probable that men would fight desperately 
for ihaJt considered as a trophy, which they regarded but 
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Ughtlj as a Itooaeholcl memoriaL Bat this would be unat- 
tainable. Even with u^ and our profoonder Ghiistiaii 
feding^ the women attendant upon an annj (who^ in ihe 
Thirty Teais' War, on the Gatbolio Bide often azoounted to 
another anny) hare never been devated into a ^'pignas 
sanctum militua." The privates and subaltern offioets 
might readily have come into such a view ; but ilie com- 
mander-in-chief with his staff would have set their faces 
against so dangerous a piinciple^^-^it would have fettered 
the movements of an army too much ; and in moat cases 
would defeat any sudden manoeuvres in the presence of an 
enemy. Mere justice to human powers demands that the 
point of honour for armiesi or for sections of armies (such 
as regiments, &a), should be placed in that which can 
move concurrently with the main body, no matter for roada^ 
weather, want of provisions, or any otiber Gircumstanoes. 
Even artillery, therefore, though a subject of martial jealousy, 
is not made absolutely coincident with the point of martial 
honour. And another oondderation is thiB — ^that not only 
no object ever can be raised into that mode of dignity when 
all members of the anny are not parties to its consecration, 
but even the enemy must be a party to this act Accofd- 
ingly, the eanctiiy of the flag, as the national honour in 
a symbolic form confided to a particular officer, is an 
inheritance transmitted downwiu^s through many generar 
tions of every nation in Christendom. Now, if Plato's 
republic were even able to translate the point of honour 
(which for the Greeks consisted in a ritual celebration of 
the battle by sacrifices, together with a choral chant, and 
also in the right to erect a frail memorial of the victory *) 

• *' FraUj" not from any indisposition to gasconade : but there was 
a dark raperstition which frightened the Greeks frt)m raising any 
donble monumenta to a triumph over Greeks : judicial calamitmt 



ta the eaptnre or pTeaetr$d(m. of the women and ohildreny 
-Hs^ this ehange ooald not win a general rttldflcation ; fd)r 
ihd neighbouring sCateB w6ald not be persuaded to terais of 
'< ledparocity.'' T^^t I not if they also were Platonicj statei? 
Ay, btit that is impossiUej for Plato himself hiys the 
foundation oi hope, and the prospects of conquest, for his 
own state, in the weakness (growing out of hizuiy, as also 
out of the coi^'ugal and parental relations) presumable 
throughout the neighbouring states. 

These ambulatoiy nurseries, therefore, never oouM be 
made to interest the honour even of a Platonic anny, since 
no man would consent to embark hifl own honour upon a 
stake to which the enemy afforded no corresponding stake. 
Always to expose your own honour to loss with no rover* 
sionary gam under any contingency; always to suffer 
anxiety in your own person with no possibility of retaliating 
this anxiety upon the enemy — ^would have been too much 
for the temper of Socrates ; and we fear that he would 
have left even Xantippe hetself, with all her utensils lot 
every kind, as a derelict for the benefit of the enemy in diy 
weather, ifhea a deluge from u{^r windows might not have 
been unwelcome. But if no hcmoiir Were pledged upon the 
imrsery in the rear, the next step would ertainly be^ that 
imder difficult circumstances, stress of weather, short pro- 
visions, or active light cavalry in the rear, i^e nursery would 
become the capital nuisance d the army. Ambulatory 
hospitali^ though so evidently a personal hsterest of the 
nearest kind, aie tiying to soldiofs when overworked ; bnt 
ambulatory nurseries, with no intelligible motive for thdt 
presence, eonHmial detodmiento and extra guards on their 

^ ■ ■ ■ ■ - - LI- II I II - - -■■-■■■.■■ — ... 

wmdd ditcend upon the victon, NemetU would be upon theb 
haoooheB, if they exulted too loudly. Stone, therefore, marble, and 
brass, were forbidden materials for the tropceat they were alwigrt 
&ade of wood. If not, look oat for squalls ahead t 
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aoooont^ with an enemy langhing at the nuneiy aproan^ 
would cause a mtitiny eren if Plato were there in person. 
Sentiment but ill aooords with the gross realities of busmessi 
$8 Charles Lamb illustrated (rather beyond the truth in that 
^ase), with regard to Lord Cainelford*B corpse, when clear- 
ing the custom-house for interment under an aged tree in 
Switzerland ; and to hawk along with an army a menagene 
of npfififtatfiTH, against a day of battle, would be an arrange- 
ment so little applieaUfl to any but select expeditions, that 
the general OTertum of nursery waggons once a day, with 
constant fracture of skulls, would be the leaal tngical issue 
within reasonable expectation. Not being << sacred," aa 
depositaries of honour, they would soon rank as curses. 
And speaking gravely, when we reflect on the frequency^ 
even in Christian lands, with which| under the trials of 
extreme poyerty, the parental tie gives way — what other 
result than open insubordination could be expected from 
a plan which was adapted to a mere melo-dramatic effect, 
at the price oi comfort to the army throughout the whole 
campaign ? Not being associated with patriotic honour, a§ 
we have endeavoured to show, and the parental tie being so 
a&ial in any case where neither mother nor child belonged 
to the individual, but also so exceedingly questionable in 
the case of Plato's artifices for concealment having succeeded 
to the letter — ^what visionary statesmanship would it prov^ 
to build for so much as a day's service, or for an extra effort^' 
upon, the presence of those who could have little other value 
in the soldier^s eye than that they were natives of the same 
^ity with himself I 

Even this, however, is not the worst : pursuing to the 
last the regulations of Plato, the reader is more and more 
surprised by the imcohscious inconsistency which emerges : 
for whilst recollecting the weight of service— -the stress 
which Plato'^has thrown upon the parental affection in thit 



ease^-^lie finds still further proof of the excessive degradsf* 
Uon to which Plato has reduced the rank of that affection 
as a moral principle ; in shorty he finds him loading it with 
responsilbifity as a dnfyj victkik hft i& destroying it as an 
honour, and polluting it as an ei^joyment. Let xmfEikm, 
the regulations to their end : — ;The guardians of the state,: 
as they are called in their civil relation, the soldiers, act 
they are called with respect to foreign states and to ene-; 
mies in general, have been originally selected for there 
iiuperior qualities of body. Thus the most natural (because 
the most obvious) grounds of personal vanity, are here at 
once consecrated by state preference and peculiar rank. In 
civilized states, these advantages being met and thwarted 
at ev^ .turning by so inany higher modes of personal dis- 
tinction — ^knowledge, special accomplishments applicable to 
spedal [difficulties, intellect generally, experience large and 
comprehensive, or local find peculiar — ^riches, popular influx 
ence, high birth, splendid connexions ; the consequence is, 
that mere physical' advantages rank as the lowest class of 
|>retensions, and practically are not of much avail, except 
as regards- beauty when eminent in women, though even for 
that the sphere is narrow ; since what woman, by mero 
beauty, ever drew after her such a train of admirers as a 
few of our modem female writers in verse ? Consequently 
the arrogance .in these soldiers of Plato, finding themselves 
at once acknowledged as the best models of physical exceU 
lence in the state ; and also, in the sepond place^ raised to 
the rank of an aristocracy on account of this excellence, 
would be unlimited. It would be crossed by no rival 
mode of excellence — since no other wonld.be recognised 
i^d countenanced by the state. 

With this view of their own vast superiority, naturally-^ 
and, in a state conformed to that mode of thinking, ahnost 
sxonsably — lookingupon their own rank as a mere ooncessioii; 
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<s£ jufltioe to their daims of birth, the aoldkra would lerksvt 
their oonditioQ in other le^eeta. They would then find 
ihat^ under the Flatonic laws, they enjoyed two adrantagee, 
▼is., fint, a haiem, fomiahed with the select women of th<r 
vtate^ haTing pieciaefy the aort of peansooal pre-eminence eor- 
leqxmding to their own ; a modem Mahometan polygamy, 
in £ut, bat without that api»opnation whidi constitatee the 
luxury of Mahometan piincipke ; secondly, a general pre- 
cedency. On Uie other hand, to balanoe tiiese privil^gefl^ 
and even with the meet dinolute men greatly to outweigh 
them, th^ would find^- 

1. That they had, and could have, no prop^ty j not a 
fragment : even their anna wocdd be the property of the 
state ; even the dress of mai], in which the drXitm ormm' 
at-amu (heavy-aimed cuirassiers, or cataphractoi), must be 
arrayed, would return to the orXoA^jo^, or artenalf in time 
of peace : not a chattel, article of fumituie, or personal 
ornament, but would have a public stamp, as it were^ upon 
it, making it felony to sell, or give, or exchange it It is 
tnie that, to reconcile the honourable men, the worshipftd 
paupers to this austere system, Plato tdls us— that the 
other order of citizens will not be rich : nobody, in fbnet, 
will be allowed to possess any great wealth. But there is 
still a difference between something and nothing. And 
then, as to this supposed rnasoimum of riches which is to be 
adopted, no specific arrangements are shown, \sy which, in 
consistency with any freedom of action, further accumula- 
tion can be intercepted, or actual possession ascertained. 

2« << But," says Plato^ << what would the fellows want 
with property 1 Food, is it 1 Have they not that food 
at the public cost ; and better for their health than any 
which they would choose 1 Drink — ^is tfaero not the river 1 
And if by ill luck it should happen to prove a x^H'^^'PP^"^ 
or mountain torrent dependent upon floods and. upon mowa 
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fheltiug in gaminer, is &ere not iihe rain at ftll times in 
dsterns and tanks, for those who prefer it i Shoemaken 
and weavers — (if it is shoes and tonics they want) — are 
they not working tiiron^ut tiie year for tbdir benefit V* 
All this is true ; but still they are aware that their own 
labours and hardships have a money Value which would 
lunply earn food and clothes: and that| on the general 
scale of lemnneration for mercenary soldiership in Greece, 
adding their dangers to their daily work, they might obtain 
enough to purchase even such criminal superfluities as wine. 
3. At present, again, this honoured dass have many 
wires ; none of their fellow-citizena more than one. But 
hoe, agam, what a moekeiy of the truth 1 that one is 
really and exdusirely the wife of him whom ehe has mer- 
ried ; dedicates ber love and att^tions and bar confidentiad 
secrecy to that man only ; knows and retains her own chil- 
dren in h^ own keeping ; and these children r^;ard their 
own parents as their own sole benefactors. How gladly 
would the minority of the guardians, after two yeais' ex- 
perience of the dissolute barrack, accept in exchange the 
quiet and hiQlowed privacy of the artisan's cottage I 

4. The soldiers again, it is uiged, enjoy something of that 
wbich sweetens a sailor^s life, and keeps it from homely 
insipidity — viz., the prospect of adventure, and of foreign 
excursions : even danger, kept within just limits, is a mode 
of pleasurable stimulation. But under what restriction do 
the Platonic soldiery eigoy these prospects of peril and 
adventure ? Never but on a service of peculiar hardships 
For it is a badge of their slaveiy to public uses, that for 
them only there exists no liberty of foreign travel AU 
the rest, throughout the city, may visit foreign lands : the 
honourable class only is confined to the heartless tumult of 
its dissolute barracks. 
l2 



Plato evidently felt these bitter limitatiaiis of ftee agency 
to be, at the same time, oppreBaye and degrading. Still he 
did not think himself at liberty to relax them. His theory 
lie oonoehred to be a sort of watch-work, which would keep 
moving if all the parts were kept in their places, but would 
stop on any disturbance of their interactions. : Not being 
able to |^ve any relief, the neait thing was — ^to give oompenr 
sation. And accordingly, in addition to the sensual bait 
of polygamy already introduced as the basis of his plan, he. 
now proceeds to give a still wider licence to appetite. It 
takes the shape of a dispensation in practice, from a previous 
special restriction in one particular direction : the whole 
body of guardians and thdr female associates, or ^ wives," 
are excluded from ooi\jngal intercourse except within strict 
limits as to age ; from the age of twenty to forty foi: the 
women, of thirty to fifty for the men, is the range within 
which they are supposed to be capable of producing a 
healthy race of children. Within those limits they are 
licensed : not further. But, by way of compensation, un- 
limited concubinage is tolerated for the semors ; with this 
one dreadful proviso — ^that any children bom from such 
connexions, as presumably not possessing the physical 
stamina, or other personal advantages looked for from more 
carefully selected parents, must be murdered. Bom of 
fathers who possess no personal property, these children 
could have no patrimony; nor succeed to any place as 
& mechanic artisan, or labourer. Succeeding' to a state 
father, they succeed to nothing ; they are thrown as waifis 
or strays on the state bounty : and for that they are not 
eligible, as not having been bom within the privUege of the 
state regulations. No party, therefore, known to the state 
being responsible for their maintenance, they must die. 
And because the anciente had a scruple (no scrapie of 
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inercy or of relenting consciences* But of selfisk supersti^ 

tion) afl to taking life by violence from any creature mt 

odndemned under some law, the mode of death must he by? 

exposure on the open hills ; where either the night rair, or 

the fangs of a wolf, oftentimes of: the great dogs^ still pre? 

served in most parts of Greece (and traced back td tha 

days of Homer as the public nuisances of travellers), usually 

put an end to the unoffending creature's life. 

Now, with this sensual bounty on infanticide, and this 
regular machinery for callmg into existence such ill-fated 
blossoms on the tree of life, and for immediately strewing 
them on the ground by the icy wind of death, cutting 
adrift the little boat to go down the Niagara of violent 
death, in the very next night after its launching on its 
unknown river of life— could Plato misconceive the result ? 
could he wish to misconceive it, as regarded the pieties of 
parental level To make human life cheaper and more 
valueless than that of the brutes — ^is that the way to 
cherish the sanctity of parental affection ; upon which 
affection, however, elsewhere, Plato throws so heavy a 
burden of duty 1 

Plato would have been surprised, had he anticipated the 
discoveries of modem experience as to the effect of mar- 
riages so assorted in point of age as he has supposed. This 
one arrangement, by mere disproportion of the sexes, would 
have introduced strange disturbances into his system.* But 
for general purposes, it is more important to remark — that 
the very indulgences of Plato are sensual : from a system 
in itself sensual in the most cruel degree, Plato grants a 
dispensation only to effect a Otaheitian carnival of licentious 

* See Sadler and others on the relations of (tge in the two parties 
to a marriage — as the effectual determining causes of iiex in the 
children born from such marriage. 
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i^ypetite^ cwmeeted irtth a wmtemfi of hvmua life, wliich is 
ensesrims eratlbr paganimn ; mnoe in that the ezporaie of 
diildiieii was allowed as a relief from sappoeed evila of 
natma; Qr(aswenow8eeinOade^andheretofpi8inCatdi) 
was jnaotised l^ way of relief from what were re^^arded as 
Moeial evils, vis., the neoesBitjy in the ahMnoe of infanticidfi^ 
which aroae for giving dan^^teis in marriage to men thai 
were their inferiois in Urth ; whereas here^ nnder the syatem 
of Plato^ the evil is 6elf-<:reated by tiie crael and merciless 
philosopher with the view of meedng and ooonteractlng 
ruinous resolta whiek moboij had oanaed bat himselfl 



SORTILEGE ON BEHALF OF A 

LITERARY INSTITUTION. 

Sm>i>ENLT, aiboat the middle of February, I reodved • 
reqnesfc for some ccmtributioii of mj own proper writing to 
a meditated Album of a new litenuy InBtitation, called 
the Athensnim, in a great western city. What waB to be 
done ? Hie 15th of the month had already dawned be- 
fore Ihe request reached me ; <^ return of post" was the 
shaip ]imitati(m notified within which my communication 
must rerolye ; whikt the request itself was dated February 
lOth : so that already three *< returns of post" had finished 
their brief career on earth. I am not one of those people 
who, in respect of bread, insist on the discretionary allow- 
ance (pain d digcrHum) of Paris rmtantwUt; but, in respect 
to time, I do. Positivelyy for all efforts of thought I must 
have time d diter&ion. And thus it happened that there 
was no resource available but one ; which was this : — In 
my study I have a bath, large enou^ to swim in, provided 
the swimmer, not being an ambitious man, is content with 
going ahead to the extent of three inches at the utmost. 
This bath, having been superseded (as regards its original 
purpose) by a better, has yielded a secondary service to 
me as a reservoir for my MSS. Filled to the brim it is 
by papers of all sorts and sixes. Every paper written 
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6y me, to me, for me, ofcft eoneemmg me, and, finally, 
a^aind me, is to be found, after an impossible search, in 
this c^Mcious lepertoiy. Those papers, hj the way, that 
come tmder the last (or hostile) sabdivision, are chiefly com- 
posed hf shoemakers and tailors — an affectionate class of 
men, who stick by one to the last like pitch-pksters. One 
admires this fidelity ; but it shows itself too often in wasp- 
ishness, and all the little nervous initabilifieB of attachment 
too jealous. They are wretched if they do not continually 
hear what one is " about^** what one is << up to,*' and which 
way one is going to traveL Me, because I am a political 
economist, they plague for my private opinions on the caar- 
rsncy, especially on that part of it which consists in bills at 
two years after date ; and they always want an answer by 
return of post — ^Now, from this reservoir I resolved to 
draw some paper for the use of the Athenieum. It was 
my fixed detemunation that this Institution should receive 
full justice, so far as human precautions could secure it 
Four dips into the bath I decreed that the Athensdum should 
have ; whereas an individual man, however hyperbolically 
illustrious, could have had but one. On the other hand, 
the Athenaeum must really content itself with what fortune 
might send, and not murmur at me as if I had be^ 
playing with loaded dice. To cut off all pretence for such 
allegations, I requested the presence of three young ladies, 
hateiB of everything unfair, as female lawyers, to watch 
the proceedings on behalf of the Athenaeum, to see that the 
dipping went on correctly, and also to advise the court in 
case of any difficulties arising. At six, p.m., all Was reported 
right for starting in my study. Qlie balli had been briUi-^ 
antly illuminated from above, so that no tricks cotdd be 
played in that quarter ; and the young man who was to 
execute the dips had finished dressing in a new potato-sadc^ 
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Irith holes cat tb^ugh the bottom fbr his leg&' Now, as 
the sack was tied with distressing tightness about his throat; 
leaving only a lck)p-hole for his right arm to play freely, it 
is dear that however sincerely firaudulent in hifl intentions^ 
and in possible collusion with myself, he could not assist 
me by secreting any papers about his person, or by any other 
knaveiy that we might wish to perpetrate. The young 
ladies having taken their seats in stations admirably chosen 
for overlooking any irregular movements, the proceedings 
opened. The inaugural step was made in a neat speech from 
myself, complaining that I was the oliject of uigust suspicions, 
and endeavouring to re-establish my character for absolute 
purily of intentions ; but, I regret to say, ineffectually. I 
declared with some warmth, that in the bath, but whereabouts 
I could not guess, there lay a particular paper which I valued 
as equal to the half of my possessions : « But for all that," I 
went on, << if our honourable friend in the potato sack should 
chance to haul up this very paper, I am resolved to stand 
by the event, yes, in that case, to the half of my kingdom 
I will express my interest in the Institution. Should even 
that prize be drawn, out of this house it shaU pack off to 
the AthensBum this very night" Upon this, the leader of the 
attorneys, whom, out of honour to Shakspere,* I may as well 
call Portia^ chilled my enthusiasm disagreeably by saying-^ 
'< There was no occasion for any extra zeal on my part in 
such an event, since, as to packing out of this house to the 
Athenseum, she and her learned sisters would take good care 
that it did;'' — ^in &ct, / was to have no merit whatever I 
did. Upon this, by way of driving away the melancholy 
caused by the obstinate prejudices of the attorneys, I called 
for a glass of wine, and, turning to the west, I drank the 

* Msrckwdo/Vsmee. 
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beatth of the AthenMiiin, under the allelic idea of a yooiii^ 
ladj about to oome of age and enter iqKm the eigojrnmt of 
her estateiL ^ Here's to your proqmtj, my dear laaBy** 
I Mid ; ** you're yeiy young ; hat that's a fiuilt whichi 
acoording to the old Greek adaga, is mending ereiy day ; 
and Fm botb yoa'll always eontinae as amiable as yoa are 
now towards strsngers in distress fiir books and jonmalsL 
Never grow chorlish, my dear, as acnne of yoor sex are'* 
(saying which, I looked savagety at Portia). And then, I 
made the signal to the yonng man for getting to work — 
Portia's eyes, as I notaeed priyately, brightening like a 
hawk'a *^ Prepare ta dip/*' I called aloud ; andsocmafter 
—^'DipT At the ** prepare;' Potato«aek went on bis 
right knee (his &oe being at ligbt angles to the bath); at the 
<« D^) r he plonged his li^ wna mto the billowy ooean 
of p^iMTB. For one ommte be w<»ked amongst th«n as if 
he had been poiUing an oar ; and then, at the peiempt<Hy 
order ^^Hanlitpr he raised ak)ft in air, like BnitosreM- 
gent from the stroke of Qnsar, his boo<y. It was banded, 
of course, to the attorney^ who showed a little fbmale 
ourioeily at firsts for it was a letter with the seal as yet 
unbroken, and mig^ prore to be some old loTo-letter of my 
writing, recently sent ba<^ to me by the Dead-Lett^ Offica 
It still looked fresh and bloomii^. So, if there was no piise 
for the Atbenseum^ there might still be an interesting secret 
for the benefit of the attorneys. What it was, and what 
each saccessiTe haal netted, I will register under corre- 
sponding numbers. 

Ka l.-^This was a dinner inTitation for the 15th of 
Februfliy, which I had neglected to open. It waa^ as bill- 
brokers say, << coming to maturity," but luckily not past due 
(in which case you have bat a poor remedy), for it had stiD 
two days to run before it could be presented for payment A 
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debnike aioee with theattameya — Whether tUamiight not dp 
far the Albums in default <^ any better h^iil 9 I argued fq? 
the affiitnative — that^ although a dinner invitation eannpt 
in reaaen be looked to for yery showy writings its motto being 
£isse fuam videri (which is good Latin for — To eat* raptor 
than make believe to eat^ as at Barmecide banquets), yet, pa| 
the case that I should send this invitation to the Atlienr 
sBum, aeocnnpanied with a power-of-attomey to eat the 
dinner in my stead — ^might not thai solid bonus as an 
enclosure weigh down the levity of the letter considered 
as a contribution to the AUmmf and take off the edge of 
the Athennum's displeasured Portia argued om^iY^— tiiat 
such a thing was impossible ; because the Athen^nm hM 
2000 mouths, and would, therefixre, require 20QQ dimiers ; 
— an argument which I admitted to be showy, but, l^^aUjf 
[Q>eaking^ hardly tenable : because the Athenieum ha(| 
power to appoint a plenipotentiaiy — some man of immense 
calibre — to eat the dinner, as representative of the DoIlectiv<^ 
2000. What there was to laugh at I don't see ; but at thia 
hot nkirmiflh between me and Portia, Potato-sack began to 
kugh so immoderately, that I was obliged to pull him up by 
giving the word rather imperiously — " Prepare to dip /". 
Before he could obey, I was myself pulled up by Portia, with 
a triumph in her eye that alarmed me. She and her sister 
attorneys had been examining the dinner invitation-— ^ 
<< And,*' said Portia maliciously to me, <' if s quite correct ;^, 



' * Hi$e, to eat : — ^The reader, who maj chanoe to be no great Bcholai^ 
00 regards Latiii, will yet perhaps be aware of due meaniDg attached 
of old to the Terh Btee, firom a Latin enigma corrent amongst sohooL 
boys, viz., Pes ui eaputf which at first sight seems to say ttat the 
foot i$ ^ head: bat in the true Torsion means — Pee [in its seconilvy' 
BBQse. the Same as Pkdiatlut sw iaseot not to ba iiniiill rif 
eatwL the head> 
M— VIU. 
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M yoa obiem there aie two daye good to the dnmet 
hour on the 15th. Onlji hj mkfortane, the letter is in the 
wrong yeftr; it k four yean old f Oh! ilBau^ the horror of 
this ; nncei bendet the mortificatioii from Portia*B Tictory, 
I had peiiiape narrowly eacaped an indictment from the 
plenipotentiary for sending him what might now be oon- 
ndered a swindle. I hnnied to cover my confrunon, by 
issamg the two orders ^Prtpare to dip r and « Dip /" 
almost in the same breath. No. 1, after all the waste of 
l^gal learning upon it^ had saddenly burst like a soap* 
babble; and the greater stress of ezpectationy therefore, 
had now settled on No. 2. With considerable trepidation 
of yoice^ I gave the final order — ** Haul up /" 

No. 2. — ^It is disagreeable to mention that this haul 
brought up <<a don." Disgnst was written npon eveiy 
oountenance ; and I fear that taspidon b^gan to thicken 
upon myself as hafing possibly (from my personal ezpeti' 
6noe in these waters) indicated to our young friend where 
to dredge for duns with most chance of success. But I 
protest ferrent^ my innocence. It is true that I had my- 
self long remarked that part of the channel to be danger- 
ously infested with dmuk In searching for literary or 
philosophic papery it would often happen for an hour to- 
gether tiiat I l»x>ught np little else than variegated sp&d- 
mens of the dun. And one vast bonk there was, which I 
called the Qoodwin Sands, because nothing within the 
memory of man was ever known to be hauled up fix)m i^ 
except eternal varieties of the dun^ — so^me grey ^with anti- 
quity, some of a neutral tint, some green and lively. With 
grief it was that I had seen our dipper shoaling his water 
towards that dangerous neighbourhood. But what could I 
do t If I had wamedhim ofl^ Portia would have been sore 
tofiuMy that there was some great oyster-bed or pearl-fishery 
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In that i^on; an^ «U I should have effected by mj hones^ 
would have been a general oonyiciion of my treacheiy. Ex* 
aetly below that reiy spot where he had dipped^ lay, as 
stationary as if he had been anchored, a huge and ferocious 
dun of great antiquity. Age had not at all softened the 
atrocious exnression of his countenance, but rather aided it 
l^ endowing him with a tawny hue. The size of this monster 
was enormous, nearly two square feet ; and I fancied at 
times that, in spite of his extreme old age, he had not done 
growing. I knew him but too well ; because whenever I 
happened to search in that region of the bath, let me be 
seeking what I would, and let me miss what I might, 
fdways I was sure to haul up him whom I never wanted to 
»8ee again. Sometimes I even found him basking on the 
very summit of the papers; and I conceived an idea, 
which may be a mere fancy, that he came up for air in 
particular states of the atmospher& At present he was not 
basking on the surface : better for the Athen»um if he 
had : for then the young man would have been cautious. 
Not being above, he was ceri^iiiily below, and underneath 
the very centre of the dippei^s plunge. Unable to control 
my feelings, I cried out — '< Bear away to the right I" But 
Portia protested with energy against this intermeddling of 
mine, as perfidy too obvious. <' WeU," I said, '< have it 
your own way : youll see what will happen." 

No. 3. — ^This,*it is needless to say, turned out the horrid 
old shark, as I had long, christened him : I knew his vast 
proportions^ and his bilious aspect, the moment that the. 
hauling-up commenced, which in hfU case occupied some, 
time. Portia was the more angry, because she had thrown 
away her right to Ai^prew any anger by. neutralijsing my. 
judidous interference. She grew ec^en more angiy, beoanse' 
ly tbotigh soriy for the AJhenagWDi leally could not help. 



bngiiiiig v/bifk I saW th« triieakHit old 'wTetdi expanding 
faiB huge dimttiskmfl^-^dl umbered hy ttme and ill-temper 
i^under the eje» of the wonderi:^ yoiing ladies ; eo mighty 
was the contrast be^een this mllow behemoth and a rose- 
ooloured little billet of th^ owil By the way, No. 2 had 
been a speoimen of the dulcet don, breaUung only zephyrs 
oi request and porsoasion ; but this No. 3 was a i^pecimen 
of the polar oppositd — ^the dim hofrfflc aftd Qoigonian — ^ 
blowing great guns of menace. As ideal specimens in their 
seyeral classes, might l^ey not hare a value for the museum 
of the Athennum, if it Aog one^ or even for the Album f 
This wasimy suggestion, but ovtfroled, ^e evenything' else 
that I proposed ; and on the grouad that a great dty had 
too vast a conservatoiy of duns, native and indigenous, to 
need any exotic spedmens. This settled, we hunied to 
the next dip, which, being by contract the last, made xa 
all nervous. 

' No. 4. — ^Thi% alas ! turned out a lectur<6 addressed to 
myself by an ultra-moral Mend ; a lepture on procrastina^ 
tion ; and not badly written. I feared that something of 
ihe sort was coming ; for, at the moment of dii^inng, t 
called out to the dipper — ^ Starboard yodr hehn ! you're 
going nnack upon tiie €k)odwin8 : in tlmty sec(mdB you'll 
founder.'* tTpon thli^ in an agony of frii^t> the dipper 
forged off, but evidently quite miaware. that vast spunr. 
sti^tdied off ftaiD, the 6|oodwis»*«HdioaiB and sand-baalcs — 
where it was m^re desianictkni to saH without a speciab 
knowledge of tiie scmaduigSL; He had run upon^ an ethical 
sand4)ank. <« Tel^ after aU^ since film is to be tiie last dip^" 
said Fbrtia, <f if theleetbi!^ is weU written^ might it not be 
acceptable to tiiev Atiieonum f' ^VBossiblyV^ I :i«|)l|Bd f 
<* bat it Is too peoBcmai^ vl opnld not allo^^Btyaelf to be 
adviails^l In a^b^ w-tf ifeoeraalinatiir ml pRinmple, unless 



tfie Mtsjk^BEm wmldt' tsXi i i^sfaftb^ '«id^^its offiekfl 
Beal, sxpiffisiiig en^e dMeUe£-of thd li^du^tioii^ irbieh I 
bare priarate reauom Ibr i3iiii|eing that idle Athens&tim may 
decline to do.'\ ' 

. ."WeJl, then,;' fiaid Portia, «m y<m idlfdlly rob th« 
Athenaeum of No. 4, which l^ cbglrnQt » the undoubted 
property of that body, then you are bound to gire us a 
fifth dip ;. particularly as ybnVe been so ^[teaeherous aH 
along." In the tohe c^ an iig^ured man I eried out, ''My 
Mend Potato-sack! will you qtnetly listen to thk charge 
upon mei If it is a crime in me to jmow, and in you not 
to know, where the Goodwins lie^ why, then, let you anil 
me sheer off to the other side of the^ room, and let Portia 
try if ^ can do better. I allow her motion. 2 grant 
a fifth dip : and the more bepause ' it is an old saying 
-^-that there is luck in odd numbets : numero deta 
trnptxre gavdet ; only I must request of Portia to be the 
dipper on this final occasion." All the three attorneys 
blushed a rosy red on this unexpected summons. H 
was one thing to ' critidse, but quite another thing t6 
undertake the performance : and thefiiir attorneys iarembled 
for their professional reputation. Secretly, howerer, I 
whispered to Potato-sack, <' Tou*ll see now, such is female 
art and readiness, that, whatever sort of monster they 
haul up, they'll proclaim it a great prize, and contrive 
to extract some use from it that may place v» in the 
wrong." 

No. 5.-r— Thrilling, therdEleyre, i(ere the doubts, fears, ex>> 
pectations of us all, when Portia " prepared to dip," and 
secondly "dipped." She shifted her hand, and <<ploitered" 
amongst the papers for full five minutes. I winked at 
this in consideration of past loisfortimes ; but, strictly 
speaking, she had no right to << ploiter" for more than one 
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minnte. Sbe wmUnML that ahe knew, by mtidtroii, the 
■art of paper upon whidi ''dnna** were written; and 
wbaterer elae mi^t oonie i^ ahe waa reaolred it ahoold 
not be a dun. <' Don't be too ame,** I aaid ; and, at las^ 
when ahe aeemed to hayeaetUedher dioicey I called oat the 
naiial word of oommaiid, ^ ffaul %ip !^ 

"What la it ?** we aaid i <« what^a the priae ?" one and 
aU mahing np to Portia. Oh Gemini I my fiympathizing 
reader ; — it waa a aheet of blank paper ! 

Did we laugh, or did we ay ? I, for m j part^ was afiraid 
to do either. I really felt for IV>r1aa» and, at the same time, 
ftr the Atheniemn. But, blesa you, reader ! there was no 
call for pi^ to Portia. With the ntmoat ooolneas she said, 
00 ready were her wits for filing any issue, <' Oh ! this is 
carte Uanehe for receiving yoar latest thooghts. This is the 
paper on which yon are to write an essay for the Athen- 
isam; and thus we are providentially enabled to assure 
our client the Athenseum of something expressly manuiaO' 
tured for the occasion, and not an old wreck from the 
CkxKlwina Fortune loves the Athennum; and her four 
blanks at starting were only meant to tease that institution, 
and to enhance the value of her final fovour.'' ^^Ah, in* 
.deed !" I said in an under tone^ ^^ meant to tease/ there 
are other ladies who understand that little sdenoe beside 
Fortune !" However, there is no disobeying the commands 
of Portia j so I sat down to write a paper on Astboloqt, 
But^ before beginning, I looked at Potato-sack, whispering 
only, << You see j I told you what would happen." 
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Abtbology. 

As my contribution to their Albums I will beg the Atheit- 
«mn to accept a sin^e thought on thia mudi-iigured 
subject Astrology I greatly respect; but it is gfagiiUr 
that my respect for the science arose out of my contempt 
for its professors^ — not exactly as a direct lo^cal Mme- 
quence, but as a casual suggestion hosa thst contempt, I 
believe in Astrology, but not in astrologers j as to them I 
iun an incorrigible infidel First, let me state the occasion 
upon which my astrological thought arose ; and then, se* 
condly, the thought itself. . 

When about sJeventeen years old, I was wandeni^ as a 
pedestrian tourist in North Wales. For some little time, 
the centre of my ramblings (upon which I still revolyed 
from all my excursions, whether elliptical, circular, or zig* 
zag) was liangdlen in Denbighshire, or dse Bhuabon, not 
more than a few miles distaat. One morning I was told 
by a young married woman, at whose cottage I had ieceiYe4 
some Mnd hospitcdities^ that an astrologer lived in the 
neighbourhood. << What might be his name ?" Very good 
English it was that my young hostess had hitherto spoken; 
and yet, in this instance, she chose to answer me in Welsh. 
MochinaharUe was her biief seply. I dare say that my 
spelling of the word will not stand Welsh criticism ; but 
what can you expect from a man's first attempt at Welsh 
orthography ? which at that time was, and (I believe) still is, 
averyrare accomplishment in the six counties of North Wales* 
But what did Mockinahante mean ? For a man might as 
well be anonymous^ or call himself X TZ, as offer one his 
visiting card indorsed with a navie so frightful to look at 
<— so torturing to utter — so impossible to spell — as Mockina- 
hante. And that it had a translatable meanings — >that it 
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WM not a proper name bat an appdlatiye, in fact some 
playfnl tobrig^uelf I felt' certain, fiom obeerring the yonn^^ 
woman to ndla wHikt aha ttttved it Mj aeoct ^estioii 
drew fiom her tint tiiia Figaa-loeling aunator of a name 
meant iV^»4Aa^tfi^ Bot lealV, B0w; between the 
original monatar and thia Sa^iA inteipietatkmy thiM waa 
vary littla to ehooae ; ia fiMst the intefpretation, aa often 
bappeni^ atiikea oiieaa ihahaidBrtoanderitaadaf the two. 
{< !Ei> be ton it does,*' m^ a kdy aitting at my ^bow, and 
tocneoled bj a paadon ao totally nnftmimaa aa cinrioaity'^ 
•^^tofaaiaurs — ^veiy mnd^ haider; for MoefUnor-'^ii^at-^ 
youroaUrUf might, you know, mean something or otiiei^ 
lor aiQrthing that you ^r I eonld aay to the eontarary ; bnt 
aa to Piff4fUk&dimgU^i-'iifh»i dreadfiil honaeaae ! what aol 
inqxMBible deeor^ition of aa astrologer 1 A man that- lot 
mo aee— doea aomething or other aboat the ataia : how can 
he be daecribed as a pig ! pig in cmy sense, you know ; 
pig in any plaoel Bat JPiff4nr<hdingle ; why, ifiie'a a 
pig at all, he most be Pig-on-a-tUqiie^ csr Pi^-on-th&togHtf'- 
a^illy thathe may rise aboye the mists and yi^oia. Now 
I insist^ my dear oreat ur e, on year explaining all this riddle 
on the spot Tou know it ; yoa came to the end of the 
mystery ; bat none of tu that are sitting here can gness at 
the meaning ; we shall .all be ill, if yoa keep as waiting—' 
FTe a headache beginning already; so aay the thing at 
once, and pot na oat of torment" 

What*a to be done t I must explain the thing to the 
Athensaom ; and if I stop to premise an oral explanation 
for the lady*a separate uae^ there will be no Isne to save 
the Tillage poati which waits for no man, and is deaf evea 
to female, outcries. ^ way of oompromise, therefore, I r&> 
qoest of tha lady that aha will £^low my. pen with her 
radiant ajei^ bj-whidi meana she wiUl obtain the earliest 



intelligence, and tiie cfpeediest relief to h^ headache. I, en 
my part, will not loiter, bat will make my aoB^mt as near 
to a telegraphic answer, in point of speed, as a r^d meh 
tallic pen will allow. — rl divide this answer into two heads > 
the first concerning " (n the dAngle ;** the second ccmeeriiing 
f^pig,** Vj philosophic researches, and a visit to the 
astrology, ascertained a prolbund feason for describing hijn 
as m4h«-d%ngle ; viz., because he was in a dingle. He wa^ 
the sole occupant of a little cove amongst the hills^the 
sole householder ; and so absolutcSiy such, that if ever any 
treason should be hatched in the dingle, clear it was to my 
mind that Mockmahante would be found at the bottom ei 
it ; if ever war should be levied in Ihis diiagle, Mochmoh 
hank must be the sole belligerent ; and if a forced con- 
tribution were ever imposed -upon this dingle, Mochinahante 
(poor man !) must pay it all out of his own pocket. The 
lady interrupts me at this point to say — " Well, I under- 
stand all thcU ; that's all very clear. But what I want to 
know about is — Fig, Come to Fig, Why Fig f How 
Fig f In what sense Fig f Tou can't have any profoimd 
reason, you know, for that" 

Tes, I have : a very profound reason ; and satisfactory 
to the most sceptical of philosophers, viz., that he was a 
Pig. I was presented by my fair hostess to the great in- 
terpreter of the stars, in person ; for I was anxious to 
inake the acquaintance of an astrologer, and especially <^ 
one who, whilst owning to so rare a profession owned also 
to the soft impeachment of so very significant a name. 
Having myself ei\joyed so favourable an opportunity for 
investigating the reasonableness of that name, Mochinahante, 
as applied to the Denbighshire astrologer, I venture to pro- 
nounce it unimpeachable. About his dress there was a 
torlomness^ uid an andent tarnish or cerugo, which w^M 
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fiff to justify the name j and npon his fiioe there sat that 
Ingabrious rust (or what medallists technically call paUna) 
which hears so costly a value when it is found on the 
joined face of a Syro-Macedonian prince long since com- 
pounded with dust^ but, alas ! hears no value at all if found 
upon the flesh-and-blood face of a living philosopher. 
Speaking humanlyi one would have insinuated that the star- 
gaser wanted much washu^^ and scouring ; but, astrologi- 
cally spealdng, perhaps he, would have been spoiled by 
«Bti4y wiitea for his celestial vigils. 

Mochinahante was dvil enoogk ; »pig, Ifliyaeddent ^ty^ 
is not therefore rude ; and, after seating me in his chair of 
state, he prepared for his learned labours by cross-examiiiar 
tions as to the day and hour of my birtL The day I knew 
to a certainty ; and even about the hour I could tdl quit^ 
as much as ought in reason to be expected from one who 
certainly had not been studying a chronometer when that 
event occurred. These points settled, the astrologer with* 
drew into an adjoining room, for the purpose (as he assured 
me) of sdentificallyconstructing my horoscope; butunle^the 
drawing of corks is a part of th^t process, I should myself 
incline to think that the great man, instead of minding my 
interests amongst the stars and investigating my horoscope, 
had been seeking consolation for himself in bottled porter. 
Within half-an-hour he returned ; looking more lugubrious 
than ever — ^more grim — ^more grimy (if grime yields any 
such adjective) — a little more rusty — ^rather more patinous^ 
if numismatists will lend me that word — and a great deal 
more in want of scouring. He had a paper of diagrams 
in his hand, which was supposed to contain some short-hand 
memoranda upon my horoscope ; but, from its smoMness, a, 
malidous visitor might have argued a possibility that it had 
forved for more customers than myself. Under his ann h^ 
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carried a folio hock, whieh ^e said) was a manuscript of 
unspeakable antiquity. This he was jealous of my seemg ; 
and before he would open it, as if I and the book had been 
two friioners at the bar suspected of meditating some col- 
lusive mischief fmA «a tying a cracker to the judge's wig), 
he separated us as widely from «Kii other as the dimensions 
of the room allowed. These solemnities ftnirihwi, ve were 
all ready — ^I, and the folio volume, and Pig-in-the-dingle — 
for our several parts in the play. MochinaharUe began : — 
He opened the pleadings in a deprecatory tone, protesting, 
almost with tears, that if anything should turn out amiss 
in the forthcoming revelations, it was much against his will 
-—that he was powerless, and could not justly be held re^ 
sponsible for any part of the disagreeable message which it 
might be his unhappiuess to deliver. I hastened to assure 
him that I was incapable of such injustice ; that I should 
liold the stars responcdble for the whole j by nature, that I 
was very forgiving ; that any little malice, which I might 
harbour for a year or so, should all be reserved for the use of 
the particular constellations concerned in the plot against 
myself; and, lastly, that I was now quite ready to stand 
the worst of their thimders. Pig was pleased with this 
reasonableness — ^he saw that he had to deal with a philo- 
sopher — and, in a more cheerful tone, he now explained 
that my << case *' was mystically contained in the diagrams ; 
these smoke-dried documents submitted, as it were, a series 
of questions to the book ; which book it was — a book of 
unspeakable antiquity— that gave the inflexible answers, 
like the gloomy oracle that it was. But I was not to be 
angry with the book, any more than with himself, since — 
" Of course not," I replied, interrupting him ; << the book 
did but utter the sounds which were predetermined by the 
white and black keys struck in the smoky diagrams ; mi 
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I oould no more be aogij with (ihe Ikx^ finr tspoaJdng whal 
It comKieiitknidj believMl to be the troth than with a 
decanter of port wine, or a bottle of porter, iat^ecludng 
to yield more than one or two wine-glasseB of the preckniB 
liqaor at the moment when I was loddng for a dosea, 
under a transient forgetfolneBS, Incident to the greatest 
minds, that I myself, ten minntes before, bad nearly drunk 
up the whole.** This comparison, though to a ctilic wide 
awake it might have seemed slightly personal, met with the 
entire approbation of Pi^n-ihe-din^le, A better frame of 
mind for receiying disastrous ne¥ni, he evidently oonoeiyed^ 
could not exist or be fimcied by the mind of man than ex- 
isted at that moment in mys^ ffe was in a state of 
intense pathos from the botfled porter. I was in a rfcate of 
intense excitement (pathos combined with horr- r) at the 
prospect of a dreadful lecture on my foture life, now rea^ 
to be thundered into my ears from that huge folio of un- 
speakable antiquity, prompted by those wretched smoke- 
dried diagrams. I believe we were in magnetical rapport 
Think of thaty reader ! Pig and I in magnetical rapport ! 
Both makiQg passes at each other I What in the world 
would have become of us if suddenly we should bave 
taken to somnambulizing ? Pig would have abandoned his 
dingle to me ; and I should hare ^smissed Pig to that life 
of wandering which must have betrayed the unscoured and 
patinons condition of the astrologer to the astonished eyes 
of Oambria : — 

" Stout Glo'ster stood aghast [or ntt^/U have stood] in speechless 
trance. 
3b omw / cried Mortimer [or at least might have eried], and 
couched his qmyering lance.*' 

But Pig was a greater man than he seemed. He yielded 
tiolther to magnetism ubr to bottled porter ; but commenced 
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fea^ding firom'the black book in the ino^t awfdl tone of 
-^oice, and, generally speaking, mo$t . correctly. Certajnfy 
hie made one dieadfiil mistake ; he started from the veiy. 
middle of a sentence, instead of the beginning ; but then 
t^iat had a truly lyrical effect, and also it was excused by 
the bottled porter. The words of the prophetic dennnda^ 
tion, from which he storted, weie these — <' also he [that was 
myself, you understand] shall have red hair." << ^^re goes 
a bounce," I said in an under tone ; <* the stars, it seems, 
can tell falsehoods as well as other people." << Also," for 
Pig went on without stopping, ^* he shall hare seyen-^uid- 
twenty children." Too horror-struck I was by this news to 
utter one word of protest against it *^ Also," Pig yelled 
out at the top of his voice, '< he shall desert them." Anger 
restored my voice, and I cried out, << That's not only a lie 
in the staiB, but a libel ; and, if an action lay against a 
constellation, I should recover damages.''' Vain it woidd 
be to trouble the reader with all the monstrous prophecies 
that Pig read against me. He read with a steady Pythian 
friry. Dreadiful was his voice : dreadfiil were the stany 
charges against myself — ^things that I toot to do — things 
that I must do : dreadful was the wrath with which 
secretly I denounced all participation in the acts which 
these wicked stars laid to my charge. But this infirmity 
of good-nature besets me, that, if a man shows trust and 
absolute fkith in any agent or agen<7 whatever, heart there 
is not in me to resist him, or to expose his foUy. Tig 
trusted — how profoundly ! — ^in his black book of un* 
speakable antiquity. It Would have killed him on the spot 
to prove that the black book was a hoax, and that he him- 
lelf was another. Consequently, I submitted in sHenoe to 
pass for the monster that Pig, under the coercion of the 
AtarS| had prcmounced me^ rather than part in anger from 
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the Bolitaiy maii| who, after all, was not to blame^ acting 
only in a ministerial capacity, and reading only what the 
stars obliged him to read. I rose without saying one word, 
advanced to the tables and paid my fees ; for it is a dis- 
agreeable fitct to record, that astrologers grant no credit, 
nor even discount upon prompt payment, I shook hands^ 
with Mochimakante; we exchanged kind fiurewells — ^he 
smiling benignly upon me, in total forgetiulness that he 
had just dismissed me to a life of storms and crimes ; I, 
in return, as the yeiy best benediction that I could think 
o^ saying secretly, << Pig, inay the heavens rain their 
choicest soapsuds upon thee 1" . 

Emerging into the open air, I told my fiedr hostess of the 
red hair which the purblind astrologer had obtained for me 
from the stars, and which, with Iheir permission, I would 
make over to MwMndhainAt fw a reversionaty wig in his 
days of approaching baldnesa But I said not one word 
upon that too bountifid allowance of children with which 
Mock, had endowed me. I retreated by nervous antidpa^ 
tion from that inextinguishable laughter which, I was too 
certain, would follow upon her part ; and yet^ when we 
reached the outlet of the dingle^ and turned round to take 
a parting look of the astrological dwelling, I myself was 
overtaken by fits of laughter ; for suddenly I figured in 
yision my own future return to this mountain recess, with 
the young l^on of twentynseven children. " / desert 
|hem, the darlings !" I exdaimed, << fiir from it 1 Backed 
by this filial army, I shall feel myself equal to the task of 
taking vengeance on the stars for the affronts they have put 
iqKm me through Pig, their servant. It will be like the 
return of the Heradeidse to the Peloponnesus. The sacred 
le^on will storm the ''dingle,*' whilst 1 storm Pig; the 
rising generation.will take militarv possession of '' -^aiahcmU^ 
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wliitet I deal with << Moch^ (wliich I preBome to be the 
part in the long word belonging to F(gy* My hostess 
laughed in sympathy with mp laughter ; but I was cautious 
of letting her have a look into my yision of the sacred 
legion. For the female mind is naturally but too prone to 
laughter. We quitted the dingle for ever j and so ended my 
first visit, being also my last^ to an astrologer. 

This, reader, was the true general occasion of my one 
thought upon astrology; and, before I mention that thought, 
I may add that the immediate impulse drawing my mind in 
any such direction was this : on walking to the table where 
the astrologer sat, in order to pi^ my fees, naturally I came 
nearer to the folio book than astrological prudence would 
generally haye allowed. But Pig's attrition was diverted 
for the moment to the silver coins laid before him— ^ 
these he reviewed with the care reasonable in one so 
poor, and in a state of the coinage so neglected as hi 1802 it 
was. ^y that moment of avarice in Fig, I profited so far 
as to look over the astrologer^s person, sitting and bending 
forward full upon the book. This was spread open ; and 
at a glance I saw that it was no MS., but a printed bool^ 
in black-letter types. The month of August stood as a 
rubric at the head of the broad margin — and below it 
stood some days of that month in orderly succession. << So 
then. Pig," said I in my thoughts^ << it seems that any per- 
son whatever, bom on my particular day and hour of 
August, is to have the same exact fate as myself But a 
king and a beggar may chance thus far to agree. And be 
you assured, Pig, that all the infinite variety of cases lyin^ 
between these two termini differ from each other in fortunes 
and incidents of liie as much, though not so notorioudy, ai 
king and beggar.** 

Hence arose a confirmation of my contempt for astrology. 
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It aeemed a» if neo etmw^ fiJae — fidoe by aa ^priori prin- 
dple^ yiLy thai the poHible diffBrenoes in human fartaaoB, 
whioh aie infinite, cannot be meamied by the poasiblB 
differences in the perticolar mcxnoitB of birth, which ere 
too fltiikin^j finite. It strengthened me in this way ot 
thinking, that 8abseq;i]entl j I found the irery same olgectian 
in MacrobinB. Macrobins may have stolen the idea; but 
certainly not from me— ^Of certainly I did not steal it fiom 
him ; so that here is a concurrence of tiro people ind^peih 
dently, <me of them a great philosopher, in the reiy saooe 
annihilating olyection. 

Now comes my one thought Both of us were wiongr 
Macrobins and myscE Even the great philosopher is o2v 
iiged to confess it The olyeetion truly yalued is — ^to 
astrologers, not to astrology. No two eyents ever did 
coincide in point of time. Every event has, and must have, 
a certain duration ; this you may caU its breadth / and tbe 
^e locus of the event in time is the central point of tha^ 
breadth, which never was or wiU be the same for any two 
separate events, though grossly held to be contemporanepos. 
It is the mere imperfection of our human means for chasii^ 
the infinite subdivisibilities of time which causes us to r^ard 
two events as even by possibility concurring in their 
central moments. This imperfection is crushing to the 
pretensions of astrologers ; but astrology laughs at it in the 
heavens ; and astrology, aimed with celestial chronometeis^ 
is true ! 

Suffer me to illustrate the case a little : — ^It is rare that 
a metaphysical difficulty can be made as dear as a pike* 
^taff. This can. Suppose two events to occur in the same 
quarter of a minute — ^that is, in the same fifteen seconds ; 
then, if they started precisely together, and ended precisely 
together, they would not oi^y have the same breadth, but 



i' ChiB hreacUh would Juscnra^j cokuade in all' it» parti or 

3 fluxionB ; conBequentlx, tii6 cenfnl mmwtA, ids., the eighl3i» 

3 woold comcidB ligoruusly wifii the eeniare of eadi evcsnt 

:i But suppose thiit one of the two ^rentg, A, finr instano^ 

: eommenced a smgle second befoce B, the otfaer^ then, because 

t. we axe still supposiiig them to ha^e the same breadth or 

extension, A will have exided in the second before B ends ; 

B and, consequently, the centres will be difOarent, for the eighth 

second of A will be the seventh of B. The disks of the 

r two events will overlap— -A will overls^ B at the beginning; 

B will overlap A at the end. Now, go on to assume that, 

; in a particular case, this oveila{^ing does not take place, but 

that the two events edipse each other, lying as truly snrfiuse 

to surface as two sovereigns in a ti^t rouleau of sovereigns, 

r or one dessert-spoon nestling in the bosom of another ; in 

; that case, the eighth or central second will be the centre 

for both. But even here a question will arise as to the 

degree of rigour in the coinddence j for divide the eighth 

second into a thousand parts or sub-mom^its, and perhaps 

the centre of A will be found to hit the 450th sub-moment, 

whilst that of B may hit the 600th* Or suppose, again, 

even this trial surmounted : the two harmonious creatures, 

A and B, running neck and neck together, have both hit 

simiQtaneously the true centre of the thousand sub-moments 

which lies half-way between the 500th and the 501st. 

All is right so far — << all right behind ;" but go on, if you 

please ; subdivide this last centre, which we will call X, 

into a thousand lesser fractions. Take, in fact, a railway 

express-train of decimal fractions, and give chase to A and 

B ; my word for it that you will come up witli them in 

some stage or other of the journey, and arrest them in the 

very act of sepaiating their centres — ^which is a dreadful 

crime in the eye of astrology ; for it is utterly impossible 
u2 
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ihat the initial momeiit, or iub-momeni, or ndhmtb-mommi 
of A and B should absolutely coincide. Sadi a thing as a 
perfect start was never heard of at Doncaster. Now, this 
severe aocuracj is not wanted cm earth. Archimedes, it is 
well Imown, never -saw a perfect drde, nor even, with his 
leave, a decent drele ; for, doubtless, the reader knows the 
following fiiet, vis., that if you take the most perfect Van* 
dyking ever cut out of paper or silk, by the most delicate of 
female ftsgers, with the most exquisite of Salisbuiy scissors, 
upon viewing it through a microscope, you will find the 
edges frightfully ragged ; but if you apply the same micro- 
scope to a case of God's Yandyking on the corolla of a 
flower, you will find it as truly cut and as smooth as a 
moonbeam. We on earth, I repeat, need no such rigorous 
trutL For instance, you and I, my reader, want little 
perhaps with circles^ except now and then to bore one with 
an augre in a ship's bottom^ when we wish to sink her, and 
to cheat the underwriters ; or, by way of variety, to cut 
one with a centre-bit through shop-shutters, in order to rob 
a jeweller ; — so we don't care much whether the circumfer- 
enoe is nigged or not But that won't do for a constella- 
lion 1 The stars rCentendeat pas la raiUerie oa the subject 
(tf geometry. The pendulum of the starry heavens oscillates 
truly ; and if the Qre^widi time ai the Empyream can't 
be repeated upon earth, without an error, a horoscope is as 
much a camera as the perpetual motion, or as an agreeable 
income-tax. In fiict, in easting a nativity, to swerve from 
the true centre by the trillionth of a centillionth is as fatal 
as to leave room for a coach and six to turn between your 
pistol shot and the bull's eye. If you haven't done the 
trick, no matter how near you've come to it. And to over- 
look this, is as absurd as was the answer of that lieutenant 
M., who, being anked whether he had any connexion with 
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another officer of the same name, replied — ** yea ! aveiy 
dose one.*' " But in what way 9" *' Why, you see, Tm 
in the 50th regiment of fool^ and he'a in the 49tb :" 
walking, in fact^ just behind him f Tet, for all this, horo- 
scopes may be calculated Teiy truly by tiie stars amongst 
themselves ; and my conviction is — ^that they are. They 
are perhaps even printed hieroglyphically, and published as 
regularly as a nautical almanac ; only, they cannot be re- 
published upon earth by any mode of piraqr yet discovered 
amongst sublunaiy booksellers. Astrology, in fact, is a veiy 
profound, or, at least, a veiy lofty science ; but astrologers 
are humbugs. 

I have finished, and I am vain of my work ;. for I have 
accomplished three considerable things : — ^I have floored 
Macrobius ; I have cured a lady of her headache ; and 
lastly, which is best of all, I have ez|»:essed my nncere 
interest in the proeqperity of a new-bom AthensQum, 

But our village post (a boy, in fact^ who rides a pony) 
is mounting ; and the chances are that this letter of mine 
will be too late : — ^a fact which,, amongst all the dangers 
besetting me in this life, the wretched Pig fois;ot to warn 
me o£ 



M. 24. 1848. 



NOTES ON WAIJIEB SAYAG£ LANDO&* 

Nobody In fhis generation reads The Spectator. There 
are, howerer, eereral pe<^le still smyiying who have read 
No. 1 ; in which No. 1 a strange mistake is made. It is 
there asserted, as a general affection of human nature, that 
it is impossible to read a book with satisfaction, until one 
has ascertained whether the author of it be tall or short, 
corpulent or thin, and, as to complexion, whether he be Ik 
'< black" man (which, in the Spedatof^s tune, was the 
absurd ezprefision for a swarthy man) or a fair man, or a 
sallow man, or perhaps a green man, which Southey 
affirmed t -to be the proper deficriptlDn lof many stout arti- 
ficers in Birmingham, too mudi given to work in metallic 
fumes ; on which account the name of Southey is an abomi- 
nation to this day in certain furnaces of Warwickshire. 
But can anything be more untrue than this Spectatorial 
doctrine 1 Did ever the youngest of female trovel-readers, 
on a sultry day, decline to eat a bunch of grapes until she 
knew whether the fruiterer were a good-looking man? 
Which of us ever heard a stranger inquiring for a " Guide 



* The Workfl of Walter Savage Landor. 2 vols, 
t "Southey affirmed:" — viz., in the "Letters of Espriella,** an 
imaginsiy Spaniard on a vidt to England, about the year 1810. 
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to the TroBachB," bat ^laying, ** I acrople, however, to pay 
for tliia book, until I knov whether the anthor is heathers 
legged.*' On thig principle, if any such prindjde prevailed^ 
we authors should be liable to as strict a revision of car 
physics before haying any right to be read, as we all are 
from the medical advisers of insurance offices before having 
our lives insured ; fellows tiiat examine one with stetho- 
60(q)es ; that pineh one, that actually pundi one in the 
ribs, until a man becomes savage, and — ^in case the insur- 
ance should miss fire in consequence of the medical report 
— speculates on the propriety of prosecuting the medical 
ruffian for an assault, for a most improvoked assault and 
battery, and, if possible, including in the indictment the 
now odious inosranee office as an accomplice before the 
^Mst Meantime the odd thing is^ not that Addison should 
have made a mistake, but that he and his readers should 
not, in this mistake, hare recognised a hidden truth — the 
sudden illumination of a propensity latent in all people 
but now first exposed ; for it hi^pens that there really t« 
a propensity in all of us, yeiy like what Addison describes, 
very different, and yet, after one correction, the very same* 
No reader cares about an author^s person h^ore reading his 
book : it is after reading it, and supposing the book to re- 
veal something of the writer's moral nature, as modifying 
his intellect ; it is for his fu% his fancy, his sadness, 
possibly his craziness^ that any reader cares about seeing 
the author in person. Afflicted with the very satyriasis of 
curiosity, no man ever wished to see the author of a Ready 
BeckaneTj or of a treatise on the Agistment TitJu^ or on 
the Present deplorable Dry-rot in Potatoes. << Bundle off, 
sir, as fast as you can," the most diligent reader would say 
to such an authcn:, in case he insisted on submitting his 
charms to inspection. ^ I hare had quite enough distress 
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of mind from reading your ▼orkB, without needing tbe 
additional diy-iot of your bodily presence.** Neither doea 
any man, on descending from a railway train, turn to look 
whether the carriage in which he has ridden happens to he 
a good-looking carriage, or wish £br an introduction to the 
coach-maker. Satisfied that the one has not broken his 
bones, and that the other has no writ against his person, he 
dismisses with the same frigid scowl both the carriage and 
the author of its existence. 

But, with respect to Mr. Lsndoi^ as at all connected 
with this reformed doctriae of the SpeetatoTy a diflELcully 
arises. He is a man of great geniu% and, as such, he 
cnghi to interest the public. More than enough appears of 
his strong, eccentric nature, through every page of his now 
eztensive writings, to win, am<»igBt those who have read 
him, a coirei^Bding inteiest in all that concerns him per- 
Bonally ; in his sodal relations, in luabioguphy, in his man- 
ners, in his appearance. Out of two conditions for attracting 
a personal interest, he has powerfully realized one. His 
moral nature, shining with coloured light through the crystal 
shrine of his thoughts, wiU Bot allow of your foigetldng it 
A sunset of Claude, ox a dying dolphin ea» be forgotten, 
and generally is forgotten ; but not tiie fiery radiations of 
a human spirit, built by nature to animate a leader in 
storms, a marfyr, a national reformer, an arch-rebd, as cir- 
cumstances might dictate, but whom too much wealth,^ 

* "Too much toedUh:" — Mr. Landor, who shotUd know best, 
spoaks of himself (once at least) as " poor ;** but that is all nonsense. 
I haTe known several people with annual ineomes bordering on 
4S20,000, who spoke of themselves, and seemed seriously to think 
themselves, unhappy "paupers." Lady Hester Stanhope, with 
£2700 a year (of which about twelve arose from her Government 
pension), and without one solitary dependant in her train, thought 
hanelf rich enough to beoone a ^ueen (an ArabiQ makkj/j in the 
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vxi the accidents of education, have turned aside into a 
contemplative reduse. Had Mr. Landor, therefore, been 
read in any extent answering to bis merits, he must have 
become, for the English public, an object of prodigious 
personal interest. We should have had novels upon him, 
lampoons upon him, libels upon him ; he would have been 
shown up dramatically on the stage ; he would, according 
to the old joke, have been " traduced " {tradwU) in French, 
and also '< overset " (pversat) in Dutch. Meantime he has 
not been read. It would be an affectation to think it. Many 
a writer is, by the sycophancy of literature, reputed to be 
read, whom in all Europe not six eyes settle upon through 
the revolving year. Literature, with its cowardly &lsehoods, 
exhibits the largest field of conscious Phrygian adulation that 
human life has ever exposed to the derision (^ the heavens. 
Demosth^es, for instance, or Plato, is not read to the ex- 
tent of twenty pages annually by ten people in Europe, 
The eale of their works would not account for three 
readers ; the other six or seven are generally conceded as 
possibilities furnished by the great public libraries. But, 
Uien, Walter Savage Landor, though writing a little in 
Latin, and a very little in Italian, does not write at all in 
Greek. So far he has some advantage over Plato ; and, if 
he writes chiefly in dialogue, which few people love to read 
any more than novels in the shape of letters, that is a 

crime common to both. So that he has the d ^I's luck 

and his own ; all Plato's chances, and one of his own beside^ 
viz., his English. Still, it is no use counting chances; 
facts are the thing. And printing-presses, whether of 
Europe or of England, bear witness that neither Plato nor 

Syrian xnoantains, but an absolute panper for London : " for how, yon 
know '* (as she wonid say, patiieticafly), ** eoM the fanaahlett of 
iptasters lire decently upon that pittance ?' 
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Landor is a marketable coamiodity. In fiMt, tiieiie two 
men leBemble each other in mmre particolan than it is at 
present necessaiy to saj. EspeolaUj they weie both iaf 
dined to be volaptnous ; both had a hankering afterpm;^ 
and fine linen; both hated « filthy dowlas" with &e 
hatred of Falstaff, whether in apparelling themseLYes or 
their diction ; and both bestowed pains as elaborate npon 
the secret oH of a dialogue, as a lapidaiy would upon the 
catting of a Snltan*s rabie& 

Bat mi^t not a man build a repntation on the basis of 
not being read 9 To be read is tmdoubtedly something : to 
be read by an odd million or so, is a sort of feather in a 
man's cap ; bnt it is also a distinction, thongh'of a separ- 
ate kind, that he has been read absolutely by nobody at 
alL There have been cases^ and one or two in modern 
times, where an auth(»r cotdd point to a vast array of hie 
own works, concerning which no evidence existed that so 
much as one had been opened by human hand, or glanced 
at by human eye. That was awful : such a sleep of pages 
by thousands in one eternal darkness, never to be visited 
by light ; such a rare immunity from the villanies of mis- 
construction ; such a Sabbath from the impertinencies of 
critics ! Tou shuddered to reflect that, for anything known 
to the contrary, there might lurk jewels of truth explored in 
vain, or treasure for ever intercepted to the interests of 
man. But such a sublimity supposes total defect of readers ; 
whereas it can be proved against Mr. Landor, that he hsA 
been read by at least a score of people, all wide awake'; 
and if any treason is buried in a page of his, thank Heaven, 
by this time it must have been found out and reported to 
the authoritiea So that neither can Landor plead the 
unlimited popularity of a novelist, aided by the interest of 
a tiJe. and by an artist, nor the total obscuration of a Gep- 
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litaii Mtophyridaii. Keither do mobs read Mm, as the^ 
do M. Sae ; nor do all men turn away their eyes from himi 
as tiiey do from HegeL'*' 

This, however, k true only of Mr. Landor*s prose works. 
His first work was a poem, vu., Gebir ; and it had the sub- 
lime distinction, for some time, of having eigoyed only two 
readers ; which two were Southey and myself. It was on first 
entering at Oxford that I found << Gebir" printed and pub* 
liakedy i,e,y nominally madepublte; whereas all its advertise- 
ments of birth and continued existence, were but so many 
notifications of its intense privacy. Not knowing South^y 
at that tune, I vainly conceited myself to be the one sole 
purchaser and reader of this poem. I even &ncied myself 
to have been pointed out in the streets of Oxford, where 
the two Landors had been well known in times preceding 
my own, as the one inexplicable man authentically known 
to possess ** Qebir,'* or even (it might be whispered mys< 
teriously) to have read '* Qebir." It was not dear but this 
r^utation mi^t stand in lieu of any independent &me^ and 
might raise me to literaiy distinction. The preceding gene- 
ration had greatly esteemed the man called ** SimgU^peech 
HamiUon /" not at all for the speech (which, though good, 
very few people had read), but entirely for the supposed fiEu;t 
that he had exhausted himself in that one speech, and had 
become physically incapable of making a second : so that 
afterwards, when he really did make a second, everybody 
was incredulous ; until, the thing beLng past denial, natu- 
rally the world was disgusted, and most people dropped his 
acquaintance. To be a Mono-GelHiist was quite as good a 

* " From Hegd:^^ — ^I am not prepicred with am affidavit that ik> 
man ever read the late Mr. Hegel, that great master of the impene- . 
trable. Bnt sufficient eyidenoe 6i that &cty as I conoeiye, mi^ bo 
drawn from those who hav^ writien oommentaries npon lufeii 
N — YOU 
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title to notoHety ; and five years after, when I foond that 
I had " a brother near the throne," yiz., Southey, morti- 
fication would hare led me willingly to resign altogether in 
his &vour. Shall I make the reader acquainted with the 
story of Qebir f 

Gebir is the king of GIbcaltar ; which, however, it would 
be an anachronism to caU Gibraltar, sinoe it drew that name 
from this very Gebir ; and doubtless, by way of boDOiir to 
his memory. Mussulmans tell a different story ; but who 
cares for what is said by infidel dogs 1 King, then, let us 
callhimof Galpe; and a very good king he is ; young, brave^ 
of upright intentions j but being also warlike, and inflamed 
hy popular remembrances of ancient wrongs, he resolves to 
seek reparation from the children's children of the wrong- 
doers ; and he weighs anchor in search of Mr. Pitt's <' in- 
demnity for the past," though not much regarding that right 
honourable gentleman's << security for the future." ligypt 
was the land that sheltered the wretches that represented 
the ancestors that had done the wrong. To Ilgypt, there- 
fore, does king Gebir steer his expedition, which counted 
ten thousand picked men : — 

" IncenBt 
By meditating on primeval wrongs, 
He blew his hattle-hom ; at which aprose 
Whole nations : here ten thousand of most might 
He called alond ; and soon Charoba saw 
His dark hehn hover o*er the land of Nile.*' 

Who is Charoba ) As respects the reader, she is the heroine 
of the poem : as respects £!gypt, she is queen by the grace 
of God, defender of the £uth, and so forth. Toung and 
accustomed to unlimited obedience, how could she be other* 
wise than alarmed by the descent of a host far more martial 
iihaa her own effeminate people^ and awwiming a rdigiou 
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ebatacfcer — avengers of wrong in some forgotten age f la 
ber trepidation, she turns for aid and counsel to her nuraa 
Dalica. Dalica, by tbe way, considered as a word, is a 
dactyle ; that is, you must not lay the accent on the t^ but 
on the first syllable. But, considered as a woman, Dalica is 
about as bad a one as even IJgypt could furnish. She is 
a thorough, gipsy ; a fortune-teller, and something worse. 
In fact, she is a sorceress, *' stiff in opinion :" and 
it needs not Pope's authority to infer that— of course 
she << is always in the wrong." By her advice, but for a 
purpose best known to herself, an interview is arranged be- 
tween Gharoba and the invading monarch. At this interview, 
the two youthful sovereigns, Gharoba the queen of hearts, 
and Qehir the king of clubs, &I1 irrevocably in love with 
each other. There*s an end of dub law : and Qebir is 
ever afterwaixls disarmed. But Dalica, that wicked Dalica, 
that sad old dactyle, who sees everything clearly that hap- 
pens to be twenty years distant, cannot see a pikenstaff if 
it happens to be close before her nose ; and of course she 
mistakes Gharoba's agitations of love for paroxysms of anger. 
Gharoba is herself partly to blame for this ; but you must 
excuse her. The poor child readily confided her terrors to 
Dalica ; but how can she be expected to make a love con- 
fidante of a tawny old witch like her ) Upon this mistake, 
however, proceeds the whole remaming plot. Dr. Dalica 
(which means doctor D., and by no means dear D.) having 
totally mistaken the symptoms, the diagnosis, the prognosis, 
and everything that ends in osis, necessarily mistakes also 
the treatment of the case ; and, like some other doctors, 
failing to make a cure, covers up her blunders by a general 
slaughter. She visits her sipter, a sorceress more potent 
than herself, living 

** Peep in the wHdernefls of woe, Masar." 
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Between them Chej concert l^Uiah incantatioiis. Ftdin. thei9 
fssaes a yenomons robe, like that of the centaur NessiuL 
This, at a festal meeting between the two nations and their 
two princes, is given by Gharoba to her lover — her lover, but 
as yet not recognised as snch bj her, nor until the moment 
of his death, avowed as snch by himse]£ Qebir dies — ^the 
accursed robe, dipped in the ** viscous poison" exuding from 
the gums of the grey cerastes, and tempered by other veno- 
mous juices of plant and animal, proves too much for his 
rocky constitution — Gibraltar is found not impregnable— 
the blunders of Dalica, the wicked nurse, and the arts of 
her sister Myrthyr, the wicked witch, are found too potent ; 
and in one moment the imion of two nations^ with the 
happiness of two sovereigns, is wrecked for ever. The 
dosing situation of the parties — monarch and monarch, 
nation and nation, youthful king and youthful queen, dying 
or despairing — nation and nation that had been reconciled, 
starting Bsander once again amidst festival and flowers — 
these objects are scenically effective. The conception of tho 
grouping is good ; the mise en so^ is good ; but, from want 
of pains-takix]^, not sufficiently brought out into strong 
relief; and the dying words of Qebir, which wind up the 
whole, are too bookish — ^they seem to be part of some article 
which Gebir had been writing for the Gibraltar Quarterly. 

There are two episodes, ccmiposing jointly about two- 
sevenths of the poem, and by no means its weakest parts. 
One describes the descent of Gebir to Hades. His guide is 
a man — ^who is this man ? 

" liying — ^they called him Aroar." 

Is he no^ living, then f No. Is he dead, then 1 No, nor 
dead either. Poor Aroar cannot live, and cannot die-Hio 
that he is in an almighty fix. In this disagreeable dilemma, 
hb contrives to amuse himself with polities-«-«ud, rather of 
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a Jacobinical east : like the "VHigilian .AntoB, Qebir is intro- 
duoed not to the ahadea of the past only, but of the future^ 
He sees the pre-existing ghosts of gentlemen who aie yet to 
come, silent as ghosts ought to b^ but destined at some far 
distant time to nuUce a considerable noise in our upper 
world. Amongst these is our worthy old Qeorge iil, who 
(strange to say !) is not foreseen as galloping from Windsor 
to Eew, siuTounded by an escort of dragoons, nor in a 
scarlet coat riding after a fox, nor taking his morning 
rounds amongst his sheep and his turnips ; but in the like- 
ness of some savage creature, whom really, were it not for 
his eyebrows and his ^^dcadimg^^ forehead, the reader would 
never recognise : 

" Aroar ! what wretch that nearest na ? what wretch 
Ib that, with eyebrows white and sbnting brow ? 

O king ! 

Iberia bore him ; bat the breed acciirst 
Inclement winds blew blighting from north-^ast." 

Ihena is spiritual England; and fwrihrtad is mystical 
Hanover. But what, then, were the '< wretch's*' crimes f 
The white eyebrows I confess to ; those were certainly 
crimes of considerable magnitude : but what else 1 Gebir 
has the same curiosity as myself, and propounds something 
like the same fushing question : 

'* He was a warrior then, nor fear*d the gods ?*' 

Tq which Aroar answers — 

" Gebir I he fear*d the demons, not the gods ; 
Though them, indeed, his daily fiice adored, 
And was no warrior; yet the thousand liyes 
Squandered as if to exercise a sling," &c. &c. 

Really Aroar is too TcmrFawMk^ and seems up to a little 
treason. He makes the poor king answerable for more 
than his own share of national offences, if such they were. 
All of us in the last generation were rather fond of fighting 
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and aaaisting at fights in the character of mere spectatora 
I am Bore I waa. Bat if that is any fimlt, so was Plato^ 
who, though probably inferior as a philosopher to you and 
me^ reader, was much superior to either of us as a cock- 
fighter. So was Socrates in the preceding age ; for, as he 
notoriously haunted the company of Aldbiades at all hours, 
he must often have found his pupil diverting himself with 
these fighting quails which he kept in such numbers. Be 
assured that the oracle's <' wisest of men " lent a hand veiy 
cheerfully to putting on the spurs when a main was to be 
fought ; and, as to betting, probably that was the reason 
why Xantippe was so often down upon him when he went 
home at night. To come home reeling from a fight, with- 
out a drachma left in his pocket, would naturally provoke 
any woman. Posterity has be^i very much misinformed 
about these things ; and, no doubt, about Xantippe^ poor 
woman, in particular. If she had had a disciple to write 
books, as her cock-fighting husband had, perhaps we shouW 
have read a veiy different story. By the way, tiie pro 
pensity to wandalum magnaivm in Aroar was one of the 
things that fixed my youthful attention, and perhaps my 
admiration, upon Qebir. For myself, as perhaps the reader 
may have heard, I was and am a Toiy ; and in some remote 
geological era, my bones may be dug up by some future 
Buckland as a specimen of the fossil Toiy. Tet, for all 
that, I loved audacity j and I gazed with some indefinite 
shade of approbation upon a poet whom the Attorney-General 
might have occasion to speak with. 

This, however, was a mere condiment to the main 
attraction of the poem. Thai lay in the picturesqueness of 
the images, attitudes, groups, dispersed everywhere. The 
eye of the reader rested everywhere upon festal procesaona, 
upon the storied panels of Theban gates, or upon sculptured 
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vases. The yeiy first lines that by accident met my eye, were 
those which follow. - 1 cite them in mere obedience to the fact 
as it really was; else there are niore istriking illustrations of 
this sculpturesque faculty in Mr. Landor ; and for this fEumlty 
it was that both Southey and myself separately and inde- 
pendently had named him the English Valerius Elaccus. 

GEBIS ON BEPAntma TO HIS FIBST INTERVlJfiW WITH 

-CHABOBA. 

" Bat Gebir^ when he heard of her approach, 
Laid by his orb^d shield : his vizor helnii 
His backier and his corslet he laid by, 
And bade that none attend him: at his side 
Two faithful dogs that urge the silent course, 
Shaggy, deep-chested, croucht ; the crocodile, 
Crying, oft made them raise their flaccid ears, 
And push their hmda within tJievr master's hand. 
There was a lightning paleness in his face, 
Such as Diana rising o*er the rocks 
Showered on the lonely Latmian ; on his brow 
Sorrow there was, but there was nought seyere." 

" And the long moonbeam on the hard wet sand 
Zay like ajcuper column half upbear* d" 

" The king, who sat before his tent, descried 
The dust rise redden'dfrom the setting sun,** 

Kow let us pass to the imaginary dialogues : — 

Marshal Bugeavd and Arab ChieftairL^^—TlaB dialogu<j^ 

which is amongst the shortest, would not challenge a 

separate notice, were it not for the fi^shness in the public 

mind,'*' and yet undcatrized rawness of that atrocity which 

* Ten or 41 dozen years ago, when this was written, the atrocity of 
JDahra was familiar to the readers of newspapers : it is now for- 
gotten ; and therefore I ntrace it briefly. The French in Algiers, 
upon occasion of some razzia against a party of Arabs, hunted them 
into the cave or cores of Dahra ; and, upon the reihsal of the Arabs 
to surrender, filled up the mouth of their retreat with combustiblet, 
«nd eventttally roasted alive the whole party — ^men, women, and 
ohildicB. The Marshal Sit Amand, who flabseqaenily died in 
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it oommeiiumtot. Hoe Is an official aoeoimt fixim tke 
eommaiider-in-oliief >*— ^ Of wrai hnmclred refinetoiyaiid le- 
beUiona who took zofogo la tiie oaferns of Dabia, thirty,** 
njB the^gloiy-himting Mainhal, ^'and tiiiitj <mi]j, are alire : 
and of these thirty there are four oofy who are capable of 
lahouTy or indeed of motioii.'' How predouB to the Mar- 
ahaTs heart mtut be that hanreet of miseiy from whidi he 
00 lelnctantlj allows the discoimt of about one-half per 
cent Fonr only oat of aeren hnndred, he is luppy to 
aaBore GhriBtendom, remain capable of hopping abont ; as 
to working, or getting honest bread, or doing any service 
in this world to themadres or othen^ it is truly delightfiil 
to announce^ for publio information, that all such practices 
are put a stop to for ever. 

Amongst the fortunate four, who retain the power of 
hopping, we must reckon the Ara^ chiefiam, who is intro- 
duced into the colloquy in the character of respondent He 
can hop, of course, ex hypothesis being one of the ever ln<^ 
quaternion ; he can hop a little also as a rhetorician ; in- 
deed, as to ihoA he is too much for Ihe Marshal ; but on 
the other hand, he cannot see ; the cave has cured him of 
any such impertinence as staring into other people's faces ; 
he is also Uune, the care has shown him the absurdity of 
rambling about ; — and, finally, he is a b^ss^ ; or, If he 
will not aUow himself to be called by that name, upon the 
argument (which seems plausible) that he cannot be a 
beggar if he never b^gs, it is not the less certain that, in 
case of betting a sixpence^ the chieftain would find it in- 
convenient to stake the cash. 



faprome conmiand of the French anny before Sebastopol, was tad 
to hftTe been oonoemed as a principal in this atrocity. Meantime 
the Arabs are not rightfully or specially any objects of legitimate 
empathy in sooh a case ; for thej are quite capable of similar emel* 
jties under any movement of leligioiis fc«^o*g^m 
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The Marskal, who apparently does not pique Urnself 
npon pdliteneBflp addiessea the Axab by the following assort- 
ment of names — <' Thief, assassin, traitor ! blind gr^beard ! 
lame beggar." The three finrt tiUes, being probably mis- 
taken for compliments, the Arab pockets in silence ', but to 
the double-barrelled discharges of the two last he replies 
thus : — '< Oease there. Thou canst never make me b^ for 
bread, for water, or for life ; my grey beard is from God ; 
my blindness and lameness are from thee." This is a 
pleasant way of doing business ; rarely does one find little 
accounts so expeditiously settled and receipted. Beggar 9 
But how if I do not b^ f Greybeard f Put that down 
to the account of God. Cripple ? Put that down to your 
own. Getting sullsy under this mode of fencing from the 
desert-bom, the Marshal invites him to enter one of his 
new-made law courts, where he will hear of something 
probably no^ to his advantage. Our Arab friend, however, 
is no connoisseur in courts of law : small wale * of courts 
in the desert ; he does not so much " do himself the honour 
to decline " as he turns a deaf ear to this proposal, and on 
his part presents a little counter invitation to the Marshal 



* Wale fjOtennaoAch waUtj, the old ballad word for choice. But 
the motiye for using it in this place is in allusion to an excellent 
old Scottish sioiy (not sufficiently known in the South), of a rustic 
laird, who profited by the hospitality of his neighbours, duly to get 
drunk once (and no more) eyery night, returning in the happiest 
frame of mind under the escort of his servant Andrew. In spite of 
Andrew, however, it sometimes happened that the laird fell off his 
horse ; and on one of these occasions, as he himself was dismounted 
from his saddle, his wig was dismounted from his cranium. Both 
fell together into a peat-moss, and both were together fished out by 
Andrew. But the laird, in his confusion, putting on the wig wrong 
side before, reasonably "jaloused'' that this could not be his own 
wig, but some other man's, which suspicion he communicated to 
Andrew, who argued contra by this most conclusiye reply—" Hout 1 
jiirdi there's nae w«le o* wigs i' a peat-iDoss«" 
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for Skpie^nie party to the cares of Dahia. << Enter/' iajn 
the mupariiig sheik, << and nng and whistle in the cayem 
where the hones of hrare men are never to hleach, are never 
to decay. Go, where the mother and infiemt are inseparable 
for ever — one mass of charcoal ; the breasts that gave life^ 
the lips that received it — all, all, save only where two 
arms, in colour and hardness like corroded iron, ding 
Tound a brittle stem, shrunken, warped, and where two 
heads are calcined. Even this massacre, no doubt, will find 
defenders in your country, for it is the custom of your 
country to cover blood with lies, and lies with blood." 
^ And,*' says the facetious French Marshal, *' here and there 
a sprinkling of ashes over both." Abab. — << Ending in 
merriment, as befits ye. But is it ended f But is it 
ended f Ay ; the wilderness beyond Algiers retu^is an 
echo to those ominous words of the blind and mutilated 
chieftain. No, brave Arab, although the Marshal soofi^gly 
rejoins that at least it is ended for yoti, ended it is not ; 
for the great quarrel by which human nature pleads with 
such a fiendish spirit of warfare, carried on under the coun- 
tenance of him who stands first in authority under the 
nation that stands second in authorily amongst the leaders 
of civilisation ; quarrel of that sort, once arising, does not 
go to sleep again until it is righted for ever. As the Eng- 
lish martyr at Oxford said to his fellow-mariyr — << Brother, 
DC of good cheer, for we shall this day light up a fire in 
England that, by the blessing of Qod, will not be extin- 
guished for ever," — even so the atrocities of these hybrid 
campaigns between baffled civilisation on the one side, and 
barbarism on the other, provoked into frenzy, will, like 
the horrors of the middle passage amongst the children of 
Africa, rising again from the Atlantic, suddenly, at the bar of 
the British senate, sooner or later reproduce themselves* in 
strong reactions of the social mind throuichout Ghristendomi 
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upon aU the horrors of war that iare 'wilM and saperfinous. 
In that case there will be a consolation in reserre for the 
compatriots of those, the brave men, the women, and the in- 
nocent children, who died in that fieiy furnace at Dahra. 

** Their moans 
The vales redoubled to the hills, and they 
To heaven." » 

The caves of Dahra repeated the woe to the hills, and the 
hills to God. But such a furnace, though fierce, may be 
viewed as brief indeed if it shall terminate in permanently 
pointing the wrath of nations (as in this dialogue it has 
pointed the wrath of genius) to the particular outrage and 
class of outrages which it concerns. The wrath of nations 
IS a consuming wrath, and the scorn of intellect is a wither- 
ing scorn, for all abuses upon which either one or the other 
is led^ by strength of circumstances, to settle itself system- 
aticcdly. The danger is fcr the most part that the very 
violence of public feeling should rock it asleep — ^the tempest 
exhausts itself by its own excesses — and the thunder of one 
or two immediate explosions, by satisfying the first clamours 
of human justice and indignation, is too apt to intercept 
that sustained roll of artillery which is requisite for the 
effectual assault of long established abuses. Luckily in 
the present case of the Dahra massacre there is the less 
danger of such a result, as the bloody scene has happened 
to fall in with a veiy awakened state of the public sensi- 
bility as to the evils of war generally, and with a state of 
expectation almost romantically excited as to the possibility 
of readily or permanently exterminating these evils. 

Hope, meantime, even if unreasonable, becomes wise and 



* Milton, in uttering his grief (but also his hopes growing out of 
this grief) upon a similar tragedy, viz., the massacre of the Protestant 
^fwuen and children by " the bloody Pi«dittonteM ** 
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holj when il potnte along a palih of pmpoaeB that are mora 
than vmuHlj beDefieant Aooordiiig to a fine iDnatnitiaa of 
Sir Philip Sidnej'a, drawn fiom the piactiee of uaSberj^ by 
attampting more than we can poasibly aeoomplidi, we shall 
yet reach fiurther than erer we ihauld hare readied with a 
leas ambitioiiB aim ; we ahaU do much for the pmificatioii 
of war, if nothing at all for its abolition ; and atrocities of 
this Algerine order are amongst the eailiest that will give 
way. They will sink before the growing illaminationy and 
(what IB equally important) before the growing combination 
of minds acting simultaneously from various oentresi in 
nations otherwise the most at rariance. By a *rate of 
motion continually accelerated, the gathering power of the 
press^ falling in with the growing &cilities of personal in- 
tereourse, is, day by day, bringing Europe more and more 
into a state of fusion, in which the sublime name of ChrtB- 
iendom will continually become more and more significant, 
and will express a unity of the most awful order, tiz., in 
the midst of strife, long surviving as to inferior interests 
and subordinate opinions, will express an agreement con- 
tinually more close, and an agreement continually more 
operative, upon all capital questions affecting human right% 
duties, and the interests of human progress. Before that 
tribunal, which every throb of evury steam-en^e, in print- 
ing-houses and on railroads, is hurrying to establish, all 
flagrant abuses of belligerent powers will fall prostrate; 
and, in particular, no form of pure undisguised murder will 
be any longer allowed to confound itself with the necessities 
of honourable warfare. 

Much already has been accomplished on this path ; more 
than people are aware of; so gradual and silent has been 
the advance. How noiseless is the growth of com I Watch 
it night and day for a week, and you will never see it 
growing ; but return after two months, and you will find 
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it all whitening for the hairesi Sncfa, and so imperc^ 
tible, in the stages of their motion, are the victories of the 
press. Here is one instance. Just forty-seyen years ago, 
on the shores of Syria, was celebrated by Napoleon Bona- 
parte, the most damnable camiyal of murder that romance 
has fabled, or that history has recorded. Bather more than 
four thousand men — not (like Tyrolese or Spanish guerillas) 
even in pretence, <<in9uigent rustics," but regular troops^ 
serving the Pacha and the Ottoman Sultan ; not old men 
that might by odd fractions have been thankful for dis^ 
missal from a life of care or sorrow, but all young Albanians, 
in the early morning of manhood, the oldest not twenty-four 
— ^were exterminated by successive rolls of musketry, when 
helpless as infants, having their arms pinioned behind their 
backs like felons on the scafifbld, and having surrendered 
their muskets (which else would have made so desperate a 
resistance) on the faith that they were dealing with soldiers 
and men of honour. I have elsewhere examined, as a 
question in casuistry, the frivolous pretences for this iur 
famous carnage ; but that examination I have here no wish 
to repeat ; for it would draw off the attention from one 
feature of the case, which I desire to bring before the 
reader, as giving to this Jaffa tragedy a depth of atrodly 
wanting in that of Dahra. The four thousand and odd 
young Albanians had been seduced, trepanned, fraudulently 
decoyed, from a post of considerable strength, in which they 
could and would have sold their lives at a bloody rate, by 
a solemn promise of safety from authorized French officers. 
" But,*' said Napoleon, in part of excuse, << these men, my 
aides-de-camp, were poltroons : to save their own lives, 
they made promises which they ought no^ to have made." 
Suppose it so; and suppose the case one in which tiie 
supreme authorily has a right to disavow his agents ; what 
Hbm f This entitles tiiat aathorify to lebm his latificatioa 
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to the terms agreed on ; but thiB^ at the same time, obliges 
him to rephice the hostile parties in the advantages fix»n 
which his agents had wiled them hj these terms. A robber, 
who even owns himself such, will not pretend that he may 
refuse the price of the jewel as exorbitant^ and yet keep 
possession of the jewel And next comes a fi^udnlent 
advantage, not obtained by a knavery in the aide-de-camp^ 
but in the leader himsel£ The surrender of the weapons^ 
and the submission to the fettering of the arms^ were not 
concessions from the Albanians, filched by the representar 
tlves of Napoleon, acting (as he says) without orders, but 
by express falsehoods, emanating from himself. The officer 
commanding at Dahra could not have reached his enemy 
without the shocking resource which he employed : Napo^ 
leon could. The officer at Dahra violated no covenant: 
Napoleon did. The officer at Dahra had not by lies 
seduced his victims from their natural advantages : Napo- 
leon had. Such was the atrocity of Jafia in the year 
1799. Now, the relation of that great carnage to the 
press, the secret argument through which that vast massacre 
connects itself with the progress of the press, is this : That 
in 1799, and the two following years, when most it had 
become important to search the character and acto of 
Napoleon, no European writer, with the solitary excep- 
tion of Sir Robert Wilson, no section of the press, cared 
much to insist upon this, by so many d^rees, the worst 
deed of modem* military life. From that deed all the 

" Modern mUUary life :^ — By modem I mean siDce the opening 
of the thirty years* war by ihe battle of Pktigae in the year 1618. In 
this war, the sack, or partial sack, of Magdebntg, will occur to the reader 
as one of theworst amongst martial niflBanisms. But this happens to be 
a hoax. It is an old experience, that, when once the demure muse of 
history has allowed herself to tell a lie, she never retracts it. Many are 
the fiUiehoods in our own history, which our children read traditionally 
fcr truths, merely because our uncntical granij^thers belier^ them ^ 
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waters of the Atlantic would not have deansed him ; 
and yet, smce 1804, we have heard much oftener of 
the sick men whom he poisoned in his Syrian hospital 
(an act of merely erroneous humanity), and more ot 
the Due d*Enghien's execution than of either; though 
this, B&vage as it was, admits of such paUiations as be- 
long to doubtful provocations in the sufferer, and to ex- 
treme personal terror in the inflicter. Here then, we have 



lesach. MagJeBiiifj, wiw wrf —Irf WhafcfanlfcUittft was in the case 
belonged to the Eling of Sweden, who certainlj was renniw nr Av 
instance, though with excuses more than were hearkened to at that 
time. Tilly, the Bayariaa general, had no reason for seyeritj in 
this case, and showed none. According to tbe regpilar routine of 
war, Magdeburg had become forfeited to military execution ; which, 
let the reader remember, was not, in those days, a right of the gene- 
ral as against the enemj, and bj way of salutary warning to other 
cities, lest they also should abuse the right of a reasonable defence; 
but was a right of the soldiery as against their own leaders. A town 
stormed was then a little perquisite to the ill-fed and ill-paid soldiers. 
So of prisoners. If I made a prisoner of " Signer Drew,*' see 
Shakspere*8 Senry K, it was my business to fix his ransom : the 
general had no business to interfere with that. Mind that distinc- 
tion, reader. Tilly might forego a parchment right that was his 
own; but how if it belonged to his hungiy army? Magdeburg, 
therefore, had incurred the common penalty (which she must have 
foreseen) of obstinacy ; and the only difference between her case and 
that of many another brave little town, that quietly submitted to the 
usual martyrdom, without howling througn all the speaking-trumpets 
of history, was this — ^that the penalty was, upon Magdeburg, but 
partially enforced. Harte, the tutor of Lord Chesterfield's son, first 
published, in his Life of Ghistayus Adolphus, an authentio diary of 
what passed at that time, kept by a Lutheran clergyman. This 
diary shows sufficiently that no real departures were made from the 
customary routine, except in the direction of mercy. But it is evi- 
dent that the people of Magdeburg were a sort of German boars, oi 
whom, it is notorious, that if you attempt in the kindest way to shear 
them, all you get is horrible yelling, and (the proverb asserts) very 
UtUe wool. The case being a classical one in the annals of militaiy 
Mtmges, I have noiioed its real fiMituiM. 
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a case of wholesale militaiy miuderi rnnanating from Chris- 
tendom, not at all leas treadieioiis than the wont of Asiatic 
mnideia : and yet this Christian atrodly hardly moyed a 
Yibralion of anger, or a aolitaiy outcry of protestation from 
tiie European press (then, perhiqps, having the ezcose of 
deadly fear for herself), or even from the press of nuxcal 
England, having no soch ezcose* Fifty and odd yean have 
passed; a less enormily is perpetrated, but again by a 
French leader : and, behold ! Europe is now convulsed 
from side to side by unafifected indignation ! So travels 
the press to victory : such is the light, and so broad, which 
it di£Euses : such is the strength fi>r action by which it 
combines the hearts of nations. 

weulscbtoos and CALvnr. 

Of Mr. Landor*8 notions in religion it would be usdesa^ 
and without polemic arguments it would be aiiogant, to 
say that they are false. It is sufficient to say that they 
are degrading. In the dialogue between Melanchthon and 
Calvin, it is dear that the former represents Mr. L. himself, 
and is not at all the Melanchthon whom we may gather 
from his writings. Mr. Landor has heard that he was 
gentie and timid in action ; and he exhibits Mm as a mere 
development of that key-note ^ as a compromiser of all that 
is severe in doctrine; and as an effeminate pidcer and 
chooser in morak. Qod, in hi» conception of him, is not a 
fother so much as a benign, but somewhat weak, old grand- 
fother; and we, his grandchildren, being now and then 
rather naughty, are to be tidded with a rod made of 
feathens but^ upon the whole, may rely upon an etonity of 
sugar-plums. For instance, take the puny idea ascribed to 
Melanchthon upon Idolatry; and consider, for one moment, 
liow littie it corresponds to the vast madiineiy reared up 
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by God lumself . against this secret poison and dreadful 
temptation of human nature. Melanchthon cannot mean to 
question the truth or the importance of the Old Testament ; 
and yet, if his view of idolatry (as reported by L.) be sound, 
the Bible must have been at the root of the worst mischief 
ever yet produced by idolatry. He begins by describing 
idolatry as "Jewish;" insinuating that it was an irregula- 
rity chiefly besetting the Jews. But how perverse a &ncy ! 
In the Jews, idolatry was a disease ; in Pagan nations, it 
was the normal state. In a nation (if any such nation 
oould exist) of critins or of lepers, nobody would talk of 
cretinism or leprosy as of any morbid affection ; ^uU would 
be the regular and natural condition of man. But where, 
either was spoken of with horror as a minous taint in 
human flesh, it would argue that naturally (and, perhaps, 
by a large minority) the people were uninfected. Amongst 
Pagans, nobody talked of idolatry — ^no such idea existed — 
because thai was the regular form of religious worship. To 
be named at all, idolatry must be viewed as standing in 
opposition to some higher worship that is not idolatry. 
But, next, as we are all agreed that in idolatry there is 
something evil, and differ only as to the propriety of con- 
sidering it a Jewish evil — ^in what does this evil lie ? It 
lies, according to the profound Landorian Melanchthon, in 
this — ^that different idolaters figure the Deity under different 
forms : if they could aU agree upon one and the same mode 
of figuring the invisible Being, there need be no quarrelling ; 
in this case, consequently, there would be no harm in idolatry 
— ^none whatever. But^ unhappily, it seems each nation, or 
sometimes section of a nation, has a different fancy : they get 
to disputing ; and from that they get to boxing, in which it 
is argued, lies the true evil of idolatry. It is an extra cause 

of broken heads. One tribe of men represent the Deity as 
v2 
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a beantiM young nian, -with a lyre and a golden bow ; 
another as a snake ; and a third — ^Elgyptiansy for instance, 
of old — as a beetle or an onion ; these last, according to 
Juvenal's remark, haying ^le htspfj pdvUege of growing 
their own gods in their own kitchen-gardens. In «n tUi 
there would be no harm, were it not for subsequent polemics 
and polemical assaults. Such, if we listen to Mr. L., is 
Melanchthon's profound theory * of a false idolatrous re- 
Up^m, Were the police everywhere on an English footing, 
ana the magistrates as unlike as possible to Turkish Cadis, 
notiiing could be less objectionable ; but, as things are, the 
i^eetle-worshipper despises the onion-worshipper ; which 
breeds ill blood ; whence grows a cudgel ; and from the 
cudgel a constable; and from the constable an unjust 
magistrate. Not so, Mr. Landor ; thus did not Melanch- 
thon speak : and if he did, and would defend it for a 
thousand times, then for a thousand times he would deserve 
to be trampled by posterity into that German mire which 
he sought to evade by his Grecian disguiscf The true 
evil of idolatry is this : There is one sole idea of God, 



• ** MdaTtchthorCs profound theory:** — ^That the reader may not 
suppose me misrepresenting Mr. L., I subjoin his words, p. 224, vol. 
i. : — " The evil of idolatry is this — ^rival nations haye ittised np rival 
deities ; war hath been denounced in the name of heaven ; men have 
been murdered for the love of God ; and such impiety hath darkened 
all the regions of the world, that the Lord of all things hath been 
mocked by all simultaneously as the Lord of Hosts." " The evil of 
idolatry is, not (we find) that it disfigures the Deity (in which, it 
seems, there might be no great harm), but that one man's disfigura- 
tion differs from another man's; which leads to quarrelling, and 
that to fighting.*' 

f ** Grecian disguise:** — ^The true German name of this learned 
reformer was Schwarzerd (black earth) ; but the homeliness and pon 
provoking quality of such a designation induced Helanchthon to mask 
h in Greek. By the way, I do not understand how Mr. Landor, the 



r 
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which coiresponds adequately to his total nature. Of this 
idea, two things may be affirmed : the first being — ^that it 
is at the root of all absolute grandeur, of all truth, and of 
all moral perfection ; the second being — ^that, natural and 
easy as it seems when once unfolded, it could only have 
been unfolded by revelation ; and, to all eternity, he that 
started with a false conception of God, could not, through 
any effort of his own, have exchanged it for a true one. 
All idolaters alike, though not all in equal degrees, by in- 
tercepting the idea of Grod through the prism of some 
representative creature that partially resembles God, refract, 
splinter, and distort that idea. Even the idea of light, of 
the pure, solar light — the old Persian symbol of Crod — ^has 
that depraving necessity. light itself^ besides being an 
impeifect symbol, is an incarnation for us. However pure 
itself, or in its original divine manifestation, for us it is in- 
carnated in forms and in matter that are not pure : it 
gravitates towards physical alliances, and therefore towards 
unspiritual pollutions. And all experience shows that the 
tendency for man, left to his own imagination, is down- 
wards. The purest symbol, derived from created things, 
can and will condescend to the grossness of inferior human 
natures, by submitting to mirror itself in more and more 
carnal representative symbols, until finally the mixed element 
of resemblance to God is altogether buried and lost. God, 
by this succession of imperfect interceptions, falls more and 
more under the taint and limitation of the alien elements 
associated with all created things ; and, for the ruin of all 
moral grandeur in man, every idolatrous nation left to itself 

arch-purist in orthography, reconciles his spelling of the name to Greek 
orthodoxy : there is no Greek word that could he expressed hy the 
English syllahle " cthon.'' Such a word as Melancthon for Melanc^^on 
would be a hybrid monster— neither fish, flesh, nor good red-herring. 
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will giaduaQy bring round the idea of Qod into the idea of 
a powerful demon. Many things check and distorb thii 
tendency for a time ; bat finally, and nnder that intense 
ciyilisation to which man inteUeetoally ie always hnnying 
nnder the eternal erolation of physioai knowledge, sach a 
degradation of Qod's idea^ raiaoas to the moral capadties 
of man, would undoubtedly perfect itself, were it not for the 
IrinHling of a purer standard by rereiation. Idolatry, iiiere* 
fore, is not merely an evil, and one utterly beyond the 
power of social institutions to redress, but, in fact^ it is the 
fountain of aU other evil that seriously menaces tiie destiny 
of the human race. 

F0B80N ASTD 80UTHET. 

The two dialogues between Southey and Porson relate to 
Wordsworth ; and they connect Mr. Landor with a body 
of groundless criticism, far whidi Tainly he wHl seek to 
evade his responsibility by pleading the caution posted up 
at the head of his Conversations, viz. — ** Avoid a mistake 
in attributing to the toriter any opinions in this book but 
what are spoken und^ his own name." If Person, there- 
fore, should happen to utto: viUanies that are indictable;, 
^uit (you are to understand) is Person's afiEair. Bender 
unto Landor the eloquence of the dialogue, but render unto 
Porson any kicks which Pcnrson may have merited by his 
atrocities against a man whom assuredly he never heard of, 
and probably never saw. Now, unless Wordsworth ran 
into Person in the streets of Cambridge on some dark night 
about the era of the French Revolution, and capsized him 
into the kennel ! — a thing which is ezoeedingly improbable, 
considering that Wordsworth was never tipsy except once 
in his life, yet, on the other hand, is exceeding probable, 
considering that Porson was very seldom otherwise— barring 
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this one opening for a collision, there ib no human poad- 
bilily or contingency known to insurance offices, through 
which Person eyer could hare been brought to trouble hiB 
head about Wordsworth. It would hare taken three 
witches, and three broom-sticks, clattering about his head, 
to have extorted from Person any attention to a contem- 
porary poet that did not give first-rate feeds. And a man 
that, besides his criminal conduct in respect of dinners, 
actually made it a principle to drink nothing but water, 
would have seemed so depraved a character in Person's 
eyes that, out of regard to public decency, he would never 
have mentioned his name, had he even happened to know 
it " Oh, no ! he never mentioned himJ' Be assured of 
that. As to poetiy, be it known that Person read none 
whatever, unless it were either political or obscena With no 
seasoning of either sort, << Wherefore," he would ask indig- 
nantly, ^* should I waste my time upon a poem V* Person 
had read the RoUiad, because it concerned his political party ; 
he had read the epistle of Obereea, Queen of Otaheite, to 
Sir Joseph Banks, beeaose, if Joseph was rather too de- 
mure, the poem was not. Else, and with such exceptions, 
he condescended not to any metrical writer subsequent 
to the era of Pope, whose Eloisa to Abelard he could say 
by heart, and could even sing ^^^ beginning to end; 
which, indeed, he umUd do, whether you chose it or not, 
after a sufficient charge of brandy, and sometimes even 
though threatened with a cudgel, in case he persiated in 
his molestations. Waller he had also read, and occasion- 
ally quoted with effect. Bat as to a critique on Words- 
worth, whose name had not begun to mount £rom the 

ground when Person died,* as reasonably and character- 

» ^^^^— ■ ■ — 

* An eqTud mistake it n in Hr. Landor to pat into the mouth of 

Poraon any Titaperation of Mathias as one that had vttered epinioBB 
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ifldcally mg^i It lunre been put into the mouth of the 
Hetem Flatoff. Instead of Poison's criticisms on writings 
which he never saw, let us hear Person's account of a 
fashionable rout in an aristocratic London mansion :. it was 
the only party of distinction that this hirsute but most learned 
Theban ever visited ; and his history of what passed (comic 
alike and tragic) is better worth preserving than '< Bran- 
tome," or even than Swift's " Memoirs of a Parish Qerk." 
It was by the hoax of a young Cantab that the 'Profesaxx 
was ever decoyed into such a party : the thing was a 
swindle; but his report of its natural philosophy is not 
on that account the less picturesque : — 

SoDTHBY. — Why do yoo repeat the word roid bo often ? 

PoBSOK. — ^I was once at one by mistake ; and really I saw there 
what yon describe : and this made me repeat the word and smile. 
Ton seem curious. 

SouTflET. — ^Rather, indeed. 



upon Wordsworth. In the PursuiU of Literature, down to the fif- 
teenth editioUi there is no mention of Wordsworth^s name. Southey 
is mentioned slightingly, and chiefly with reference to his then demo- 
cratic principles ; but not Coleridge, and not Wordsworth. Mathias 
soon after went to Italy, where he passed the remainder of his life — 
died, I believe, and was buried — ^never, perhaps, haying heard the 
name of Wordsworth. As to Person, it is very true that Mathias took 
a few liberties with his private habits, such as his writing paragraphs 
in the little cabinet fitted up for the gena de plume at the Morning 
Chronicle Office, and other trifles. But these, though impertinences, 
were not of a nature seriously to offend. They rather flati*^^d, by 
the interest which they argued in his movements. And with regard 
to Person's main pretension, his exquisite skill in Greek, Mathias 
was not the man to admire this too little : his weakness, if in that 
point he had a weakness, lay in the opposite direction. His own 
Greek was not a burden that could have foundered a camel : he was 
neither accurate, nor extensive, nor profound. But yet Mr. Lander 
is wrong in thinking that he drew it from an Index. In his Italian, 
be had the advantage probably very much of Mr. Landor himself: 
at least, he wrote it with more fluency and compass ; and even hit 
metrical efforts in that language were admired by Italians. 
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* PoBSOir. — ^I had been dintng wif tbere were some who smoked 
after dinner : within a few hours, the fumes of their pipes produced 
such an effect on my head that I was willing to go into the air a little. 
Still I continued hot and thirsty ; and an undergraduate, whose tutor 
was my old acquaintance, proposed that we should turn into an oyster- 
cellar, and refresh ourselves with oysters and porter. The JVgH^ 
instead of this, cQndncted me to a finhiiiialilo hniion in the neighhour- 
liood of Bt. James's ; and, ailChough I expostulated with him, and 
insisted that we were going t^ stairs and not dawUf he appeared to 
me so ingenuous in his protestations to the contrary that I could well 
disbelieye him no longer. Nevertheless, receiving on the sturs many 
shoves and elbowings, I could not help telling him plainly — ^that, if 
indeed it was the oyster-cellar in Fleet Street, the company was much 
altered for the worse ; and that, in future, I should frequent another. 
When the fumes of the pipes had left me, I discovered the deceit by 
the brilliancy and indecency of the dresses ; and was resolved not to 
fall into temptation. Although, to my great satisfaction, no immodest 
proposal was directly made to me, I looked about anxious that no other 
man should know me beside him whose wantonness had conducted 
me thither ; and I would have escaped, if I could have found the 
door, from which every effort I made appeared to remove me farther 
and farther. ... A pretty woman said loudly, " He has no gloves 
on !" " What nails the creature has !'* replied an older one : " Piano- 
forte keys wanting the white.**' 

I pause to say that this, by all accounts which have 
reached posterity, was really no slander. The Professors 
forks had become rather of the dingiest, probably through 
inveterate habits of scratching up Qreek roots from dilu- 
vian mould, some of it older than Deucalion's flood, and 
very good, perhaps, for turnips, but less so for the digits 
which turn up turnips. What followed, however, if it 
were of a nature to be circumstantially repeated, must have 
been more trying to the sensibilities of the Greek oracle, 
and to the blushes of the poHcemen dispersed throughout the 
rooms^ than even the harsh critique upon his nails ; which, 
let the wits say what they would in their malice, were no 
doubt washed regularly enough once every three years. 
And, even if they were noty I should say that this is not 
■0 strong a fact as some that are reported about many 
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a oontmental professor. Mra. Qennont, with the twofold 
neatness of an Englishwoman and a Quaker, told me that, 
on visiting Pestalozzi, the celebrated education professor, 
at Tverdun, about 1S20, her first impression, from a dis- 
tant view of his dilapidated premises, was profound horror 
at the giimness of his complexion, which struck her as no 
complexion formed by nature, but as a deposition from half 
a century of atmospheric rust — a most ancient cerugo. She 
insisted on a radical purification, as a sine qud non towards 
any interview with hersej£ The meek professor consented. 
Mrs. Clermont hired a stout Swiss charwoman, used to the 
scouring of staircases, kitchen floors^ &c. ; the professor, 
whom, on this occasicm, one may call ^ the prisoner," was 
accommodated with a seat (as prisoners at the bar some- 
times are with us) in the centre of a mighty washing-tub^ 
and then scoured through a long summ^ forenoon, by the 
strength of a brawny Helvetian arm. *' And now, my dear 
friend," said Mra Olermost to myself, << is it thy opinion 
that this was cruel ? Some people say it was ; and I wish 
to disguise nothing ; — ^it was not mere soi^ that I had him 
scoured with, but soap and sand ; so, say honestly, dost 
thee call that cruel ?" Laughing no more than the frailty 
of my human nature compelled me, I replied, ** Far from it ; 
on the contrary, everybody must be diarmed with her con- 
sideration for the professor, in not having him cleaned on 
the same principle as her carriage, viz., taken to the stable- 
yard, mo^KMi severely" (<< nuMed^ dost thee say ?' she 
exclaimed. << No, no," I said, ^< not mobbed, but mopped^ 
until the gravd should be all gone"), '< then pelted with 
buckets of water by firemen, and, finally, cunycombed and 
rubbed down by two grooms, keeping a sharp msurrwf^ 

* Sttturrus: — ^The reader, who has had any experience of stable 
nsages, will know that grooms always keep up a AM^'n^'accompaol* 
BOfliit whilst currycombinga hor«A as Davionrs do a groaning* 
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between tbem, so as to soothe his wounded feelings j after 
all which, a feed of oats might not have been amisa" 
The result, however, of this scouring extraordinary was 
probably as fatal as to Mambrino's helmet in Don Quixote. 
Pestalozzi issued, indeed, from the washing-tub like Aeson 
from Medea's kettle ; he took his station amongst a younger 
and fairer generation; and the dispute was now settled 
whether he belonged to the Caucasian or Mongolian race. 
But his intellect was thought to hare suffered seriously. 
The tarnish of fifty or sixty years seemed to have acquired 
powers of re-acting as a stimulant upon the professor's &ncy ! 
through the rete mtuxmim, or through — ^heaven knows whai 
He was too old to be converted to cleanliness ; the Paganism 
of a n^lected person at seventy becomes a sort of religion 
interwoven with the nervous system — just as the well-known 
Plica Folonica firom which the French armies suffered so 
much in Poland, during 1807-8, though produced by neglect 
of the hair, wUl not be cured by extirpation of the hair. 
The hair becomes matted into Medusa locks, or what looks 
like snakes ; and to cut these off is oftentimes to cause 
nervous frenzy, or other great constitutional disturbance. 
I never heard, indeed, that Pestalozzi suffered apoplexy 
from his scouring; but certainly his ideas on education 
grew bewildered, and wHl be found essentially damaged, 
after that great epoch — ^his baptism by water and sand. 

Now, in comparison of an Orson like this man of Yver-; 
dun — ^this great Swiss reformer, who mi^t, perhaps, have 
bred a pet variety of typhus fever for his own separate use 
— ^what signify Porson's nails, though worse than Caliban'*' 
or Nebuchadnezzar's ? 

This Greek professor, Porson — ^whose knowledge of En-" 
giish was so limited that his total cargo might have been 
embarked on board a walnut-ahell, on the bosom of a slop 

— ^VIII. 



314 NOTES OK WALXER BAVAGS LAITDOR. 

bason, and inBuied for three half-penoe — astonishes mfi^ 
that have been studying English for thirty years and up- 
wards^ by the strange discoveries that he annoonoes in this 
field. One and all, I fear, are mares' nests. He dia- 
coYered, for instance, on his first and last reception amongst 
aristocratic people, that in this region of society a female 
bosom is called her neck. But, if it really had been so 
called, I see no objection to the principle concerned in such 
disguises ; and I see the greatest to that savage frankness 
which virtually is indicated with applause in the Porsonian 
remark. Let us consider. It is not that we cannot speak 
freely of the female bosom, and we do so daily. In dis- 
cussing a statue, we do so without reserve ; and in the act 
of suckling an infant^ the bosom of every woman is an idea 
so sheltered by the tenderness and sanctity with which all 
but ruffians invest the oi^gan of maternity, that no man 
scruples to name it, if the occasion warrants it. He sup- 
presses it only as he suppresses tiie name of God ; not as 
an idea that can itself contain any indecorum, but, on the 
contrary, as making other and more tri\1al ideas to become 
indecorous when associated with a conception rising so much 
above their own standard. Equally, the words, affliction^ 
guiUy peniiencCy renvorse^ &c., are proscribed from the ordinary 
current of conversation amongst mere acquaintances ; and 
for the same reason, viz., that they touch chords too im- 
passioned and profound for harmonLdng with the key in 
which the mere social civilities of life are exchanged. Mean- 
time, it is not true that any custom ever prevailed in any class 
of calling a woman's bosom her neck. Person goes on to 
say, that for his part, he was bom in an age when people 
had thighs. Well, a great many people have thighs stilL 
But in all ages there must have been many of whom it is 
lawful to suspect such a fact zoologically ; and yet, as men 
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honouring our own raoe, and all its veils of mystery, not too 
openly to insist upon it, which, luckily, there is seldom any 
occasion to do. 

Mr. Landor conceives that we are growing worse in the 
pedantries of false delicacy. I think not. His own resi- 
dence in Italy has injured his sense of discrimination. It 
is not his countrymen that have grown conspicuously more 
demure and prudish, but he himself that has grown in Italy 
more tolerant of what is really a blameable coarseness. 
Various instances occur in these volumes of that faulty 
compliance with Southern grossness. The tendencies of 
the age, among ourselves. He certainly in one channel to- 
wards excessive refinement. So far, however, they do but 
balance the opposite tendencies in some other channels. 
The craving for instant effect in style — as it brings forwaM 
many disgusting Germanisms and other barbarisms — ^as it 
transplants into literature much slang from the street — as 
it reacts painfully upon the grandeurs of the antique 
scriptural diction, by recalling into colloquial use many 
consecrated words which thus lose their cathedral beauty — 
also operates daily amongst journalists, by the temptations 
of apparent strength that lurk in plain speaking or even in 
brutality. What other temptation, for instance, can bo 
supposed to govern those who, in speaking of hunger as it 
affects our paupers, so needlessly revolt us by the very 
coarsest English word for the Latin word venter ? Surely 
the word stomach would be intelligible to everybody, and 
yet disgust nobody. It would do for him that affects plain 
speaking ; it would do for yon and me that recoil from 
gross speaking. Signs from abroad speak the very same 
language, as to the Uhei'al tendencies (in this pointy of the 
nineteenth century. Formerly, it was treason for a Spaniard, 
even in a laudatory copy of verses, to suppose his owx\ Queen 
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lowered to the leTel of other females by the posseadion of 

1^^ I OonstitntionalJj, the Queen was incapable of legs. 

How then her Majesty contrived to walk, or could be 

Bappoeed to dance, the Inquisition soon taught the poet waa 

uo oonoem of his. Royal legs for females were an inoon 

ceivable thing — except amongst Protestant nations ; some 

of whom the Spanish Church affirmed to be even disfigured 

by tails I Having tails, of course they might have l^;s. 

But not Gatholie queens. Now-a-days^ so changed is all 

this, that if you should even express your homage to hei 

Most Oatholic Migesty, by sending her a pair of embroidered 

garters — ^whieh certainly pre-suppose logs — ^there is no doubi 

that the Spanish Minister of Finance would gratefully carry 

them to Aceount— on the principle that ** every little helps." 

Mr. Porson is equally wrong, as I conceive, in another 

illustration of this matter, drawn from the human toes, and 

specifically from the great toe. It is true, that, in refined 

society, upon any rare necessity arising for alluding to so 

inconsiderable a member of the human statue, generally this 

is done at present by the French term doifft-de-pied — 

though not always — ^as may be seen in- various honorary 

certificates granted to chiropodists within the last twenty 

months. And whea^as Mr. Porson asks pathetically — ^Whaf 

harm has the great toe done, that it is never to be named \ 

I answer — ^The greatest harm ; as may be seen in the first 

act of " Coriolanus," wh^re Menenim justly complaina tha* 

this arrogant subaltern of the crural system, 

" Being basest, meanest, vilest. 
Still goeth foremost.** 

Even in the villany of running away from battle^ this un- 
worthy servant still asserts precedency. I repeat, however 
tliat the general tendencies of the age^ as. to the just limit» 
oi parrhegia (udng the Greek word in a sense wider. than 
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of old), are moving at present upon two opposite tacks ; 
which &ct it is, as in some other cases, that makes thd 
final judgment difficult 

KOMAN IMFERATOB. 

Mr. Landor, though really learned, often puts his learn- 
ing into his pocket. 

Thus, with respect to the German Empire, Mr. L. asserts 
that it was a chimera; that the Imperium Germanicum 
was a mere usage of speech, founded (if I understand him) 
not even in a legal fiction, but in a blunder ; that a Ger- 
man Imperator never had a true historical existence ; and, 
finally, that even the Roman title of Impei^ator — which un- 
questionably surmounted in grandeur all titles of honour that 
ever were or will be — ^ranged in dignity below the title oiRex. 

I believe him wrong in every one of these doctrines ; let 
us confine ourselves to the last The title of Imperator 
was not originally either above or below the title of Eex, 
or even upon the same level ; it was what logicians call 
disparaU — ^it radiated from a different centre, precisely as 
the modem title of DecanuSy or Bean, which is originally 
astrological (see the elder Scaliger on Manilius), has no 
relation, whether of superiority or equality or inferiority, to 
the title of Colonel, nor the title of Cardinal any such re- 
lation to that of Field-Marshal ; and quite as little had 
Rex to Imperator, Meters of Ceremonies, or Lord Cham- 
berlains, may certainly create a precedency in favour of any 
title whatever in r^ard to any other title; but such a 
precedency for any of the cases before us would be arbitrary, 
and not growing out of any internal principle, though use- 
ful for purposes of convenience. Ab regards the Roman 
Imperator, originally like the Roman Fnetor — this title, 
and the official rank, pointed exclusively to military dii>- 
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tmctions. Tn process of time, the Praetor came to be a 
legal officer, and the Imperator to be the supreme political 
officer. But the motive for assuming the title of Imperator, 
as the badge or cognizance of the sovereign authority, when 
the great transfiguration of the Republic took place, seems 
to have been this: An essentially new distribution of 
political powers had become necessary, and this change 
masked itself to Bomans, published itself in menaces and 
muttering thunder to foreign states, through the martial 
title of Imperator, A new equilibrium was demanded by 
the changes which time and luxiuy and pauperism had 
silently worked in the composition of Roman society. If 
Rome was to be saved from herself — ^if she was to be saved 
from the eternal flux and reflux, action and reaction, 
amongst her oligarchy of immense estates (which condition 
of things it was that forced on the great sine qud non re- 
forms of Caesar, against all the babble of the selfish Cicero, 
of the wicked Cato, and of the debt-ridden Senate) — then it 
was indispensable that a new order of powers should be 
combined for bridling her internal convulsions. To carry 
her off from her own self-generated vortex, which would, in 
a very few years, have engulfed her, and drawn her down 
into fragments, some machinery as new as steam-power was 
required : her own native sails filled in the wrong direction. 
There were already powers i:a the constitution equal to the 
work, but distracted and falsely lodged. These must be 
gathered into one hand. And yet^ as names are all- 
powerful upon our frail race, this re-cast must be ve:rhaUy 
disguised. The title must be such as, whilst flattering the 
Roman pride, might yet announce to oriental powers a 
plenipotentiary of Rome who argued all disputed points, not 
so much strongly as (in Irish phrase) << with a strong back " 
— ^not so much piquing himself on Aristotelian syllogisms 
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that came within Barbara and Gdarent^BA upon thirty legions 
that stood within call The Consulship was good for little ; 
that^ with some reservations, could be safely resigned into 
subordinate hands. The consular name, and the name of 
Senate, which was still suffered to retain an obscure vitality 
and power of resurrection, continued to throw a popular 
lustre over the government. Millions were duped. But 
the essential offices, the offices in which settled the organs 
of all the life in the administration, were these : — 1. Of 
Military Commander-in-Chief (including such a partition of 
the provinces as might seal the authority in this officer's 
hands, and yet flatter the people through the Senate) ; 
2. Of Censor, so as to watch the action of morals and social 
usages upon politics ; 3. Of Pontifez Maximus ; 4. And 
finally, of Tribune. The tribunitial power, next after the 
military power, occupied the earliest anxieties of the Caesars. 
All these powers, and some others belonging to less dignified 
functions, were made to run through the same central rings 
(or what in mail-coach harness is called the turrets) : the 
" ribbons " were tossed up to one and the same imperial 
coachman, looking as amiable as he could, but, in fact, a 
very truculent personage, having powers more unlimited 
than was always Safe for himself. And now, after all this 
change of things, what was to be the name f By what 
title should men know him ? Much depended upon that. 
The tremendous symbols of S. P. Q. B. still remained ; nor 
had they lost their power. On the contrary, the great idea 
of the Roman destiny, as of some vast phantom moving 
under God to some unknown end, was greater than ever : 
the idea was now 90 great, that it had outgrown all its repre- 
sentative realities. Constd and Proconsul would no longer 
answer, because they represented too exclusively the interior 
(^domestic fountains of power, and not the external relations 
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to the terraqueous globe wbidi were beginning to expand 
with sudden acoelerationB of velocity. The oentral power 
could not be forgotten by any who were near enough to faaye 
tasted its wnih; but now there was arising a necessity 
for eipiessing, by some great unity of denomination, so as 
no longer to lose the totality in the separate partitions — ^the 
enormity of the circumference. A necessity for this had 
repeatedly been found in negotiations, and in contests of 
ceremonial rank with oriental powers, as between ourselves 
and China. With Persia, the greatest of these powers, an 
instinct of inevitable collision* had, for some time, been 
rqiening. It became requisite that there should be a repre- 
sentative officer for the whole Boman grandeur, and one 
capable of standing on the same level as the Persian king 
of kings ; and this necessity arose at the very same moment 
that a new organization was required of Boman power for 
domeriic purposes. There is no doubt that both purposes 
were consulted in the choice of the title Imperaior, The 
diief alternative title was that of Dictator, But to this, as 
regarded Bomans, there were two objections — ^first^ that it 
was a mere provisumaZ title^ always conmiemorating a tran- 
sitional emexgency, and pointing to some happier condition, 
whidi the eztraordinaiy powers of the officer ought soon to 
establish. It was in the nature of a problem, and continu- 
ally asked for its own solution. The Dictator dictated. 
He was the greatest ip^e dixit that ever was heard o£ It 
reminded the people verbaUy of despotic power and auto- 
cracy. Then again, as regarded foreign nations, unacquainted 
with the Boman constitution, and throughout the servile 

* Herod the Ghreat, and hia father Antipater, owed the fayonr of 
Borne, and, finally, the throne of Judea, to the seasonable election 
which ihey made between Borne and Perala; bot not made without some 
dottbta, as between forces hardly jct hrooffht to a satiafactotr eanation. 
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East incapable of imderBtanding it, the title of Dictator had 
no meaning at all The Speaker is a magnificent title in 
England, and makes brave men sometimes shake in their 
shoes. But yet, if from rustic ignorance it is not under- 
stoody even that title means nothing. 

Of the proudest Speaker that England ever saw, viz., 
Sir Edward Seymour, it is recorded that his grandeur failed 
him, sank under him, like the Newgate drop, at the yery 
moment when his boiling anger most relied upon and re- 
quired it. He was riding near Bamet, when a rustic 
waggoner ahead of him, by keeping obstinately the middle 
of the road, prevented him from passing. Sir Edward 
motioned to him magnificently, that he must turn his 
horses to the left. The carter, on some fit of the sulks 
(perhaps from the Jacobinism innate in man), despised this 
jvantomime, and sturdily persisted in his mutinous disre- 
spect. On which Sir Edward shouted : "Fellow, do you 
know who I am V* "I^aa-ahy* replied our rebellious Mend, 
meaning, when faithfully translated, no. " Are you aware, 
sirrah," said Sir Edward, now thoroughly incensed, " that 
I am the right honourable the Speaker ? At your peril, 
sir, in the name of the Commons of England, in Parlia- 
ment assembled, quarter instantly to the left." This was 
said in that dreadful voice which sometimes reprimanded 
penitent offenders, kneeling at the bar of the House. The 
carter, more struck by the terrific tones than the words, 
spoke an aside to " Dobbin " (his " thill"* horse), which 
procured an opening to the blazing Speaker, and then re- 
plied thus — " Speaker 1 Why, if so be as thou can*st 
Bpeak, whoy-y-y-y-y " (in the tremulous undulation with 
which he was used to utter' his sovereign whoah-h-h-h to 

* t.e., 8haft-horae^— See Shakspere*8 Ixfre'u Ldbour*$ Lott, 
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his hoTses), ^Wioj-y-j-j didn't-a epeak afore t" The 
waggoner, it Beemed, had presumed Sir Edward, from his 
mute pantomime, to be a dumb man ; and all which the 
proud Speaker gained, hj the proclamation of his style and 
title, was to be exonerated from that suspicion, but to the 
heavy discredit of his sanity. A Roman Dictator stood 
quite as poor a diance with foreigners, as our Speaker with 
a rustic. <' Dictator ! let him dictate to his wife ; but he 
shan't dictate to us." Any title, to prosper with distant 
nations, must rest ui)on the basis of arms. And this fell 
in admirably with the. political exigency for Rome herself. 
The title of Imperator was liable to no jealousy. Beiug 
entirely a military title, it clashed with no civil pretensions 
whatever. Being a military title, that recorded a triumph 
over external enemies in the field, it was dear to the patriotic 
heart ; whilst it directed the eye to a quarter where all 
increase of power was concurrent with increase of benefit 
to the State. And again, as the honour had been hitherto 
purely titular, accompanied by some auctarUas, in the Ro- 
man sense (not always honour, for Cicero was an Imperator 
on account of Cilician exploits, which he himself reports with 
laughter), but no separate authority in our modem sense, 
even in military drdes it was open to little jealousy ; nor 
apparently could ripen into a shape that ever vHmld be so, 
since, according to all precedent, it would be continually 
balanced by the extension of the same title, under popular 
military suffirage, to other fortunate leaders. Who could 
foresee, at the inauguration of this reform, that this pre- 
cedent would be abolished ? who could guess that hence- 
forwards no more triumphs (but only a sparing distribution 
of triumphal decorations) ; henceforwards no more impera- 
torial titles for anybody outside of the one consecrated 
family ? All this was hidden in the bosom of the earliest 
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Imperator: he seemed, to the great mass of the people, 
perfectly innocent of civic ambition : he rested upon his 
truncheon — i, e.y upon S. P. Q. R. : like Napoleon, he said, 
^< I am but the first soldier of the republic," that is, the 
most dutiful of her servants; and, like Napoleon, under 
cover of this paludamenhimy of this supreme martial robe, 
he had soon filched every ensign of authority by which the 
organs of public power could speak. But, at the begin- 
ning, this title of Invperator was the one by far the best 
fitted to mask all this, to disarm suspicion, and to win 
the confidence of the people. 

The title, therefore, began in something like imposture ; 
and it was not certainly at first the gorgeous title into 
which it afterwards blossomed. The earth did not yet ring 
with it. The rays of its diadem were not then the first 
that said All hail 1 to the rising, the last that said Fare- 
well I to the setting sun. But still it was already a 
splendid distinction ; and, in a Roman ear, it must have 
sounded far above all competition from the trivial title (in 
thai day) of " Rex," unless it were the Persian Rex, viz., 
" Rex Regum." Romans gave the title ; they stooped not 
to accept it.* Even Mark Antony, in the all-magnifioent 

* " Stooped not to accept it :" — ^The notion that Julias Oosar, who 
of all men must have held cheapest the title of Rex^ had serionsly 
intrigued to obtain it, arose (as I conceive) from two mistakes : first, 
from a misinterpretation of a figurative ceremony in the pageant of 
the Lupercalia. The Romans were ridiculously punctilious in this 
kind of jealousy. They charged Pompey at one time with a plot for 
making himself king, because he wore white bandages round his 
thighs ; for vBikUe^ in olden days, was as much the regal colour as 
purple. Think, dear reader, of us — of you and me — ^being charged 
with making ourselves kings, because we may choose to wear white 
cotton drawers. Pompey was very angiy, and swore bloody oaths 
that it was not ambition which had cased his thighs in white/<»ci(e. 
" Why, what is it then ?" said a grave citizen. ** Wliat is it, man ?"* 
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deBCiiptioii of him by Shakspere's Cleopatra^ could gire it 
in showers — Clangs waited in his ante-room^ << and from his 
pocket fell crowns and sceptres." The title of Imperator 
was indeed reaped in gloiy that transcended the gbry of 
earthy but it was not^ therefore, sown in dishonour. 

We are all astonished at Mr. Landor — ^myself and three 
hundred select readers. What can he mean by tilting 
against the Imperator — Semper Augustus? Before him 
the sacred fire (that burned from century to century) went 
pompously in advance, ciro/Aircvs — ^before him the ohildren 
of Europe and Asia — of Africa and the islands, rode as 
dorypheroi; his tonuxtophtUakes or body-guards, were princes ; 
and his empire, when burning out in Byzantium, furnished 
from its very ruins the models for our western honours and 
ceremonial Had it even b^gun in circumstances of igno- 
miny, that would have been cured easily by its subsequent 
triumph. Many are the titles of earth that have found a 
glory in looking back to the humility of their origin as its 
most memorable feature. The fisherman who sits upon 
Mount Palatine, in some respects the grandest of all poten- 



replied Pompey, "it is rheumatism." Dogbeny must haye had a 
hand in this charge: "Dost thoa hear, thoa yarlet? Thoa art 
charged with incivism ; and it shall go hard with me but I will proye 
thee to thy face a false knave, and guilty of flat rhenmatism." The 
other reason which has tended to confirm posterity in the belief that 
Ciesar really coyeted the title of JRex, was the oonfnsion of the truth 
arinng with Greek writers. BaaUeui, the term by which indiffer- 
ently they designated the mighty Artaxerxes and the pettiest regtiiMB, 
was the original translation used for Imperator. Subsequently, and 
especially after Dioolesian had approximated the aulic pomps to 
eastern models, the tenns Autocrator, KatBor^ Auguahu, Sebastost 
&c., came more into use. But after Trajan's time, or eyen to that 
of Commodus, generally the same terms which expreaeed Jmperaior 
and Imperatarial (yiz., Banleu8 and BoMilikos) to a Grop^ ear exc 
pressed £ex aud BegaliA 
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tates, as one wielding both earthly and heavenly thunders, 
is the highest example of this. Some, like the Mamelukes 
of iigypt, and the early Janizaries of the Porte, have glori- 
'^ed themselves in being slaves. Others, like the Caliphs, 
have founded their claims to men's homage in the fact of 
being successors to those who (between ourselves) were 
knaves. And once it happened to Professor Wilson and 
myself, that we travelled in the same post-chaise with a 
most agreeable madman, who, amongst a variety of other 
select facts which he communicated, was kind enough to 
give us the following etymological account of our much- 
respected ancestors the Saxons ; which furnishes a further 
iUustration (quite unknown to the learned) of the fact — 
that honour may glory in deducing itself from circumstances 
of humility. He assured us that these worthy Pagans were 
a league, comprehending every single brave man of Ger- 
man blood j so much so, that on sailing away they left 
that unhappy land in a state of universal cowardice, which 
accounts for the licking it subsequently received from Napo- 
leon. The Saxons were very poor, as brave men too often 
are. In fact, they had no breeches, and, of course, no silk 
stockings. They had, however^ sadx, which they mounted 
on their backs, whence naturaUy their name Sax-on. Sacks- 
on I was the one word of command, and that spoken the 
army was ready. In reality, it was treason to take them off. 
But this indorsement of their persons was not assumed on 
any Jewish principle of humiliation ; on the contrary, in 
the most flagrant spirit of defiance to the whole race of 
man. For they proclaimed that, having no breeches nor silk 
stockings of their own, they intended, wind and weather 
permitting, to fill these same sacks with those of other men. 
*(\\e Welshmen then occupying England were reputed \n 
luive a ffood stock of both, and in quest of this Welsh ward- 
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robe the Sacka-cn army sailed. With what success it is not 
requisite to say, since here in one post-chaise, one thousand 
four hundred and thirty years after, were three of their pos- 
terity, the professor, the madman, and myself, indorsees (as 
you may say) of the original indorsers, who were all well 
equipped with the objects of this great Sack&-on exodus. 

It is true that the word empfitvr is not in every situation 
BO impressive as the word king. But that arises in part 
from the latter word having less of specialty about it ; it is 
more catholic, and to that extent more poetic ; and in part 
from accidents of position which disturb the relations of 
many other titles besides. The Proconsul had a grander 
sound, as regarded military expeditions, than the principal 
from whom he emanated. The Surena left a more awfiil 
remembrance of his title upon the comrades of Julian, m his 
Persian expedition, than the Surena's master. And there 
are many cases extant in which the word angel strikes a 
deeper key — cases where power is contemplated as well as 
beauty or mysterious existence — than the word archangel, 
though confessedly higher in the hierarchies of heaven. 

Let me now draw the reader's attention to Count Julian, 
a great conception of Mr. Landor's. 

The fable of Count Julian (that is, when comprehending 
all the parties to that web, of which he is the centre) may 
be pronounced the grandest which modem history unfolds. 
It is, and it is not, scenicaL In some portions (as the fate 
so mysterious of Roderick, and in a higher sense of Julian) 
it rises as much above what the stage could illustrate, as 
does Thermopylae above the petty details of narration. The 
man was mad that, instead of breathing from a hurricane of 
haips some mighty ode over Thermopylse, fancied the little 
conceit of weaving it into a metrical novel or succession of 
Incidents. Yet on the other hand, though rising higher. 
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(hunt Julian sinks lower : though the passions rise far 
above Troy, above Marathon, above ThermopjlsB, and are 
such passions as could not have existed under Paganism, in 
some respects they condescend and pre-conform to the stage. 
The characters are all different, all marked, all in position ; 
by which, never assuming fixed attitudes as to purpose and 
interest, the passions are deliriously complex, and the situa- 
tions are of corresponding grandeur. Metius Fuffetius, 
Alban traitor ! that wert torn limb from limb by antagonist 
yet confederate chariots, thy tortures, seen by shuddering 
armies, were not comparable to the unseen tortures in Count 
Julian's mind ; who — whether his treason prospered or not, 
whether his dear outraged daughter lived or died, whether 
his king were trampled in the dust by th6 horses of infidels, 
or escaped as a wreck from the fiery struggle, whether his 
dear native Spain fell for ages under misbelieving hounds, 
or, combining her strength, tossed off them, but then also 
himsdfy with equal loathing from her shores — saw, as he 
looked out into the mighty darkness, and stretched out his 
penitential hands vainly for pity or for pardon, nothing but 
the blackness of ruin, and ruin that was too probably to 
career through centuries. " To this pass," as Caesar said 
to his soldiers at Pharsalia, " had his enemies reduced 
him ;" and Count Julian might truly say, as he stretched 
himself a rueful suppliant before the Cross, listening to the 
havoc that was driving onwards before the dogs of the 
Crescent, " My enemies, because they would not remember 
that I was a man, forced me to forget that I was a 
Spaniard : to forget thee, native Spain ! and, alas ! thee, 
O faith of Christ !" 

The story is wrapt in gigantic mists, and looms upon one 
like the Grecian fable of (Edipus ; and there will be great 
reason for disgust, if the deep Arabic researches now going 
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on in tlie EBcurial, or at Vienna, should sacceed in stripping 
it of its grandears. For, as it stands at present, it is the 
most fearfbl lesson extant of the great moral, that crime 
propagates crime, and Tiolenee inherits violence; nay, a 
lesson on the a¥rfiil neeesnijf which exists at times, that 
one tremendous wrong should blindly reproduce itself in 
endless retaliatory wrongs. To have resisted the dread 
temptation, would have needed an angeFs nature : to have 
yielded, is but human ; should it, then, plead in yain for 
pardon ? and yet, by some mystery of evil, to have per- 
fected this human vengeance, is, finally, to land aU parties 
alike, oppressor and oppressed, in the passions of helL 

Mr. Landor, who always rises with his subject, and 
dilates like Satan into Teneriffe or Atlas, when he sees be- 
fore him an antagonist worthy of his powers, is probably the 
one man in Europe that has adequately conceiyed the situa- 
tion, the stem self-dependency, and the monumental misery 
of Count Julian. That sublimity of penitential grief, which 
cannot accept consolation from man, cannot hear external 
reproach, cannot condescend to notice insult, cannot so 
much as see the curiosity of bystanders ; that awful care- 
lessness of all but the troubled deeps within his own heart, 
and of €k)d*s spirit brooding upon their surface, and search- 
ing their abysses, never was so majestically described as in 
the following lines ; it is the noble Spaniard, Hernando, 
comprehending and loving Count Julian in tiie midst of his 
treasons, who speaks : — ^Tarik, the gallant Moor, having 
said that at last the Count must be happy ; for that 

*^ Delicious calm 
Foyows the fierce ei^ioyiaant of revenge " 

Ilemando replies thus : — 

That calm wa» never Ms; uotAsrwiU be, 
Not victoiy, that oWehndjuyp him, eeee be 
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No aiiy and light paadon Btan abroad 
To raffle or to soothe him ; all are quelled 
Beneath a mightier, sterner, stress of mind. 
Wakeful he sits, and lonely, and unmoved, 
Beyond the arrows, shouts, and yiews of men. 
As oftentimes an eagle, ere the son 
Throws oVr the varying earth his early ray, 
Stands solitary — stands immovable 
Upon some highest cliff, and rolls his eye, 
Clear, constant, unobservant, unabascd, 
In the cold light above the dews of morn.** 

One cliange suggests itself to me as possibly for the b^tei, 
viz., if the magnificent line — 

" Beyond the arrows, shouts, and views of men " — 

were transferred to the secondary object, the eagle, placed 
after what is wm the last line, it would give a fuller lyth- 
mus to the close of 4;he entire passage ; it would be more 
literally applicable to the msgestic and solitary bird, than 
to the majestic and solitary man ; whilst a figurative ex- 
pression even more impassioned might be found for the 
utter self-absorption of Count Julian's spirit — too grandly 
sorrowful to be capable of disdain. 

It completes the picture of this ruined prince, that Her- 
nando, the sole Mend (except his daughter) still cleaving 
to him, dwells with yearning desire upon his death, know- 
ing the necessity of this consummation to his o^ secret 
desires, knowing the forgiveness which would settle upon 
his memory after that last penalty should have been paid 
for his errors, comprehending the peace that would then 
swallow up the storm : — 

** For his own sake I could endure his loss. 
Pray for it, and thank Qtod : yet mourn I must 
Him above all, so great, so bountiful. 
So blessed once I " 

It is no satisfaction to Hernando that Julian should <* yearn 
o2 
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for death with speechless love/' but Julian does so : and it 
in in vain now, amongst these irreparable ruins, to wish it 
otherwise. 

" 'Tib not my Bolace that 'tis* hu desire : 
Of all who pass us in life's drear descent 
We gpieye the most for those who wished to die." 

How much, then, is in this brief drama of Count Julian, 
chiselled, as one might think, by the hands of that sculptor 
who fiuicied the great idea of chiselling Mount Athos into 
a demigod, which almost insists on being quoted : which 
seems to rebuke and frown on one for not quoting it : pas- 
sages to which, for their solemn grandeur, one raises one's 
hat as at night in walking under the Coliseum ; passages 
which, for their luxury of loveliness, should be inscribed on 
the phylacteries of brides, or upon the frescoes of Ionia, 
illustrated by the gorgeous allegories of Bubens. 

" Sed fogit interea, fagit irrepanbile tempos, 
Singula dam capti circumTectamur amore." 

Yet, reader, in spite of time, one word more on the subject 
we are quitting. Father Time is certainly become veiy 

* " *2Ki:" — Scotchmen and Irishmen (for a reason which it may 
be elsewhere worth while explaining) make the same mistake of sup- 
posing ^ and ^iwcu admissible in prose : which is shocking to an 
English ear, for since an early part of the last century they ha^e become 
essentially poetic forms, and cannot, without a sense of painful affec- 
tation and sentimentality ,*'be used in conversation or in any mode of 
prose. Mr. Landor does not make tJuxt mistake, but the reduplica- 
tion of the ^tia in this line, — ^will he permit me to say ? — is dreadful. 
He is wide awake to such blemishes in other men of all nations. 
He blazes away all day long against the trespasses of that class, like 
a man in spring protecting corn-fields against birds. And if ever 
I publish that work on Styles which for years has been in preparation, 
I foar that, from Mr. Landor, it will be necessary to cull some striking 
flaws in composition, wei-e it only that in his works mnst be sought 
some of its most striking brilliancief . 
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Importunate and damotoxoLj ahiill sinoe he baa been 
fitted up with that boirid ndlwaj-whistle ; and eren old 
Mother Spaoe is growing rather impertinent^ when she 
speaks out of monthly journals licensed to carry but small 
quantities of bulky goods ; yet one thing I must say' in 
spite of them botL 

It is^ that although we have had from men of memorable 
genius, Shelley in particular, both direct and indirect 
attempts (some of them powerful attempts) to realize the 
great idea of Prometheus, which idea is so great, that (like 
the primeyal majesties of Human Innocence, of Avenging 
Deluges that are past, of Fieiy Visitations yet to come) it 
has had strength to pass through many climates, and 
through many religions, without essential loss, but surviy- 
ing, without tarnish, every furnace of chance and change ; 
so it is that, after all has been done which intellectual 
power could do since ^schylus (and since Milton in his 
Satan), no embodiment of the Promethean situation, none 
of the Promethean character, fixes the attentive eye upon 
itself with the same secret feeling of fidelity to the vast 
archetype, as Mr. Landor's " Count Julian.'* There is in 
this modem aerolith the same jewelly lustre, which cannot 
be mistaken ; the same ** rum wiUabUe fulguvy* and the 
same character of " fracture," or cleavage, as mineralogists 
speak, for its beaming iridescent grandeur, redoubling under 
the crush of misery. The colour and the coruscation are 
the same when splintered by violence ; the tones of the 
rocky* harp are the same when swept by sorrow. There is 

* " Bocky harp : " — ^There are now knowD other cases, beside the 
ancient one of Memnon's statue, in which the '' deep-grooyed ** 
granites, or eyen the shifting sands of wildernesses, utter mysteiioai 
music to ears that watch and wait for the proper oombinatioii of ci^ 
cnmstances. — See some trayels, I forget whose, in the neighbouihood 
of Moimt Sinai and its circux^jacencier. 
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Uid same spirit of heavenlj peneeotion agaiost his enemy, 
peraeoation that would haye hang upon Ids rear, and 
'< bum'd after Mm to the bottomless pit^" though it had 
yawned for both ; theie is the same golf fixed between the 
possibilities o^ their reconciliation, the same immortality of 
resistance, the same eternity of al^smal sorrow. Bid Mr; 
Landor camciovdy cherish this iElschylean ideal in oom- 
posfaig ** Gount Julian ?' I know not : there it is. 
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